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obituaries
Actress Patty Duke dies at 69
BY LIBBY HILL
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Patty Duke, former child
star and Academy Award
winner for her performance
as Helen Keller in “The Mir-
acle Worker,” has died at 69.

“This morning, our be-
loved wife, mother, grand-
mother, matriarch and the
exquisite artist, humanitar-
ian, and champion for men-
tal health, Anna ‘PATTY
DUKE’ Pearce, closed her
eyes, quieted her pain and
ascended to a beautiful
place,” son and actor Sean
Astin posted to his Facebook
page. “We celebrate the infi-
nite love and compassion
she shared through her
work and throughout her
life.”

The actress died early
Tuesday. “Her cause of
death was sepsis from a rup-
tured intestine” in Coeur
D’Alene, Idaho, Duke’s man-
ager said in a statement
Tuesday morning.

Duke’s life was marked
with both success and strug-
gle, with the earliest years
of her life marred by an alco-
holic father and a violently
depressive mother. From
the time she was 8, Duke
was raised by talent manag-
ers John and Ethel Ross. In
her memoir “Call Me Anna,”
Duke revealed that the Ross-
es left her little control over
her career or life and began
supplying her with alcohol
and prescription medication
when she was 13.

In 1959, Duke debuted as
Helen Keller in the Broad-
way production of “The Mir-
acle Worker” with Anne
Bancroft. The play later was
adapted into a film that
earned Duke the Academy
Award for supporting ac-
tress. At the time, Duke was
16 and the youngest person
to receive an Oscar in a com-
petitive category.

“It seems like a dream,”
she told the Los Angeles
Times in 1963 after her
Oscar win. “I’m still not
sure if it happened. When
they announced it, I just sat
there. I couldn’t move.”

Duke had already won ac-
claim for the role onstage.
She noted that had she
grown faster, she might
never have had the opportu-
nity to play the role of the
young Keller, who could not
see, speak or hear after a
childhood illness. Duke said
a clause in her contract
when she took the role in
1959 allowed the producers
to cut her if she grew 2 inch-
es.

She said it felt “wonderful
to be an Oscar winner — at

any age.” She added: “But I
don’t think it will change
things for me, personally.
I’m still just one of the kids.”

Duke debuted on “The
Patty Duke Show” in 1963, in
which she played both main
characters Patricia “Patty”
Lane, all-American teenag-
er, and Catherine “Cathy”
Lane, her identical cousin
from Scotland.

“Patty was very embar-
rassing to me,” the 66-year-
old told the Times in 2013.
“They would write those
outrageous things for her to
do. I would dive in and do it,
but I couldn’t wait to get to
Cathy. She was sensible, and
I’d like to think she was
classy.”

The show had a slightly
surreal concept and a catchy
theme song — “Where Cathy
adores a minuet / the Ballet
Russes and crepes suzette /
our Patty loves to rock and
roll / a hot dog makes her
lose control — what a wild
duet!” It also boasted such
guest stars as Sammy Davis
Jr., Peter Lawford, Frankie
Avalon, Sal Mineo and the
British pop duo Chad and
Jeremy.

Despite Duke’s conflicted
feelings about “The Patty
Duke Show,” she eventually
found peace with the role,
she told the Times in 2002.

“When you walk down the
street and a total stranger
sings a 40-year-old theme to
you, you go, ‘Someone was
paying attention.’ I love it!

Strangers nod and smile or
call out, ‘I love you,’” Duke
said. “What a nice way to go
through life. Other people
don’t even say ‘excuse me’ to
other people, and a total
stranger is sending me love
vibes.”

After her successful stint
as Patty and Cathy Lane on
television, Duke tried to
transition back to film with
a controversial performance
as Neely O’Hara in “Valley
of the Dolls,” in which the
actress portrayed an alco-
holic, drug-addled star.

In addition to being an
actress, Duke also was a
fierce advocate for mental
illness awareness, after her
own diagnosis with bipolar
disorder in 1982. Duke cred-
ited medication and therapy
for helping her recovery;
she was the first celebrity,
via her 1987 autobiography,
to make her struggle with
bipolar disorder public.

Duke had said she was
grateful for her close rela-
tionships with son and “The
Lord of the Rings” star Sean
Astin, 45, and his actor
brother, Mackenzie Astin,
42, despite the rough child-
hood to which she subjected
them before her illness was
diagnosed. Her family called
her Anna Banana. After
Sean had his own children,
she became Nana Anna Ba-
nana.

“I had no patience,” she
admitted to the Times. “This
was not all the time. The

thing that these kids had
going against them was that
you never knew when what
was all hunky-dory was
going to fly out the window
and you were going to be
screamed at and berated and
either ostracized or made to
do some humiliating pun-
ishment.”

The actress was also step-
mother to her fourth hus-
band Michael Pearce’s
daughters, Charlene, a ge-
netic researcher, and Rae-
lene, who drowned in a 1998
car accident at age 22. In
1988, Pearce and Duke ad-
opted a son, Kevin, who be-
came a firefighter.

Now her son Sean hopes
his mother’s mental health
advocacy continues after
her passing. “Before the suf-
fering became too great, we
talked about how the core
mission of her mental health
work might continue be-
yond her life,” Sean said in
the introduction to a newly
launched Crowdrise cam-
paign in his mother’s honor,
the proceeds of which will
be used to establish the
Patty Duke Mental Health
Initiative, dedicated to con-
tinuing support of mental
health programs.

Of his mother, Sean said,
“She became a voice for the
voiceless, a reassuring pres-
ence for the scared, the in-
timidated and the lost. She
was a healer of many souls
and a champion for so many
in need.”

JIM RUYMEN | REUTERS

Award-winning actress Patty Duke poses for photographers after an unveiling ceremony
honoring her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles, California, in 2004.
Duke has passed away at the age of 69, according to news reports.

Vietnamwar
Medal of Honor
winner dies at 70
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Santiago J. Erevia, an
Army specialist who braved
unremitting hostile fire to
single-handedly destroy
four enemy bunkers in a
search-and-clear mission
during the Vietnam War —
an act of heroism recognized
nearly half a century later
with the Medal of Honor —
died March 22. He was 70.

His death was announced
by the Bexar County Veter-
ans Service Office in San
Antonio, Texas, where Ere-
via lived. Other details were
not immediately available.

Erevia was one of two
dozen veterans who re-
ceived the Medal of Honor in
an unusual White House
ceremony led by President
Obama in March 2014. They
were selected for the award
after a Pentagon review,
mandated by Congress in
2002, of past discrimination
in the bestowal of the mili-
tary’s highest honor for
valor.

Each recipient had previ-
ously received the Distin-
guished Service Cross, the
second-highest military
award, for heroism in World
War II, the Korean War or
the Vietnam War. Seventeen
of the men, among them Ere-
via, were Hispanic. One was
African-American, and one
was Jewish. Only three were
alive to receive the medal in
person.

Erevia’s medal recog-
nized his actions on May 21,
1969, when he was a 23-year-
old radio-telephone operator
serving in South Vietnam
with the 101st Airborne Di-
vision. He and his unit were
dispatched to Tam Ky, a
town on the South China
Sea, and tasked with rooting
out a contingent of North
Vietnamese concealed in
bunkers and other hide-
aways.

Starting from the edge of
a rice paddy, the men were
faced with crossing 100
yards or more of open land.
As they advanced, enemy
troops, some of them camou-
flaged with tree branches
and leaves, emerged from
spider holes and trenches
and began firing.

Erevia was ordered to de-
liver first aid to the wound-
ed but came under attack.

“Although he could have
taken cover with the rest of
the element, he chose a re-
taliatory course of action,”
according to his Medal of
Honor citation. “With heavy
enemy fire directed at him,
he moved in full view of the
hostile gunners as he pro-
ceeded to crawl from one
wounded man to another,
gathering ammunition.”

With another soldier, Pat-
rick Diehl, Erevia sought
cover behind a tree.

“We were back to back,”
Erevia once told an inter-
viewer. “I said, ‘Diehl, do
you see anything to your
side?’ He never answered.
And I said, ‘Diehl!’ I turned
around and he was laying on
the ground with a bullet

hole square on his fore-
head.”

Erevia concluded that, if
he was going to perish, he
would do so fighting, and he
advanced toward the North
Vietnamese, ignoring their
fire.

“I zigzagged, firing my
M-16,” he told NPR in 2014.
“I thought I was going to get
killed instantly.”

He made his way to the
first of four bunkers, where,
according to the citation, he
dropped a grenade into the
fortification and destroyed
it. He moved on to the sec-
ond and third bunkers, de-
stroying both with his last
grenades.

When he reached the
fourth bunker, an enemy
soldier was firing into the
air and put a bullet through
Erevia’s jacket, according to
an account released by the
Army.

“I was about maybe 2 or 3
feet away from him,” Erevia
told NPR. “And then I shot
him point-blank with my
M-16, and end of story.”

Erevia later helped evacu-
ate the wounded and the
dead. He said that for years
he was haunted in his sleep
by images from that day.

A fellow soldier, John
“Mac” MacFarland, was
asked to draft a Medal of
Honor citation for Erevia.
Years later, MacFarland
told the Los Angeles Times
that he had spent weeks
writing the account of his
comrade’s heroism. When
Erevia did not receive the
medal, MacFarland blamed
what he feared was the in-
sufficiency of his writing
skills.

Other soldiers speculated
that Erevia had been passed
over for the medal not be-
cause of discrimination but
because he had not been
wounded or killed, accord-
ing to the San Antonio Ex-
press-News.

But in 2014, Erevia’s son
Jesse told The Washington
Post that the family “won-
dered why he didn’t receive
it the first time, and thought
it may have been because of
his name.”

Months before the White
House ceremony, President
Obama phoned Erevia to in-
form him of his selection for
the medal.

“He said that, for some
reason, I was overlooked,
but that he was making it
right,” Erevia recalled. “I
said, ‘Thank you very much,
sir.’ “

Santiago Jesus Erevia
was born in Nordheim,
Texas, on Dec. 15, 1945. He
left high school and worked
as a cotton laborer, cook and
soda deliveryman before
joining the Army.

“I thought maybe I could
better myself,” he told the
Los Angeles Times.

Besides the Medal of
Honor, his awards included
the Bronze Star Medal, the
Purple Heart, the Air Medal
and the Army Commenda-
tion Medal.

After his Army service,
Erevia served in the Texas

Catholic broadcaster
Mother Angelica dies
REUTERS

Mother Angelica, a soft-
spoken nun who dispensed
homespun religious and life
advice for years on televi-
sion after founding a cable
network, died on Sunday
aged 92, officials and reli-
gious leaders said.

“Mother Mary Angelica of
the Annunciation, foundress
of the Eternal Word Televi-
sion Network (EWTN),
passed away on March 27
after a lengthy struggle with
the aftereffects of a stroke,”
the Catholic News Agency
said in a statement.

“Mother has always and
will always personify
EWTN, the network that
God asked her to found,”
EWTN Chairman and CEO
Michael Warsaw said.

The nun, born Rita Rizzo
in Canton, Ohio, founded
the network, among the
world’s largest religious

broadcasters, from a studio
set up in an Alabama mon-
astery garage in 1981 after
she objected to a movie
being shown by a station
which was owned by the stu-
dio she used for producing
programs for a Christian
network.

Mother Angelica, once
hailed by Time magazine as
arguably the nation’s most
influential Roman Catholic
woman, suffered a debilitat-
ing stroke in 2001, which
mostly left her without the
ability to speak in her final
years, but her ministry lived
on through reruns of her
television program.

In a statement, Alabama
Gov. Robert Bentley said:
“She devoted her life to min-
istry, converting untold
numbers of people to the
church. She left an indelible
mark on Alabama, the Cath-
olic Church and the world as
a whole.”

EarlHamner Jr., creator of ‘TheWaltons,’ dies
BY DENNIS MCLELLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Earl
Hamner Jr., the Virginia-
born writer who created not
only TV’s folksy, Depres-
sion-era family drama “The
Waltons” but the California
wine-country primetime
soap opera “Falcon Crest,”
died on Thursday. He was
92.

Hamner passed away at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-
ter in Los Angeles after bat-
tling bladder cancer, said
his daughter, Caroline.

“He was a Virginia gentle-
man and he loved and cared
for all people,” she said.
“They broke the mold after
they made him.”

In a long career that in-
cluded writing episodes of
“The Twilight Zone” in the
1960s and adapting the E.B.
White classic “Charlotte’s
Web” for a 1973 animated
film, Hamner was best
known for tapping his child-
hood memories of growing
up in a large family in rural
Virginia during the Great
Depression.

“Spencer’s Mountain,”
Hamner’s childhood-in-
spired 1961 novel, was
turned into a 1963 movie
starring Henry Fonda and
Maureen O’Hara.

His 1970 book “The Home-
coming: A Novel about
Spencer’s Mountain,” in-
spired by Christmas Eve
1933 when Hamner’s father
was late in arriving home,
was turned into “The Home-
coming: A Christmas Story,”
a two-hour CBS television
movie that introduced the
family, renamed the Wal-
tons, to television viewers

in December 1971.
Its success led to the

weekly hourlong TV series.
“The Waltons,” with Rich-

ard Thomas as John-Boy,
the budding young writer
modeled after Hamner and
the eldest of the close-knit
clan’s seven children, de-
buted on CBS in the fall of
1972.

With the genteel Hamner
providing the wise and reas-
suring voice-over introduc-
tion and postscript to each
episode as the grown-up
John-Boy, the series quickly
became a Thursday night
fixture for millions of Amer-
icans.

Cecil Smith, the Los An-
geles Times’ television critic
who had predicted that “The
Homecoming” had “all the
earmarks of a perennial that
will turn up on the network
Christmas after Christmas
after Christmas,” was equal-
ly delighted with the new
series.

“It is,” Smith wrote in his
review of the debut episode,
“as deeply moving and
human an experience as an
hour episode as it was as a
two-hour film special.”

“The Waltons,” which ran
until 1981, won five Emmy
Awards its first season, in-
cluding one for outstanding
drama series.

Eachepisodeendedwith the
show’s signature — and often-
spoofed — exterior shot of the
family’s white, wood-frame
two-story house and a succes-
sion of voice-overs as the large
family bid each other good
night: “Goodnight, Jim-Bob.”
“Goodnight, Elizabeth; good-
night, Erin.” “Goodnight, Jim-
Bob; goodnight, Mama.”
“Goodnight, Erin”…

In his guidelines for the
series, executive producer
Hamner’s primary direction
was “to always walk that
fine line between excessive
sentimentality and believ-
able human warmth.”

“People used to attack the
show for being too sweet, too
idealistic,” Richard Thomas
told TV Guide in 1995. “But
it honored the lives of ordi-
nary people, and the simple
passages of their lives have
as much significance on
Walton’s Mountain as they
do in Buckingham Palace.”

In a 1973 interview with
Good Housekeeping maga-
zine, Hamner said he
thought “people are hungry
for a sense of security.
They’re hungry, too, for real
family relationships — not
just rounding up the family
for a cookout but real togeth-
erness where people are re-
lating honestly.”

Expanding on his feeling
that there was “a need” for
the Waltons in contempo-
rary American society,
Hamner wrote in a 1972
guest column for the Times:
“Audiences in all entertain-
ment media have been bru-
talized by crudities, vulgari-
ty, violence, indifference
and ineptitude.”

With “The Waltons,” he
wrote, “we are attempting to
make an honest, positive
statement on the affirma-
tion of man.”

While still overseeing
“The Waltons,” Hamner cre-
ated “Falcon Crest,” which
debuted on CBS in 1981 and
ran until 1990.

The hourlong drama set
in the fictitious Tuscany
Valley in California, starred
Jane Wyman as the power-

ful and manipulative Falcon
Crest winery owner and
family matriarch Angela
Channing and Robert Fox-
worthy as her nephew,
Chase Gioberti.

Hamner, who was an ex-
ecutive producer on the se-
ries, was often asked how
the same man who created
“The Waltons” could do a
show about such ruthless,
scheming characters.

“If you are a good writer
— and I think I am — you
are able to handle any kind
of group and imagine their
lives,” Hamner explained in
a 2001 interview with the
Times.

After leaving “Falcon
Crest” after the fifth season,
Hamner formed a production
company with TV executive
and novelist Don Snipes,
whose programs included
“Snowy River: The McGregor
Saga,” an hourlong series
that ran on the Family Chan-
nel from 1993 to ’96.

Hamner and Sipes also co-
wrote the 2000 mystery
novel “Murder in Tinsel-
town.”

Hamner’s credits include
writing the 1963 movie
“Palm Springs Weekend”
and creating the short-lived
TV series “Apples Way” in
the 1970s and “Boone,” an-
other short-lived series in
the ’80s.

He also wrote the 1968 TV
adaptation of “Heidi,” which
infuriated football fans
when NBC began airing the
children’s classic by cutting
off the final one minute and
15 seconds of a New York
Jets-Oakland Raiders game
in which the Raiders scored
two touchdowns in the final
75 seconds.


