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obituaries
Death Notices

AUSTIN, George L., 89, Stoneham, Mass., Aug. 17,
2016. Service 11 a.m. Thursday at Wakefield-Lynnfield
United Methodist Church, 273 Vernon St., Wakefield,
Mass. McDonald Funeral Home, 19 Yale Ave.,
Wakefield, Mass.
CLARK, Phyllis Gellerson, 93, Bangor, Aug. 20, 2016.
Service 10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 25, at Brookings-Smith,
133 Center St., Bangor.
LARKIN, Susan E., 54, Lewiston; at Lewiston, Aug. 19,
2016. Service 11:30 a.m. Tuesday at Gracelawn
Memorial Park. The Fortin Group Funeral Home,
Cremation and Monument Service, 70 Horton St.,
Lewiston.
LIBBY, Jeffrey A., 69, Limestone; at Limestone, Aug.
18, 2016. Giberson-Dorsey Funeral Home, 144 Main
St., Fort Fairfield.
MILLETTE, Isabelle Daigle, 96, Skowhegan.
PELLETIER, Leonard, Fort Kent; at Fort Kent, Aug, 20,
2016. Services 11 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 25, at St. Louis
Catholic Church. Daigle Funeral Home, Fort Kent.
STERN, Norman, 92, Hampden; at Hampden, Aug. 20,
2016. Service 2 p.m. Tuesday, August 23, 2016 at the
Jewish Funeral Chapel, 118 Center St., Bangor.

LEWISTON - Susan E.
Larkin, age 54, and resident
of Old Greene Rd., in Lewis-
ton, passed away peacefully
August 19, 2016, at her
home, surrounded by her
loving family, following a
long and courageous battle
with cancer. Susan was born
in Millinocket, Maine, on
November 16, 1961, the
daughter of George and
Corinne Kelley.

She was a 1980 graduate
of Stearns High School and a
1982 graduate from the Uni-
versity of Maine Presque
lsle, earning a degree as a
laboratory technician. Susan
was employed at St. An-
drews hospital in Boothbay
harbor. It was in Boothbay
where she met her husband,
Shawn, through his mother
Alice, who handpicked her
for her son. They married on
November 9, 1985, and to-
gether they raised two chil-
dren. She was a dedicated
employee at the Foundation
for Blood Research for over
20 years. Susan's greatest
joy in life was her family. Her
fondest childhood memories
include summers spent at
the family camp and canoe-
ing with her lifelong best
friend, Tina. Susan was so
proud of her children and
was happiest when volun-
teering for and attending ac-
tivities her children were in-
volved in. She was honored
to walk as a breast cancer
survivor, in the Susan B
Komen breast cancer walks
with her sisters and espe-
cially her daughter, Rachel.
Recently, Susan looked for-
ward to spending time at

GEORGE L. AUSTIN

STONEHAM - George L.
Austin, age 89, of Stoneham
and formerly of Wakefield,
died peacefully surrounded
by his family on August 17,
2016, in Melrose. Mr. Austin
was born in Mattawamkeag,
ME, on November 15, 1926,
and was the son of the late
Bertrand and Julia B. (Mc-
Donough) Austin.

Raised in Mattawamkeag,
he graduated from high
school there in 1944 and lat-
er graduated from North-
eastern University in Boston
in 1951. He then started a 36-
year career with the Ameri-
can Mutual Insurance Com-
pany in Wakefield, where he
worked as an underwriter.
Active in the community, he
served aspresident of the
Wakefield Chamber of Com-
merce, was a member of the
Toastmasters Club and also
active in the Boy Scouts of
America and the Explorer
Scouts. He also enjoyed
many retirement years living
in Little River, SC. He was a
true mentor that spoke
through actions and always
had a kind word of encour-
agement.

Mr. Austin was the
beloved husband of Made-
line H. (Hiltz) Austin. He was
also the loving father of Ed-
ward J. Austin and his fi-
ancee, Patricia Neals, and
Gretchen A. DiNanno and
her husband, James M. Di-
Nanno. He was the brother
of the late Thornton M. and
Robert W. Austin. He was the
loving grandfather of Vanes-
sa and Brian Austin and
James A. DiNanno and wife,
Liz, and Robert DiNanno. He
was the brother-in-law of
Mary Austin of ME. He was
the uncle of Moira Peterson
and her husband David of
Wrentham, Jenness Whitak-
er and husband, David, of
ME and the late Julie, John
and Elizabeth Austin.

His funeral service will be
held in the Wakefield-Lynn-
field United Methodist
Church, 273 Vernon Street,
Wakefield, on Thursday at 11
a.m. Visitation for relatives
and friends will be held at
McDonald Funeral Home, 19
Yale Ave., Wakefield, on
Wednesday from 4-8 p.m.
Private Interment in Mat-
tawamkeag, ME, will take
place at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, contributions in
Mr. Austin's name may be
made to the Dana Farber
Cancer Institute, 10 Brook-
line Pl. West, 6th Flr., Brook-
line, MA 02445, attn: Contri-
bution Services.

PHYLLIS GELLERSON

CLARK

BANGOR - Phyllis G.
Clark, 93, died August 20,
2016, at a local hospital. She
was born October 7, 1922, in
Charleston, the daughter of
Harry and Mary (Reed)
Gellerson.

Phyllis married Leroy W.
Clark, son of Linwood T. and
Eleanor (Taylor) Clark, of
Brewer. She worked as a
shoe stitcher at various Ban-
gor shoe factories until retir-
ing from Ansewn Shoe in
1984 at age 62. She then
worked for My Maine Bag
making purses until 1997,
when she was 75.

In addition to her parents
and in-laws, Phyllis was pre-
deceased by her husband,
Leroy; and granddaughter
Desirae Fye. She is survived
by son, Leroy W. Clark Jr. of
Wichita, KS; daughter, Cindy
Fye and husband, Lewis, of
High Springs, FL; 5 grand-
children, Elizabeth Clark,
Holly (Clark) Pendleton and
husband, Brent, Dennis Fye
and wife, Anette, Daniel Fye,
Debbie (Fye) Sico and hus-
band, Richard; and 10 great-
grandchildren, Tyler and
Alyssa Parent, Gage Thomp-
son, Erik, Victoria, Brianna,
Daniel Jr., Alexander and
Justin Fye.

Relatives and friends are
welcome to call 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, August 24,
2016, at Brookings-Smith,
133 Center St., Bangor,
where a funeral service will
be held 10 a.m. Thursday,
August 25, with Pastor Jim
Colley, pastor of Family Wor-
ship Center in Dover-Fox-
croft, officiating. Interment
will be at Lakeview Ceme-
tery, Glenburn. Those who
wish to remember Phyllis in
a special way may make
gifts in her memory to Fami-
ly Worship Center, 69 Pleas-
ant St., Dover-Foxcroft, ME
04426. Condolences to the
family may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

NORMAN STERN

HAMPDEN - Norman
Stern, 92, passed away

peacefully in
his home over-
look ing the

Penobscot River with his son
by his side on August 20t
2016, after a courageous bat-
tle with metastatic colon
cancer. Norman was born
July 31, 1924, in Baltimore,
Maryland, the son of David
and Sarah Stern. He graduat-
ed high school from City Col-
lege in Baltimore.

Norman was an army vet-
eran in the Signal Corps in
WWII under General Patton,
as a cryptographer trans-
porting communications be-
tween the front lines and the
general's headquarters as
the troops marched from
France to Germany.After the
war, Norman completed his
education; he got his bache-
lor's degree at Western
Maryland College and com-
pleted his masters at Univer-
sity of Maryland. He spent
summers as a camp coun-
selor in Maine and fell in
love with the state. Norman
taught English professionally
for about 15 years and then
continued to teach in a vari-
ety of ways throughout his
life. He's been a guest speak-
er in libraries, colleges, and
high schools. Norman's next
career was working his way
up from salesman to vice
president of sales at Mary-
land Paperbox Company. As
Norman's friend and busi-
ness associate wrote, "Nor-
man's greatest accomplish-
ment may have been the
people he mentored, and de-
veloped meaningful friend-
ships with. Norman always
looked after the best inter-
ests of everyone that did
business with him." Norman
was married twice. With his
first wife Doris, he had one
son, David; and one step-
daughter, Amy. Norman and
his second wife Marie were
married October of 1978, and
resided in Maryland and
Maine. He spent the final 20
years of his life in his home
in Hampden, Maine, sur-
rounded by endearing and
wonderful friends and fami-
ly. Norman was a kind-heart-
ed and caring soul, a father
and a grandfather. He devel-
oped a lot of friendships,
and will greatly missed by
his family and friends. Nor-
man will be remembered by
all the lives he's crossed for
his many accomplishments
and pursuits. He enjoyed
spending time painting, trav-
eling, and pursuing photog-

raphy, and he loved the
great outdoors. He always
had a lot of high energy and
had an extremely positive at-
titude. At 91, he threw his
hands up to his close friend
and said, "I need a plan for
my life." Norman's latest ad-
venture began painting at
age 75. He took ten art class-
es and hadn't stopped paint-
ing since. Norman's beauti-
ful artwork covers portraits,
seascapes, animals, and
landscapes. His website is
www.thesterngallery.com.
Norman was an avid traveler
who didn't hesitate to ven-
ture to different parts of the
world, such as all over Eu-
rope, Scandinavia, Ecuador,
Italy, Germany, Japan, Thai-
land, Egypt, Russia, Austria
and Africa. Norman was an
inspiration to all for his posi-
tive attitude, sense of humor,
kindness, and generosity.
One his last statements was,
"It's been a beautiful life."

Norman is survived by his
brother, Harold Stern; his
son, David Stern; and step-
daughter, Amy Lippmann
from his first marriage;
Amy's children, Matan, Ido
and Roni; his stepdaughters,
Jon Miller and Cindy
Yoakum from his second
marriage; two grandchildren,
Benjamin and Rachael; five
stepgrandchildren, Jaimie,
Jeffrey, Brian (wife, Erika),
Elizabeth and Jennifer; and
three great-grandchildren,
Maya, Ofri and Elija. He was
predeceased by his mother
and father; and his wife,
Marie.

A funeral service will be
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Au-
gust 23, 2016, at the Jewish
Funeral Chapel, 118 Center
Street, Bangor, Maine. Inter-
ment will be at Beth Israel
Cemetery, Mount Hope Av-
enue, Bangor, Maine. Rela-
tives and friends are invited
to share in conversation and
food, and an exhibit of his
paintings at the Family Re-
ception Center of Brookings-
Smith, 163 Center Street,
Bangor, following the inter-
ment. A memorial visitation
will be held 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday at Norman Stern's
home, 79 Summer Street,
Hampden, Maine. Those
who wish to remember Nor-
man in a special way may
make gifts in his memory to
Beth Israel Synagogue, 144
York Street, Bangor, or to a
charity of your choice. Con-
dolences to the family may
b e e x p r e s s e d a t
www.BrookingsSmith.com.

ISABELLE MILLETTE

SKOWHEGAN - Isabelle
Daigle Millette, age 96,
passed away Aug. 19, 2016,
surrounded by loved ones.
She was a dedicated, hard-
working and a loving mom,
grandmother, great-grand-
mother and great-great-
grandmother.

Along with her husband
of 52 years, raised their four
children in Monson, Maine.
Following the passing of her
long time husband, she
found love a second time
and married, Ralph Millette.
Isabelle was well rounded
and enjoyed many outdoor
activities, including working
on the farm, fishing and
hunting. She showed her
crafty style crocheting, knit-
ting and embroidery. She
loved the small business of
craft fairs, country music,
dancing and playing cards
with family and friends.

Over the last 96 years she
has touched the lives of
many and will be greatly
missed.

I love you Mom

In Memoriam

It's been one year today
since our family lost you.

Each and every day we think
of you and wish you were
here with us. You will

always be in our hearts, our
tears will always flow each
day because we miss you so

so much Corey. Maine
Heroes Are Never Forgotten.
You are our family's hero.
Love Mom, Dad, Ronnie,

Tammy, Hollie, and
Samantha.

In Loving Memory Of
COREY JAMES DODGE

Oct 31, 1974 - Aug 22, 2015

SUSAN E. LARKIN

home with family and her
dog, Rosie. She especially
enjoyed listening to her fam-
ily's music jams and watch-
ing new TV series with her
son, Jason.

She leaves behind her
beloved husband, Shawn,
from Lewiston; her two chil-
dren, Rachel and Jason from
Lewiston; her mother,
Corinne Kelley from Fal-
mouth; her brothers, George
Kelley and his wife, Martha,
of Wiscasset and Tom Kelley
and his wife, Sandy, of Fort
Myers, Florida; her two sis-
ters, Milly Snider and her
husband, Pete, of Milford,
NH, and Karen Hopkins and
her husband, Scott, of Scar-
borough; her mother-in-law,
Alice Larrabee from Booth-
bay Harbor; and many ador-
ing nieces, nephews and
cousins. She was prede-
ceased by her father,
George. "Sue ... the brave
one with a heart of gold"

A graveside service will
take place at Gracelawn
Memorial Park on Tuesday at
11:30 a.m. At her prior re-
quest, there are no visiting
hours. In lieu of flowers,
those wishing may make do-
nations in Susan's memory
to Androscoggin Home Care
and Hospice Foundation, 15
Strawberry Ave., Lewiston,
ME 04240. A service of The
Fortin Group Funeral Home,
Cremation and Monument
Service, 70 Horton St.,
Lewiston. Online condo-
lences and sharing of mem-
ories may be expressed in
Sue's online guestbook at

www.thefortingroup
lewiston.com.

ExpressYour
Condolences
Send apersonal
messagewith our
online guest book.
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Henderson, smallpox expert, dies at 87
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Dr. Donald “D.A.” Hen-
derson, an American epide-
miologist who led the inter-
national war on smallpox
that resulted in its eradica-
tion in 1980, the only such
vanquishment in history of
a human disease and an
achievement that was cred-
ited with saving tens of mil-
lions of lives, died Aug. 19 at
a hospice facility in Towson,
Maryland. He was 87.

The cause was complica-
tions from a broken hip, ac-
cording to his daughter, Leigh
Henderson.

A self-described “disease
detective,” Henderson spent
the defining years of his ca-
reer as an official of the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the World
Health Organization. Later,
he served as dean of Johns
Hopkins University’s school
of public health and as a sci-
ence and bioterrorism advis-
er in three presidential ad-
ministrations.

But it was in the fight on
smallpox — perhaps the most
lethal disease in history and
one that killed an estimated
300 million people in the 20th
century alone — that he be-
came known around the
world. Lent from the CDC to
the WHO for a decade in the
1960s and 1970s, he command-
ed a small cadre of public-
health officials and an army
of field workers in an endeav-
or that amounted to a medical
moonshot.

“I think it can be fairly said
that the smallpox eradication
was the single greatest achieve-
ment in the history of medi-
cine,”RichardPreston,thebest-
selling author of volumes about
infectious diseases — including
“The Hot Zone,” about the
Ebola virus, and “The Demon
in the Freezer,” about smallpox
— said in an interview. He de-
scribed Henderson as a “Sher-
man tank of a human being —
he simply rolled over bureau-
crats who got in his way.”

For millennia, at least since
the time of the Egyptian pha-
raohs, smallpox had ravaged
its way around the world.
Caused by the variola virus, it
was an exceptionally painful
and gruesome disease. Vic-
tims suffered from fever and
other flulike symptoms before
developing a rash of the pus-
tules that gave the disease its
nickname: the speckled mon-
ster. It killed a third of its vic-
tims and left survivors disfig-
ured, sometimes blind.

“Smallpox has been called
one of the most loathsome dis-
eases,” Henderson told The
Washington Post in 1979. “I
know that no matter how
many visits I made to small-
pox wards filled with serious-
ly ill and dying patients, I al-
ways came away shaken.”

Populations had long
sought to protect themselves
from smallpox through crude
methods of inoculation, the
process by which a patient is
intentionally exposed to a dis-
ease to provoke a mild reac-
tion to obtain immunity from
a more serious infection.

In the 18th century, an Eng-
lish physician, Edward Jen-
ner, discovered that exposure
to the less dangerous cowpox
virus produced immunity to
smallpox. He is regarded as
the father of the smallpox vac-
cine, which was perfected
over the years and severely
curtailed the spread of the
disease in areas where the
vaccine was distributed. Be-
cause of large-scale immuni-
zations, the United States was
free of smallpox by 1949.

But the disease continued
to bedevil countries around
the world, particularly in
South America, South Asia
and Africa. In the late 1950s,
the Soviet Union began to
apply pressure on the WHO,
which is an agency of the Unit-
ed Nations, to mount a cam-
paign to wipe out smallpox.

The campaign, which cost
an estimated total of $300 mil-
lion, employed a strategy
called ring vaccination that
was credited to the American

epidemiologist William
Foege. Rather than attempt-
ing to vaccinate everyone — a
technique determined to be
superfluous — the WHO lo-
cated smallpox patients, iso-
lated them, vaccinated every-
one who had contact with the
victims, and then vaccinated
everyone who had contact
with those people.

The smallpox campaign
benefited from an effective vac-
cine, ingeniously reconstituted
in a freeze-dried form that
could withstand the high tem-
peratures of tropical environ-
ments. It was administered by
a sharp, two-pronged rod that
was easy for nonprofessionals
to use. The nature of smallpox
also offered advantages: With
its telltale sores, it was easy to
identify in patients, and it had
no animal vector, or means of
transmission.

Much credit for its suc-
cess went to Henderson per-
sonally.

“He gives a sense of cer-
tainty on things,” Foege said
in an interview, “and people
like to follow a leader that is
quite certain about what they
are doing.”

When Henderson feared
that the Soviet Union was de-
livering substandard vac-
cines for the effort, he trav-
eled to Moscow, over the pro-
hibition of his bosses, to con-
front authorities there, The
New York Times reported.
When the health minister
under Ethiopian Emperor
Haile Selassie proved insuffi-
ciently helpful, Henderson
entered the country and co-
zied up to the emperor’s per-
sonal physician.

Henderson shared credit
for his accomplishments with
the many WHO collaborators
who performed vaccinations
in the field.

“The obstacles were unbe-
lievable,” Henderson told The
New York Times in 2011, re-
calling the efforts of Ciro de
Quadros, a Brazilian epidemi-
ologist who later helped lead
an assault on polio. “The em-
peror assassinated, two revolu-

tionarygroups fighting,nineof
his own teams kidnapped,
even a helicopter captured and
held for ransom. He kept the
teams in the field — and that
helicopter pilot went out and
vaccinated all the rebels.”

Donald Ainslie Henderson
was born in Lakewood, Ohio,
outside of Cleveland, on Sept.
7, 1928. His mother was a
nurse, and his father was an
engineer.

He had not yet turned 20
when, in 1947, New York City
suffered a smallpox outbreak.
The episode, which resulted
in the vaccination of millions,
spurred Henderson’s interest
in the disease and how it
might be stopped.

He received a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry from Ohio’s
Oberlin College in 1950 and a
medical degree in 1954 from
the University of Rochester in
New York. The next year, he
joined the CDC, then called
the Communicable Disease
Center, where he was men-
tored by Alexander Lang-
muir, the founderof theCDC’s
Epidemic Intelligence Ser-
vice, a sort of epidemiological
special forces.

He received a master of
public health degree from
Johns Hopkins University in
1960. At the CDC, he became
chief of the virus surveillance
section before leading the Af-
rican and then global small-
pox eradication campaigns.

He joined Johns Hopkins,
where he remained until 1990,
later returning to found a cen-
ter for civilian biodefense
studies.

Henderson was the author
of “Smallpox: The Death of a
Disease” (2009). His honors
included the National Medal
of Science in 1986 and the
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the nation’s highest ci-
vilian honor, in 2002.

Survivors include his wife
of 64 years, the former Nana
Bragg of Towson; three chil-
dren, Leigh Henderson of Bal-
timore, David Henderson of
Brooklyn and Douglas Hen-
derson of Berlin.


