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obituaries
Death Notices

BATES JR., Orlando L., 79, Pittsfield; at Pittsfield, Feb.
20, 2016. Shorey-Nichols Funeral Home, Pittsfield.
DAMON, Ruth P., 87, Big Lake Township, Feb. 20,
2016. Service 2 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2016 at
Mays Funeral Home, 26 Church St., Calais.
DODGE, Randolph “Randy” S., 46, Burnham; at
Augusta, Feb. 21, 2016. Shorey-Nichols Funeral Home,
Pittsfield.
EAGAN, Carol A., 50, Calais, Feb. 20, 2016. Mays
Funeral Home, Calais & Eastport.
EDGECOMB, Richard A., 71, Caribou, Feb. 16, 2016.
Service 1 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016 at Lancaster
Morgan Funeral Home, 11 Clover St., Caribou.
FORTIER, David Francis, 63, Bradley. Service 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2016 at The Paris of the Resurrection
of The Lord, Holy Family Church, 429 Main St., Old
Town. Birmingham Funeral Home, Old Town.
GOVE, Vaughn L., 81, Houlton; at Houlton, Feb. 20,
2016. Dunn Funeral Home, 11 Park St., Houlton.
LINT, Beverly Mae, 80, Monticello; at Houlton, Feb. 20,
2016. Bowers Funeral Home, Houlton.
WORCESTER, Donald G., Lincoln; Feb. 17, 2016.
Service 1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 22, 2016 at Clay Funeral
Home, 7 Lee Rd., Lincoln.

RICHARD A. EDGECOMB

CARIBOU - Richard A.
Edgecomb, 71, passed away

on Tuesday,
February 16,
2016. Dick was

born and raised in Lime-
stone, the son of Richard
and Marion (Terrier) Edge-
comb.

Dick entered the U.S.
Army in 1965 and served as
a missile crewman in Battery
A, 5th Battalion of the 30th
Artillery in Vicenza, Italy. He
was honorably discharged in
1967. In 1973 he met Janet
Welch, they were married
and moved back to Lime-
stone. Their first born Kathy
was born in 1977, and their
second born, Andrea, was
born in 1980.

Dick was a two term com-
mander of the American Le-
gion Post 15. Dick enjoyed
working many years for
Levitt Farms in Limestone.
He also loved playing cards,
and enjoyed playing Santa
for the kids.

Dick is survived by his
youngest daughter Andrea,
and her husband Scott
Gorneault of Perham, his
siblings, Greg and Sandy
Edgecomb of TX, Conrad
and Beverly Edgecomb of
SD and Dennis Edgecomb of
CA. He will also be missed
by a special friend, Sharon
Gilley.

He was predeceased by
his parents, Richard P. and
Marion Edgecomb, his old-
est daughter, Kathy Edge-
comb, and his brother
Steven.

Family and friends may
call from 12-1pm on Thurs-
day, February 25, 2016 at
Lancaster Morgan Funeral
Home, 11 Clover Street, Cari-
bou, where a Memorial Ser-
vice will be held at 1pm.
Memories and condolences
maybe shared with the fami-
ly at

www.lancastermorgan.com

BEVERLY MAE LINT

MONTICELLO - Beverly
Mae Lint, 80, of Monticello,
died February 20th, 2016 in
Houlton. She was born April
8th 1935 in Monticello, the
daughter of Harold and
Shirley (Hotham) Jarvis.

She is survived by seven
children, Cynthia and Wel-
don Perkins, Karen Harris,
Robert Lint, Carla Lint, Du-
ane and Alice Lint, William
and Elsie Lint, and Phillip
Lent; grandchildren, Misty,
Heather and Gregg Lint, Ker-
rie and Andrea Perkins and
several other grand and
great grandchildren; three
sisters, Gloria Britton of Lit-
tleton, Wilma Hedberg of Fl.
And Eva Williams of Spring-
vale, Me.; and several
nieces, nephews, and
cousins.

She was predeceased by
her parentsand two broth-
ers, Gale Jarvis and Billy
Friel.

At this time there will be
no services. In lieu of flow-
ers donations may be made
to the American Cancer So-
ciety. To leave condolences
please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com

DONALD G. WORCESTER

LINCOLN - Donald G.
Worcester, son of Donald G.
and Nellie (Burrell) Worces-
ter went to join his loving
parents on Feb. 17, 2016.

Born on October 11, 1950
in Lincoln he is survived by
his wife Maxine Pelletier
Worcester and daughter
Amanda Jo; sister, Carolee
and her husband Harvard
Corro; beloved niece Kerri
Corro Lynch and husband
Joey; nephew Lee Corro and
his wife Rosemary; many
great nieces and nephews
and cousins; brother-in-law
Larry Pelletier and his wife
Kathy; sister-in-law, Judy
Curtis and her husband
Roland "Mike" and family in
Florida. He was predeceased
by a great niece Lindsay Cor-
ro and a brother-in-law,
Steve Pelletier.

He lived all his life work-
ing in the family business
Worcester Brothers, until re-
cently when he worked for
MODA and W.S. Emerson.
He was involved in every
possible civic event in the
community and was one of
the biggest boosters MA and
Lincoln have ever seen. He
served on boards, commit-
tees, led civic organizations
both local and national, way
too numerous to mention.
The words "No" or "I can't
possibly" rarely passed his
lips. At the end of the day,
his legacy is not the hun-
dreds of volunteer hours or
piles of awards he was giv-
en, it is the spirit of love and
volunteerism he inspired in
so many. His most recent
project was Honoring Home-
town Heroes to raise funds
for the Gary Gordon Memo-
rial.

In lieu of flowers please
make a donation in Don's
memory to any one of the
following: Gary Gordon
Memorial Fund, Silent Side-
kicks, or Donald G. Worces-
ter, Sr. Scholarship. Dona-
tions may be left at the Clay
Funeral Home. Visiting
hours will be 2-4 and 6-8
p.m. Sunday, Feb 21 at Clay
Funeral Home, 7 Lee Road,
Lincoln, Maine. Funeral ser-
vices will be there Monday
Feb. 22 at 1 p.m., with the
Rev. Joshua Sander officiat-
ing. Refreshment will be
served at the First Congrega-
tional Church on School
Street after the funeral. Pri-
vate committal services will
be held at a later date. Con-
dolences may be expressed
at

www.clayfuneralhome.com

VAUGHN L. GOVE

HOULTON - Vaughn L.
Gove 81, passed away Satur-

day, February
20, 2016 at his
residence. He

was born March 27, 1934 in
Linneus, the son of Byron
and Audrey (Hamm) Gove.

Vaughn graduated from
Ricker Classical Institute,
Class of 1952. He served in
the US Army. Vaughn
worked at the International
dealership Hogan & Smith.
When S.A.V.E. began, they
asked Vaughn to come and
teach transportation me-
chanics. He spent the next
22 years teaching mechanics
to "his boys" and a few girls.
After retiring in 1997, he
went to work for Mike Fitz-
patrick on the farm doing re-
pairs.

Vaughn is survived by his
wife, Valerie; his daughter,
Jessica Gove-Healy and her
husband Jesse; his father-in-
law, Hazen Gartley; sisters-in
-law, Ruth Gove and Lois
Brewer; brother-in-law, Hen-
ry Gartley and his wife Mari-
on; and several nieces and
nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his parents and
his brother, Laurel.

Friends may call Saturday,
February 27, 2016 2:00 to
4:00PM and 6:00 to 8:00PM
at the Dunn Funeral Home.
Spring interment with mili-
tary honors will be an-
nounced at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, gifts may be
made in Vaughn's memory
payable to the Miller's Safe
Haven for Animals c/o Dunn
Funeral Home 11 Park Street
Houlton, 04730. Online con-
dolences and guest book:

dunnfuneral.com

DAVID FRANCIS FORTIER

BRADLEY - David Francis
Fortier, 63, was called home
by the lord following his
courageous battle with can-
cer. He was born May 11,
1952, the son of Harold and
Doris (Comeau) Fortier.

David worked for the Old
Town school system for 32
years. He enjoyed watching
all of the children from town
grow up and play sports.
David especially loved
spending time with his fami-
ly, gardening, tying flies,
archery and playing cards.
No matter what the hobby,
he was sure to master it to
perfection.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 41 years Nancy
(Morin) Fortier; children,
Wendy Weymouth and her
husband Christopher, Heidi
Ketch and her husband
Matthew, and Tiffany Dutton
and her husband Richard. He
enjoyed spending countless
hours with his grandchil-
dren, Cassie, Mariah,
Keeara, Simon, and Toby.

David is also survived by
his father, Harold Fortier; sis-
ters, Carol Shaw, Mary La-
cadie and her husband
Stephen; sisters-in-law, Bet-
ty Morin, Annette Parady
and husband Ronald, Rita
Stewart and husband
William Sr., Donna Wickett,
Carol Cirard and husband
Paul; two brothers-in-law,
James Morin and wife Linda,
and Patrick Morin and wife
Maria; and many nieces and
nephews.

He was predeceased by
his mother, Doris Fortier;
mother-in-law, Margaret
Morin; four brothers-in-law,
one sister-in-law and four
nephews.

His Dad may not have
thought he could protect
him from the harm or pre-
vent the pain, but his daily
stories, companionship, and
unconditional love still made
him a superhero.

The family would like to
extend special thanks to ev-
eryone who helped in the
wonderful care for David: Dr.
Christopher Ritter, friend and
physician; Dr. Sufana Alkhu-
naizi; Dr. Catherine Chod-
kiewicz; St. Joseph Home-
care and Hospice and many
caregivers throughout their
practices.

Friends may call February
22, 2016, from 6-9pm at
Birmingham Funeral Home
438 Main St. Old Town, ME
04468. A mass of Christian
Burial will take place 10am
Tuesday, February 23, 2016,
at The Parish of the Resur-
rection of The Lord, Holy
Family Church 429 Main St.
Old Town. A reception will
follow in the Parish Hall im-
mediately following the ser-
vice.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be
made to St. Jude's Children
Hospital, a place near and
dear to his heart.

Harper Lee, author of ‘To Kill
aMockingbird,’ dies at 89
BY BILL TROTT
REUTERS

Harper Lee, who wrote
one of America’s most be-
loved literary classics, “To
Kill a Mockingbird,” and
surprised readers with a
second book about racial in-
justice in the U.S. South
after living a largely reclu-
sive life for decades, died at
the age of 89 on Friday.

“To Kill a Mockingbird”
was published in 1960 as the
civil rights movement was
heating up and its unflinch-
ing examination of racial
hatred in the South made it
especially poignant. Its
theme could be summed up
with the advice that Atticus
Finch, the noble lawyer,
gave his young daughter,
Scout: “You never really un-
derstand a person until you
consider things from his
point of view — until you
climb into his skin and walk
around in it.”

A statement from Tonja
Carter, Lee’s attorney in her
hometown of Monroeville,
Alabama, said Lee had
“passed away early this
morning in her sleep” there
and that her death was un-
expected. She would have a
private funeral on Saturday.

It had appeared that Lee’s
sole literary output would
be “To Kill a Mockingbird,”
especially since she ac-
knowledged she could not
top the Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning book. That was what
made the publication 55
years later in July 2015 of
“Go Set a Watchman” such
an unexpected and some-
what controversial literary
event.

In the first book, Finch,
the adored father of the
young narrator Scout, stood
up to a white lynch mob and
unsuccessfully defended a
black man wrongly accused
of raping a white woman.
But in “Watchman,” an
older Atticus had racial
views that left the grown-up
Scout greatly disillusioned.

Lee reportedly had writ-
ten “Go Set a Watchman”
first but, at the suggestion of
a wise editor, set it aside to
tell a tale of race in the South
from the child’s point of
view in the 1930s.

For many years, Lee, a
shy woman with an engag-
ing Southern drawl who
never married, lived quietly
and privately, always turn-
ing down interview re-
quests. She alternated be-
tween living in a New York
apartment and Monroeville,
where she shared a home
with her older sister, lawyer
Alice Lee.

After suffering a stroke
and enduring failing vision
and hearing, she spent her
final years in an assisted liv-
ing residence in Monro-
eville.

“When I saw her just six
weeks ago, she was full of
life, her mind and mischie-
vous wit as sharp as ever,”
her agent, Andrew Nurn-
berg, said in a statement.
“She was quoting Thomas
More and setting me straight
on Tudor history.”

The movie version of “To
Kill a Mockingbird also be-
came an American classic. It
won the Academy Award for
best picture in 1963 while
Gregory Peck, who played
Atticus and would become
Lee’s good friend, was
named best actor.

Spencer Madrie, owner of
the Ol’ Curiosities & Book
Shoppe dedicated to the
work of Lee and other
Southern authors, said
Monroeville was in a som-
ber mood.

“You wish somebody like
that could go on forever and
be this lifelong legend,” he
said. “You don’t ever con-
sider somebody like that
passing, even though her
legacy will last for genera-
tions after.”

Monroeville, which in-
spired the town of Maycomb
in the book, eventually took
on aspects of a “To Kill a
Mockingbird” theme park
with statues of the main
characters, murals of impor-
tant scenes, a museum dis-
play and tours of the court-
room.

Lee’s state of mind would
become an issue last year
when plans were announced
to publish “Go Set a Watch-
man.” Some friends said
that after the death of her
sister Alice, who handled

Harper’s affairs, lawyer
Carter had manipulated Lee
to approve publication.

Carter had said she came
across the “Watchman”
manuscript while doing
legal work for Lee in 2014
and an investigation by Ala-
bama state officials found
there was no coercion in get-
ting Lee’s permission to
publish.

A family friend, the
Reverend Thomas Lane
Butts, told an Australian
interviewer that Lee had
said she did not publish
again because she did not
want to endure the pres-
sure and publicity of an-
other book and because
she had said all that she
wanted to say.

Despite her private na-
ture, Lee regularly attended
an annual luncheon at the
University of Alabama to
meet the winners of a high
school essay contest on the
subject of her book.

In November 2007, she
went to the White House to
accept a Presidential Medal
of Freedom from President
George W. Bush, who at the
time called her book “a gift
to the entire world.”

Bush said in a statement
on Friday that he and his
wife, Laura Bush, a former
librarian, mourned Lee.
“Harper Lee was ahead of
her time and her master-
piece ‘To Kill a Mocking-
bird’ prodded America to
catch up with her,” he
said.

White House spokesman
Josh Earnest said Lee “had
a way of telling stories that
does have an influence and
resonates with so many
Americans.” He said Presi-
dent Barack Obama had
great respect for her.

News of Lee’s death
spread widely on social
media and tributes poured
in from well-known figures,
such as Apple Inc. Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Tim Cook,
who quoted the author in a
tweet by saying, “Rest in
peace, Harper Lee. ‘The one
thing that doesn’t abide by
majority rule is a person’s
conscience.’”

Nelle Harper Lee was
born April 28, 1926, in Mon-
roeville, the youngest of
four children of A.C. and
Frances Finch Lee and a de-
scendant of Civil War Gen.
Robert E. Lee. Like Scout,
Lee grew up a tomboy.

Lee had studied law at the
University of Alabama but,
six months before finishing
her studies, she went to New
York in the early 1950s to
pursue a literary career
while working as an airline
reservation clerk.

In 1956 friends Michael
and Joy Brown gave Lee a
special Christmas gift, a
year of financial support
so she could work full time
on “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.”

An estimated 30 million
copies of the book were sold.
It would become required
reading in many American
schools but the American
Library Association said it
was frequently challenged
by those who did not like its
subject matter.

Lee also played a key role
in researching another great
American book by Truman
Capote, her childhood friend
and the inspiration for the
frail, precocious Dill in “To
Kill a Mockingbird.”

In 1959 she accompanied
Capote to Holcombe, Kan-
sas, to work on “In Cold
Blood,” the chilling account
of the murders of a farming
family. Her mannerly,
down-home approach un-
doubtedly smoothed the way
for the flamboyant Capote.

There was speculation
that Capote helped her
write “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” but in his 2006 biogra-
phy, “Mockingbird: A Por-
trait of Harper Lee,”
Charles J. Shields disputed
that. He also said Lee’s con-
tribution to Capote’s “In
Cold Blood” was greater
than believed.

Lee’s sister said the au-
thors eventually fell out be-
cause Capote was jealous of
Lee’s Pulitzer, which she
won in 1961.

In 2006 Lee wrote a piece
for O magazine about de-
veloping a childhood love
of books, even though they
were scarce in Monro-
eville.

“Now, 75 years later in an
abundant society where peo-
ple have laptops, cellphones,
iPods, and minds like empty
rooms, I still plod along with
books,” she wrote.

Aprivate funeral
Lee was laid to rest Satur-

day after a private memorial
service at a church in her
Alabama hometown, her at-
torney said.

The service comes just
one day after Lee’s attorney
said she had died in her
sleep on Friday at age 89 in
her hometown of Monro-
eville.

The funeral service at-
tended by Lee’s family and
friends was held at First
United Methodist Church in
Monroeville, with Auburn
University professor emeri-
tus Wayne Flynt delivering
the eulogy, said Lee’s attor-
ney, Tonja Carter.

The acclaimed author,
who after her death drew
praise on Friday from a
wide range of public figures,
including Oprah Winfrey
and former President
George W. Bush, was laid to
rest at her family burial
plot, alongside her father,
mother and one sister, Alice,
Carter said.

Reuters writers Letitia
Stein and Alex Dobuzinskis
contributed to this story.
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President George W. Bush stands with novelist Harper Lee
in the East Room of the White House in 2007 before
awarding her the Presidential Medal of Freedom.


