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Anything can happen in migration season
Suddenly there was a

knock at the door. It was
nearly dark, a rather dim
sunset over Pushaw Lake.
Our neighbor knocked a sec-
ond time and answered our
summons by bursting in
breathless-
ly. There is
a strange
duck in the
w a t e r !
Could it pos-
sibly be a
E u r a s i a n
wigeon?

Of course
not. I’ve
lived on the
north end of
P u s h a w
Lake in Hudson for a long
time. I’ve never seen an
American wigeon any-
where on this lake, let alone
a Eurasian, a rare visitor
from the Old World. Still, he
described the bird as look-
ing wigeon-like but with a
rusty head, and he had a
distant cellphone photo to
back him up. We scurried
down to where it was last
seen, about four houses
away, only to discover that
the three suspect ducks
were directly in front of my
house. We scurried back.
Clearly they were wigeons,
and that trailing bird looked
odd.

I rushed inside to get my

spotting scope. Thus armed,
we were able to get good
looks in the gathering dark-
ness. There was a male
American wigeon, a female
American wigeon and —
jumping Jehoshaphat — a
male Eurasian wigeon! This
is a duck so rare that it is
seen less often than Donald
Trump’s humility.

I’ve observed maybe five
in my lifetime and only one
in Maine. But here was No. 2
swimming right next to my
dock. Appearances occur an-
nually in this state, and it
happens sufficiently often
that the Maine Bird Records
Committee does not list it as
“rare,” but I was so sur-
prised I nearly spilled my
wine.

Eurasian wigeons are
common and widespread
throughout the Old World,
and they pop up all across
North America from time to
time. It happens sufficient-
ly often that we might sus-
pect a few nest somewhere
in northern Canada, but no
evidence has ever been
found. The nearest breed-
ing population is in Iceland.
Wanderers on the west
coast are likely coming
from Siberia.

All hunters are familiar
with the American wigeon.
It is an abundant waterfowl,
nesting mostly in the north-

western part of the conti-
nent. I expect a few breed
over this way, since I’ve
seen them in June at Pittston
Farm above Moosehead
Lake, and I always find a
small population on Grand
Manan through summer.
Still, Maine sees them most-
ly during migration.

American wigeons are
gregarious, and if a Eur-
asian turns up, it often will
join the company of its New
World cousins. That makes
them easy to compare. Both
are similar in size, smaller
than a mallard. Males sport
a cap on the forehead, lead-
ing hunters to nickname

them baldpates. The cap is
white on an American wi-
geon, buffy on a Eurasian.
American males have green
coloration on the head, es-
pecially around the eye.
The head of a Eurasian
male is reddish, leading to a
pinkish neck and upper
chest.

Duck watching in late
April is a good way to kill
time between the departure
of winter birds and the ar-
rival of summer birds.
Marshes are full of open
water, without the reedy
vegetation that will later ob-
scure views. Meanwhile,
waterfowl bound for Canada

are in no big hurry. They
can’t do much until the ice
melts up there anyway, so
they’re a bit lazy this time of
year, and they often gather
in small groups. Hooded
mergansers are my favorite
ducks, and they definitely
like each other’s company.
There’s a lot of competition
for females, so the hoods on
those male hooded mergan-
sers are on display more in
April than any other time of
year.

Sea ducks that wintered
over on Maine’s ocean also
have started moving north-
ward along freshwater cor-
ridors, hopscotching be-

tween open rivers and ice-
free ponds. Buffleheads are
particularly likely in fresh-
water stopovers, but scoters,
eiders, long-tailed ducks and
red-breasted mergansers
can show up on lakes in late
April. Some flocks follow
the Penobscot River as if it
were a superhighway —
which it is, sort of. From
high overhead, ducks can
see and follow a corridor of
rivers and lakes all the way
up to Hudson Bay.

So I repeat my semiannu-
al warning: Anything can
happen in migration season.
Be prepared for the unex-
pected. Birds wander. A few
weeks ago, a tufted duck was
spotted on Unity Pond.
That’s another Eurasian
bird. More recently, a west-
ern grebe has been hanging
around Maquoit Bay in
Brunswick. The range of
this bird barely reaches
across the Mississippi. And
now the range of the Eur-
asian wigeon reaches all the
way to my house.

Bob Duchesne serves as
vice president of Maine
Audubon’s Penobscot Valley
Chapter. He developed the
Maine Birding Trail, with in-
formation at mainebirding-
trail.com. He can be reached
at duchesne@midmaine.
com.

BARING — Annual Amphibian Walk, 8
p.m. Saturday, April 23, meeting at
Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge
headquarters/office for brief introduc-
tion. Family event. Bring a flashlight;
waterproof footwear recommended.
Participants will accompany a refuge
biologist and Fred Gralenski of the
Friends of Moosehorn on a walk along
refuge roads to a vernal pool and Dud-
ley Swamp, a larger impounded wet-
land. Past walks have found wood
frogs, spring peepers, spotted and
blue-spotted salamanders and aquatic
insects. For information, call 454-7161
during normal business hours.

BLUE HILL — Blue Hill Co-op presenting
Ryan Parker from the Natural Resourc-
es Council of Maine to learn more
about Elliotsville Plantation Inc.’s pro-
posal to create a national park and
national recreation area east of Baxter
State Park, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, April
22, in the Howard Room of Blue Hill
Public Library. EPI has given this proj-
ect the name of Katahdin Woods &
Waters. Free and open to the public.

DAMARISCOTTA — Seven-week U.S.
Power Squadron Wawenock District
19’s America’s Boating Course, begins
6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 26, Great
Salt Bay Community School, 559 Main
St. Nonmember cost $90. Central Lin-
coln County Adult Education, 563-
2811, or clcae@aos93.org.

FREEPORT — Professional photographer
Dan Zukowski discusses policies that
have helped the environment throughout
the last century in the United States, 7-8
p.m. Earth Day, Friday, April 22, L.L.
Bean camping department, 95 Main St.
Zukowski will display images telling the
story of the Migratory Bird Act, Endan-
gered Species Act and other conserva-
tion efforts. Free. 877-755-2326.

HARPSWELL — Experience American
woodcock mating dance with Forester
Rob Bryan, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 26.
Learn about woodcock ecology, nest-
ing habitat and what can be done to
enhance habitat for the birds. Meet at
the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust Cur-
tis Farm Preserve, 1554 Harpswell
Neck Road. Free. Requires no walking.
Bring seating. hhltmaine.org, 837-9613
or outreach@hhltmaine.org.

HINCKLEY — Take a short hike to the
Roosevelt Monument 1-2 p.m. Satur-
day, April 23. Meet at L.C. Bates Muse-
um, 14 Easler Road. Talk about the
things seen along the way, fun exercis-
es, and make a teddy bear craft in
honor of Theodore Roosevelt, the pres-
ident who loved to be outdoors. For
information, call 238-4250, email
lcbates@gwh.org or go to gwh.org/
lcbates.

ROCKPORT — Seven-week U.S. Power
Squadron Wawenock District 19’s
America’s Boating Course, begins 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 26, Camden
Hills High School, 25 Keelson Drive.
Nonmember cost $90. 236-7800 or
adulted@fivetowns.net.

SKOWHEGAN — Hope Douglas, founder
and president of Wind Over Wings in
Dresden, presenting Maine’s smallest
owl (Saw-whet), largest owl (great
horned), and American kestrel, on the
Federal Threatened List, and the com-
mon raven, considered the most intelli-
gent of all birds, 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
April 23, Skowhegan Community Cen-
ter, 39 Poulin Drive. 465-5058.
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A rare Eurasian wigeon.

Things to Do
outdoors

For a complete listing of calendar items or
to submit your event, visit www.bangor
dailynews.com.

which have come together to form the
Waldo County Trails Coalition. Working
with private landowners and volunteers,
these partners are building the Hills to
Sea Trails from Unity to Belfast. When
complete, the public footpath will be about
40 miles long. Sections of it already are
open for the public to explore. Maps and
information can be found at waldotrails.
org.

Marked with small yellow trail signs and
larger wooden signs, the Hills to Sea Trails
begins on the Main Road in Unity and
crosses through Unity College campus then
follows Hubbard’s Walk to the edge of the
college property, where it crosses over onto
the property of the Sebasticook Regional
Land Trust.

Back in the Unity College Forest, each
trail in the network is blazed with a dif-
ferent color and marked with wooden
signs. An ideal place for nature watch-
ing, the trails pass by a variety of trees.
Tall hemlock trees and spruce trees can
be found on the 0.4-mile Hemlock Trail
and 0.3-mile Spruce Trail and a large ash
tree is found on the 0.2-mile Big Ash
Trail.

White cedars are found along the 0.3-
mile Nature Trail, which was construct-
ed by Gary Zane, the college’s dean of
student affairs, and is used often by the
college’s dendrology (study of trees) lab
class.

While much of the forest is shaded by ev-
ergreens, the 0.5-mile Sugarbush Trail trav-
els through a mix of hardwoods, including a
stand of white birch and a group of large
sugar maples trees, which are tapped in the
spring for their sap, which is then turned

into syrup in the college’s sugarhouse. This
trail would be a particularly beautiful walk
in the fall, when the leaves are changing
color.

To learn more about the Unity College
Forest and Unity College, which offers 16
environmentally focused majors, visit
unity.edu or call 509-7100.

Personal note: I came home from work
the other night and noticed my dog, Oreo,
was limping when came to greet me. It fig-
ures that the dog that travels around the
state to tackle some of the rockiest trails

would manage to get hurt while waiting
around inside his house. He probably
jumped off the couch and landed wrong. My
husband is trying to pin the injury on our
two house cats, somehow. But all we really
know is that Oreo hurt his front right leg so
badly that it kept waking him up that night.
By morning, he was only using three legs to
get around, so I brought him to the veteri-
nary clinic.

Fortunately, it looks like nothing is bro-
ken. The veterinarian thinks he just
sprained his wrist and gave us some anti-
inflammatories to help him with the pain.
He’s also taking a short break from hiking,
so on Friday I explored the Unity College
Forest on my lonesome.

I missed my normal hiking buddy, but I
probably wouldn’t have noticed my first
butterflies of the season that day if he had
been along. Resting on leaf litter on the
Sugarbush Trail, the three orange butter-
flies took me by surprise April 15, when
the blackflies had yet to emerge and the
trees were just starting to bud. But I don’t
know much about butterflies, so maybe it
isn’t that strange to see them in mid-
April.

Walking slowly, I also spotted a hairy
woodpecker, goldfinch, blue jay, red-
breasted nuthatch and several chickadees.
I listened to crows make a variety of
strange noises nearby, and I paused many
times to inspect large, colorful tree mush-
rooms.

While in the forest, I came across a man
walking his dog and a pair of walkers who
looked to be father and son. Other than that,
the forest was quiet on that sunny, windy
Friday afternoon.

For more of Aislinn Sarnacki’s adventures,
visit her blog at actoutwithaislinn.bangor-
dailynews.com. Follow her on Twitter:
@1minhikegirl.
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anyone who’d want to look at bugs and the
people [in the town office] will usually say,
‘Sure, so-and-so would be perfect.’”

Donahue’s department is organizing vol-
unteers to take part in the Budworm
Tracker program to trap and collect spruce
budworm moths at least once per week
during the flight season, which lasts be-
tween June and August. The data will be
sent to researchers tracking a potential
spread of the invasive pest into Maine from
Canada.

Working with the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Uni-
versity of Maine Orono and Farmington
campuses, volunteers are helping the state
survey bumblebee populations for the
Maine Bumble Bee Atlas project.

“Wasp Watchers” in Maine “adopt” a
colony of the nonstinging, Maine native
wasp Cerceris fumipennis, which Donahue
said can indicate the presence of the de-
structive invasive emerald ash-borer.

“A lot of our research is around looking
for invasive species,” Donahue said. “These
volunteers are our eyes in the woods, and
that is what we need.”

To get the same level of observational
data provided by these citizen scientists
using paid staff or researchers would be
nearly impossible, she said.

“It would take years and lots of money we
just don’t have,” Donahue said. “To engage
[volunteers] takes less time, far less money
and they feel that they are part of something
bigger and making a difference, [and] they
are thrilled to be doing it.”

There are no firm numbers on how
many citizen scientists there are in
Maine, but Donahue estimates there are
thousands of them involved in every-
thing from backyard observations to ex-
peditions into the Maine woods for de-
tailed monitoring.

“We find Mainers really want to be in-
volved,” she said. “They want to know
what is going on around them and love
telling people about what they are doing

and what they are seeing.”
That level of engagement helps state and

private conservation groups when it comes
to drumming up support for environmental
policies and actions.

“Our mission in Maine is to move people
into action and getting people involved,”
Susan Gallo, wildlife biologist for Maine
Audubon, said. “Having people work as citi-
zen scientists is a great way for us to meet
that mission by helping them become in-
volved by getting off the couch and doing
something that makes a difference.”

Through the Audubon projects, volun-
teers count loons or bats, listen for frogs and
toads or observe wildlife crossings on Maine
roads.

James Treadwell was preparing this
week to start his annual rounds as part of
Maine Audubon’s Amphibian Monitor-
ing Program and could not wait to get
started.

“This is the fifth year I’ve done it,” the
Greeley Middle School art teacher said.
“I’m interested in science and particularly
interested in reptiles and amphibians, so as
an ametuer science guy looking for a way to
get out and observe wildlife, this project is a
great opportunity to contribute and enjoy
myself.”

Overseen nationally by the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, the amphibian project sends
volunteers out to specified monitoring loca-
tions to listen and record frog vocalizations.

Treadwell has 10 stops on his monitoring
route where he identifies the frogs he hears
and records environmental data including
temperatures, cloud cover, noise levels and
the time.

“I listen for five minutes,” he said. “There
are nine species of frogs common in Maine
and my data records if I am hearing a few of
them or a full chorus.”

The data, he said, are used by state and
national researchers to document trends in
frog populations.

“I really feel like I am making a differ-
ence,” Treadwell said. “I know [USGS] has
been collecting that data for years and that
it does get used.”

For Darling, counting the state’s in-
sects gives him that same level of in-
volvement in addition to providing op-

portunities to get out and see Maine.
“Last year I put in well over 2,000 miles

and touched the east and west corners of the
state,” he said. “I can’t tell you the number
of places I have seen in Maine I would not
have seen otherwise.”

As far as Treadwell is concerned, most of
the volunteers are able to turn their hobbies
into productive research.

“I’m always outside anyway all four sea-
sons with my camera documenting what I
see and sort of informally observing,” he
said. “These citizen science projects make
sense [because] the capitalize on some-
thing a lot of us are out there already
doing.”

Those observations, whether from the
amphibian monitoring program or other
Audubon projects such as Big Sit Bird
Count, the Brook Trout Pond Survey Proj-
ect, the Christmas Bird Count, the Maine
Loon Project and the Wildlife Road Watch,
are crucial to Audubon’s mission, Gallo
said.

“We are a science-based organization,”
she said. “We want to make good decisions
based on good data and observations and
knowing as much as we can about these spe-
cies.”

Sharon Whitney of South Harpswell got
involved as a citizen scientist after she ob-
served a moth in her yard she’d never seen
before.

She contacted Donahue, and next thing
she knew she was “trapping” invasive win-
ter moths on her property.

“How can you not want to be involved?”
Whitney said. “I mean, it turns out we have
this invasive species here that damage our
fruit trees and I want to do whatever I can to
protect those trees.”

Whitney, Darling and Treadwell are typ-
ical of Maine’s citizen scientists, according
to Gallo, in that they come from all walks
of life, but all share that desire to be in-
volved.

“These people are passionate about what-
ever [project] they are doing,” she said.
“Sometimes they just want to help solve a
problem or want to find an answer to a ques-
tion or maybe have always had a desire to
do science. These projects are a way for
them to feed into all that.”
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Deep red mushrooms adorn a tree trunk
beside a hiking trail called Hubbard’s Walk
on Friday in Unity College Forest.


