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For a complete listing of
calendar items or to submit
your event, visit www.ban-
gordailynews.com.

BANGOR — Organ and
piano concert by Robert
and Nancy Ludwig, 8
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31,
St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 225 French St.,
followed by a festive
reception. Concert pre-
ceded at 7 p.m. by a
Eucharist for the Eve of
the Feast of the Holy
Name. Donations to
benefit Bangor Area
Homeless Shelter.

BANGOR— Glad Tidings
Church Thrift Store, 1033
Broadway, 9 a.m.-2:30
p.m. Tuesday-Friday.
gtcbangor.com or face-
book.com/gtcbangor.

BANGOR— Bangor Com-
munity Chorus welcomes
singers to participate in
this nonaudition, diverse
chorus, which rehearses
weekly, 6:30 p.m Tues-
days, First United Meth-
odist Church, 703 Essex
St. Winter seasonal pro-
gram will be “Under Win-
ter Moon.” Stacy George,
333-0980 or sgeo8@
roadrunner.com.

BANGOR— Sermon by the
Rev. Arthur Vaeni, Sun-
day, Dec. 27, Unitarian
Universalist Society of
Bangor, 120 Park St. 947-
7009 or UUBangor.org.

BANGOR — Soul Move-
ment for the Holidays
with rhythm and blues,
soul and gospel music
and simple stretches
and moves designed to
bring comfort, joy and
gratitude into the holiday
season, 6-7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 7, Maine
Holistic Center, 81 Main
St. $10. Suzanne Kelly at

745-3157 or suziekrm@
gmail.com.

BANGOR — Kids Bible
Club, 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesdays, Glad Tid-
ings Church, 1033
Broadway. For kinder-
gartners through eighth-
graders. Choose from
sports or crafts, followed
by Bible time and a light
meal. 947-0324, ext. 15,
or Facebook.com/
GTCBangor.

BANGOR — Free commu-
nity meal, 12:30 p.m.
Sundays, Columbia
Street Baptist Church,
63 Columbia St. 945-
6616.

BELFAST — Belfast Area
Friends Meeting, Reli-
gious Society of Friends
(Quakers), silent, unpro-
grammed meeting for
worship, 11 a.m. Sun-
days, The Lounge at
First Baptist Church, 95
High St. Take the path
through the Peace Gar-
den to enter the Friends’
worship space. Handi-
capped accessible.
Child care available.
338-3080 or 930-3518.

BLUE HILL — Simmering
Pot free community
meals, 2:30-6 p.m. Mon-
days, First Congrega-
tional Church of Blue
Hill, 22 Tenney Hill. Local
produce often featured.
Worship services, 10
a.m. Sundays. Donations
accepted. 374-2891.

BUCKSPORT — Holiday
Mass schedule, 6:30
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31;
10:30 a.m. Friday, Jan.
1, St. Vincent de Paul,
60 Franklin St.

CAMDEN — Coffee and
Sunday school, 9:30

a.m.; worship service,
10:45 a.m. Sundays;
prayer, 7:30-8 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays;
devotion and prayer
gathering, 7 p.m.
Wednesdays; men’s
group, 7-9 a.m. Satur-
days, Chestnut Street
Baptist Church, 29
Chestnut St. 236-2195.
For men’s group infor-
mation, call Brian Van-
den Brink at 236-3922.

CAMDEN — Testimony
meetings, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays; Sunday
service, 10-11 a.m.;
Sunday school for up to
age 20, 10-11 a.m.,
Christian Science Read-
ing Room, 1 Central St.,
open to listen to chats,
lectures and read inspi-
rational magazines,
noon-3 p.m. Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday;
5:30-7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day; 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urday. Men’s group, 7-9
a.m. Saturdays, second-
floor high school class-
room. 236-4040.

CASTINE — First Sunday
of Christmas and Holy
Eucharist with the Rev.
Richard Armstrong, cele-
brant and preacher, 9
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 27,
Trinity Episcopal Church,
150 Perkins St. Refresh-
ments. Church school, 9
a.m. second and fourth
Sundays.

CASTINE — Sermon, “A
Life-Saving Religion” by
the Rev. Deane M. Per-
kins, minister at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church
of Belfast, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 27, Unitari-
an Universalist Congre-
gation of Castine Meeting
House. 326-9083 or min-
ister@uucastine.org or
office@uucastine.org.

CASTINE — Sermon,
“What Child is This?,” by
the Rev. Tim Hall, 9:30
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 27,
Trinitarian Congregation-
al Parish of Castine, 68
Main St. Special offering
to benefit the Deacons
Fund. Refreshments.
326-9486 or tcpoc.org.

CASTINE — Holiday Mass
schedule: 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, Our Lady
of Holy Hope, 137 Per-
kins St.

DEXTER — Kids Bible
Club for children in kin-
dergarten-grade five,
5-7:30 p.m. Wednes-
days, New Hope Baptist
Church, 130 Spring St.
924-7419 or NHBCDex-
ter Facebook page.

DEXTER — Coffee fellow-
ship, 8 a.m.; prayer in
pastor’s office, 8:30
a.m.; Sunday school, 9
a.m.; worship services,
10 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
Wired Youth Fellowship
for grades six-12, 5:30
p.m. Sundays, New
Hope Baptist Church,
130 Spring St. Prayer
meetings, 6 p.m.
Wednesdays; Ladies
Bible Study on “The
Fruit of the Spirit,” 10
a.m.; special Sunday
school class for couples
who have children or
plan to have children,
focusing on marriage.
Food pantry distribution,
8:15-9:15 a.m. first and
third Saturdays each
month. NewHopeDexter.
org or NHBCDexter
Facebook page or 924-
7419.

ELLSWORTH — New City-
Reach ministry, 10:30
a.m. Sundays, 27 High
St. Free food and testi-
monies Tuesdays. Jerm-

el Mcwhorter at 249-
0303 or church at 412-
0660.

ELLSWORTH— Saturday
sanctuary sessions
explore faith, religion and
spirituality, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
second and fourth Satur-
days of the month, St.
Andrew Lutheran Church,
175 Downeast Highway.
Supper is potluck with
theme, topic and menu
posted on StAndrewME.
org and Facebook usual-
ly the Wednesday before.
No alcohol or tobacco.
667-7641.

GUILFORD — Food cup-
board, 1:30-3 p.m.
Wednesdays, Guilford
United Methodist
Church, 3 School St. For
Elliotsville, Willimantic,
Blanchard, Abbot, Guil-
ford, Sangerville, Park-
man, Wellington and
Cambridge.

GUILFORD — Worship, 10
a.m. Sundays, Guilford
United Methodist
Church, 3 School St.
Coffee hour, 9-9:50 a.m.
Choir rehearsal, 9:15
a.m., in the sanctuary.

HOWLAND — Exodus
Bible study, 10-11 a.m.
Tuesdays; $4 lunch,
11:30 a.m. Wednesdays;
worship, 9-10 a.m. Sun-
days, Howland United
Methodist Church, 23
Coffin St. 862-4281.

LIMERICK — Regular ser-
vices by Pastor John
Short Jr., 10 a.m. Sun-
days, Maine Life Gate
Christian Church, 3 Foss
Road. Saturday service,
6 p.m. Sermons posted
at Facebook.com/
MaineLifeGateChristian-
Church. 793-2610 or
info@mlgchurch.com.

LINCOLN — Acts Bible
study, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Mondays; free communi-
ty suppers, 5-6 p.m.
Wednesdays; Sunday
school, 9:15 a.m.; social
hour, 10-10:45 a.m.; fol-
lowed by worship, 11
a.m. Sundays; informal
contemporary evening
worship, 6-7 p.m. Sun-
days, First United Meth-
odist Church, 8 Lee
Road. 794-8443.

SEARSMONT — Sear-
smont United Methodist
Church seeks pianist or
organist to play for its
services, 9-10 a.m. Sun-
days. Elsa at 342-5294
or the Rev. Ed Bove at
785-4140 or 401-525-
6866.

SEARSPORT — First Con-
gregational Church is
selling a collection of rec-
ipes from 1600s to today,
including history, stories
and original photographs,
$20 each. Free ebook
editions with each pur-
chase. Pick up a copy of
the book at Hamilton
Marine, Colonial Gables,
Belfast Area Chamber of
Commerce, Searsport
Antique Mall, Safe Har-
bor Church events and at
the church, 8 Church St.
Will ship for an additional
$6 per book. Mail check
or money orders to Jes-
sica Hall, Searsport First
Congregational Church,
P.O. Box 261, Searsport
04974.

STONINGTON — Holiday
Mass, 8 a.m. Friday, Jan.
1, St. Mary Star of the
Sea Church, 10 Granite
St.

BishopDeeley presides over Advent Festival
BY DAVE GUTHRO
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE
OF PORTLAND

PORTLAND — In prepa-
ration for Christmas, more
than 250 people gathered at
the Cathedral of the Immac-
ulate Conception in Port-
land as Bishop Robert P.
Deeley presided over the Ad-
vent Festival of Lessons and
Carols on Dec 11.

During the festival, a tra-
dition that dates back to the
19th century, the story of
salvation was shared
through nine Scripture
readings or “lessons,” which
were interwoven with

prayers, Christmas carols
and hymns. The lessons
began with Genesis and the
fall of man in the Garden of
Eden and continued with
the promise of the Messiah
and the Incarnation.

“It is with great joy that
we hear again the narrative
of our salvation; of God’s
creative love and the human
family’s rejection of that
love; the message of hope
prophesied in the time of
old; the glorious message of
the Incarnation, revealed
and accepted by Mary, her-
alded by the angels, and sent
out to the whole world by
the proclamation of the Gos-

pel,” Bishop Deeley said.
The festival was a cele-

bration of the Light coming
into the world. During the
evening, candles were lit
one by one as each lesson
was shared. Before the ninth
and final lesson, the light
was passed from candle to
candle throughout the con-
gregation, similar to what is
experienced at the begin-
ning of Easter Vigil Mass.

“Lord, you are the giver of
all good gifts. May we al-
ways remember to share our
gifts with others for the
glory of your name,” the
bishop prayed as the altar
servers prepared to share

the light with those gath-
ered.

During the evening, the
congregation joined in pray-
ing for unity among all
Christians, for peace and
justice in the world, for the
poor, the hungry, the op-
pressed, the sick, the lonely,
the aged and for children.

“Let us remember that his
message of our salvation
joins us in union with the
whole world in every time
and place — with all the
holy ones, the countless
multitude who have placed
their hope in the Word made
flesh,” the bishop said.

The festival, a longtime

tradition at the cathedral,
was a multicultural cele-
bration with readings and
hymns offered in English,
Arabic, French, German,
Italian, Polish and Span-
ish.

Among the many moving
moments of the evening was
the singing of “Silent Night”
in five languages, including
a verse in Polish sung by
two children, ages 7 and 10.
Members from the St. Louis
Parish Children’s Choir,
who are ages 5 to 10, later
sang “Przydz Gwiazdeczko,”
bringing smiles to many
faces. The hymns and carols
also included “Betelehemu,”

a traditional Nigerian carol;
“Il Est Ne, Le Divin Enfant,”
“Star Carol” and “O Come,
All Ye Faithful.” All were
chosen to complement the
Scripture passages.

The music was performed
by the Immaculate Concep-
tion Liturgical Choir led by
Christopher Pelonzi, cathe-
dral music director. Choir
members were accompanied
by 18 musicians, who pro-
vided accompaniment on
the bass, cello, clarinet,
flute, French horn, guitar,
harp, oboe, organ, percus-
sion instruments, piano,
trombone, trumpet, viola,
violin and violoncello.


