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Antonin Scalia’s funeral reflects a life of faith
BY ROBERT BARNES
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — If the
week since Justice Antonin
Scalia’s death focused on his
life as a man of the law, his
funeral Saturday reflected
Scalia as a man of faith.

Vice President Joe Biden,
congressional leaders and the
city’s elite were among the
thousands who attended the
ceremony in the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, the
largest Catholic church in
North America.

But despite the grand set-
ting, the ceremony was large-
ly free of the encomiums that
mark the send-offs of Wash-
ington’s political class. In-
stead, it followed the dictates
of religion and placed the em-
phasis on the Christian prom-
ise of resurrection.

It was a fitting service for
Scalia, who died Feb. 13 at 79.
He was a devout Catholic and
was the member of the Su-
preme Court most vocal about
his religion. He urged fellow
intellectuals to be “fools for
Christ” and once used an in-
terview to underscore his be-
lief in the existence of the
Devil, whose latest maneuver,
he said, “is getting people not
to believe in him or in God.”

The funeral Mass was cele-
brated by Scalia’s son, the
Rev. Paul Scalia, a priest in
the Arlington Diocese.

Paul Scalia reminded
mourners that they were
gathered to recount “what
God did for Dad.” He went on
to celebrate Justice Scalia’s
faith and dedication to his
family with a blend of levity
and reverence.

“We are gathered here be-
cause of one man,” Paul Scalia
said. “A man known person-
ally to many of us, known only
by reputation to even more. A
man loved by many, scorned
by others. A man known for
great controversy and great
compassion. That man of
course is Jesus of Nazareth. It
is he who we proclaim.”

Cardinal Donald Wuerl,
the archbishop of Washing-
ton; Bishop Paul S. Loverde of
Arlington; and Archbishop
Carlo Maria ViganÃ², the

papal nuncio to the United
States, were in attendance.

So, too, were all of Scalia’s
colleagues on the Supreme
Court, and two of the three
retired justices attended as
well. Sandra Day O’Connor,
85 and in frail health, was not
there. But John Paul Stevens,
95 and David Souter attended.

Clarence Thomas, a fellow
Catholic and the justice most
ideologically aligned with
Scalia, read Romans 5:5-11.

Thomas ended his reading
with the verses: “If while we
were enemies we were recon-
ciled to God through the death
of his Son, how much more,
once reconciled, will we be
saved by his life? Not only that,
but we also boast of God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now
received reconciliation.”

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas.
took time away from cam-
paigning ahead of Saturday’s
South Carolina Republican
presidential primary to at-
tend Scalia’s funeral Mass.
Cruz, who served as a clerk in
the 1990s for then-Chief Jus-
tice William Rehnquist, was
expected to resume his cam-
paign events later in the day.

President Barack Obama
was not among the mourners.
He and first lady Michelle
Obama paid their respects
Friday at the Supreme Court,
where they viewed Scalia’s
casket and met privately with
members of the family.
Obama and Scalia were not
close, but the decision not to

attendthe funeralhassparked
consternation among conser-
vatives. The White House has

noted that
Biden and
Scalia had a
personal rela-
tionship.

More than
6,000 people
filed past Sca-
lia’s casket on
Friday in the
Great Hall of

the Supreme Court. The court
extended the visiting hours
until 9 p.m. to accommodate
those waiting in line.

Scalia liked to attend par-
ishes that offered traditional
Latin Mass, and on Sundays
he could be found at St. John
the Beloved, near his home in
McLean, or St. Mary Mother
of God in Chinatown.

His funeral Mass was con-
ducted in English.

The fact that a Catholic of
his stature did not have his
funeral Mass celebrated by a
high-ranking cardinal or
bishop but by his son was
seen as important and senti-
mental.

The Rev. James Bradley, a
Washington, D.C., priest who
blogs on such topics as litur-
gy, homilies and church
music, said it showed the pri-
ority of Scalia the Christian
over Scalia the public figure.

“It’s quite a beautiful thing
to celebrate your father’s fu-
neral. We all dread doing it,
but it’s significant. If a cardi-
nal or bishop presided, they

may feel bound to celebrate
the Mass of a public figure.
But his son, he celebrates as a
Catholic,” Bradley said. “I
suspect [Justice Scalia] would
be happy that it’s focused on
the gospel, the Christian be-
lief and the resurrection. It
won’t be taken up by the po-
litical side of things.”

The political impact of Scal-
ia’s judicial rulings, however,
was on display outside the fu-
neral. Members of the Westboro
Baptist church demonstrated
outside of the basilica. In 2011,
Scalia joined in the majority
opinion that said the group had
a First Amendment right to pro-
test at funeral services.

It’s standard at Catholic fu-
nerals to omit a eulogy, but
Paul Scalia offered a homily.
The family has planned a me-
morial service March 1.

“The Mass is a celebration
of Christ’s sacrificial death
for our sins,” said Chad C.
Pecknold, a theology profes-
sor at the Catholic University

of America, adjacent to the
basilica. Long eulogies about
the deceased distract from
that central point.

Nevertheless, Pecknold said
Scalia’s death has struck the
region’s Catholic community.

“This is a very important
moment for Catholics in
Washington,” he said.

Scalia was something of an
ambassador for the church,
Pecknold said, promoting the
Red Mass that the justices at-
tend on the Sunday before
their new terms begin in Octo-
ber. And Scalia created a so-
cial media storm when he at-
tended Obama’s second inau-
guration wearing a hat mod-
eled after one worn by Saint
Thomas More, the patron of
politicians and statesmen.

Scalia probably would have
wanted a funeral that focused
on God. The American Con-
servative this week published
a letter Scalia wrote in 1998
praising James Goodloe, a
Presbyterian minister who

presided at the funeral of Jus-
tice Lewis Powell.

Scalia said he did not ap-
prove of flowery eulogies.
“Even when the deceased was
an admirable person — in-
deed, especially when the de-
ceased was an admirable per-
son — praise for his virtues
can cause us to forget that we
are praying for, and giving
thanks for, God’s inexplicable
mercy to a sinner.”

Scalia said he had gone to
enough funerals of famous
people to “consider myself a
connoisseur of the genre.” He
said a trend toward relatively
secular services seem moved
by a desire not to offend non-
believers.

“What a great mistake,”
Scalia wrote. “Weddings and
funerals (but especially funer-
als) are the principal occa-
sions left in modern Ameri-
can when you can preach the
Good News not just to the
faithful, but to those who have
never really heard it.”
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Maureen McCarthy Scalia, widow of Associate Justice
Antonin Scalia, walks behind the casket after the funeral
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception on Saturday.
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