
a flock of ducks swimming
around in the water hazard.

“I wish you could hunt
here, too,” he told Martin.

Alas, only fishing was al-
lowed Sunday, and it didn’t
take Seymour long to land a
hefty trout.

Ashe said providing fish-
ing opportunities in untradi-
tional places can not only
give children something to
do outside but can help spark
an interest they can pursue
for a lifetime.

“[This is] just a great op-
portunity for them to come
out, learn how to catch a fish,
acquire these skills and then
head to some of Maine’s
lakes, rivers and ponds [to
put those skills to work],”
Ashe said.

Tim Hodgins of Orrington
showed up at the golf course
with his 12-year-old son,
Alex.

Alex, the grandson of Ban-

gor Muni head golf profes-
sional Brian Enman, admit-
ted he probably lost more
than a few golf balls in the
pond where he was fishing.

But he’s also an outdoors
enthusiast who spends a
weekend a month taking trips
with his Boy Scout troop. In
October, he shot his first
moose. On Saturday, he par-
ticipated in Youth Deer Day.
And on Sunday, he was catch-
ing fish.

“It’s not just the hunting
[and fishing],” his father ex-
plained. “It’s being able to
observe the wildlife. He loves
that as much as anybody.”

On Saturday, a steady
stream of young hunters ar-
rived at Bob’s Kozy Korner
Store in Orrington. Some
picked up snacks they’d eat in
the woods on Youth Deer
Day. Others — 24 in all —
tagged deer.

Keegan Lapointe, 13, of
Brewer arrived at the store
with his dad, Kelly Lapointe.
They saw two does early in
the day and were fueling up
on coffee and hot chocolate.

Kelly Lapointe said that al-
though he grew up hunting,
he didn’t push Keegan into
the activity. Instead, his son
has made it clear he’d love to
get out in the woods.

“He used his own money to
get his own gun,” Kelly
Lapointe said. “He decided to
get into hunting because his
uncle and I are fairly avid
hunters.”

And while parents may
sometimes encourage their
children to take up hunting,
Lapointe said job commit-
ments and youth sports that
Keegan and his brother play
have cut into his own hunting
time severely over the past
few years. In this family’s
case, Keegan’s desire to hunt
has spurred his father into
action.

“I got so busy [this week] I
wasn’t even looking at the
calendar,” Kelly Lapointe
said. “He said, ‘Are we going
to go [hunt on Youth Deer
Day]?’ I said absolutely.
Whatever we’ve got to do,
we’ll get you out in the
woods.”

Once there, the duo focus
on safety and on taking in the
surroundings.

“It’s just an appreciation of
nature,” he said. “We’re
lucky to live here in Maine
where we can do these kinds
of things. We appreciate what
we have.”

Chris Soper of Orland and
his 13-year-old son, Cameron,
also stopped by Bob’s Kozy
Korner Store on Saturday
morning.

Cameron was beaming,
with good reason: In the back
of the truck was his eight-
point buck, which weighed in
at 178 pounds.

“[This] is a lifetime memo-
ry right here,” Chris Soper
said. “He’ll never forget this
moment. Ever.”

Cameron said he enjoys
spending time with his father
and loves to hunt. But he said
the practical side of hunting
is the most attractive to him.

“It makes me feel good
when I can feed my family,”
he said. “It makes me feel
happy when I can help sup-
port them.”

In celebration of Hallow-
een, I write about ravens.
It’s the spookiest bird I can
think of. It’s not only the

color. There is just something
eerily intelligent about them.
Indeed, ravens have one of the
largest brains in the bird
world.

I’m sure we learn valuable
lessons by studying ravens,
but come on, scientists, you’re
just having fun, aren’t you? It
must be an enjoyable chal-
lenge to devise intelligence
tests for these birds and then
watch them beat you at it. Bi-
ologists have fashioned all
sorts of trials whereby the
bird must retrieve a morsel of
food by solving a puzzle or
using tools.

Ravens are sneaky. Their
bills are not designed to open
the carcass of a dead animal. If
they are the first to find one in
the woods, they’ve been
known to raise a ruckus, at-
tracting other scavengers that
are then able to tear open the
hide. The ravens merely wait
their turn or opportunistically
dash in for a chunk. A study
in Wyoming revealed that ra-
vens will fly toward the sound
of gunfire, hoping that a suc-
cessful hunter will leave en-
trails in the woods.

Ravens cache food in antici-
pation of leaner times. Crafti-
ly, they also watch each other,
and they remember where
their friends stashed the chow,
so they can steal it. However,
the ravens are aware that they
can’t trust each other, and
they work harder than other
birds to find safe hiding plac-
es, often travelling farther
than necessary. They even
pretend to cache food, trying
to fool onlookers.

Ravens play. They’ve been
witnessed sliding on snow,
teasing other animals and
somersaulting through the air.
There are accounts of ravens
flying upside down for over
half a mile. Juvenile ravens
are particularly playful, and
all ravens are fascinated by
shiny things. Over time, adult
ravens become suspicious of
anything new and unexpected.

Chalk one up for intelli-
gence, ravens are the most
widespread members of the
corvid family. They are found
throughout the northern
hemisphere. Corvids include
ravens, crows, jays and mag-
pies. Ravens are omnivorous,
eating grains, berries, insects
and animals, both alive and
dead. They can eat garbage
and the undigested seeds
found in manure. Ravens can
find food in cold climates
where humans barely exist,
yet coexist comfortably with
humans in populated areas.
Roadkill is a favorite food,
something that humans make
in abundance.

Raven numbers plummeted
in the early 1900s, partly be-
cause of habitat loss, but most-
ly because farmers used poi-
son and shotguns to keep
them away from crops. Raven

numbers have not recovered
in the southeastern United
States, though northern ra-
vens are expanding south-
ward along the Appalachians.
Raven populations in the west
have vastly increased, with a
range that extends from the
arctic to Mexico.

Ravens are not as sociable
as crows. It’s unusual to see
more than a single family unit

together.
Mated pairs
often travel
and forage
together, and
they remain
devoted to
their off-
spring for
much of the
year. Young
birds begin
courtship be-
havior quite

early in life, even though they
are not likely to breed for sev-
eral more years.

In groups of unrelated
birds, ravens become quite
quarrelsome. They aggressive-
ly defend nesting territories,
reducing competition for the
food sources they will need to
feed their families. Yet, when
a raven in winter finds a car-
cass too big for one bird, it will
often call others to the feast.
The finder benefits from this
altruism because someday it,
too, may be called.

All of these complex social
interactions create the need
for a big vocabulary. Ravens
are famous for the variety of
sounds they make, including
the ability to mimic. Birds
have been taught to imitate
human speech, including mul-
tisyllabic words such as never-
more. In the wild, biologists
have documented up to thirty
different vocalizations, plus a
series of wing flaps and bill
clicks, all of which help them
to sort out their relationships
with other ravens.

We’ve got lots of ravens in
Maine, but we have even more
crows. It can be difficult to tell
them apart, even though ra-
vens are much larger. Under
ideal conditions, the differenc-
es are apparent, but condi-
tions are never ideal. Wind
and sun can play tricks. A
bird can look big when ob-
served from below, but small-
er when seen from the side.
Ravens have huge bills and di-
amond-shaped tails, but these
field marks are easily ob-
scured from many viewing an-
gles.

I’ve been seeing a lot of ra-
vens lately. Child-rearing is
done, winter isn’t here yet,
and they are feeling particu-
larly playful. Happy Hallow-
een.

Bob Duchesne serves as vice
president of Maine Audubon’s
Penobscot Valley Chapter.
He developed the Maine
Birding Trail, with informa-
tion at mainebirdingtrail.
com. He can be reached at
duchesne@midmaine.com.
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BANGOR— Presentation
on the proposed national
park and recreation area
in the Maine North
Woods, 11:30 a.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 1, at Unitarian
Universalist Society of
Bangor, 120 Park St.
Free. 941-1670.

BANGOR—Walking and
rolling through Bangor
City Forest and Great
Skates with Maine Yoga
Adventures, noon-3:30
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 29,
meeting at Bangor City
Forest, Tripp Drive. Cost
is $25 per person or $60
per family. maineyogaad-
ventures.com or 299-
0082.

BREWER— Central Maine
Chapter of the Ruffed
Grouse Society’s fifth
annual Conservation and
Sportsmen’s Banquet,
Saturday, Nov. 21, at
Penobscot County Con-

servation Association,
570 North Main St. Social
hour, 6 p.m.; dinner, 7:30
p.m. Proceeds to
enhance habitat for
ruffed grouse, American
woodcock and other for-
est wildlife. Live and
silent auction, games,
drawings and door priz-
es, highlighted with quali-
ty firearms, artwork and
collectibles. Individual
membership and dinner
tickets, $70; membership
and spouse package,
which includes two din-
ners, $95; junior mem-
bership and dinner ticket
for those 17 and younger,
$25. Banquet, Conserva-
tion, Sustaining and Gold
sponsorship packages
available at $275, $500,
$1,000 and $2,500
respectively. 862-5069.

BREWER— Flying and
Wining, a gentle aerial
yoga class including
nature walk along the
Penobscot River, lunch
by Tiller & Rye presenta-
tion at the Orono library

and visit to Central Street
Farmhouse to discuss
wine and make a batch,
9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 4, at
Om Land Yoga, 72 Cen-
ter St., Brewer. Cost $40.
maineyogaadventures.
com or 299-0082.

GRAND LAKE STREAM—
Wilderness first aid, 8
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 14-15, at
Downeast Lakes Land
Trust, 4 Water St. Led by
Stonehearth Open Learn-
ing Opportunities. $150
per student, CPR offered
for an additional fee.
Lodging and meals not
included. Students
should come prepared
with items from SOLO’s
Gear List, available at
www.downeastlakes.org.
796-2100 or cbrown@
downeastlakes.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM—
Join Downeast Lakes
Land Trust education and
outreach manager Colin
Brown on a sensory-filled

“Night Hike” during the
dark hours of a new
moon, 6-7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12. Par-
ticipants should not bring
any source of light on the
hike and young children
should be accompanied
by an adult. Night owls
meet at the end of Tough
End Road. 796-2100 or
cbrown@downeastlakes.
org.

LIMERICK —Maine Life
Gate Church’s annual
free all-you-can-eat hunt-
ers breakfast, 4:45-7:30
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 31, at
the church, 19 Foss
Road.

MOUNT DESERT— Acadia
Leadership Institute and
SOLO of Conway, New
Hampshire, offer an inter-
nationally recognized wil-
derness medicine
course, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Nov. 7-15, at Camp
Beech Cliff. Cost is $625
and bag lunches are
included. Register now at
campbeechcliff.org or

email owen@camp-
beechcliff.org for informa-
tion.

ORONO— Climbing and
hopping with Maine Yoga
Adventures, with instruc-
tion on using the climb-
ing wall at Maine Bound,
yoga practice, healthy
food and “hopping” to
beverage tasting at
Orono Brewer Co.,
2-6:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14, at Maine Bound,
University of Maine. Cost
$50. maineyogaadven-
tures.com or 299-0082.

ORRINGTON— King’s
Mountain corn maze, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays, through
Oct. 31, 789 Center
Drive. Pumpkins and
plants from Ledgewood
Gardens available for
purchase. Briana Daily
Photography is offering
mini-photo sessions by
appointment.

ROCKLAND—Maine
Coastal Islands National

Wildlife Refuge and
Friends of Maine’s Sea-
bird Islands series of lec-
tures and films about
National Wildlife Refuges,
6:30 p.m. in October and
November, at the Visitor
Center, 9 Water St. Free
admission. Lectures are:
Steve Agious on Aroos-
took, Nov. 9; Ward Feurt
on Rachel Carson, Nov.
16. www.fws.gov.

STEUBEN— “Wood Plant
Identification by Twigs”
weekend workshop with
Dennis Magee will teach
participants to identify
common trees and
shrubs in winter, 6-8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 6; 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7; 9
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 8, at Eagle Hill Insti-
tute, 59 Eagle Hill Road.
eaglehill.us/fall-work-
shops, 546-2821, ext. 1,
or office@eaglehill.us.

Things to Do
Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit
www.bangordailynews.com.

Where to get your hunter breakfast
BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

For most of us, it has been 11
months since last deer season
wrapped up. Come Saturday
morning, opening day for
Maine residents, we’ll all be
ready to go.

There is one matter to take
care of before we head into the
woods,ofcourse:Wherearewe
going to eat?

Luckily, a number of civic
organizations are willing to
help us answer that question.
From Presque Isle to Stockton
Springs, groups have been pre-
paring to welcome hunters —
and hungry non-hunters, for
that matter — to their annual
hunters breakfasts.

Eggs? Check. Pancakes?
Probably. Bacon, sausage and
home fries? Of course. All you
have to do is wake up early, set
course for one of these handy
spots and eat your fill.

Heck, once you finish up,
you might even feel like head-
ing into the woods to spend a
day trying to fill your tag. Or
you might be so full that you
feel likeheadinghometotakea
nap. The choice is yours.

These breakfasts are truly
for the early birds — legal
shooting hours begin at 6:42
a.m. Saturday, and organizers
of these feasts have taken your
hunting plans into consider-
ation. The flip-side? Sleep in
late, and you might go hungry.

Here then, are your opening
day options — and a few ad-
vance notices for those who
really like to plan ahead.

Openingdayfeeds
— In Bucksport, the

Bucksmills Rod and Gun Club
will be feeding hunters from 4
to 9 a.m. at their clubhouse, 359
Bucksmills Road. The price is
$4 for children under 12, $8 for
adults. For more information,
call 469-2195.

— In Corinna, hunters are
invited to stop by the Corinna
Fire Department at 37 Exeter
Road for a breakfast being held
from 4 to 8 a.m. Adults will pay
$7, kids age 12 and younger pay
just $5. A rifle raffle also will be
held.

— In Dexter, you’ll want to
head to the Dexter Grange, 6
Church St., from 5 to 9 a.m.
Kids 5 and under eat for free,
6- to 11-year-olds pay $3, adults
pay $6.

— In East Millinocket,
you can fill up at the East Mil-
linocket Fire Station, from 5 to
8 a.m. The breakfast fees — $6
foradults, $4 for juniorhunters
— will be used to fund scholar-
ships, fire prevention efforts, a
smoke detector program and a
children’s fundayduringSum-
merfest. For more informa-
tion, call 746-5355.

— In Hartland, the Hart-
land-St. Albans Lions Club has
you covered: Their breakfast
will run from 5 to 8 a.m. at the
Grace Linn Methodist Church
on Commercial Street. Break-
fast will cost $6.

— In Howland, Penobscot
Valley High School will hold
its annual breakfast from 5 to 8
a.m.

— In Limerick, the Maine
Life Gate Church will feed
hunters from 4:45 to 7:30 a.m. at
the church, 19 Foss Road.

— In Milo, the Three Riv-
ers Kiwanis will hold the Milo-
Brownville hunters breakfast

at Kiwanis Headquarters on
Gerrish Road. Hours are from
5 to 10 a.m. Adults eat for $8,
kids age 12 and younger pay
just $2.

— In Old Town, one of the
area’s biggest hunters break-
fasts will return for its 65th
year. The Old Town Rotary
will stage the event from 4 to 8
a.m. at Waterfront Park. The
fee is $5 per person or $15 for
families. Kids under 12 can eat
for $2.50.

— In Presque Isle, hunters
will gather at Grant Memorial
United Methodist Church, 79
Fleetwood St., from 4:30 to 8:30
a.m., for a breakfast to benefit
the church’s youth group. Fees
are$6 foradults, $4 forchildren
12 and younger.

— Also in Presque Isle,
the Presque Isle Fish & Game
Club will host a breakfast from
4 to 8 a.m. at the clubhouse on
Parsons Road. Admission is $7
per person.

— In Stockton Springs,
American Legion Jerry W.
Dobbins Post 157 will stage a
breakfast from 4 to 8 a.m. at
Sandy Point Community Club
on Route 1. Adults eat for $7;
kids under 12 pay just $3.

Abitofbadnews
Hunters who have grown

accustomed to a pair of break-
fasts will have to make other
plans this year.

First up, In Millinocket,
organizersof theannualAmer-
ican Legion breakfast have an-
nounced their event has been
canceled this year.

And second, in Dedham,
hunters who’ve historically
stopped by the Dedham School
on opening day should also

make other plans. The school
will not stage a breakfast on
Saturday. Plenty of hunters
from Holden and Dedham, as
well as Bangor-area hunters
heading out Route 1A, have
traditionally made the break-
fast an opening day tradition.
Plan accordingly.

Planningahead
If you’re one of those hunt-

ers who likes to know where
their next meal is coming from
— and the meal after that and
so on — here’s some good
news: Organizations already
are planning for events that
won’t be happening on open-
ing day. Here are a few options
on coming weekends:

— In Glenburn on Nov. 7,
the Glenburn Lakeside Riders
Snowmobile Club will hold a
breakfast from 4:30 to 8 a.m. at
the Glenburn Community
Club.

— In Holden on Nov. 7,
the Eastern Maine Snowmo-
bile Club on Levenseller Road
will serve breakfast from 4:30
to 8:30 a.m.

— In Hampden on Nov.
14, the Hampden VFW break-
fast is set for 5 to 9 a.m. at the
VFW on Canoe Club Road.

— In Charleston and
Parkman on Nov. 14, two
breakfasts are scheduled to
benefit Highview Christian
Academy athletics. One is at
Charleston Elementary School
and the other at McKusick
Gymnasium in the old Park-
man Elementary School. Both
run from 4:30 to 10 a.m.

— In Atkinson on Nov. 21,
a breakfast will be held at At-
kinson Methodist Church
from 4:30 to 8 a.m.

Insight into the
spookiest birds

BOB DUCHESNE

Two common
ravens perch
on a rock.

BOB
DUCHESNE
GOOD
BIRDING

That’s not to say we’re not
together, though.

Every shot in the distance
— even way in the distance
— is reason to feel optimistic.
Someone got one, we’ll think.
If the shot is closer, we get
even more excited. Was that
Chris? That shot came from
the direction he said he’d be
hunting.

Sometimes we keep track
of each other with radios and
are able to ask those ques-
tions aloud. Other times we
text back and forth: “Was that
you? Did you get him?”

And still other times, noth-
ing much happens. At least,
nothing happens that we feel
like sharing.

A few hours later — often
at lunch — we regroup at a
truck parked nearby. And we
share our stories about things
that did or didn’t happen.

Those parts of the day are
among my favorites. Sure, I
love to listen to the forest
wake up around me, and my
heart starts pumping when I
hear tentative footsteps ap-
proaching from behind a
thicket. Watching various
critters walk past is always a
kick.

But those lunchtime chats
— or the ones that take place
at the end of a long day in the

woods — are our sharing
times.

Most days, most of us have
something to say. We saw a
deer in the distance. We
jumped a buck that ran to-
ward another member of our
group. We were visited by a
red squirrel that refused to
leave. We saw two moose in a
clearing — or, sometimes, we
saw nothing at all.

That’s the way hunting is.
You don’t know what you’ll
see unless you go — and you
know you’ll see nothing if you
don’t.

Opening day, then, is a day
worth savoring. It’s a day we
look forward to for 11 months.
And it’s a day we wouldn’t
think of missing.

Maybewe’ll comebackfrom
thewoodswithstoriestoshare.
Maybe we’ll even get a deer on
opening day this year.

Or maybe we’ll just enjoy
ourtimeinthebeautifulMaine
woods with friends.

Nomatterwhat thecase, it’ll
be a glorious day worth re-
membering. We’re sure of that.

Enjoy your opening day. Be
safe.

And do yourself a favor:
Take time to appreciate those
little moments that make life
here so special.

John Holyoke can be
reached at jholyoke@ban-
gordailynews.com or 990-
8214. Follow him on Twitter:
@JohnHolyoke.


