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obituaries

FERNE RAVEN THOMPSON

NORTHFIELD - Ferne
Raven Thompson, 96,
passed away on Jan 1, 2016
at Marshall Healthcare Facili-
ty in Machias with her
daughter and son at her
side. She was born August
6, 1919, in Knox, ME., the
daughter of William and N.
Pearl Raven and graduated
from Freedom Academy in
1936.

She became a resident of
Northfield, ME. in 1945 when
her husband, John Thomp-
son came home after serv-
ing in World War II. John
died July Fourth in 1992.

She was a former mem-
ber of Knox Station Grange
in Knox, Me., and Wesley
Grange in Wesley, Me. She
had been a member of the
Machias Senior Citizens for
more than thirty years. She
was an election clerk for the
town of Northfield for twen-
ty-six years and a member
of the school board for many
years.

Ferne was a leader of the
Bog Lake 4-H Club in 1961
when the Bog Lake 4-H Club
won the county plaque for
Washington County.

Besides her parents and
husband, John Thompson
Sr., she was predeceased by
her daughter Kathryn
Thompson Buehring in 1997;
her brothers Lawrence, Earl,
Harold (Mike), John Henry,
Seth, Daniel, William (Bub)
& Carl; and sisters Lila
Bryant, Edith Porter and Al-
freda Moore.

She is survived by chil-
dren Janet Thompson and
John K Thompson, Jr.;
grandson Cory; sisters Ethel
Pa ttee , Mab le Raven
Larrabee, Judy Porter, Min-
nie Raven and brother Merle
& his wife Val Raven.

At Ferne's request there
will be no visiting hours or
funeral services. Family Ser-
vices may be held at a later
date at the Northfield Ceme-
tery in Northfield, Me.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in Fer-
ne's memory payable to the
Mount View Fund for Further
Education, Mount View High
School, 577 Mount View Rd.,
Thorndike, ME 04986. All do-
nations will go to the
William & N. Pearl Raven
Scholarship Fund.

Arrangements are under
the care of Direct Cremation
of Maine, Belfast. Memories
and condolences may be
shared with the family at

www.directcremation
ofmaine.com.

BRENDA J. JACKSON

NEWPORT - Brenda J.
Jackson, 59, went to be with
the Lord, January 6, 2016,
following a year-long battle
with cancer. She passed
away peacefully at home
surrounded by family and
friends. She was born Au-
gust 18, 1956 in Bangor, a
daughter of the Rev.
Theodore and Arlene
(Billington) Stinson.

Brenda graduated from
Bangor High School, Class of
1974. For several years she
was employed as a CNA at
Eastern Maine Medical Cen-
ter along with her father.

Brenda truly enjoyed be-
ing with family and friends
at all get togethers. She en-
joyed camping and loved
playing Bingo. Her sister
and best friend Barbara
were known as the Bingo
Queens and they were in-
separable. Barbara spent
many nights staying with
Brenda at the hospital.

She is survived by her
husband, Richard "Dickie"
Jackson; a daughter, Carmen
Jackson and special friend
Dave; a son, Richard "Ricky"
and wife Thea Jackson; 3
grandchildren, Mya, Cooper
and Abigayle; 2 sisters, Bar-
bara Fish, Flossy and hus-
band Danny Berry; 4 broth-
ers and their wives, Robert
and Julie Stinson, Gene and
Sharon Stinson, the Rev.
James and Tina Stinson,
Leonard and Sheryl Stinson;
many nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her
parents and a brother in law,
John Fish. She will be sadly
missed by all, but especially
by her husband of 40 years
and her loving poodle
Muffie.

Cremation arrangements
are by Crosby & Neal, New-
port. Memorial donations
may be made to Cancer Care
of Maine, 33 Whiting Hill
Road, Brewer, ME 04412.
Those who wish may leave
written tributes at

www.CrosbyNeal.com

Robert Stigwood,
musicmogul behind
BeeGees, Clapton, dies
BY MATT SIEGEL
REUTERS

SYDNEY — Australian-
born music mogul Robert
Stigwood, who managed the
BeeGees at the height of
their fame and guided musi-
cian Eric Clapton’s success-
ful solo career while produc-
ing musicals for the stage,
has died at age 81, friends
said Tuesday.

The announcement of
his death was made on
Facebook by Spencer Gibb,
a son of BeeGees’ band
member Robin Gibb. Fur-
ther details about his death
were not immediately
available.

“I would like to share the
sad news with you all, that
my godfather, and the long-
time manager of my family,
Robert Stigwood, has passed
away,” Gibb wrote.

Stigwood, who was born
in South Australia state,
worked with a staggering
number of groundbreaking
acts, both on the Broadway

stage and on the pop charts,
producing counterculture
stage hits “Hair” and “Jesus
Christ Superstar.”

He produced the ground-
breaking film of The Who’s
rock opera “Tommy” and
“Saturday Night Fever,”
which introduced disco
music and a young John
Travolta to audiences
around the world, while pro-
pelling the BeeGees to global
stardom.

But he was most closely
associated with his work
with fellow Australians the
BeeGees, whom he guided at
the height of their fame in
the 1970s.

Tributes for the towering
industry figure poured in on
Tuesday.

Broadway musical pro-
ducer Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber, with whom Stigwood
worked on multiple projects,
praised him on Twitter .

“Farewell beloved Robert,
the great showman who
taught me so much. With
love, ALW,” he wrote.

View Personal
Messages From
Family & Friends
with our online guest book
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Robert Flick, NBC producer who
survived Jonestown, dies at 84
BY JILL LEOVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Rob-
ert Flick was a newsman
who could have passed for
a barroom bouncer.

And standing on the tar-
mac of an airfield in Port
Kaituma, Guyana, on Nov.
18, 1978, moments after a
massacre-style shooting
by followers of cult leader
Jim Jones, he appeared
the image of toughness:

“I don’t think he would
have moved if a tank had
come down that airstrip,”
recalled journalist Ron
Javers, another survivor,
describing the scene in
his later book about
Jonestown.

But the episode — an
early chapter in what
would prove to be one of
the most horrifying news
events in modern history
— did not leave Flick feel-
ing tough.

He lost two of his col-
leagues — NBC news cor-
respondent Don Harris and
cameraman Robert Brown
— in the attack that also
killed U.S. Rep. Leo Ryan
and two others. After sur-
veying the wounded and
helping those he could to
safety — one called him a
“guardian angel” — Flick
hid in the jungle and was
able to get a plane out the
next day.

He made it to Puerto
Rico, where he filed one of
the earliest firsthand re-
ports on the now-notori-
ous Jonestown episode.
Then he went home to en-
dure the aftermath.

At the time of his es-
cape, there were only
vague news reports sug-
gesting that perhaps 200 of
Jim Jones’ followers had
committed suicide at his
Guyana commune. Ob-
servers assumed that hun-
dreds of others who were
missing must have run
away.

The chilling truth
would emerge later: More
than 900 Americans died

in the mass murder-sui-
cide of Jones followers.

Flick was deeply affected
by the tragedy, and it
changed the course of what
had been a soaring career.
Within a few years, he left
NBC “Nightly News,”
where he had been West
Coast producer, and took a
job that seemed a strange
fit for a hard-news veteran.

He became coordinating
producer of a new show,
“Entertainment Tonight.”
Along with director Steve
Hirsen, Flick played a
founding role in a new
kind of celebrity-tabloid
journalism just gathering
steam. “Both of us came
out of hard news and went
to the devil,” Hirsen re-
called.

Flick died Dec. 31, 2015,
at a Pasadena hospital
after injuring his head in
a fall, said his wife, Shir-
ley Flick. He was 84.

He was “a legendary
character” among journal-
ists, said Joe Saltzman, a
University of Southern Cal-
ifornia professor and for-
mer colleague. “I’d been to
USC and Columbia Jour-
nalism School, but I never
learned as much there as I
did from Bob Flick.”

Robert White Flick was
born Sept. 5, 1931, in Indi-
anapolis to Lucile White
and Corb Flick, a career
Air Force man. He attend-
ed college but never grad-
uated. He married Shirley
in 1956.

In the late 1950s, Pete
Noyes, a longtime local
journalist, gave Flick his
first reporting job with
City News Service. “He
impressed me as a guy
who could come in and
ask tough questions and
wasn’t intimidated by
anyone,” Noyes said.

Flick quickly became
known for brash wit.
Noyes recalled learning
while at dinner one night
that his young hire had
written an entire story in
Shakespearean English
and sent it out on the wire.

Noyes was furious. But
shortly after, he said, the
piece was read verbatim on
a local news-radio station.

Flick went on to work at
United Press Internation-
al, the local NBC affiliate
and then for the network.
He specialized in tough
assignments few others
wanted. He was struck on
the head covering riots in
Watts and Berkeley in the
1960s. His wife said he
covered the kidnapping of
newspaper heiress Patty
Hearst and the seizure of a
school bus full of children
and a driver in Chowchil-
la in 1976. He traveled fre-
quently.

Then in 1978, he joined
a large group of journal-
ists, officials and family
members accompanying
Ryan to Guyana to inves-
tigate reports that Jones’
followers were being
abused. The visit grew
tense as Jones denied the
allegations.

It became frightening
as a number of Jonestown
residents attempted to es-
cape and return with Ryan
to the United States.

As the group converged
on the airfield on Nov. 18,
1978, people assumed to be
Jones’ followers attacked
from a flatbed truck,
shooting scores of rounds
and killing some victims
execution-style, witnesses
said. Flick saw Ryan
killed; his two colleagues
kept filming. They and
San Francisco Examiner
photographer Greg Robin-
son were killed.

Flick later said he was
standing by the nose of a
plane when shots rang out
and he ran, dived “and just
rolled away.” The wounded
included a fourth NBC col-
league and Rep. Jackie
Speier, D-California, who
was then an aide to Ryan.

“Bob was my guardian
angel in the aftermath of
the Jonestown shooting at
the airstrip,” Speier said
Tuesday in an email for-
warded from her office.

“A number of times dur-
ing the night he brought
me a bottle of Guyanese
rum to dull the pain. He
didn’t have to do that. He
was a consummate jour-
nalist — curious, cynical,
tough and driven.”

Flick testified at the
federal trial of one man
charged in connection
with the massacre and at-
tended various memori-
als. But the experience
left him disenchanted.

Times writer Howard
Rosenberg, who compared
Flick to a bouncer, called
him “an action man, a big
commanding burly bear of
a guy” but also detailed the
toll Jonestown had taken
on him. He wrote that Flick
suffered depression and no
longer wanted to cover far-
flung stories of tragedy.

“He was so totally beat-
en, so devastated by what
happened,” Saltzman re-
called. “This experience
had just taken the heart
and soul out of him.”

Saltzman helped him get
the job at “Entertainment
Tonight” in 1981 where he
remained until 1997. His
sharp wit and news skills
were a natural fit for the
show, and “he enjoyed
doing this very trivial kind
of journalism. It didn’t
push him into these dark
areas,” Saltzman said.

Despite the light nature
of the job, Hirsen said
Flick remained “a true
old-school journalist” who
“told it like it is” and wor-
ried about upholding jour-
nalistic values.

He was also an unfail-
ingly kind and generous
colleague behind a gruff
demeanor, Hirsen said.

Besides his wife, Flick
is survived by sons Robert
Flick Jr. and Michael
Flick of Montrose; daugh-
ter Shelley McMahon of
Altadena; and two grand-
daughters. He was preced-
ed in death by grandson
Joe McMahon, who was
shot and killed in Pasade-
na last year.

Paul Bley,
jazz pianist,
dies at 83
REUTERS

Canadian jazz pianist
Paul Bley, whose career
spanned seven decades and
myriad forms of the genre,
died on Sunday at his home
in Florida, according to his
record company, ECM Re-
cords. He was 83.

His death was an-
nounced late on Monday.
No other details were
available.

Bley began studying
music at age 5 and formed
his first band in Montreal
when he was 13.

He went on to co-found
the Montreal Jazz Work-
shop, studied at the Jul-
liard School and played
and recorded with such
jazz greats as Charlie
Parker, Charles Mingus,
Chet Baker, Jimmy Giuf-
fre, and many others.

He was known as a mas-
ter of improvisation and
the jazz trio, and an influ-
ence in the free jazz and
avante-garde movement of
the 1960s and 70s.

“As a fragmentary ap-
proach to the well-chosen
note or chord, the idea
that only this note or that
counts, restricting the
number of notes and
thinking about those
notes before you play —
Paul Bley was the best at
this,” said ECM Records
founder Manfred Eicher,
in a statement posted on
Tuesday by the company.

Bley was named in 2008
as a member of the Order
of Canada, which recog-
nizes the merit and contri-
butions of its citizens, for
his influence on jazz
music and performers.

According to a state-
ment distributed by an
ECM publicist, private
services will be held in
Florida, New York and
“and wherever you play a
Paul Bley record.”

Obamacare insurers sweeten
plans with free doctor visits
BY PHIL GALEWITZ
KAISER HEALTH NEWS

Health insurers in several
big cities will take some
pain out of doctor visits this
year — the financial kind.

They’ll offer free visits to
primary care doctors in
their networks.

You read that right. Doc-
tor visits without copays. Or
coinsurance. And no expen-
sive deductible to pay off
first. Free.

In Atlanta, Chicago, Dal-
las, Miami and more than a
dozen other markets, individ-
uals seeking coverage from
the insurance exchanges can
choose health plans provid-
ing free doctor visits, an in-
surance benefit once consid-
ered unthinkable. The im-
provements are rolling out in
a limited number of plans fol-
lowing reports that high co-
pays and deductibles have
discouraged many Ameri-
cans who signed up for pri-
vate coverage the past two
years from using their new
insurance under the Afford-
able Care Act.

Insurers say they hope
encouraging visits to doc-
tors will benefit members
and their bottom lines by
catching illnesses early be-
fore they become harder and
more expensive to treat.

For example, prescribing
antibiotics promptly to a pa-
tient with pneumonia could
avoid a lengthy hospitaliza-
tion costing tens of thou-
sands of dollars. In addition,
the policy could also cut
down on the use of more ex-
pensive urgent care centers
and emergency rooms.

Jan. 31 is the final dead-
line for consumers to sign
up for 2016 coverage.

Two new health insurers,
Harken Health, an indepen-
dently operated affiliate of
UnitedHealthcare, and
Zoom+ are offering unlimit-
ed free primary care visits
at their company-owned
clinics. Harken operates in
Chicago and Atlanta. Zoom+

is based in Portland, Ore.
Florida Blue, the state’s

largest insurer, has health
plans in Miami-Dade and
nine other counties where
low-income members buying
plans can also get two free
primary care visits per year.

California-based Molina
Healthcare is offering not
only free primary care visits
in some plans, but also free
visits to specialists in Flori-
da, Texas and five other
states.

The no-fee visits go be-
yond the many preventive
services, such as immuniza-
tions and screenings that all
insurers must provide
under Obamacare without
charging a copay, even
when a deductible hasn’t
been met.

Health policy experts say
the new approach sets the
insurers apart in crowded
insurance markets and may
attract younger, healthier
people who don’t have rela-
tionships with doctors.

“This is a great develop-
ment … and shows how the
market is trying to inno-
vate,” said Katherine Hemp-
stead, director of coverage
for the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation. “It’s a very
exciting idea.

“Consumers should find
this very appealing … it
might be like a ‘spoonful
sugar to make the medicine
go down,’” she said, quoting
a line from a song in “Mary
Poppins.”

“People are not going to
grouse as much about cost
sharing later if they are get-
ting something free first.”

Consumer advocates ap-
plaud the trend, which they
say underscores why people
need to look beyond the
monthly premium when
shopping for a plan. “It’s a
smart move to reduce finan-
cial barriers to basic outpa-
tient care to help patients
manage their health,” said
Lydia Mitts, a senior policy
analyst at Families USA. “I
hope other health plans will

realize removing financial
barriers to primary care doc-
tors is a smart direction for
patients and for the plans.”

The health plans offering
free doctor visits are typi-
cally among the lowest-
priced plans in many mar-
kets, according to a KHN re-
view of plans sold on the ex-
changes.

Some insurers can offer
free visits because they oper-
ate health clinics staffed by
salaried physicians. That’s
the case at Harken Health,
which has four primary care
clinics in Chicago and six in
Atlanta for its members to
use for unlimited visits. Har-
ken also offers members ac-
cess to a doctor by telephone
and Internet. “We are creat-
ing unfettered access between
the care team and the pa-
tients,” said Tom Vanderhey-
den, CEO of Harken Health.
“We think it’s a significant
differentiation.” Harken also
offers free yoga and cooking
classes.

Patients with easy access
to Harken’s clinics should
be able to avoid trips to ur-
gent care centers, retail clin-
ics and emergency rooms,
and develop a deeper rela-
tionship with their primary
care doctor, Vanderheyden
said. “Better access …
should mean better out-
comes and happier people.”

Dave Sanders, CEO of
Zoom+ and a physician, said
offering free doctor visits at
its modern clinics, should
help attract young enrollees.
“We are unabashedly fo-
cused on the millennial gen-
eration,” he said.

Under the health law,
marketplace plans must
cover a certain percentage
of a member’s health costs
with the amount varying
based on gold, silver or
bronze tiers. “What we have
done is to spend the resourc-
es on primary care,” Sand-
ers said.

Zoom+ also offers free men-
tal health visits and one free
dental visit for a cleaning.


