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obituaries

CARMEL SMITH

GREENVILLE - Carmel
Smith formally of Greenville
who resided in West Gar-
diner passed away peaceful-
ly on Feb 19, 2016 after a
short stay at the Graybirch
Nursing Facility in Augusta,
Me. She was born in
Greenville where she resid-
ed most of her life with her
husband, Lyman for most of
50 years.

She is predeceased by her
husband, Lyman; sister, Win-
nifred Sawyer; and great
grandson, Bailey Locke.

She is survived by her
two daughters, Cindy Es-
tabrook of West Gardiner,
and Linda Bartley of FL; a
son, Perry Smith of FL; and a
stepson, Charles Smith, and
their families; two sisters,
Francis Davis of Greenville;
and Rita Roux of North Vas-
salboro; one brother, Loren-
zo Perry of New Hampsire,
and their families; and many
grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

Much thanks to the ever
patient and kind staff at the
Graybirch Nursing facility.

Carmel will be greatly
missed for her strong sup-
portive ways, her spirited
conversations and her hap-
py nature and lovely smile.
She was a firm believer in
the bible and God's promis-
es of resurrection to a re-
stored paradise earth where
those who served their Cre-
ator would live forever in
peaceful happiness with no
death, sickness or suffering
as Psalms 37:10, 11 and Rev-
elation 21: 3,4 relate.

A memorial service will
be held at the kingdom hall
of Jehovah's Witnesses, 8
Cross Hill Road, Augusta,
ME, on March 12, 2016 at
3:00 PM.

Arrangements by Crosby
& Neal. For an online guest
register, go to

www.CrosbyNeal.com.

LEATRICE E.

(CUNNINGHAM) BURNS

UNION - Leatrice E. (Cun-
ningham) Burns, 91, died
February 22, 2016. She was
born in Searsmont, Maine,
on January 19, 1925, the
daughter of Frank W. Cun-
ningham and Elizabeth (Rob-
bins) Cunningham.

She was raised in
Searsmont and attended
schools in Belfast. She mar-
ried Harry Burns on Febru-
ary 10, 1950, in Belfast.
Leatrice worked for many
years at her close friend and
confidant's long term care
facility (Hill's Nursing Home)
in Union, Maine. She loved
dancing and cooking and
was known far and wide for
her delicious donuts. She
was a lifelong member of
the Order of Eastern Star, Pi-
oneer Grange, Union Senior
Citizens and the American
Legion Auxiliary.

Leatrice was predeceased
by her husband, Harry M.
Burns; her much loved
brother-in-law, Wilber Water-
man; and special niece, Eliz-
abeth Doyle. She is survived
by her son, James A. Burns
and wife, Marilyn, of Union,
ME; daughter, Zettie L.
Matthews of Union, ME; sis-
ter, Leona Waterman of Bel-
mont, ME; granddaughter,
Gina M. Froment and hus-
band, Frank, of Northfield,
MA; grandson, Glenwood E.
Burns and wife, Stephany, of
Englewood, CO; grand-
daughter, Laura L. Lemont
and husband, Don, of South
Portland, ME; special niece,
Lucille Griffin and husband,
Dale, of Warren, ME; and
great-granddaughters, Kate
M. Lee and husband, Aaron,
of Mount Laurel, NJ, and
Emily A. Abel of Lafayette,
IN.

Visiting hours will be
Thursday, February 25, 2016,
from 4-6 p.m. at Hall's of
Waldoboro, 949 Main Street,
Waldoboro, Maine. A cele-
bration of Leatrice's life will
be Friday, February 26, 2016,
at 1 p.m. at Hall's of Wal-
doboro. Burial will be at a
later date in Lakeview Ceme-
tery in Union. Hall Funeral
Home and Tribute Center of
Waldoboro has care of the
arrangements. To extend
online condolences, light a
candle for Leatrice, or to
share a story or pictures, vis-
it her Book of Memories at
www.hallfuneralhomes.com.

In Loving Memory Of
My Husband

FRED KENNEY

May 4, 1966 - Feb. 24, 2015

Those we love go out of
sight, but never out of mind.
They are cherished in the
hearts of those left behind.
Loving and kind in all his

ways, upright and just in all
his days, sincere and true in
heart and mind, beautiful
memories he left behind.
Remembered and loved
forever, your wife, Gina

Loved by
Brandon and Jason

In Loving Memory Of
FRED ALBERT KENNEY, SR.

May 04, 1966 - Feb 24, 2015

Hard to believe that it was a
year ago we lost you. I know

you are with Mami and
papa. You will never be out
of our hearts. Miss you SO
much! Mom, Dad, Son.

In Memoriam

YOLANDE BERRY HOLMES

HERMON - Yolande Berry
Holmes, 79, of Hermon and
formerly of Norridgewock,
passed away Saturday,
February 20, 2016, at her
home. Visitation will be held
from 4 p.m. until the time of
the funeral service, which
will be held Friday, February
26, 2016, at 5 p.m. at the
First Congregational Church
of Norridgewock, 32 River
Rd., Norridgewock, with Pas-
tor Nathan Richards officiat-
ing. A reception will follow
the service at church. Smart
& Edwards Funeral Home.

PHYLLIS CONSTANCE

SMALL

BRUNSWICK and MILO -
Phyllis Constance Small, 89,
passed away in her sleep on
February 23, 2016, after a
l o n g s t r u g g l e w i t h
Alzheimer's Disease, at the
Senior Health Center in
Brunswick, with her family
by her side. She was born
November 27, 1926, in Milo,
the daughter of Franklin and
Hilda (Tucker) Waterhouse.
She worked for many years
at Dexter Shoe Manufactur-
ing Co. She was married to
Franklin D. Small, who pre-
ceded her in death.

She is survived by two
sons, Dennis Small of Top-
sham and Daniel Small of
Prospect; five grandchildren
and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will
be conducted 11 a.m. Friday,
February 26, 2016, at the
Lary Funeral Home, Milo,
with Pastor Phil McGlauflin
officiating. Spring burial will
be in the family lot in Ever-
green Cemetery, Milo. Con-
dolences and memories may
be expressed at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

MAXINE HASHEY

BANGOR - Max ine
Hashey, 81, went home to
the Lord February 21, 2016.

Her most loved profession
was that of wife, mother,
grandmother and homemak-
er. She also ran several busi-
nesses over the years with
her husband of more than
60 years and later by herself.
Maxine had many interests
including gardening, rug
hooking, pets and travel.
She will be sadly missed by
her constant companion and
daughter, Kelley, and also by
her entire family, friends and
her special Daily Mass
church friends.

She is survived by three
children, Kelley, Lynne and
Phil l ip Jr. and wife,
Monique; grandchildren,
Nicolette, Jaimie and Jaison;
and other relatives. She was
predeceased by her hus-
band, Phillip Sr.

A funeral Mass will be
held 11 a.m. Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, at St. Paul the Apostle
Parish, St. Mary's Church,
768 Ohio St., Bangor. Recep-
tion to immediately follow in
the church hall.

RONALD NELSON

E. AMHERST, NY AND
WINTERPORT - Ronald Nel-
son, 55, died on February 19,
2016 awaiting a heart trans-
plant. He was born on Febru-
ary 8, 1961 to Donald and Ri-
ta (Doyon) Nelson and grew
up in Winterport, Maine.

Ron graduated from Ham-
pden Academy in 1979 and
received a Bachelor's degree
in Mechanical Engineering
Technology from the Univer-
sity of Maine in 1987. Ron
married Catharine (Grenier)
Nelson in 1990. He recently
retired from a successful ca-
reer with Parker-Hannafin
which brought them from
Owensboro, KY to South
Carolina to the Buffalo, NY
area.

Ron always had a smile
on his face and had an infec-
tious positive attitude. He
will be remembered for see-
ing the positive side of any-
one in any situation and
would help anyone he
thought was in need. He was
a loving, faithful and affec-
tionate son, brother, hus-
band, dad, grampy and
friend. Ron was a devout
Catholic who lived out his
faith and led by example.
Ron always enjoyed being
active in the Catholic parish-
es where he lived, serving as
a lector, Eucharistic minister,
youth group leader, member
of Knights of Columbus and
serving on retreat teams.
Ron also enjoyed skiing,
golfing, traveling and spend-
ing time with friends and
family.

In addition to his parents
he is survived by his wife,
Catharine Nelson, his
daughters Elizabeth Nelson
of Amherst, NY, Sr. Christina
Marie Murphy, O.Cist, and
Patricia (Murphy) Gutiérrez
and her husband Christo-
pher, of Sebree, KY, two
grandchildren Gabriel and
Isaac; four brothers Gordon
Nelson and his wife Patti, of
Baton Rouge, Jeffrey Nelson
and his wife Cheryl, of Ham-
pden, Ricky Nelson and his
wife Sandy, of Holden, Scott
Nelson and his wife Michele,
of Old Town; as well as
many nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Family and friends are
welcome to call 5-8 p.m. on
Thursday, February 25, 2016,
at the Hampden-Gilpatrick
Chapel of Brookings-Smith,
45 Western Avenue, Hamp-
den, Maine.

A Funeral Mass will be
held at St. Paul the Apostle
Parish, St. Gabriel Catholic
Church, 435 S. Main St, Win-
terport on Friday, February
26, 2016 at 11am. The Rite of
Committal will be at a later
date at Oak Hill Cemetery,
Winterport. Memorial dona-
tions in Ron's memory may
be made at www.harborhou
seofrochester.org and by be-
coming an organ donor.
Condolences to the family
may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

VICTOR IVAN MELANSON

DANFORTH - Victor
Melanson, 63, died Sunday,
Feb. 20, 2016. He was born
in Eaton, on November 1,
1952. He loved hunting and
fishing. He left behind a son,
Joseph Melanson; daughter,
Jennifer Puchal; his Mom,
Bertha Melanson; a brother,
Philip and his wife, Sharon;
and three grandchildren. A
graveside service will be
held in the spring.

MABEL KNOWLES

DOUGHTY

CHEBEAGUE ISLAND -
Mabel Estelle Knowles
Doughty, 93, died peacefully
on Tuesday, February 16,
2016, at the Island Com-
mons. She will be remem-
bered for a lifetime of com-
mitment and generosity to
family, friends, and commu-
nity, as well as for her intelli-
gence, strength, energy,
compassion, loyalty and wit.

Mabel E. Knowles was
born on May 1, 1922, in
Shirley Mills, Maine, one of
four children of Arthur
Knowles and Gertrude
(Phillips) Knowles. Mabel
spoke fondly of her home-
town, particularly of Shirley
Grammar School and
Greenville High School,
where she played basketball
and graduated in 1939.

After attending the YWCA
School of Domestic Science
in Boston, Mabel worked at
Camp West Winds on
Chebeague, where she met
island fisherman Sanford
Doughty. They married in
1943, and shared many
years of raising their daugh-
ter and fishing aboard the
Sirius in Penobscot Bay.

A devoted wife, mother
and grandmother, Mabel
loved to bake, sew, garden
and explore the shoreline
with her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. She
was there for all the impor-
tant events of their lives, and
she loved describing her
granddaughters' and great-
grandchildren's accomplish-
ments to friends.

Mabel's commitment to
Chebeague Island lasted a
lifetime and will have an en-
during influence. In 2005, it
was Mabel's comment that
"it's time to row our own
boat" that led to the creation
of the Town of Chebeague.
In her 80s, Mabel was one of
five island representatives to
travel to Augusta to petition
the Legislature to secede
from Cumberland. She
helped found and was a
member of many island or-
ganizations throughout her
life, and she served on both
the Town Planning Board
and the Hall Association
Board until her death.

Mabel is survived by her
daugh t e r, Ja cque l i n e
Doughty Trask; son-in-law,
George Trask; granddaugh-
ters, Laura Trask and her
husband, David Tyler of
Minot, Amy Trask and her
husband, Aaron Pyle, of
Bangor and Jennifer Bunch
and her husband, Bryan, of
Denver, Colo.; great-grand-
children, Mabel, Lila and
Paden; and many cousins,
nieces and nephews. In ad-
dition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by
her husband, Sanford
Doughty; two brothers,
Leslie Knowles and Sheldon
Knowles; and a sister, Ethel
Smith.

A celebration of Mabel's
life will be held at 1:30 p.m.
on Friday, March 18, 2016, at
the Chebeague Island United
Methodist Church. A recep-
tion will follow at the Island
Hall. (There will be a bus at
the Stone Pier to meet the
12:15 boat from Cousins Is-
land for those who wish to
attend from the mainland.
Please visit Chebeague.org
for detailed information
about bus and boat trans-
portation to the service.) In
lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Is-
land Commons, 132 Little-
field Rd.; or Chebeague Is-
land United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 1; or
Chebeague Island Hall
Kitchen Fund, care of Dianne
Brewer, 6 Rose's Point Rd.,
Chebeague Island, ME 04017.

In Memoriam...
Honor the memory of a

loved one with an ad in the
Bangor Daily News

1-800-432-7964 Ext. 8128

Fred Cherry,
Vietnam POW for
7 years, dies at 87
BY BART BARNES
WASHINGTON POST

Fred Cherry, an Air Force
fighter pilot, was downed by
enemy fire over North Viet-
nam in 1965, and he spent
more than seven years a
prisoner of war.

He had grown up in the
Jim Crow South, and his
captors made it clear he
could mitigate the harsh-
ness of his incarceration,
including routine torture,
and improve his living con-
ditions by speaking out
against the racial injustice
and discrimination that he
had faced as an African-
American in the United
States.

When beatings failed to
bring him around, his jail-
ers tried another tactic.
They assigned a self-de-
scribed “Southern white
boy” as his cellmate, hoping
that racial antipathy be-
tween the two men would
weaken his resolve and pro-
duce a propaganda triumph
for North Vietnam.

The plan failed.
Instead, the two men,

Cherry and a Navy fighter
pilot, then-Ensign Porter
Halyburton, became fast
and lifelong friends. Each
would credit the other with
having saved his life.

Cherry died Feb. 16 at a
hospital in Washington. He
was 87. The cause was heart
ailments, said his compan-
ion of 24 years, Deborah
Thompson.

He was a major when he
was taken prisoner and had
more than 100 combat mis-
sions in Korea and Vietnam
behind him on the day —
Oct. 22, 1965 — that his F-105
Thunderchief fighter-bomb-
er was hit by enemy antiair-
craft fire.

“The plane exploded, and
I ejected at about 400 feet at
over 600 miles an hour,”
Cherry wrote in a 1999 col-
lection of war stories by
POWs and Medal of Honor
recipients. “In the process of
ejection, I broke my left
ankle, my left wrist, and
crushed my left shoulder. I
was captured immediately
upon landing by Vietnamese
militia and civilians.

“I spent 702 days in soli-
tary confinement,” he
added, with the longest pe-
riod lasting 53 weeks. “At
one time I was either tor-
tured or in punishment for
93 straight days.”

Early in his captivity
Cherry was matched with
Halyburton, a North Caro-
linian who had been shot
down Oct. 17, 1965. For eight
months they would live to-
gether. But whatever mutu-
al animosity their captors
may have hoped for never
materialized.

“I guess they thought if
they had a Southern white
boy taking care of a black
man it would be the worst
place for both of us,”

Halyburton said in a tele-
phone conversation from
North Carolina. “It turned
out to be the best thing that
ever happened to me.”

For eight months, he
changed dressings on his
cellmate’s infected wounds,
fed him, bathed him and
watched over him.

“He said I saved his life,
and he saved my life. … Tak-
ing care of my friend gave
my life some meaning that it
had not had before,” he said.

The two men lived in a
succession of fetid 10-by-10-
foot cells, sleeping on straw
mats, benches or the floor.

“I was so inspired by
Fred’s toughness,” Halybur-
ton said. “He had grown up
in the racial South [and] un-
dergone a lot of discrimina-
tion and hardship. But he
was such an ardent patriot.
He loved this country. It in-
spired me, and it inspired a
lot of others.”

For 2,671 days, Cherry
was held in captivity before
his release on Feb. 12, 1973,
with the first group of U.S.
prisoners of war to come
home.

Fred Vann Cherry Sr. was
born on March 24, 1928, in
Suffolk, Virginia. His par-
ents were farmers. He at-
tended racially segregated
public schools and graduat-
ed in 1951 from Virginia
Union University, a histori-
cally black college in Rich-
mond.

He then joined the Air
Force and during the Kore-
an War flew more than 50
combat missions over North
Korea.

Cherry, who later attend-
ed the National War College
and the Defense Intelligence
School in Washington, re-
tired from the Air Force in
1981 as a joint staff officer
assigned to the Defense In-
telligence Agency. He was a
resident of Silver Spring,
Maryland.

His medals included the
Air Force Cross, awarded,
according to the citation, for
“extraordinary heroism in
military operations against
an opposing armed force as
a Prisoner of War … ex-
tremely strong personal for-
titude and maximum persis-
tence in the face of severe
enemy harassment and tor-
ture, suffering critical inju-
ries and wounds.”

Cherry and Halyburton,
who retired from the Navy
at the rank of commander,
gave joint talks at military
institutions and colleges. In
2004, they toured to promote
a book about their story,
“Two Souls Indivisible: The
Friendship That Saved Two
POWs in Vietnam,” by
James S. Hirsch.

Cherry also was fea-
tured in a public televi-
sion documentary narrat-
ed by Tom Hanks, “Return
With Honor,” about Viet-
nam fighter pilots held as
POWs.

Countrymusic singer
Sonny James dies at 87
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Sonny
James, who notched 16 con-
secutive No. 1 singles, rul-
ing the country music charts
for almost 20 years, died
from natural causes Mon-
day night in Nashville. He
was 87.

James, who was recently
hospitalized, was surround-
ed by family and friends at
Alive Hospice at the time of
his death, according to a
statement on his official
website.

His biggest hit, “Young
Love,” topped the country
charts in 1957. During the
1960s and 1970s, James, who
was nicknamed the South-
ern Gentleman, scored 26
No. 1 hits, including 16 con-
secutive chart toppers. He
spent 57 weeks at the top of
the charts between 1960 and
1979. “Need You,” “Here
Comes Honey Again,” “It’s
Just a Matter of Time,”
“Empty Arms” and “Since I
Met You Baby” were among
his most memorable songs.

James joined the Grand

Ole Opry in 1965, the year he
scored his second No. 1 sin-
gle, “You’re the Only World
I Know,” and hosted the
first-ever CMA Awards two
years later. He was inducted
into the Country Music Hall
of Fame in 2006. James was
also the first country artist
to receive a star on the Hol-
lywood Walk of Fame.

Born James Hugh Loden
in Hackleberg, Alabama, the
country crooner started
playing music from a young
age, performing with his
parents and older sister for a
local radio show. The family
soon began putting on con-
certs throughout the South.

After returning from mili-
tary duty in Korea, he signed
with Capitol Records. James
moved to Columbia Records
almost two decades later, in
the mid-70s, releasing his
final No. 1 hit, “Is It Wrong
(For Loving You).”

James also appeared in
the country-music-themed
films “Nashville Rebel,”
“Las Vegas Hillbillies” and
“Second Fiddle to a Steel
Guitar.”


