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obituaries
KENNETH F. DENNISON

LAGRANGE - Kenneth F.
Dennison, 88, passed into

the presence of
his Lord and
Savior Jesus

Christ on April 2, 2016, at a
Brewer nursing home. He
was born January 4, 1928, in
Andover, MA, the son of
Harry L. and Florence A.
(Donnelly) Dennison.

Kenneth was a member
and a Deacon of the How-
land Baptist Church. He
served in the Massachusetts
Army National Guard from
1948 to 1950, and the Army
Reserve of the United States
from 1950 to 1955.

Kenneth lived and worked
most of his life in the
Greater Boston area. He was
a 1948 graduate of the Ben-
jamin Franklin Institute of
Technology of Boston. Work-
ing as a licensed Structural
Engineer in all six New Eng-
land states and New York,
Kenneth was the founder of
Denco Engineering, Inc. In
2004, he moved to La-
grange, and sold the busi-
ness to Wentworth Partners
& Associates of Skowhegan,
and continued to work part-
time with them as one of
their engineers.

Kenneth is survived by
three nieces, Joyce Marble,
Cynthia Cromer, and Susan
Cameron; and the family of
Sonja and Carl Knightly.

One of his favorite scrip-
ture verses was II Corinthi-
ans 5:17, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new
creation: old things are
passed away; behold all
things are become new."

A graveside funeral ser-
vice will be conducted 4:00
PM Saturday, April 9, 2016,
with Rev. Dale Chasse offici-
ating at the Hillcrest Ceme-
tery, Lagrange. Arrange-
ments are in the care of the
Lary Funeral Home, Milo.
Messages of condolence
may be expressed at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

FRANCES LONG SWETT

WILMINGTON, DEL. AND
BREWER - Frances Long

Swett, a long-
time resident
of Wilmington,

DE, passed away peacefully
on Monday March 21, 2016,
in Wilton, CT, with her family
by her side. She was 92
years of age. The daughter
of John F. and Mae Kelley
Long, Frances was born in
Brewer, ME on October 21,
1923. She graduated from
Brewer High School in June
1941.

Frances was employed by
the late Carl Ruhlin M.D., an
orthopedic surgeon located
in Bangor, ME, prior to her
entering the U.S. Coast
Guard (SPARS) in October
1944. There she attained the
grade of Pharmacist's Mate
Third Class, before being
Honorably Discharged in
May 1946.

Upon returning home to
Brewer, Frances began her
employment as a dental as-
sistant for the late James
Mabee, DDS, a noted dental
surgeon in Bangor. She re-
mained in his services until
September 1950, when she
married Earl L. Swett and re-
located to Greensburg, PA.
In 1952, Frances and her
family moved to Wilming-
ton, DE. For the next forty
years Wilmington became
their home when they were
not off on assignments to
numerous places around the
United States, Pakistan, The
Virgin Islands, Mexico and
Taiwan. After nineteen
moves Frances and Earl re-
tired in Wilmington.

Throughout all these
moves, Frances took loving
care of their two sons and
her husband. She always
made a wonderful home
wherever they were trans-
ferred. She enjoyed learning
about the many cultures in
the countries she lived and
developed life-long friend-
ships along the way. She en-
joyed being a member of the
Timberline Garden Club in
Wilmington, DE., volunteer-
ing at Christiana Hospital,
Newark, Delaware, decorat-
ing and playing bridge. How-
ever, her family was always
her number one priority.

In addition to her parents,
Frances was preceded in
death by her husband, Earl,
of sixty years of marriage.
She is survived by two sons,
John Peardon and Thomas
Kelley Swett; their wives,
Loma and Mary; five grand-
children, Morgan, Katie,
Kendall, Lauren, and John
Andrew; and two great-
grandchildren, Jackson and
Phoebe Hersch.

A private funeral service
was held at The Greens of
Cannondale, Wilton, CT, on
March 28, 2016. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be
made in her memory to
Wounded Warriors Project at

www.woundedwarrior
project.org.

DALE T. WILLETTE SR.

ALTON - Dale T. Willette
Sr., 55, passed away unex-
pectedly in his sleep on April
1, 2016, at his home. He was
born August 3, 1960, in Old
Town, a son of Merle and
Barbara (Webster) Willette.

Dale graduated from Old
Town High School class of
1979, and went on to work
many years as a heavy
equipment operator for
Scott Madden and Son.

Dale had a passion for
muscle cars and loved just
cruising around town in his
1970 Chevelle.

Dale was predeceased by
his father, Merle Willette;
and a brother, Gary Willette.
He is survived by his moth-
er, Barbara Willette of Alton;
two sons, Dale Willette Jr. of
Milford and Matthew Wil-
lette of Old Town; three
brothers, Mark Willette and
his wife, Linda of Milo, Scott
Willette and his companion,
Tina Ouellette of Alton, and
Danny Willette and his
fiancé, Jen Ouellette of
Bradley; and many aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews,
and cousins.

A service in celebration of
his life will be held Saturday,
April 9, 2016, with visiting
hours from 12pm until time
of service at 1pm, at the Old
Town Baptist Church, 86
Middle St., Old Town, ME.
The Family invites relatives
and friends to share conver-
sations and refreshments
downstairs of the Church fol-
lowing the service.

HILARY JULIA (JULIA)

LORANGER

LINCOLN AND BRADLEY -
Hilary Julia (Julia) Loranger
passed away unexpectedly
on March 31, 2016, at her
home in Bradley. She was
born September 14, 1942, in
Harpenden-Herts, England,
the daughter of Arthur and
Muriel (Lodge) Lindsey.

She attended culinary
school and worked for a
brief time with the BBC in
London before coming to
America to work as a nanny.
This was the start of a long
career in helping others. She
was a nanny for several fam-
ilies throughout the north-
east; later, after her children
were in school, she started
work as a home health aid,
providing in-home care for
families throughout the
Penobscot Valley. She met
Donald while living in Mas-
sachusetts. After they were
married, Donald and Julia
moved to Lincoln, Maine to
some land they had pur-
chased in an auction and,
with the help of their friends,
built a house where they
continued to live until last
year.

Julia enjoyed working in
her beautiful garden, spend-
ing hours cultivating numer-
ous flower beds all around
the yard. She was an avid
reader and a long-time pa-
tron of the local library. She
also took pleasure in music,
and almost always had
something playing in the
background. Julia also
adored animals, and always
had a cat or dog (or two)
around. Her life touched
many people, and she will
be greatly missed.

She is survived by her
husband, Donald Loranger;
son, Daniel Loranger and his
wife, Nicole; daughter, Lisa
Loranger; brothers, Neil
Lindsey and his wife, Helen,
Adrian Lindsey and his wife,
Suzanne, Michael Lindsey,
and Stephen Lindsey and his
wife, Dorrie; grandson,
Collin Loranger; and several
nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life will
be held on Sunday, April 10
from 2:00-4:00pm at Clay Fu-
neral Home in Lincoln,
Maine. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that dona-
tions be made to the Penob-
scot Valley Humane Society
in Lincoln.

MARVIN R. HEARN

ROCKWOOD - Marvin R.
Hearn, 94, husband of Geral-
dine (Treitler) Douglass,
passed away April 4, 2016, at
Charles A. Dean Memorial
Hospital in Greenville. He
was born March 23, 1922, in
Columbus, OH, the son of
Howard and Alice (Johnson)
Hearn.

Friends and family are in-
vited to call 4-6pm Friday,
April 8, 2016, at the Lary Fu-
neral Home, Dover-Foxcroft,
with prayers said at 5:30pm.
Condolences may be ex-
pressed at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

LAURA M. BROWNING

FORT FAIRFIELD - Laura
M. Browning, 93, wife of the
late Vaughn E. Browning,
passed away Tuesday morn-
ing April 5, 2016, at a Cari-
bou nursing facility, follow-
ing an extended illness.
She was born September 10,
1922, in Fort Fairfield, the
daughter of Charles and
Annie (Nadeau) Cyr.

Laura had been a commu-
nicant of the Parish of the
Precious Blood, St. Denis
Catholic Church, Fort Fair-
field, and had been em-
ployed by the Fort Fairfield
Community General Hospi-
tal in their housekeeping de-
partment for a number of
years. Laura loved to hunt,
fish and camp with her hus-
band Vaughn and was a past
winner of the Maine Moose
Hunt Permit Drawing. She
loved to knit and crochet, es-
pecially afghans. She en-
joyed playing cards and
board games, cooking, bak-
ing, watching soap operas
and old movies, and enter-
taining friends.

Laura's family wishes to
extend their heartfelt grati-
tude to the staff of the Cari-
bou Nursing Home and Re-
hab Center for the outstand-
ing care, support and
compassion given to Laura
and her family during her
stay.

In addition to her parents,
Laura was predeceased by
her husband, Vaughn, on
September 18, 2002; three
brothers, Arthur, Robert and
Richard Cyr; one sister, Clara
Jackson. She is survived by
a sister-in-law, Theresa Cyr
of Fort Fairfield; numerous
nieces and nephews, great
nieces and great nephews,
including a special great
nephew, Ken Clark and his
wife, Mary Jane of Fort Fair-
field; several great-great and
great-great-great nieces and
nephews. Friends may call
Friday, April 8, 2016, from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the
Giberson-Dorsey Funeral
Home, 144 Main Street, Fort
Fairfield, where the funeral
service will be conducted at
11:00 a.m. with Fr. Alex
Maria Doss officiating. Inter-
ment will take place later in
the spring at the Riverside
Cemetery, Fort Fairfield.

Those who wish may con-
tribute in memory of Mrs.
Browning to the Caribou
Nursing Home Activities
Fund, 10 Bernadette Street,
Caribou, Maine 04736. En-
velopes will be available at
the funeral home.

Online condolences may
be expressed at

www.gibersondorsey
funeralhome.com

THOMAS 'TOM' F.

DAVIS JR.

BANGOR - Thomas "Tom"
F. Davis Jr., 68, passed away
peacefully on April 3, 2016,
at a Bangor hospital sur-
rounded by his loving fami-
ly.

A complete obituary will
be published in the Thurs-
day, April 7, 2016, edition of
the Bangor Daily News. A
service of Brookings-Smith,
133 Center Street, Bangor.

VIRGINIA (GINNY)

ANDERSON MILLER

BANGOR AND PORT-
LAND - Virginia (Ginny) An-
derson Miller, 97, died April
4th, 2016, at the home of her
daughter following a short
period of declining health.
Born July 19, 1918, in Nor-
way, ME, Ginny was the
youngest child of Esther
(Tower) and Harold Ander-
son.

Following completion of
high school, Ginny graduat-
ed as a Registered Nurse
from Eastern Maine General
Hospital School of Nursing.
She also completed courses
at New York's Poly Clinic and
Boston's Eye and Ear Infir-
mary.

In 1943, Ginny married
Lawrence (Larry) Miller in
Santa Barbara, CA, where he
was stationed with the U.S.
Army. After the war, the cou-
ple returned to Bangor
where they raised their three
children.

After years of working
with Larry in the family gro-
cery store, Ginny returned to
nursing. She loved her work
with children in pediatrics,
especially in the Newborn
Nursery at EMMC. Ginny re-
tired in 1985.

Following the death of her
husband in 1991, Ginny
moved to Westbook, ME to
be near her daughter. Short-
ly after her move, Ginny be-
gan working as a nanny for
Dr. Beth Ackison and her
daughter, Alicia Chatterjee.
Ginny always said Alicia
gave her a reason to live at
her time of loss.

Ginny was a warm and
loving mother with a keen
sense of humor and a quick
smile. She was appreciative
of everything and every-
body. She was proud that
she was able to live inde-
pendently until the last few
months.

Ginny is survived by her
sons, Richard Miller of Ban-
gor, ME, Ronald Miller and
his wife, Marcia, of Gorham,
ME, and daughter, Nancy
Pickelhaupt and her hus-
band, Charles, of Windham,
ME. Grandchildren are
Charles Pickelhaupt and
wife, Meg, of Winchester,
MA, Kathryn Bird and hus-
band, Shane, of Fayetteville
NY, and Alex Miller of
Gorham, ME. Ginny's great-
grandchildren are Lillian and
Dorothy Pickelhaupt, Baylie,
Ethan and Abby Bird.

A graveside service will
be held 12:00 p.m. Thursday,
April 7, 2016 at the Beth Is-
rael Cemetery, Bangor, with
Rabbi Bill Siemers, officiat-
ing. Beth Israel Cemetery en-
trance is on Severance Rd.,
off Mt. Hope Ave., Bangor. In
lieu of flowers, the family
suggests donations to Maine
Special Olympics. Condo-
lences to the family may be
expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com

‘StarWars’ actor Bauersfeld – ‘It’s a trap!’ – dies
BY JUSTIN WM. MOYER
THE WASHINGTON POST

For almost four decades,
the world’s love affair with
“Star Wars” hasn’t been fu-
eled by affection for one par-
ticular actor, no matter how
incredible a career an icon
such as Harrison Ford has
built on his turn in the fran-
chise. There is passion for
this universe’s lesser celes-
tial bodies as well — the
blink-and-you-missed them
actors whose names we
might not know, but whose
seemingly throwaway lines,
from “Stay on target!” to
“Oonta goonta Solo?” we can
never forget. And each play-
er has a story of their own,
no matter how small their
part.

Erik Bauersfeld was one
of these. The 93-year-old
voice actor and radio dra-
matist died Sunday after a
career in radio that began
half-a-century ago. But no
matter how impressive his
achievements offscreen, Ba-
kersfield will be remem-
bered by legions of “Star
Wars” fans as the voice of
Admiral Ackbar, the am-
phibian-looking rebel com-
mander whose simple warn-
ing during a firefight in “Re-
turn of the Jedi” — “It’s a
trap!” — somehow became
legendary.

“I don’t remember the
first request for an auto-
graph,” Bauersfeld said in
2011. “But I was quite
pleased. I thought, ‘My God,
somebody is actually writ-
ing to me about something
that I almost don’t remem-
ber doing.’ Then they began
to come in by the dozens and
dozens and dozens.”

Though best known for
his alien frog voice, Bauers-

feld, working in public
radio, was part of a 1960s
San Francisco renaissance
that linked the city’s Beat
tradition to Northern Cali-
fornia film auteurs such as
George Lucas and Francis
Ford Coppola.

“I knew him for 25 or 30
years,” literary giant Law-
rence Ferlinghetti, a friend
of Bauersfeld’s who spoke to
him minutes before he died,
told The Washington Post in
a phone interview. “We
were both from New York
and we liked to put on the
New York Yanks when we
got together.”

Bauersfeld was born in
Brooklyn in 1922, just in
time to grow up during the
golden age of radio. At age
89, he recalled the first time
he heard a broadcast — at
age 3, when his father
showed him a crystal radio
receiver.

“They turned it on and I
heard this sound. And it was
explosive,” Bauersfeld said.
“It was a simple sound, but
to me it was something com-
ing from nothing. I sat in
amazement at it.”

So, sometime around 1925,
the course of the rest of Bau-
ersfeld’s life was set — though
there were a few detours
along the way. He served in
the Navy during World War
II, and he studied painting
and aesthetics and Cooper
Union and the University of
California at Berkeley. Then,
while teaching at the San
Francisco Art Institute, he
started working with KPFA
in 1961 in the station’s drama
and literature department.
Stage fright kept him out of
the film business, but he
thought KPFA “an inspiring
opportunity for those of us
who had given up hope for

such a rebirth of radio broad-
casting in this country.”

It was at KPFA where
Bauersfeld’s connection to
the world of film and “Star
Wars” was formed. Oscar-
winning sound designer
Randy Thom, who worked
on “Return of the Jedi,” told
The Post he met Bauersfeld
while starting out on the
West Coast in 1975.

“My memory is that I
just literally wandered into
the station without telling
anyone first,” Thom said in
a phone interview. “I told
the receptionist I’d worked
in public radio — she point-
ed me in direction of this
guy Erik. And he seemed
intrigued with me. I told
him I’d done the recording
of sound effects for radio
plays in Ohio. … I worked
with Erik rest of the time I
was there until I made the
jump to the movie busi-
ness.”

Thom’s leap into the
movie business was dramat-
ic — Thom’s first film was
Coppola’s “Apocalypse
Now.” This led to what
Thom called “this interest-
ing melting pot that in-
volved public radio, the
beatnik bohemian scene and
filmmaking,” as well as
work on “The Empire
Strikes Back,” which fea-
tured a wizened green fellow
that hadn’t been cast yet.

“I knew they hadn’t de-
cided on a voice for Yoda,
and I suggested Erik audi-
tion,” Thom said. “He was a
finalist for Yoda’s voice.”
Frank Oz was, of course,
chosen, and Thom praised
his work. But: “I always
thought Erik would have
been a great Yoda,” Thom
said.

Though he didn’t get to

play the ultimate Jedi mas-
ter, Bauersfeld got a conso-
lation prize of sorts in “Re-
turn of the Jedi”: the voices
of Admiral “It’s a trap” Ack-
bar and Bib Fortuna, Jabba
the Hut’s slimy, pink-
skinned toady. He was work-
ing with Thom on a radio
project when another “Re-
turn of the Jedi” sound de-
signer asked Bauersfeld to
read the part of Ackbar.
About 12 lines took less than
an hour.

“I went over, he showed
me the picture of Admiral
Ackbar, and I did it,” Bau-
ersfeld said. “I saw the face,
and I knew what he must
sound like.”

“[Sound designer] Ben
Burtt didn’t give Erik much
direction — just showed him
a picture of a fish charac-
ter,” Thom said. “… On the
spot Erik made up this kind
of gravelly, animalistic
voice that Ben and the rest
of us fell in love with. I don’t
think they bothered audi-
tioning anyone for that. He
was quite a hit at ‘Star Wars’
fan events.”

Though already in his 60s
and established as one of
America’s premiere radio
dramatists, Bauersfeld
found Ackbar offered proof
he had made something of
himself.

“I wanted to finally show
my mother and my father
that I was doing something
in California,” he said. “So I
said. ‘I’m in this movie, and
I’ll show you what voice I
was.’ … The picture went
on. And the moment was
coming up. And finally Ack-
bar was there. And I said,
‘Mom, that’s me.’ She said,
‘Shhh!’ She didn’t care at all
— she was so taken by the
movie.”

Gato Barbieri, Grammy-
winning saxophonist, dies
BY HARRISON SMITH
THE WASHINGTON POST

Gato Barbieri, an Argen-
tine-born tenor saxophonist
who became one of the first
major Latin jazz stars with
his steamy, Grammy Award-
winning score to the 1972
film “Last Tango in Paris,”
died April 2 at a hospital in
New York City. He was 83.

Born Leandro Barbieri,
he was known for nearly his
entire career as El Gato,
“The Cat.” The name
stemmed from his early
days in Argentina, when he
played in two bands at once
— a tango orchestra and a
jazz group — and had to
scamper between clubs in
the middle of the night.

Barbieri scampered for
much of his career, moving
fluidly across musical styles
and international borders
before settling in New York.

An eclectic and experi-
mental composer, his influ-
ences included jazz greats
Charlie Parker and John
Coltrane, pop legends Mar-
vin Gaye and Carlos Santa-
na, and classical composers
Erik Satie and Tchaikovsky.

His sound, however, was
entirely his own.

His lyricism was comple-
mented by a walloping
power, a partial result of a
strange sax surgery that
Barbieri performed early in
his career, grafting the
small neck of one tenor sax-
ophone onto the larger body
of another.

Barbieri’s more than 50
recordings included the
best-selling “Caliente”
(1976), which featured a bo-
lero cover of Santana’s hit
“Europa (Earth’s Cry Heav-
en’s Smile),” and a critically
acclaimed four-album
“Latin America” series.
With records titled “Chapter
One” (1973) through “Chap-
ter Four” (1975), the series
highlighted different Latin
sounds: Argentine folk; Bra-
zilian samba; Cuban, Puerto
Rican and Dominican salsa;
and, in a final live recording
in New York, musicians
from across the Americas.

In a much-diminished, far
furrier form, he will contin-
ue performing for the fore-
seeable future: A blue-
skinned, fedora-wearing,
sax-playing Muppet named
Zoot was inspired by Barb-
ieri, and has performed as
part of Jim Henson’s puppet
crew since the 1970s.


