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ATKINSON — Hunters
breakfast, 4:30-8 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 21, at
Atkinson Methodist
Church. Menu includes
baked beans, sausage,
biscuits, homefries,
eggs, coffee and juice.
Cost is $4 for adults, $2
for children under 12.

CHARLESTON and PARK-
MAN— All-you-can-eat
hunters breakfast buffets
to benefit Highview Ath-
letics, 4:30-10 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14, at the old
Charleston Elementary
School in Charleston and
at McKusick Gymnasium
at the old Parkman Ele-
mentary School in Park-
man. $7 for adults, $5 for
ages 3-10, free for chil-
dren under 3. Door prizes
and silent auction.

EDDINGTON — Hunters
breakfast, 6-9 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, Eddington
Salmon Club. Eggs to
order, ham, home fries,
pancakes, coffee, tea,
orange juice, and bis-
cuits. $6, $3 children 12
and under. R. Day, 942-
1080.

FREEPORT — Free nature
journaling workshop by
Freeport Historical Soci-
ety and Maine Island
Trails Association with
author Andrea Lani from
University of Southern
Maine’s Stonecoast Pro-
gram, 1-4 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 8, at Pettengill
Farm, 31 Pettengill
Road. Workshop suitable
for all ages. Attendees to
practice observing with
all senses, learn simple
drawing techniques and
write prose and poetry.
Meet at the end of
Pettengill Road. Access
to the site requires a
15-minute walk along an
unpaved road. No bath-
room facilities. Dress for
the weather and bring a
journal, blank book or
paper, basic writing and
drawing tools (pen, pen-
cil and colored pencils),
as well as something to
sit on outdoors, such as
a camp chair or insulat-
ing mat. Dogs and other
pets are not allowed at
Pettengill Farm. Reser-
vations required by con-
tacting Chris Wall,
regional stewardship
manager at MITA, at
cwall@mita.org or 761-
8225.

GLENBURN — Glenburn
Lakeside Riders Snow-
mobile Club hunters
breakfast, 4:30-8 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7, at
West Glenburn Commu-
nity Club, corner of Ohio
Street and Philips Road.
$7.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Wilderness first aid, 8
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Nov. 14-15, at
Downeast Lakes Land
Trust, 4 Water St. Led by
Stonehearth Open
Learning Opportunities.
$150 per student, CPR
offered for an additional
fee. Lodging and meals
not included. Students
should come prepared
with items from SOLO’s
Gear List, available at
www.downeastlakes.org.
For information or to
pre-register, call
Downeast Lakes Land
Trust at 796-2100 or
email cbrown@downeas-
tlakes.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM —
Join Downeast Lakes
Land Trust education
and outreach manager
Colin Brown on a senso-
ry-filled “Night Hike” dur-
ing the dark hours of a
new moon, 6-7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 12. Par-
ticipants should not
bring any source of light
on the hike and young
children should be
accompanied by an
adult. Night owls meet at
the end of Tough End
Road. 796-2100 or
cbrown@downeastlakes.
org.

HAMPDEN — Hampden
VFW’s annual hunters
breakfast, 5-9 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14, at the
VFW, 41 Canoe Club
Road. Menu will include
coffee, milk, juice, home
fries, bacon, sausage,
pancakes, eggs, baked
beans and toast. $7.

HERMON — Penobscot
Valley Ski Club wax clin-
ic, free pizza night and
membership meeting,
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.
10, at Hermon Mountain,
441 Newburgh Road.
Bring a dessert to share.
skiclub@pvskiclub.org.

HOLDEN — Hunters
breakfast , 4:30-8:30
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 7,
Eastern Maine Snowmo-
bile Club, 263 Lev-
enseller Road. 944-7762.

LEE — What is “House in

the Woods?” an informa-
tional seminar on the
retreat for military mem-
bers and their families, 7
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 12,
Sunbury Village Retire-
ment Community, 922
Ohio St. Founding fami-
lies Paul and Dee House
and Bill and Quie Emery
will talk about giving
back to veterans in
honor of their respective
sons, Sgt. Joel A. House
and Sgt. Blair Emery,
who both died in Iraq in
2007.

ORONO — Climbing and
hopping with Maine
Yoga Adventures, with
instruction on using the
climbing wall at Maine
Bound, yoga practice,
healthy food and “hop-
ping” to beverage tast-
ing at Orono Brewer Co.,
2-6:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14, Maine Bound,
University of Maine. Cost
is $50. Visit
maineyogaadventures.
com for registration and
information or call 299-
0082.

PLYMOUTH — Plymouth
Fire and Rescue annual
hunters breakfast, 4:30-
10 a.m. Saturday, Nov.
21, Plymouth fire station,

39 Lower Detroit Road.
$7, $3.50 children.

ROCKLAND — Maine
Coastal Islands National
Wildlife Refuge and
Friends of Maine’s Sea-
bird Islands series of lec-
tures and films about
National Wildlife Refug-
es, 6:30 p.m. in Novem-
ber, at the Visitor Center,
9 Water St. Free admis-
sion. Lectures are: Steve
Agious on Aroostook,
Nov. 9; Ward Feurt on
Rachel Carson, Nov. 16.
www.fws.gov.

STEUBEN — “Wood Plant
Identification by Twigs”
weekend workshop with
Dennis Magee will teach
participants to identify
common trees and
shrubs in winter, 6-8
p.m. Friday, Nov. 6; 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 7; 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 8, at Eagle
Hill Institute, 59 Eagle
Hill Road. Details and
registration at eaglehill.
us/fall-workshops. 546-
2821, ext. 1, or office@
eaglehill.us.

Things to Do
Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.
bangordailynews.com.

the students, it was their first
time hiking to the island’s sce-
nic granite peaks.

They spent the weekend
playing campground games,
learning outdoor skills from
professionals and members of
the Bowdoin College Outing
Club, rock climbing with Aca-
dia Mountain Guides and hik-
ing historic trails on Cadillac
Mountain, Beehive and the
Giant Slide.

“We had groups go out to
Seawall Picnic Area and
watch the sunrise and sunset
each day,” Meghan Henshall,
T3 outreach coordinator, said.
“That was pretty cool to see
outing clubs doing that togeth-
er.”

The fall Rendezvous is just
one example of what T3 has to
offer high school outing clubs.
Over the years, the nonprofit
has grown and has reached
more schools and developed
partnerships with outdoor or-
ganizations and businesses
across the state.

Most recently, T3 received
support from the Leonard C.
and Mildred F. Ferguson
Foundation, which has
pledged to match up to $7,500
in new donations made to T3’s
Fill the Boot campaign before
Dec. 31. Funds raised during
this campaign will go toward
T3’s general fund.

“We think doing this kind
of campaign will help us not
only raise exposure for T3 but
also help bring in some new
support,” Erin Krumpe, T3 de-
velopment coordinator, said.
“There have been some really
wonderful individuals who’ve
kept T3 going over the years.
But like any organization,
we’re also looking for new
support to help sustain us in
the future.”

The establishment of Teens
to Trails was spurred by the
Leones losing their 15-year-old
daughter Sara in 2005 in a car
crash. Sara and her sister
Lindsay were active members
of the Wiscasset High School
Outing Club.

“We were just lucky we had
a couple of teachers [at Wis-
casset High School] that kept
this outing club active over
the years,” Carol Leone said.
“That was really inspiration.
Outing clubs were happening
in some places but not many

of them. It wasn’t a new idea
but one that was already
working. We knew if we want-
ed to make a difference in the
growing disconnect between
kids and nature, we needed to
focus. We picked teenagers,
and we picked outing clubs as
a way to engage them.”

At first, the Leones’ imag-
ined T3 would be a short-term,
volunteer-run project. But in
recent years, they realized the
nonprofit needs to persist and
expand for them to reach their
goals and continue to support
teen outdoor programming.

A big part of T3’s plan for
the future involves the Asso-
ciationofMaineOutingClubs,
which T3 formed a little over a
year ago.

“It’s a really powerful advo-
cacy group that can tackle is-
sues outing clubs face, such as
limited gear, transportation
costs, risk management and
liabilities,” Meghan Henshall
said.

Currently 22 outing clubs
are members of the new asso-
ciation, which offers special
perks that include discounted

rates at certain outdoor ven-
ues and discounted training
for skills like wilderness first
aid. T3 also holds trip lotteries
for AMOC members three
times per year for a variety of
free or heavily discounted out-
door group trips located
throughout the state.

During the most recent lot-
tery, held at the end of Septem-
ber, four high school outing
clubs won trips. One offering
was a cross-country ski trip at
Katahdin Woods & Waters
Recreation Area, where the
students will talk with the ar-
ea’s recreation manager and
stay overnight at a wilderness
lodge. The other three trips
included rock climbing in
Scarborough, a mountain bik-
ing excursion in Jefferson and
a hut-to-hut adventure with
Maine Huts & Trails in west-
ern Maine.

“The list of those benefits
for [AMOC] members is grow-
ing every day,” Henshall said.
“It’s really a network of outing
club advisers and student
leaders that share resources
and ideas.”

“It’s not just been a matter
of getting outing clubs start-
ed,” Carol Leone said. “Now
we know better. Not only do
we need to keep T3 sustain-
able, we need the outing clubs
to be sustainable, and we
know it’s going to take time.”

Their big vision is to help
establish and support active
and sustainable outing clubs
or outdoor adventure pro-
grams at every high school in
Maine.

Someday, Leone envisions
T3 might reach schools out-
side Maine.

“We get requests all the
time from people outside of
Maine asking if there’s any-
thing like us in their state.
We’ve shared resources and
information outside of Maine
with people looking to do simi-
lar things,” Carol Leone said.
“Using outing clubs to attract
teenagers to the outdoors is
something that can happen
everywhere.”

For information about Teens
to Trails, visit
teenstotrails.org.

Beekeepers to swarmHampden Academy
I have finally extracted

the honey from my last
honey super of the fall. If I
can expect this amount of
honey from my bees next
year, it’s time to treat myself
to that electric motor pow-
ered extractor Harold Swan
has for me. Hand cranking
the extractor for nearly 50
supers this year is hard
work, but has certainly built
up my upper body strength.

In just a couple of weeks
the highlight of the Maine
State Beekeepers Associa-
tion year comes to Hampden
Academy. This is the second
year my club, Penobscot
County Beekeepers, have
hosted the MSBA annual
meeting and conference. We
expect in the order of 250
beekeepers from all over the
state to attend again. The

event is open to all members
of the MSBA, their guests or
those who join at the door for
$15. The cost of the event is
$35 if you
buy your
ticket online
at maine-
b e e k e e r s .
org or $45 on
the door.
L u n c h ,
d r i n k s ,
snacks and
two raffle
tickets are
included in the price.

The event runs all day Sat-
urday, Nov. 14. Doors open at
8 a.m., and we have some
great speakers lined up.

Keynote speaker Mike
Palmer is one of the world’s
leading authorities on bee-
keeping in northern climates.

As I warn my beekeeping stu-
dents, much of what you read
in books and online is written
by or meant for beekeepers in
more southerly and forgiving
climates than Maine. Mike
will give two talks, one on
beekeeping in the north and
the other on making and
over-wintering nucs. A nuc,
or nucleus colony, is a small
“starter” hive that conven-
tional “wisdom” would deem
too small to survive northern
winters. These really are
“must see” talks for beekeep-
ers and interested laypersons
in this region.

We also have a number of
other great talks. State Apia-
rist, Tony Jadzack will give
an update on what has been
happening to bees in Maine
during 2015. It is always en-
lightening to hear in detail

what has been happening on
the blueberry barrens and in
regions outside this one. Two
of professor Frank Drum-
mond’s post graduate stu-
dents at the University of
Maine will be talking to us
about their work. Megan
Leech will talk about honey-
bee nutrition in pollens and
nectar, and Brianne Du Clos
will talk about predicting op-
timal honeybee apiary site
locations in Maine. We also
have Carol Cottril, master
beekeeper and former presi-
dent of MSBA. She will be
talking about harvesting and
utilizing beeswax. Finally, I
will be joined by a student
representative of Hampden
Academy beekeeping club,
Lily Salfi, to talk about the
HA beekeeping club. We will
briefly discuss establishing

the school club and the plans
and pointers towards starting
more such groups around the
state.

One of the things I am most
looking forward to will be the
MSBA presentation to Harold
and Hilda Swan with a well-
deserved Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for their services
to bees and beekeepers. Over
the last seven decades the
name Swan has become syn-
onymous with honey in
Maine. I doubt there are any
beekeepers in this region who
haven’t learned something
about their hobby from them.

Another highlight of the
event is always the blind
honey tasting competition.
Beekeepers from all over the
state will enter a sample of
their honey. Last year the
honey voted the best in

Maine was shared by two
beekeepers: Geoff MacLean
of Red Brook Honey in Scar-
borough and local beekeeper
Mahlon Wood of Uncle
Woody’s of Hermon.

The event is always made
more interesting by the pres-
ence of a great variety of
vendors, as well as a huge
array of raffle items. The pro-
ceeds of the raffles help to
offset the cost of the event. If
you have an item you would
like to contribute to the raffle
table, just let me know.

Peter Cowin, aka The Bee
Whisperer, is president of
the Penobscot County
Beekeepers Association.
Check out The Bee
Whisperer on Facebook,
email petercowin@tds.net
or call 299-6948.
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body off. Everybody came in.
[On Sunday], there must have
been, at any time, 25, 35 people
here.”

AndPagewasagracioushost.
“Everybody was whooping

and hollering,” he said. “I
make homemade jelly and jam
and pickles, and they was put-
ting the pickles to ’em. They
had a lot of fun. Everybody
had a lot of fun.”

Page said he would have
been nearly as happy for a
neighbor if they’d bagged the
big buck, and admitted that
when it comes to shooting a
big deer, luck plays a big part.

“You can’t plan on any-
thing. You can’t figure those
[big bucks] out,” he said. “You
just luck onto ’em.”

Manbags 19-pointer
Ben Thibodeau of Brewer

has been hunting in Maine for
the past three years with his
father-in-law, Byron Dill, and
admits that until this year,
he’d had exactly zero luck.

“The last two years, I never
saw a deer on that property
[that I was hunting on Open-
ing Day],” Thibodeau said.
[Dill] would go out if I was
working, and he’d come back
and say, ‘I saw five.’ Or, ‘I saw
three does and a buck. I
couldn’t get a shot. It was a
small buck.’ And every time I
went out, nothing.”

Thibodeau changed his
luck on Saturday while hunt-
ing in Bucksport.

Boy, did he change his luck.
“There’s two blinds in a

field that a friend of ours has,
and I went to the lower one,”
Thibodeau said. “[Dill] was in
one that’s about 150 yards up
the field from where I was.”

Thibodeau said he heard a
noise he thought might be a
deer and peeked out of his
ground blind. On one side, he
saw nothing. Then he shifted
his gaze.

“There’s what looks like a
patch of goldenrod or some-
thing, and then it kind of
flinched,” he explained. “So I
knew it was a deer.”

Eventually he saw the
deer’s antlers, and he lined up
a shot. Just after he fired, he
saw another deer pop its head
up, and realized there was
more traffic in the area than
he’d thought.

That’s when he heard Dill
shoot.

Dill ended up missing his
long-range shot into the sun,
but Thibodeau didn’t. And
after the duo met up in the
field to discuss what hap-
pened, they saw an antler
sticking out of the grass.

“I started pumping my fist
— ‘Yeah! We got one!’”
Thibodeau said. “We both get
to the deer at the same time
and [he says] a couple of exple-
tives.”

At their feet was a deer with
a most original rack, with two
large drop tines and a number
of other points.

“My jaw dropped,”
Thibodeau said. “I couldn’t ex-
press [what I was feeling] be-
cause I’d never seen a deer
that big in real life.”

Dill, who lives in Buck-
sport, is calling the deer a
19-pointer. Thibodeau said
one of those points isn’t an
inch long, so he’s calling it an
18-pointer. Either way, the
rack was impressive.

The buck weighed 250
pounds, liveweight,anddressed
out at 197.8, including the heart.

And though Dill had cap-
tured photos of the deer on his
trail camera, the pair quickly
learned that others in the Mill-
vale Road area had also taken
note of the deer with the huge
rack. In fact, they’d given it a
nickname.

“The landowner said he
had seen that deer for the past
few years. It was kind of a
local legend down there,”
Thibodeau said. “When I got
it, he came down and said,
“Holy [expletive]. You got the
Millvale Monster!”

The landowner helped load
the deer onto a four-wheeler,
and when Thibodeau and Dill
took the deer to the tagging
station, the real celebration
started.

“When we got into town I
could really start to under-
stand how special this deer
was, because people were
driving by and turning
around,” Thibodeau said. “Ev-
erybody who drove by said,
‘I’ve got to get a picture. Can I
have a picture?’”

Thibodeau said at least 15
people told him it was the big-
gest deer, or the biggest rack,
they’d ever seen.

Another told him it looked
like something you’d see in
Field & Stream magazine.

“It’s not something you see
every day,” he summed up.
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Students from
nine Maine high
school outing
clubs learn to
rock climb at
Otter Cliffs in
Acadia National
Park during the
annual Teens
to Trails
Acadia Fall
Rendezvous on
Columbus Day
weekend on
Mount Desert
Island. Acadia
Mountain
Guides led
several
climbing trips
with the
students that
weekend.


