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NH suit claimsMTBE contamination
BY MEGHAN FOLEY
THE KEENE SENTINEL

A group of 22 current and
former residents of Swan-
zey’s Westport Village, who
say they’ve been sickened
for years by MTBE contami-
nated water in their wells,
have filed a lawsuit in
Cheshire County Superior
Court in Keene, New Hamp-
shire.

The suit, which was filed
Friday, charges that seven
major oil and chemical com-
panies, and current and pre-
vious owners of the Route 10
Mini-Mart at 968 West Swan-
zey Road, are liable for the
contamination, which was
discovered about 25 years
ago.

The problem has caused
damage to the drinking
water supplies and values of
properties near the gas sta-
tion and convenience store,
says the lawsuit. It has re-

sulted in many health prob-
lems including cancer, rash-
es, tumors and autism
among humans and animals
who live, or had lived in the
area, according to the law-
suit.

“It’s a tragedy. This is a
serious chemical that is
very dangerous, and these
people are innocent vic-
tims,” Attorney Peter G. Mc-
Grath of Concord said Fri-
day evening. “Some of them
have struggled for years
with terrible skin rashes
and health effects never re-
ally knowing what was
wrong. In the last couple of
years, because of the public-
ity, they’ve been able to put
together that it was related
to the MTBE in the water.”

He said his clients, the
residents, who are identified
by their first and last ini-
tials in the lawsuit, are
bringing the case forward
because they want justice.

“They’d like to get pay-
ment for their pain and suf-
fering, and they’d like to get
payment for medical bills
and some compensation for
the diminishing of their
property values,” he said.
“They really want people to
know about this so more
people don’t get cancer, or
sick, or lose the value of
their property.”

The lawsuit requests the
case be heard before a jury.

The defendants named in
the suit are Amerada Hess
Corp., ChevronTexaco
Corp., Chevron U.S.A. Inc.,
Citgo Petroleum Corp., Con-
ocoPhillips Co., Exxon Mo-
bile Corp., Exxon Mobile Oil
Corp., Shri Ganech Corp.
c/o Dharnem Patel, Faham
and Shagugta Effendi, Jo-
seph Hart, Richard Cartier,
Peterborough Oil Co. Inc.
and Lyondell Chemical Co.

MTBE stands for methyl
tertiary-butyl ether, which

is a flammable and colorless
liquid that was used as an
additive in gasoline starting
in 1979. The known carcino-
gen was banned from being
used in gasoline in New
Hampshire in 2007.

In 1990, the Route 10 Mini-
Mart became the focus of an
MTBE cleanup after gaso-
line was found in two catch
basins near the property.
State officials traced the
chemical leak to one of the
gas station’s underground
storage tanks.

Cleanup of the site includ-
ed removing about 440 tons
of contaminated soil around
the gas station. Staff from
the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Environmental Ser-
vices tested various water
sources for MTBE in the
area, according to the law-
suit.

Tests of private wells in
the area have continued
since the discovery of the

leak with some wells regis-
tering contamination above
the state’s MTBE threshold
of 13 micrograms per liter,
while others have tested
positive for the chemical,
but at levels below the state
limit.

Despite some wells test-
ing for MTBE at levels below
the state limit, the water in
those wells has been un-
drinkable because the chem-
ical’s presence has caused
the taste and odor of it to
become foul, according to
the lawsuit.

Exposure to high levels of
MTBE can cause short-term
health effects such as head-
aches, nausea, dizziness, irrita-
tion of the nose or throat, and
confusion, according to the fed-
eral Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and Disease Registry.

Little is known about the
chemical’s long-term health
effects, whether at low or
high exposure levels.

“This is a cutting edge
lawsuit because these cases
have just begun to be
brought nationwide,” said
McGrath, a former federal
prosecutor. “If you look at
MTBE’s scientific history,
it’s known to be a carcino-
gen in animals, but it hasn’t
been tested in humans yet.”

The New Hampshire De-
partment of Health and
Human Services looked into
Westport residents’ claims
of a cancer cluster in the
area in 2014. It issued a
memorandum in December
of that year saying that fur-
ther study wasn’t warranted
at the time.

McGrath said the resi-
dents involved in the law-
suit know it will be an uphill
battle, but he believes this is
“just the tip of the iceberg,”
and more people in the area
whose lives have been af-
fected by MTBE contamina-
tion will come forward.

MAINE STATE POLICE

Maine’s 14 newest state troopers receive their badges Friday in ceremonies at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in
Vassalboro.

14 becomeMaine state troopers
VASSALBORO — Maine’s

14 newest troopers received
their badges Friday in cere-
monies at the Maine Crimi-
nal Justice Academy.

The new troopers com-
pleted 10 weeks of special-
ized Maine State Police
training and will patrol with
a veteran trooper before pa-
trolling on their own.

Maine State Police still
has 25 trooper vacancies out
of its 330-per-
son force,
even with the
new troopers
and seven
more who are
cont inuing
their train-
ing at the
academy.

Col. Robert
Williams, chief of the Maine
State Police, administered
the oath of office.

“You embark on a jour-
ney few have taken, and will
be called upon to do the un-
thinkable and see things
that no one should. All be-
cause you have committed
yourself to serve as guard-
ians for the people of
Maine,” Williams said, ac-
cording to a news release.
“Unlike other professions,
there is no on and off duty.
You are always a trooper.”

The new troopers are:
— Richard Spicer of Al-

fred, assigned to Troop A in
York County. Spicer served
10 years with the Coast
Guard and is serving as a
maritime enforcement spe-

cialist first class in the Coast
Guard Reserve.

— Sander Cowie of Casco,
assigned to Troop B in Cum-
berland, Oxford and Andro-
scoggin counties. Cowie
graduated from Fryeburg
Academy in 2000 and the
University of Massachusetts
in 2005. He serves as a medic
in the Rhode Island National
Guard.

— Patrick Flanagan from
Pembroke, New Hampshire,
assigned to Troop B in Cum-
berland, Oxford and Andro-
scoggin counties. He is a
graduate of Pembroke Acad-
emy and Husson University.
Flanagan resides in Port-
land and serves as a second
lieutenant in the Army Na-
tional Guard.

— Tyler Plourde of Wool-
wich, assigned to Troop B in
Cumberland, Oxford and
Androscoggin counties.
Plourde graduated from Mt.
Ararat High School in 2005
and from Colby College in
2009. Before being hired by
the Maine State Police, he
worked as an English teach-
er at the Hyde School in
Bath and was an underwrit-
er at Unum Insurance in
Portland.

— Eric Bronson of Madi-
son, assigned to Troop C in
Somerset and Kennebec
counties. Bronson has
served as a police officer for
the Madison Police Depart-
ment and as a deputy for the
Kennebec Sheriff’s Office.
Bronson is a graduate of
Lawrence High School and

Kennebec Valley Communi-
ty College.

— Eric Ward of Wilton,
assigned to Troop C in Som-
erset and Kennebec coun-
ties. He grew up in Daven-
port, Iowa, and graduated
from Davenport Central
High School in 1991. He at-
tended the University of
Dubuque in Iowa. Ward has
worked as a police officer
for two police departments
in Iowa, and also for the Au-
burn Maine Police Depart-
ment.

— Jacob Roddy of Bel-
grade, assigned to Troop C
in Somerset and Kennebec
counties. Roddy graduated
from Messalonskee High
School in 2011 and from the
University of Maine at Au-
gusta in 2015.

— Toral Nelson of Holden,
assigned to Troop E in Pe-
nobscot and Piscataquis
counties. Nelson graduated
from Brewer High School in
2011 and from Thomas Col-
lege in 2015.

— Cooper Plaisted of
Hampden, assigned to Troop
E in Penobscot and Pisca-
taquis counties. Plaisted is a
2009 graduate of Hampden
Academy and a 2013 gradu-
ate from the University of
Maine at Presque Isle. Be-
fore being hired by Maine

State Police, Plaisted
worked as a police officer at
the Rockport Police Depart-
ment.

— Matthew Curtin, of
Brockton, Massachusetts,
assigned to Troop F in
Aroostook County. He
earned an associate’s degree
in criminal justice from
Massasoit Community Col-
lege in 2013. Curtin resides
in St. John Plantation.

— Patrick Pescitelli of
West Babylon, New York,
assigned to Troop F in
Aroostook County. He grad-
uated from West Babylon
High School in 2012 and
from Husson University in
2016.

— Travis Chapman of
Bucksport, assigned to
Troop J in Hancock and
Washington counties. He
graduated from Bucksport
High School in 2011, and
earned an associate degree
from Beal College in 2014.

— Owen Reed of Castine,
assigned to Troop J in Han-
cock and Washington coun-
ties. He graduated from
Maine Maritime Academy
in 2010. Reed has served as a
Maine Marine Patrol Officer
for the past five years.

— Blaine Silk of Orono,
assigned to Troop J in Han-
cock and Washington coun-
ties. He graduated from
Orono High School in 2009.
Silk served as a deputy with
the Washington County
Sheriff’s Office and is a
member of the Air National
Guard.

Windhamman gets day in jail in border case
BY JUDY HARRISON
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — A Windham
man was sentenced Thurs-
day in U.S. District Court
to serve one day in jail and
ordered to pay a $3,000 fine
for crossing from Canada
into Maine illegally, ac-
cording to the U.S. attor-
ney’s office.

Bruce Mayberry, 55,
pleaded guilty Nov. 19,
2015, to one count of failure
to present himself at a bor-
der crossing, a federal mis-
demeanor, according to As-
sistant U.S. Attorney
James Moore.

Mayberry was stopped
Oct. 29, 2015, after his red
Saturn sedan triggered sen-
sors and was seen by a U.S.
Border Patrol agent driv-
ing on a field road from
New Brunswick, Canada,
into Maine, according to a
news release issued by the
U.S. attorney’s office. When
stopped by the agent, May-
berry admitted that he had
been in a Canada a few
days and had seen a dentist
in the province.

An officer employed by
the Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency reported that
Mayberry had been refused
entry into Canada in 2005

as result of his criminal
history, according to the
release. Mayberry’s crimi-
nal history was not imme-
diately available, but his
previous convictions are
reportedly more than 20
years old.

Canada refuses entry to
people convicted of both
minor and serious crimes
including theft, assault,
manslaughter, dangerous
driving, drunken driving
and drug crimes, as well as
more serious offenses such
as terrorism, according to
information posted on the
Canadian government’s
website that contains infor-

mation about immigration
and citizenship.

In addition to the jail
time, which he already
has served, Mayberry also
paid a civil penalty and a
$500 fee associated with
impoundment of his
sedan.

In imposing sentence,
U.S. Magistrate Judge John
Nivison emphasized the
importance of border secu-
rity and the need to deter
others from unlawfully
crossing the U.S. border,
the release said.

Mayberry faced up to a
year in prison and a fine of
up to $100,000.

Williams

Even with the
new additions, there
are still 25 trooper

vacancies

DavidBaker, jazz
scholar, composer
andconductor, dies
BY MATT SCHUDEL
THE WASHINGTON POST

David Baker, a composer
who was music director of the
Smithsonian Jazz Master-
works Orchestra for more
than 20 years and who made a
lasting mark as one of the
country’s foremost jazz educa-
tors, died March 26 at his
home in Bloomington, Indi-
ana. He was 84.

He had complications from
Parkinson’s disease and Lewy
body dementia, according to
Luke Gillespie, a colleague on
the Indiana University facul-
ty.

Early in his career, Baker
was considered a rising star
as a trombonist in jazz groups
led by Stan Kenton, Maynard
Ferguson, Quincy Jones and
others. But an injury to his
jaw forced him to go in other
musical directions, including
as a composer of more than
2,000 jazz and classical works.

He also wrote numerous
books on jazz history and per-
formance, including “Jazz Im-
provisation” (1988), which is
considered a seminal work
explaining the seemingly in-
definable art of spontaneous
creativity that is the essence
of jazz. He was honored as a
Jazz Master by the National
Endowment for the Arts in
2000.

“David Baker did more
than anyone to make a place
for jazz in American higher
education, to codify a method
for learning how to improvise
jazz, and to demystify impro-
visation for musicians with
no prior experience in play-
ing extemporaneously,” John
Edward Hasse, curator of
American music at the Smith-
sonian Institution, wrote in
an email. “He made jazz acces-
sible and meaningful to sev-
eral generations.”

Baker began teaching at
Indiana University in 1966
and directed its jazz studies
program from 1968 to 2013,
making it one of the coun-
try’s most important incu-
bators of jazz talent. Several
of his students went on to
lead jazz programs at other
universities.

Over the years, his prote-
ges at IU included the Smith-
sonian’s Hasse, saxophonist
Michael Brecker, drummers
Jeff Hamilton and Peter Ers-
kine and trumpeters Randy
Brecker and Chris Botti.

“He taught the language of
jazz,” Botti, who won a 2013
Grammy Award for best pop
instrumental album, told the
Indianapolis Star. “With a lot
of teachers, it was by the book.
With him, it was like a hang-
out session with a great musi-
cian who could motivate with
his charisma.”

In 1990, Baker was named
co-musical and artistic direc-
tor (with the late Gunther
Schuller) of the Smithsonian
Jazz Masterworks Orches-
tra. After Schuller stepped
down in 1996, Baker became
the sole leader of the ensem-
ble, which the New Yorker
called “the best jazz reperto-
ry band in the country.”

He led the orchestra on in-
ternational tours and in hun-
dreds of concert performanc-
es around the United States,
including an appearance at
the 1996 Summer Olympics in
Atlanta.

Baker introduced listeners
to familiar classics and to lit-

tle-known fare, from early
swing music to the sacred
works of Duke Ellington to
experimental jazz-classical
hybrids from the 1940s to the
present.

“People get hung up on nos-
talgia and they start treating
this music as if it’s precious,”
Baker told Smithsonian mag-
azine in 1996. “It is precious,
but we need to breathe life
into it.”

David Nathaniel Baker Jr.
was born Dec. 21, 1931, in In-
dianapolis. His father was a
postal worker.

He began playing the trom-
bone in school and soon began
visiting the vibrant jazz clubs
of Indianapolis, which pro-
duced such figures as guitar-
ist Wes Montgomery and
trombonists J.J. Johnson and
Slide Hampton.

“I grew up in those clubs,
from the time I was able to
draw a mustache on with an
eyebrow pencil and pray it
didn’t rain,” Baker told the
Indianapolis Star in 2008.

He graduated from Indiana
University in 1953 and re-
ceived a master’s degree in
music education from IU a
year later. Because jazz was
frowned on by many music
professors at the time, Baker
studied primarily classical
music while playing jazz on
the side.

In 1953, while returning
from a jazz gig, Baker was se-
riously hurt in a car crash.
One of his injuries was a dis-
located jaw, which went un-
treated.

He recovered well enough
to continue to play the trom-
bone, working with Lionel
Hampton, Kenton, Ferguson
and Jones, but he began to
have facial tremors and other
side effects from the crash.

In 1962, Baker gave up the
trombone and attempted to
restart his career first as a
pianist and later as a bass
player. He finally settled on
the cello, an unusual instru-
ment in jazz. (He briefly re-
turned to the trombone in
the early 1970s but soon
abandoned it for good.)

“If it hadn’t been for the ac-
cident, I’m not sure I would
have ever become a teacher,”
he said in 2011. “When one door
closes, another door opens.”

Baker taught at Lincoln
University in Jefferson City,
Missouri, in the mid-1950s,
but after he married a white
opera singer, Eugenia “Jean-
nie” Jones, he was forced to
resign because of the state’s
laws prohibiting interracial
marriage.

In 1966, Baker joined the
faculty at his alma mater,
where he stayed for the rest of
his career, teaching thou-
sands of students. In addition
to his influential study of jazz
improvisation, he wrote
“David Baker’s Jazz Pedago-
gy” (1989), which is consid-
ered a standard text.

As a composer, Baker
wrote blues-based jazz
tunes, symphonic works
and compositions blending
the two styles.

Baker also was a consul-
tant to the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of Ameri-
can History, assisting in ac-
quisitions related to jazz.

He stepped down as musi-
cal director of the Smithson-
ian Jazz Masterworks Or-
chestra in 2012 and retired
from IU the following year.


