
have the greatest reputa-
tion,” Blomberg said. “At
the same time, they’re im-
portant for people. They
deal with harmful pests,
like mosquitoes and crop-
eating insects.”

Blomberg proposed the
idea of a citizen-science bat
monitoring project to offi-
cials at the Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, which worked
with him to secure a grant
through the Maine Outdoor
Heritage Fund to support a
pilot project. He also teamed
up with Maine Audubon, an
organization that works to
conserve the state’s wildlife
habitat through education
and conservation.

The pilot project took
place July through Septem-
ber.

Twenty volunteers were
issued BatME detector kits.
With these kits, they col-
lected more than 4,000 de-
tections of bats throughout
the state.

Logan Parker of Augus-
ta was among the volun-
teers.

“I was going out every
night and detecting a lot of
bats,” said Parker, who
monitored for bats for three
weeks, starting in late July.
“I started out really local.
I’m from Augusta, so I went
into the backyard of my
childhood home because I
was curious about what
was back there.”

In his search for bats,
Parker traveled throughout
central Maine, visiting pub-
lic walking trails, lake-
shores and wetlands of
Rome, Baldwin, Manches-
ter, Belgrade, Unity, China
and Smithfield. He also took
a trip to western Maine, to
Milton and Redding, and
sometimes brought along
family and friends, as well
as a group of home-school-
ers.

The list to sign out the
bat detectors filled up
quickly at Audubon cen-
ters. They had to turn some
people away because the
pilot project was limited to
five BatME kits, Blomberg
said.

Parker, the community
engagement coordinator for
the Maine Lakes Resource

Center, has been interested
in bat conservation for sev-
eral years and has even
given public lectures on
bats. But that wasn’t always
the case.

“It started with me not
really knowing anything
about bats and being afraid
of them, actually,” he said.
“But when I heard about
white-nose syndrome a few
years back, it encouraged
me to start learning about
them and reassessing what
I thought about them. I
found out I had all these
misconceptions.”

Each kit consists of a
Wildlife Acoustics EchoMe-
ter Touch Microphone, an
Apple iPad Mini2, an exten-
sion cable for the micro-
phone, a charger cable and
a protective case. The kits
cost about $900 each.

To navigate, bats use
echolocation, emitting
high-frequency sounds that
echo off surfaces to relay
information back to them
about their environment.

The iPads in the BatME
kits are equipped with an
app that converts these

high-frequency bat calls
into lower frequencies hu-
mans can hear, as well as a
visual representation, so
volunteer monitors know
instantly when a bat is
nearby.

Furthermore, the appli-
cation instantly identifies
the bat species based on its
call. Different species of
bats have evolved different
call frequencies suited for
their preferred habitat.

With his BatME kit,
Parker detected six of
Maine’s eight bat species.

“It’s amazing,” Parker
said. “There was one pond I
went to specifically that
was really cool near Wood-
stock, Maine. We stationed
ourselves there just after
sunset, and the detector
was completely silent for a
while. Then, all the sudden
was just this boom of activ-
ity, and you could actually
see the bats silhouetted
against the sky.”

During the pilot project,
volunteers recorded a total
of 1,645 detections of big
brown bats; 535 detections
of eastern red bats; 581 de-

tections of hoary bat; 1,427
detections of silver-haired
bat; 139 detections of little
brown bats; 74 detections of
tri-colored bats; and no de-
tections of small-footed
bats or northern long-eared
bats.

The numbers reflect the
drastically declining popu-
lations of certain cave-
dwelling bats in Maine that
have been most affected by
white-nose syndrome:
small-footed, little brown,
northern long-eared and tri-
colored.

“Ten years ago, little
brown bats would have
been the most abundant out
there,” Blomberg said. “So
that’s disheartening.”

In addition to simply
walking around with the de-
tector, some volunteers did
driving transects, fastening
the EchoMeter Touch Mi-
crophone to a yard stick
and holding it out a vehicle
window while driving a cer-
tain route at a speed of
about 20 mph, detecting
bats along the way.

“Presumably that’s faster
than a bat will fly,” Blom-
berg explained. “So that
will give us the relative
abundance of bats in an
area.”

Blomberg used this meth-
od of detection while driv-
ing the gravel roads of
Sunkhaze National Wildlife
Refuge in Orono, and he de-
tected 76 bats in one drive-
thru.

“It’s nice to see,” he said.
“Most of the news is doom
and gloom, but data shows
they’re still out there.”

The pilot project of 2015
demonstrated to Blomberg
that the mobile bat detector
is effective and allows citi-
zen-science volunteers to
collect high-quality data
with minimal training. He
plans to purchase addition-
al detector units and ramp
up the volunteer involve-
ment next year, creating a
statewide, long-term moni-
toring project.

BatME plans to announce
opportunities to participate
in the project through
Friends of Dr. Edith Marion
Path, the Orono Bog Board-
walk and the Maine Audu-
bon.

For information about bat
conservation efforts under-
way across the country,
visit batcon.org.
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Each BatME kit consists of a Wildlife Acoustics EchoMeter
Touch Microphone, an Apple iPad Mini2, an extension cable
for the microphone, a charger cable and a protective case.
The kits cost about $900 each and can detect and record
bat calls and instantly identify the species of bat being de-
tected.
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Bird names: A drinking game for scientists?
I have a theory that many

bird names are the result of
drinking games among sci-
entists. What else would ex-
plain how the merganser
got its name? Perhaps it
was a drinking game among
Romans, because the name
actually means diving goose
in Latin. The “merg” part
comes from the same Latin
root that gives us submerge.
“Anser” is the Latin word
for goose. In Europe, the
connection is easier to see
because they call our com-
mon merganser the goosan-
der.

Mergansers are diving
ducks that dine exclusively
on aquatic critters. They
have thin, saw-toothed bills
that allow them to grasp
slippery fish underwater.
There are six merganser
species around the world.
Three species breed in
Maine. As luck would have
it, now is the perfect time to
see all three.

Common mergansers
prefer the freshwater shal-
lows of lakes and streams.
They are perfectly comfort-
able on raging rivers, float-
ing effortlessly through the
whitewater. They nest in
hollow trees. When they
emerge, they frequently
combine families to form
bigger flocks. It’s not un-
usual to see flotillas of 20 or
more chicks tended by mul-
tiple hens. Most Mainers
residing on freshwater
shorelines are familiar with
common mergansers, often
watching them swim by the

dock or sitting on rocks.
Red-breasted mergansers

prefer saltwater in winter.
I’ve seen them as far south
as The Everglades. They re-
s e m b l e
c o m m o n
m e r g a n -
sers, but
they are
s m a l l e r ,
with a more
ragged crest
on the head,
and the
males sport
a colorful
breast that
gives them
their name. Red-breasted
mergansers nest in the sub-
arctic, using depressions on
the ground adjacent to
freshwater. A few nest in
Maine, but these stay close
to the coast.

Hooded mergansers are
smaller than the other two
and known for their over-
sized crests. The males
raise it as a big white dis-
play to attract females and
discourage competitors. Al-
though they do it mostly in
spring, it can happen any-
time. Hooded mergansers
prefer small shallow wet-
lands and nest in cavities,
frequently making use of
wood duck boxes. While the
other two species are found
across the globe, the hooded
merganser is confined to
North America.

Someday, I’ll write more
about each of these intrigu-
ing ducks, but time’s a-
wasting. They’re out there

right now, waiting for you.
Odd things happen just be-
fore our lakes freeze up. For
instance, Sebasticook Lake
inspired today’s column.

I stopped by the boat
landing in Newport last
week and was delighted to
find dozens of hooded mer-
gansers floating idly near-
by. Certain lakes in Maine
are at risk of algae blooms
in summer if there is too
much phosphorus in the
water. A common reduc-
tion strategy is to lower
the water level in autumn,
draining out much of the

old water and replacing it
with fresh snowmelt in the
spring. Sebasticook Lake
is one of these. Sabattus
Pond near Lewiston is an-
other.

One consequence of
drawing down lakes is that
it concentrates the fish in
shallower areas. Diving
ducks love it. These include
some of our own breeding
ducks and arctic-nesting
ducks that are heading
south for the winter. Great-
er and lesser scaup, ruddy
ducks, ring-necked ducks
and goldeneyes can congre-

gate in big rafts. Often, dab-
bling ducks also gather, for-
aging for underwater vege-
tation in the now-shallow
water that was out of reach
all summer. These lakes are
popular among birders this
time of year.

Even on lakes that are
not drawn down, common
mergansers are apt to form
large flocks. I’ve seen gath-
erings of more than 300 on
Pushaw Lake in Old Town
just before Thanksgiving.
They are likely to gather on
large rivers, too. As the
lakes freeze, some collect in

the unfrozen sections below
dams and rapids or wher-
ever tidal flow breaks up
ice.

Meanwhile, red-breast-
ed mergansers are arriv-
ing in Maine after a sum-
mer in the far north. Most
are back now. They’ll win-
ter on the coast, feeding
along the shoreline just
outside of the surf. You
should be able to find them
just about anywhere
through April.

All those mergansers are
moving around at the mo-
ment, preparing for winter.
Soon, another funny thing
will happen. Once the lakes
are frozen, some of our com-
mon and hooded mergan-
sers will migrate to fresh-
water farther south. But
some stay put, giving up on
freshwater and tolerating
brackish water throughout
the winter. Some of the red-
breasted mergansers may
move up the Kennebec and
Penobscot or float with the
tide into brackish estuar-
ies. Suddenly, all three mer-
gansers, normally intoler-
ant of each other’s preferred
habitat, collect together. It’s
a family reunion of distant
cousins.

Bob Duchesne serves as
vice president of Maine
Audubon’s Penobscot Valley
Chapter. He developed the
Maine Birding Trail, with in-
formation at mainebirding
trail.com. He can be reached
at duchesne@midmaine.
com.
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ATKINSON — Hunters
breakfast, 4:30-8 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 21, at
Atkinson Methodist
Church. Menu includes
baked beans, sausage,
biscuits, homefries,
eggs, coffee and juice.
Cost is $4 for adults,
$2 for children under
12.

BANGOR — Carey Kish of
Mount Desert Island,
author of “Best Day
Hikes Along the Maine
Coast,” discussing his
two times thru-hiking the
Appalachian Trail, 6-7:30
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 1,
Epic Sports, 6 Central
St. Signed copies of the
book will available for
purchase.

BANGOR — “The Bugly”
with Jim Dill, pest man-
agement specialist at
UMaine Cooperative
Extension, to discuss
spiders, ticks, mosqui-
toes, bedbugs, biting
flies and more, 7-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 2, at
Bangor Land Trust office,
8 Harlow St., Suite 4B.
942-1010.

BANGOR — Walking and
rolling through Bangor
City Forest and Great
Skates with Maine Yoga
Adventures, noon-3:30
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 29,
meeting at Bangor City
Forest, Tripp Drive. Cost
is $25 per person; or
$60 per family. Visit
maineyogaadventures.
com for registration and
information or call 299-
0082.

BOOTHBAY — Boothbay
Region Land Trust nature
hike, 10-11 a.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 1, Lobster
Cove Meadow. Free.
Advance registration not
required. Meet at trail-
head parking lot. Envi-
ronmental educator
Tracey Hall, thall@bbrlt.
org or 633-4818.

BREWER — Central Maine
Chapter of the Ruffed
Grouse Society’s fifth
annual Conservation and
Sportsmen’s Banquet,
Saturday, Nov. 21, at
Penobscot County Con-
servation Association,
570 North Main St.
Social hour, 6 p.m.; din-
ner, 7:30 p.m. Proceeds
to enhance habitat for
ruffed grouse, American
woodcock and other for-
est wildlife. Live and
silent auction, games,
drawings and door priz-
es, highlighted with qual-
ity firearms, artwork and
collectibles. Individual
membership and dinner
tickets, $70; member-
ship and spouse pack-
age, which includes two
dinners, $95; junior

membership and dinner
ticket for those 17 and
younger, $25. Banquet,
Conservation, Sustaining
and Gold sponsorship
packages available at
$275, $500, $1,000 and
$2,500 respectively. 862-
5069.

HOLDEN — The Live Owl
Show with a Birdsacre
naturalist, 10:30 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 21, at Fields Pond
Audubon Center, 216
Fields Pond Road. mai-
neaudubon.org/events.

LOVELL — Lovell Girl
Scout Cadette Troop
hunters breakfast, 5-9:30
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 28,
at VFW, corner of
Smart’s Hill Road, off
Route 93. Menu includes
sausage links, scram-
bled eggs, pancakes,
home fries, biscuits,
gravy, baked beans,
orange juice, milk, hot
chocolate and coffee.
$8, $5 children 12 and
under. 928-2155.

MONTVILLE — Family-
friendly hike to explore a
new 2-mile loop to Free-
dom Pond with outdoor
enthusiast Glen Widmer,
1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 29,
meeting at Reed Pre-
serve parking lot on
Goosepecker Ridge
Road, 2 miles south of
Freedom Pond Road
junction.Look for a park-
ing area on the right with
a sign that says “Reed
Preserve”. Co-spon-
sored by Sheepscot
Wellspring Land Alliance
and Sebasticook
Regional Land Trust. For
information, contact
Anna at 589-3230 or
swlamaine@gmail.com.

PLYMOUTH — Plymouth
Fire and Rescue annual
hunters breakfast, 4:30-
10 a.m. Saturday, Nov.
21, at Plymouth fire sta-
tion, 39 Lower Detroit
Road. $7, $3.50 chil-
dren.

PORTLAND — Down East
Ski Club’s 53rd annual
one-day ski, snowboard,
and winter sports sale, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 28, Portland Expo,
239 Park Ave. Complete
ski packages, snow-
boards, boots, helmets,
snowshoes, poles,
socks, gloves, mittens,
boot bags. New and
used gear. Door prize. If
you have ski, snowboard
or snowshoe equipment
or clothing to sell, drop it
off 2-6 p.m. Friday, Nov.
27, to be tagged and
sold Saturday. Unsold
items must be picked up
5:30-7 p.m. Nov. 28.
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Four snakes seized fromBiddeford home
CBs 13

BIDDEFORD — Four
snakes, some as long as 11
feet long and weighing as
much as 80 pounds, were
seized from a Biddeford
home.

The Maine Warden Ser-
vice said it found four
snakes in an apartment, in-
cluding a massive albino
Burmese python.

Albino Burmese pythons
are illegal in Maine and are
on the federal restricted spe-
cies list.

Karrie Herring said she
owned as many as 14
snakes, but she said game
wardens took and killed
four of them because they
said the snakes are illegal
to own.

Herring was charged with
receiving wildlife without a

permit. She is pleading not
guilty.

She said she wants to
show people that snakes are
not scary.

“I want to get more
knowledge out for snakes
and education that they’re
not dangerous or scary and
try and get more snakes al-
lowed to be in this state, if
not all reptiles,” Herring
said.

Herring said she was try-
ing to get a permit to legally
keep a Burmese python, but
state officials kept blocking
the process.

The Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife said it is illegal to
own the four snakes it took
from Herring. It said it’s
not uncommon to eutha-
nize snakes seized this
way.


