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obituaries
Pentagon Papers journalist Bagdikian dies
BY MATT SCHUDEL
THE WASHINGTON POST

Ben H. Bagdikian, a key figure
in the publication of the Pentagon
Papers by The Washington Post in
1971, which resulted in a momen-
tous legal victory supporting free-
dom of the press, who later became
an influential educator and media
critic, died March 11 at his home
in Berkeley, California. He was 96.

His wife, Marlene Griffith Bag-
dikian, confirmed the death but did
not specify a cause.

Bagdikian had a multifaceted ca-
reer as a reporter and editor, includ-
ing a daring undercover mission for
The Post when he posed as an in-
mate at a Pennsylvania prison while
doing an investigative series on the
penal system.

Perhaps his most significant con-
tribution, however, came in 1971,
when he was The Post’s assistant
managing editor for national news.
The New York Times had published
excerpts from the Pentagon Papers,
a surreptitiously copied secret his-
tory of U.S. involvement in Vietnam
since World War II.

After a federal judge ordered the
Times to stop publishing the papers
for reasons of national security, Bag-
dikian received a phone call asking
him to go to Boston for a clandestine
meeting. He was to meet Daniel Ells-
berg, a onetime defense analyst he
had met years earlier, who would
deliver copies of the Pentagon Pa-
pers to him. He was told to bring an
empty suitcase with him.

“The suitcase he’d brought was
too small for what he was given,” the
late Post publisher Katharine Gra-
ham wrote in her 1997 memoir, “Per-
sonal History,” “so he loaded the
Papers into a big cardboard box and
flew back to Washington on a first-

class seat, with the box occupying
the seat beside him — an additional
expense the Post didn’t mind pay-
ing.”

Executive editor Benjamin C.
Bradlee later recalled in a speech the
moment when “silver-haired Ben
Bagdikian, his shoulders bending
under the burden of two heavy car-
tons, staggered up the stairs of my
house … and dropped the Pentagon
Papers on my living room floor.”

Bagdikian was among the editors
and reporters who reviewed more
than 4,000 jumbled pages, preparing
extracts for publication. There were
arguments between The Post’s news
staff and legal team, weighing the
consequences of publishing the pa-
pers.

Bagdikian was one of the stron-
gest voices in favor of publication,
arguing that the government could
not use the cloak of “national secu-
rity” to limit what newspapers could
print.

He uttered a line that neatly
summed up the principle involved:
“The only way to assert the right to
publish is to publish.”

“Bradlee had never admired Bag-
dikian more,” David Halberstam
wrote in his 1979 book about the
media, “The Powers That Be.”

The Post published the papers,
then joined the Times in a legal bat-
tle that, because of its national im-
portance, reached the U.S. Supreme
Court within days. The court ruled
that the government could not im-
pose “prior restraint” on the news-
papers to block publication of the
Pentagon Papers. It is considered
one of the country’s most significant
cases supporting the First Amend-
ment’s right to freedom of the press.

Several months after the Penta-
gon Papers, Bagdikian led a Post in-
vestigation of conditions in U.S. pris-

ons. In one harrowing story, he went
undercover disguised as a murder-
er, in order to observe prison life
from the inside.

He was originally planning to
enter a facility in Oklahoma until an
ex-convict warned him, “You’ll
never get out alive.”

Instead, Bagdikian approached
the attorney general of Pennsylva-
nia, who agreed to allow him enter
Huntingdon State Correctional In-
stitution without the knowledge of
anyone else at the prison.

“I was in a maximum security
penitentiary for murder,” Bagdiki-
an wrote in The Post on Jan. 31, 1972.
“But I hadn’t killed anyone. No one
at the prison — warden, guards, in-
mates — knew that. All they knew
was that one night, two state police-
men delivered me in handcuffs as a
‘transfer’ from a distant county jail.”

Bagdikian spent six days in the
prison. He was removed after one
inmate began to suspect something
unusual about him and pointedly
asked, “You here for your health?”

In his story, Bagdikian described
widespread racial animosity behind
bars, outbursts of violence, open
“homosexualism” and an elaborate,
yet fragile “code of etiquette.”

“You enjoy the trust of others but
at the same time fear it,” he wrote.
“Everyone is trapped together and
each man has the power to harm the
others.”

Bagdikian and Post reporter Leon
Dash later expanded their eight-part
series into a book, “The Shame of
the Prisons.”

“I’ve got to hand it to you, buddy,”
Bradlee told Bagdikian after the se-
ries. “You’ve got” an earthy term of
praise for his courage.

As early as 1957, Bagdikian had
called for newspapers to hire an in-
house critic, or ombudsman, to ad-

dress public concerns about journal-
istic practices. He became The Post’s
second ombudsman in 1972. As a
conduit of outside and internal com-
plaints, he began to clash with Bra-
dlee, and after several months Bag-
dikian left The Post.

He held a post at American Uni-
versity, wrote widely on media is-
sues, then joined the faculty of the
University of California at Berkeley
in 1976. He ultimately became dean
of its Graduate School of Journal-
ism.

In 1983, he published “The Media
Monopoly,” a study of the growing
concentration of news outlets in the
hands of a few large conglomerates.
The book was recognized as a major
work of media criticism and helped
inspire a variety of watchdog groups
and reform efforts.

“As a media critic,” Fordham
University professor Arthur S.
Hayes wrote in the 2008 book “Press
Critics Are the Fifth Estate,” “Bag-
dikian has been farsighted, inspira-
tional, influential, long lasting, and a
forerunner.”

Ben-Hur Haig Bagdikian was
born Jan. 30, 1920, in a town then
known as Marash in present-day
Turkey. His Armenian family fled
the country to avoid persecution
when Bagdikian was an infant. He
was dropped in the snow and was
feared dead until he began to cry.

The family settled in Stoneham,
Massachusetts, where his father be-
came an Armenian Congregational-
ist pastor.

After graduating from Clark Uni-
versity in Worcester, Massachu-
setts, in 1941, Bagdikian began his
newspaper career in Springfield,
Massachusetts. He was an Army Air
Forces officer during World War II
before joining the Providence Jour-
nal in 1947.

He was part of a team that won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1953 for coverage of
a bank robbery and also served as a
Washington reporter and foreign
correspondent.

Early in his career, Bagdikian be-
came preoccupied with media ethics
and began to write critical essays
about journalism. He won a Peabody
Award in 1951 for articles analyzing
the content of commentators such as
Drew Pearson and Walter Winchell.

In the 1960s, Bagdikian was a
Washington-based correspondent
for the weekly Saturday Evening
Post. He published his first book,
about poverty in America, in 1964.
From 1967 to 1969, he directed a
media study at the RAND Corp. in
California, where he met Ellsberg.
He joined The Post in 1970.

Bagdikian retired from the Uni-
versity of California in 1990 but re-
mained an active voice in media is-
sues for more than 20 years after-
ward. His book “The Media Monopo-
ly” was republished in 2004 as “The
New Media Monopoly.”

His marriages to Elizabeth Ogasa-
pian and former Post reporter Betty
Medsger ended in divorce.

Survivors include his wife of 32
years, Marlene Griffith Bagdikian of
Berkeley; and a son from his first
marriage, Eric Bagdikian of Long-
ment, Colorado. Another son from
his first marriage, Christopher Bag-
dikian, died in 2015.

Bagdikian published a memoir,
“Double Vision: Reflections on My
Heritage, Life, and Profession,” in
1995. He wrote about his life as an
outsider, beginning with his birth in
Turkey, and about the difficulties
and joys of gathering the news.

“If I were choosing my life work
all over again, would I be a report-
er?” he asked in his memoir. “You
bet I would.”

Policewrangle runaway guinea hen
BY DAWN GAGNON
BDN STAFF

AUGUSTA — Augusta po-
lice were called to the Turn-
pike Mall on Thursday to
wrangle a guinea hen they
say had gone rogue from its
owner.

“The wayward bird ab-
sconded from its home in Sid-
ney in the back of a pickup
truckhoping tocavortaround
Central Maine in the unsea-
sonably warm weather,” the
Augusta Police Department
said in a tongue-in-cheek post
on its Facebook page.

“Once the stowaway was
discovered by its owner, the
fleeing fowl bolted across the
parking lot. Augusta PD im-
mediately summoned our Res-
ident Steve Irwin and newly
appointed Community Re-
source Officer Brad ‘El Burro’
Chase,” the post continued.

“After a tactical assess-
ment of the search area,
Officer Chase channeled
his inner poultry and
honed in on the obvious
destination for a bachelor
bird, the automotive de-

partment of Sears,” it said.
The tale ended on a happy

note. Chase found the fowl
in the tire aisle, captured it

and returned it to its owner
at the police station.

AUGUSTA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Augusta Police Department Community Resource Officer Brad Chase was called upon
Thursday to wrangle a stowaway guinea hen that hopped a ride from its home in Sidney
to the Turnpike Mall.

Vt. bond trader,
veteran dies at 82
BOSTON HERALD

Douglas Crawford Lyons
of East Burke, Vermont, for-
merly of Auburndale, Gro-
ton and Concord, died Tues-
day after a brief illness. He
was 82.

Born in Cambridge,
Lyons was raised and edu-
cated in Auburndale. He
made his home in Concord
after marrying and later in
Groton. He designed and
built his vacation home in
East Burke in 1971 before
making the move perma-
nently in 1988.

He was a 1951 graduate of
Browne & Nichols School in
Cambridge. He graduated
cum laude from Princeton
University’s Woodrow Wil-
son School of Public and In-
ternational Affairs in 1955.

He served in the Army for
two years and was stationed
in Wiesbaden, Germany. He

was awarded sharpshooter
honors and worked as a
radio operator.

Lyons worked as a bond
trader for Weeden & Co.,
and was later vice president
of municipal bond sales at
Smith Barney. He retired in
1987.

Lyons could often be seen
at the Northeast Kingdom
Store and East Burke Mar-
ket for afternoon coffee. He
would also regularly attend
Saturday afternoon Masses
at St. Elizabeth’s Church.

Lyons is survived by his
wife, Diane; a son, Crawford
of Concord, New Hampshire;
three daughters, Jennifer R.
of Sun Valley, Idaho, Joan of
East Burke and Noel of
Brookline; two sisters, Debo-
rah Beach of Bangor, Maine,
and Jean Chandler of Leba-
non, New Hampshire; five
grandchildren and several
nieces and nephews.

‘Caravan ofDeath’ leader under Pinochet dies
BY ADAM BERNSTEIN
THE WASHINGTON POST

Sergio Arellano Stark, a
Chilean army general who led
the “Caravan of Death,” a he-
licopter-borne killing squad
that helped establish Augusto
Pinochet’s iron grip on power
in the 1970s, died March 9 in
the capital city of Santiago. He
was 94.

The cause was complica-
tions from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, his family said.

Gen. Arellano was de-
scribed as a principal instiga-
tor of the bloody Sept. 11, 1973,
coup that deposed Salvador
Allende, Chile’s democrati-
cally elected Marxist presi-
dent, and installed army gen-
eral Pinochet as head of state.

Empowered by martial law,
Arellano became a crucial en-
forcer of violent measures to
ensure the junta’s survival.
Effective dissent was all but
wiped out through repression,
and Pinochet ruled as presi-
dent for 17 years, a tenure
darkened by human rights vi-
olations and corruption.

“The Caravan of Death was
the first and foremost death
squad in the days after the
coup,” said Peter Kornbluh,
director of the Chile docu-
mentation project at the
Washington-based National
Security Archive.

“The intent,” he added,
“was to eliminate the local
civic and political leadership

who had done nothing wrong
other than participate in the
democracy that Allende rep-
resented at the time, as well as
to send a very forceful mes-
sage to local military com-
manders that peaceful coexis-
tence with the left in their
communities would no longer
be tolerated.”

Leading the brutal ram-
page of torture and extrajudi-
cial killings, Arellano hop-
scotched from town to town in
Puma helicopters with his
handpicked retinue, methodi-
cally hunting down perceived
dissidents and checking off
names from a list as they were
eliminated. The group was al-
leged to have killed or “disap-
peared” at least 75 Chileans,
reportedly ranging in age
from 16 to 85.

During Pinochet’s reign,
an estimated 3,000 Chileans
were killed or went missing,
and thousands more endured
torture, with most violations
occurring in 1973, according
to a government report.

On his ominous helicopter
flights, Arellano visited mili-
tary commanders in distant
provinces, mainly the mining
region of the arid north, an
Allende stronghold. His mis-
sion was to root out officers
deemed too soft on leftist ac-
tivists and other alleged sub-
versives.

The caravan descended
from the sky with troops in
battle fatigues brandishing

weapons as if in combat. Their
aggressiveness surprised some
provincial military command-
ers, who had been prepared to
greet them with military
marches and other festivities
befitting dignitaries.

“Perhaps you don’t realize
that we are at war!” Arellano
snapped to one officer, accord-
ing to the late Chilean jour-
nalist Patricia Verdugo’s
book about the Caravan of
Death, loosely translated as
“In the Claws of the Puma.”

Enlisted soldiers were
forced to participate in grue-
some executions of prisoners
who had been locked up on
flimsy charges. Many civil-
ians had surrendered volun-
tarily because they trusted
local officials to protect them,
Kornbluh said.

Throughout the northern
region, in cities such as Cala-
ma, Antofagasta and Tocopil-
la, the death caravan orches-
trated kidnappings, murders
and mutilations. The victims
included lawyers, professors,
journalists, doctors and labor
leaders.

In 1978, two years after Arel-
lano’s retirement, Pinochet de-
creed a sweeping amnesty law
protecting the military from
prosecution for human rights
crimes committed in the first
five years of his dictatorship.

In an effort to circumvent
the amnesty law, the Chilean
supreme court made an ex-
ception in 1999 for victims

whose bodies remained miss-
ing and whose cases could be
considered unresolved kid-
nappings.

That decision opened the
door for investigations into
Pinochet and retired military
officers including Arellano,
both of whom were placed
under house arrest.

A major break in the cara-
van case, according to Korn-
bluh’s book “The Pinochet
File,” was a public statement
in 2001 by a retired military
commander in the north at
the time of the coup.

In an interview with a Chil-
ean TV station, Gen. Joaquin
Lagos Osorio said that Arella-
no had shown him paperwork
in 1973 documenting his au-
thority as Pinochet’s official
delegate and his order to “re-
view and accelerate” the judi-
cial process.

Lagos also provided a vivid
account of the death squad in
action.

“They cut eyes out with
daggers. They broke their
jaws and legs,” Lagos said,
adding that firing squads
were used to inflict maximum
pain instead of instant death.
“They shot them to pieces,
first the legs, then the sexual
organs, then the heart, all
with machine guns.”

Arellano had long denied
responsibility for the killings,
saying local military garri-
sons disobeyed his instruc-
tions.

Durhamwoman dies
from crash injuries
BY DAWN GAGNON
BDN STAFF

TOPSHAM — A Durham
woman involved in a head-on
collision Friday afternoon
has died from her injuries.

Christina Babnaw, 44, died
Saturday evening, Topsham
police Sgt. Mark Gilliam con-
firmed Sunday.

Babnaw was traveling
north on Route 24, also known
as Middlesex Road, when her
2009 Toyota sedan veered off
the right-hand side of the
road, drove back onto the
road and crashed head-on into
a 2008 Hyundai SUV driven
by 66-year-old Bruce Hanson

of Harpswell, Topsham police
said Friday.

Babnaw and Hanson, who
were pinned in their vehicles,
needed to be extricated by
Brunswick and Topsham fire-
fighters.

Babnaw’spassenger,21-year-
old Joshua White of Durham,
suffered a broken pelvis.

Both White and Hanson’s
passenger, 22-year-old Taylor
Hanson of Harpswell, were
able to get out of the vehicles
on their own.

The crash happened near
the Bowdoinham town line, in
the 800 block of Middlesex
Road. Police said speed was a
factor.

Bay Stateman dies in crash
BY DAWN GAGNON
BDN STAFF

WELD — A Massachu-
setts man died in a single-
vehicle crash late Saturday
night on School Street,
Maine Department of Public
Safety spokesman Stephen
McCausland said Sunday.

The crash happened about
11:30 p.m., when Richard Rog-
ers, 58, of Pembroke, Massa-
chusetts, who was traveling
north on Route 156, lost con-
trol of his 2006 Honda Civic.

Rogers’ car went onto the
dirt shoulder of the roadway
and then went into a spin, Mc-

Causland said. The Honda
then crossed the centerline
and struck a large tree.

Rogers died at the scene,
he said. The rear of the
Honda sustained massive
damage.

Excessive speed and the
possible presence of deer in
or near the roadway are the
likely cause of the crash, Mc-
Causland said in a news re-
lease.

Trooper Reid Bond of
Troop C is the primary inves-
tigator in the crash and was
assisted at the scene by Cpl.
Kevin Hartley of the Franklin
County Sheriff’s Office.


