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The yeas and nays.

Here’showMaine’s congressionaldelegationvoted lastweek
TARGETED NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Here’s
a look at how area members
of Congress voted over the
previous week.

Along with roll call votes
this week, the Senate passed
the Protect and Preserve In-
ternational Cultural Property
Act, to protect and preserve
international cultural proper-
ty threatened by war, political
instability or natural disaster,
and the Nevada Native Na-
tions Land Act, to require the
Interior Department to take
land into trust for certain In-
dian tribes in Nevada.

The House also passed the
Adding Zika Virus to the FDA
Priority Review Voucher Pro-
gram Act, to expand the tropi-
cal disease product priority
review voucher program to
encourage treatments for the
Zika virus; the Financial Insti-
tution Bankruptcy Act, to
amend the bankruptcy code in
order to facilitate the resolu-
tion of an insolvent financial
institution in bankruptcy; and
the Ensuring Patient Access
and Effective Drug Enforce-
ment Act, to improve enforce-
ment efforts related to pre-
scription drug diversion and
abuse.

House votes
House vote 1
FOOD AID FOR DEVEL-

OPING COUNTRIES: The
House has passed the Global
Food Security Act, spon-
sored by Rep. Christopher
H. Smith, R-New Jersey. The
bill would require the presi-
dent and regulatory agen-
cies to develop a global food
security strategy that will
supply food aid to develop-
ing countries with the goal
of improving their nutri-
tion, resilience to drought
and other disasters that im-
pact food supply, and help
them achieve food security.

Smith said the strategy
should both improve the
lives of many millions of
malnourished children
worldwide and work to free
developing countries from
food aid dependency, reduc-
ing the need for the U.S. to
provide emergency food as-
sistance to the countries.

The vote was 370 yeas to
33 nays. Both Reps. Chellie
Pingree, D-1st District, and
Bruce Poliquin, R-2nd Dis-
trict, were among the yeas.

House vote 2
FRAUD AND VETERANS

BENEFITS: The House has
passed the Preventing
Crimes Against Veterans
Act, sponsored by Rep.
Thomas J. Rooney, R-Flori-
da. The bill would punish
individuals who defraud a
veteran of military benefits

with a fine, imprisonment
for up to five years, or both a
fine and imprisonment.

Rooney said people who
attempt to fraudulently
charge veterans for expedit-
ing their benefits claims at
the Department of Veterans
Affairs face little risk of
punishment, and increasing
fraud penalties would “bring
justice to those veterans
who have fallen victim to
the immoral schemes com-
mitted by some of the lowest
forms of criminals in our
country.”

The vote was unanimous
with 411 yeas. Both Pingree
and Poliquin were among
the yeas.

House vote 3
OVERSIGHT OF FINAN-

CIAL REGULATORS: The
House has passed the Finan-
cial Stability Oversight
Council Reform Act, spon-
sored by Rep. Tom Emmer,
R-Minnesota. The bill would
require the Financial Stabil-
ity Oversight Council and

Office of Financial Research
government agencies to sub-
mit their budget informa-
tion to Congress, make fund-
ing for the two agencies part
of the annual appropriations
process, and require the
agencies to provide for pub-
lic comment on their pro-
posed rules and regulations.

Emmer said a lack of
oversight of the agencies
“has led to nonsensical and
heavy-handed abuse by the
government of numerous fi-
nancial companies,” and re-
forms were needed to pre-
vent them from adopting
misguided new regulations
that increase consumer
costs for home mortgages
and other loans.

A bill opponent, Rep.
Maxine Waters, D-Califor-
nia, said its budget over-
sight rules would leave the
agencies at risk of having
their funding eliminated,
and called it an effort to curb
their ability to “act with cer-
tainty, impartiality, and po-
sition resources to conduct

robust oversight of our fi-
nancial markets.”

The vote was 239 yeas to
179 nays. Pingree gave a nay
vote, and Poliquin gave a
yea vote.

House vote 4
FINANCING RULES FOR

SMALL BANKS: The House
has passed a bill, sponsored
by Rep. Mia B. Love, R-Utah.
The bill would raise the Fed-
eral Reserve’s consolidated
assets threshold for small
bank holding companies
from $1 billion to $5 billion,
exempting those banks from
various regulatory and capi-
tal standards.

Love said the higher
threshold would make it
easier for smaller banks to
issue debt and raise capital,
thereby increasing their
ability to provide loans to
communities and small
businesses that are creating
jobs and boosting the econo-
my.

A bill opponent, Rep.
Maxine Waters, D-Califor-
nia, said it would encourage
banks to consolidate, with a
resulting decrease in access
to banking for rural and un-
derserved communities, and
encourage the banks to take
on dangerous levels of debt
that leave them vulnerable
to financial reversals.

The vote was 247 yeas to

171 nays. Pingree gave a nay
vote, and Poliquin gave a
yea vote.

Senate vote
Senate vote 1
REAUTHORIZING THE

FAA: The Senate has passed
a motion to end debate on an
amendment sponsored by
Sen. John Thune, R-South
Dakota, to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration Reau-
thorization Act. The amend-
ment would reauthorize the
FAA and change various
aviation policies, including
the adoption of new rules
aimed at improving the safe
operation of unmanned
drone aircraft and avoiding
midair collisions between
drones and airplanes, and
tighten mental health evalu-
ation standards for commer-
cial pilots.

Thune said the reautho-
rization made improve-
ments to many areas of the
aviation industry, and
cited terrorism threats, ap-
proval of aircraft designs,
regulation of noncommer-
cial pilots, and airport in-
frastructure as issues that
will be improved by the
amendment.

The vote to end debate was
94 yeas to 4 nays. Both Sens.
Susan Collins, R-Maine, and
Angus King, I-Maine, were
among the yeas.

Pingree Poliquin Collins King

NeraWhite, early
superstar of women’s
basketball, dies at 80
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

“Did I have game?” Nera
White once remarked. “You
know that move Jordan made
on the Lakers, switching the
ball from one hand to the
other? I was doing that in the
’50s.”

White, who dominated
women’s basketball in the
1950s and 1960s and who was
widely regarded as one of the
best players in the history of
the sport, died April 13 at a
hospital in Gallatin, Tennes-
see. She was 80.

Her death was announced
by the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfield, Massachusetts.
The cause was pneumonia,
said her daughter-in-law,
Brandy White.

White grew up on a Tennes-
see farm in a family of seven
children and reached the
height of 6-foot-1, she once
quipped, because she “got the
first milk.” Nearly two de-
cades before Title IX opened
collegiate athletics for women,
she became a superstar on the
amateur court.

From 1955 to 1969, White
played for the team sponsored
by the Nashville Business Col-
lege, an Amateur Athletic
Union powerhouse. As a cen-
ter/forward, she helped the
team claim 10 AAU national
championships and was a 10-
time MVP. She was an AAU
All-American in 15 consecu-
tive years and was MVP at the
1957 world championship in
Rio de Janeiro, where the
United States won the gold
medal.

“She’s the only woman who
can do everything â “ re-
bound, defense, handle the
ball and score,” Harley Redin,
the coach of the Hutcherson
Flying Queens of Wayland
Baptist University in Plain-
view, Texas, once remarked.

On the court, White was
known for her stunning ath-
leticism and steely resolve.

“Her expression was usual-
ly unemotional, whether in
competition or not,” author
Robert W. Ikardwrote in the
volume “Just for Fun: The
Story of AAU Women’s Bas-
ketball.” “Ever lurking be-
neath her inscrutable de-
meanor was a reserve of skill
and competitiveness that
could be mustered in critical
moments — the driving char-
acteristic of a dominant ath-
lete.”

She was known as an un-
selfish player, a smooth drib-
bler, a tough defender and,
along with teammate Joan
Crawford, one of the team’s
“rebounding machines,”
Ikard said in an interview.

She “thrilled fans with her
soaring rebounds and drives
to the basket,” Mark Stewart
and Mike Kennedy wrote in
the volume “Swish: The Quest
for Basketball’s Perfect Shot.
“She was a great scorer who
had a deadly hook shot and an

accurate 25-foot jump shot.
Another of her specialties was
sinking baskets from half-
court. White also had amazing
leaping ability. Every so often,
she would rise to the rim and
dunk the ball, bringing the
crowd to its feet.”

Off the court, White and her
teammates endured grueling
travel schedules and poor pay,
often cobbling together jobs in
the offseason.

“I would be embarrassed to
tell you how little we made,”
White once told the Tennesse-
an newspaper of Nashville.
“They took advantage of us
because of our love for basket-
ball. I got to travel, which was
worth a lot, but I didn’t get
much else.”

She played on all-star teams
that competed across Europe,
including the Soviet Union,
and in Latin America.

In a statement, John L. Dol-
eva, president and chief execu-
tive of the basketball hall of
fame, described her as a “trail-
blazer of the women’s game”
who “paved the way for the
generations of tremendous fe-
male athletes that have fol-
lowed in her footsteps.”

Nera Dyson White was
born in Macon County, Ten-
nessee, not far from the Ken-
tucky border, on Nov. 15, 1935.
Her father played baseball as a
boy but lost a leg after he slid
into second base and devel-
oped an infection that re-
quired amputation, Ikard
wrote. He later was a coach
and a teacher. Her mother was
a homemaker, and White
helped raise her younger sib-
lings.

She played basketball in
high school, once reportedly
dribbling the ball for the en-
tirety of the fourth quarter to
prevent the opposing team
from scoring. She studied at
Peabody College in Nashville,
now part of Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, to become a school-
teacher but did not pursue a
teaching certificate because of
what was described as her
shyness.

In the offseason and after
her basketball career, White
was a standout softball player.
After retiring from softball in
the mid-1980s, she returned to
her family’s farm in Lafayette,
Tennessee, where she grew
tobacco, soy and wheat.

In 1992, she became one of
the first women inducted
into the Naismith hall of
fame. She attributed the
delay to a lack of interest in
women’s sports.

“Somebody said to me,
‘Well, it wasn’t the right
time.’ That’s the same thing
they said to the black peo-
ple,” White remarked.
“When is the right time?
When the white males de-
cide it’s the right time for
people that they discrimi-
nated against? I don’t have
anything against white
males, but I could almost say
that they could take it and
cram it.”

Cicadas to feast onNortheasternUS
BY TRAVIS M. ANDREWS
WASHINGTON POST

The eighth Biblical plague
that tortured Egypt was a
plague of locusts.

As described in Exodus
10:5, “And they shall cover
the face of the earth, that
one cannot be able to see the
earth: and they shall eat the
residue of that which is es-
caped, which remaineth
unto you from the hail, and
shall eat every tree which
groweth for you out of the
field.”

Flip the aforementioned
“they” from locusts to cica-
das, and that’s actually a
pretty apt description of
what residents in some parts
of Ohio, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland, Virginia
and West Virginia will expe-
rience next month when the
soil warms to 64 degrees and
billions of cicadas rise from
the ground to mate.

This particular group of
insects has a 17-year-life
cycle that begins under-
ground and culminates in
the air as they swell and
swarm and scream and
sing, issuing deafening
cries as the males desper-
ately seek mates. This cur-
rent 17-year-cycle, which
began in 1999, begins to end
next month, reports Cicada
Mania.

As billions of insects
emerge, they can reach a
density of 1.5 million cica-
das an acre in some areas.

The insects have hard,
sleek shells topped with two
bulb-like, red eyes. On aver-
age, they’re a little over 1.5
inches in length and, don’t
worry, they don’t bite or
sting, according to the Unit-
ed States Department of Ag-
riculture.

The adults live above
ground, and the only thing
that interests them is mat-
ing and laying eggs (much
like salmon during the
famed salmon run). They
don’t even stop to eat.

But there’s the noise.
Oh, the noise.
Anyone who has experi-

enced a swarm likely re-

members the noise.
As David Snyder wrote in

The Post in 2004, “Words
seem inadequate to describe
that vaguely menacing hum-
whistle that seems to be ev-
erywhere but emanates
from no single place in par-
ticular.”

“It feels like an alien
spaceship coming in,” Ar-
lington, Virginia, resident
Gene Miller told Snyder.

That sound, the melodic,
almost frightening buzz-
ing, wakes with the sun in
the early morning and con-
tinues late into the night.
The droning is a mating
cry sung by males, as they
try to find willing females
before their 17-year-old
lives conclude.

“After the male and fe-
male cicada have mated,
the female will lay fertil-
ized eggs in slits cut with
her ovipositor on small
live twigs,” entomologist
Russ Horton told The Post
in 2013. “It takes roughly
six weeks for the eggs to
hatch and the nymphs to
emerge.”

When they do, according

to Ohio State University
professor of entomology
David Shetlar, the nymphs
then fall from the trees and
burrow anywhere from six
to 18 inches in the ground,
where they feed on juices
from plant roots for 13 or 17
years, depending on what
species they are.

Females can lay up to 400
eggs each, across 40 to 50
sites.

“But wait, I saw cicadas a
few years ago!” you might be
thinking. “I remember that
noise!”

That’s not incorrect!
There are several

“broods” of cicadas, which
is based on which cycle
they’re part of. Most of these
broods are comprised of dif-
ferent species of cicada, and
different broods emerge and
swarm around different
parts to the country (in dif-
ferent years).

These broods have been
tracked since the 1800s, ac-
cording to the USDA’s 1907
book “The Periodical Cica-
da” by C.L. Marlatt.

On top of that, there are
several types of cicada life

cycles. Some have 13-year
life spans, and some are
even annual, according to
Auburn University’s De-
partment of Entomology.

In fact, Brood II, which
consists of cicadas on a 17-
year cycle, overtook Wash-
ington, D.C., in 2014, The
Post reported.

The one emerging in May
is Brood V, which includes
Magicicada septendecim,
Magicicada cassini and
Magicicada septendecula,
The Star Beacon reported.

According to the USDA,
Brood V comprises the larg-
est swarms that are seen in
either Ohio or West Virgin-
ia, and some Ohioans are
taking advantage of the oc-
casion.

Cleveland Metroparks, in
particular, is hosting a
plethora of educational
events centered around the
event.

“It’s going to be a wild
ride,” said Wendy Wei-
rich, director of Outdoor
Experiences for the Cleve-
land Metroparks, told The
Plain Dealer. “It’s like Rip
Van Winkle for insects.”
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A group of cicadas in West Virginia in 2003.

Hurricane forecasting pioneerWilliamGray dies
BY KEITH COFFMAN
REUTERS

DENVER — William
Gray, a pioneer in hurri-
cane forecasting at Colora-
do State University and a
skeptic of the science be-
hind human-made global
warming models, died Sat-
urday, the school said in a
statement.

Gray died peacefully at
his home in Fort Collins,
Colorado, surrounded by
his family, the university
said. He was 86.

In 1984, Gray and his
team of researcher and
graduate students at Colo-
rado State University began
predicting the frequency
and severity of hurricanes

in the Atlantic Basin, which
continues today.

His longtime assistant re-
searcher Phil Klotzbach
said Gray was among the
first to link the El Nino phe-
nomenon — the warming of
waters in the Pacific Ocean
— to the formation of hur-
ricanes in the Atlantic-Ca-
ribbean basin.

“This was the first time
that any group had issued
seasonal forecasts for the
Atlantic,” Klotzbach said.
“He consistently issued
these forecasts for over 30
years, a track record unpar-
alleled for university pre-
dictions.”

A Detroit native, Gray
grew up in Washington,
D.C., and graduated from

George Washington Univer-
sity in 1952.

He was commissioned a
second lieutenant in the
U.S. Air Force in 1953,
where he spent four years
as a weather forecaster,
mostly in England and the
Azores. He remained active
in the Air Force Reserves as
a weather officer until 1974,
when he retired as a lieu-
tenant colonel.

After leaving active mili-
tary service, Gray earned a
master’s degree in meteo-
rology and a Ph.D. in geo-
physical sciences from the
University of Chicago.

He joined the faculty at
Colorado State University
in its newly formed depart-
ment of atmospheric sci-

ence in 1961 where he
taught until his retirement
in 2005, although he re-
mained active in the
school’s hurricane predic-
tion team.

He stirred controversy in
the scientific community
late in his career by ques-
tioning the hypothesis of
human-caused global warm-
ing.

“How can we trust cli-
mate forecasts 50 and 100
years into the future [that
can’t be verified in our life-
time] when they are not
able to make shorter sea-
sonal or yearly forecasts
that could be verified?” he
said in a 2005 statement be-
fore a U.S. Senate commit-
tee.


