
BY KATIE METTLER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Before Bretagne the gold-
en retriever died, she re-
ceived one final salute — for
her hard work, for her gentle
ways, for her service in that
devastating place 15 years
ago.

Panting at the end of a
thick leash, the elderly dog
was gently lifted from a truck
and placed on the veterinary
office sidewalk outside. Then
she hobbled slowly toward
the building, passing more
than a dozen men and women
dressed in blue, their hands
raised to their foreheads in a
somber salute.

After it was done, they car-
ried away her limp body,
draped in an American flag,
reported the Houston Chron-
icle.

It was the end of the
16-year-old dog’s lifetime of
service, and in some ways,
the closing of a devastating
chapter in the nation’s histo-
ry. Bretagne was the oldest
known surviving dog that
scoured Ground Zero in 2001
during search and rescue ef-
forts after the Twin Towers
fell in New York City, said
the Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire
Department, where the gold-
en retriever was a member of
the crew. Old age led
Bretagne’s longtime handler,
Denise Corliss, to make the
difficult decision to eutha-
nize the dog Monday.

“Some may say that the
most a dog could be is a pet,”
the Fire Department state-
ment said. “However, to the
over 400 members of the Cy-
Fair Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Bretagne was a civil
servant, a hero and is family.
We will remember her fond-
ly, and continue serving the
community with her as in-
spiration.”

Bretagne earned national
fame last year when Bark
Box, the New York-based dog
treat delivery service, invit-
ed the golden retriever and
Corliss to the big city for a
canine-themed 16th birthday
bash. The dog was flown in
an airplane and picked up by
a limousine. She was wined
and dined at 1 Hotel Central
Park as their first “pup of
honor” and thrown a birth-
day party fit for humans. She
even wore a party hat.

Corliss and Bretagne be-
came a team in 1999, when
the electrical engineer
brought the 8-week-old

puppy home in hopes that
she, as a civilian, could train
with the dog to be a disaster
relief duo, she told NBC’s
“Today” in 2014.

“I was so excited about
doing this, but I didn’t have
the appreciation of how life-
changing it would be,” Corl-
iss said. “It took 20 to 30
hours a week easily to stay
on top of training. This is
what I did when I wasn’t at
work.”

In 2000, she learned they’d
qualified to be official mem-
bers of Texas Task Force 1,
an urban search and rescue
team.

That same year, Bretagne
became a full member of the
Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire De-
partment crew and the
founding canine member of
its K9 Search and Rescue
Team, the department said.
A certified FEMA disaster
search dog, the golden re-
triever dealt with multiple
natural disasters across the
country, including Hurri-
cane Katrina and Hurricane
Rita, and after the terror at-
tacks on September 11, 2001,
Bretagne traveled to New
York City with Corliss to
look for survivors amidst the
rubble.

At that time, she was just 2
years old. It was the duo’s
first deployment, Corliss

said in the Bark Box video.
“We were there to try to

find survivors, and when our
task force arrived in Ground
Zero, I just couldn’t believe
the magnitude of it. And then
I looked down to her and she
seemed stoked and ready to
board,” Corliss said. “To-
ward the end of our mission,
it changed from a search
mission to a recovery mis-
sion. I was just so grateful to
have a K-9 partner that
helped me get through it.”

As they continued search-
ing for survivors, and then
remains, Bretagne became
like a therapy job, not to just
Corliss, but other volunteers.
Once, Bretagne ignored Corl-
iss’ commands to sit and stay
at Ground Zero, she told
“Today,” instead trotting up
to a somber firefighter sit-
ting on the ground.

“I was surprised that she
wasn’t listening to me, but
she really wasn’t — it was
like she was flipping me the
paw,” Corliss told the show.
“She went right to that fire-
fighter and laid down next to
him and put her head on his
lap.”

In her final years,
Bretagne “volunteered” at a
local elementary school, lis-
tening to first-graders learn
to read and comforting chil-
dren with autism.
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COURTESY CY-FAIR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Golden retriever Bretagne, the last known surviving search
and rescue dog deployed to New York after the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks on the city, is seen with Denise Corliss, the
former handler of Bretagne, in an undated photo. Bretagne
has died at the age of 16 in a Houston suburb.

In Loving Memory Of

DANA ALLEN CHAPMAN

June 8, 1961 - July 11, 2015

Today would be your 55th
birthday. We think of you

and miss you every day. Tell
Dad and Timmy I said, "hi."
Love your brother, Rick,
Mom, Deb, Phil, Tandra,

and all your friends

In Loving Memory Of
MICHAEL FRENCH

June 8, 1984 - April 28, 2005

We miss you and love you.

Love, Mom, Dad, Michelle,
Billy and Matt

In Memoriam

FREDERICK

"FREDDIE" M. WARD

MAPLETON - Frederick
"Freddie" M. Ward, Jr., 70,
passed away Wednesday af-
ternoon, June 1, 2016 at the
Aroostook Health Center in
Mars Hill. He was born
September 11, 1945 in Mars
Hill, the son of Frederick M.
Ward, Sr. and Charlene M.
(Benson) Ward.

As a child growing up,
Freddie thoroughly enjoyed
working at Hotham's Dairy
Farm in Blaine. Freddie at-
tended ACI School in Mars
Hill and then worked for
Wettereau, formally known
as Milliken-Tomlinson for
over 33 years. He loved
camping at Long Lake, har-
ness racing, hunting and
snowmobiling. He was a
faithful fan to the Boston
Red Sox, Boston Celtics and
NASCAR and never missed a
chance to watch the many
"games" and "races."

He is survived by his sis-
ter Nancy Carvell and her
husband Carroll of Blaine;
brother Robert Ward and his
wife Paula of Blaine; and sis-
ter Pamela Hickey and her
husband Athill of Easton;
brother-in-law Richard Shaw
and his wife Nancy of Cari-
bou; seven nephews Michael
Carvell and his wife Dacia
and child Jaxon, Joel Carvell
and his wife Kathy and chil-
dren Jacob and Kaitlyn,
Daniel Ward and his wife
Amy and children Hunter
and Owen, Benjamin Hickey
and his wife Stacy and child
Cooper, David Southern and
his children Kassidy, Daw-
son, Breanna and Drea, Glen
Shaw, Tyler Shaw and his
wife Tammy and children Ka-
men and Rowan; special
niece Brittany Theriault and
her husband Kyle and child
Amelia; niece Davina South-
ern and her children Darica
and Dakota; special friends
Hazen Taggett and Dave Far-
num; his Long Lake "camp-
ing buddies" and his very
special cat, Sammi.

In addition to his parents,
Freddie is predeceased by
his wife of 50 years, Paulette
Ward.

A graveside service will
be held for both Freddie and
Paulette 3:30 pm, Friday,
June 17, 2016 at East Blaine
Cemetery, Blaine with Pastor
Gardner Smith, officiating.
Online condolences may be
shared at

www.duncan-graves.com.

ALICE M. CONNER

SANGERVILLE - Alice Mae
Conner, 94, died June 6,
2016 at a Dexter health care
facility. She was born Au-
gust 25, 1921 in Woodland, a
daughter of Berton and An-
nie (Green) Skidgel. She
graduated from Mapleton
High School, Class of 1940.

Alice was a long time
member of the North Dexter
Grange.

She is survived by a son,
Frank Conner of Sangerville;
2 daughters Dianne Mitchell
and husband Richard of
Sangerville and Cheryl
Pomerleau and husband
Urgel "Tony" of Dexter; 6
grandchildren; 18 great
grandchildren; 2 great great
grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews.

Alice was predeceased by
her husband, Albert Weldon
Conner, Jr.; a son, David;
and several brothers and sis-
ters.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 A.M. Monday,
June 13th at Crosby & Neal,
61 Main Street, Dexter with
her grandson, David Pomer-
leau officiating. Friends may
call from 10 A.M. until the
time of services. Burial will
be in the Jackman Corner
Cemetery, Sangervi l le.
Those who wish may leave
written tributes at

www.CrosbyNeal.com

JOSEPH BRAVERMAN

MANCHESTER, NH -
Joseph Robert Braverman,
85, of Manchester, NH, died
June 7, 2016 at Elliot Hospital
in Manchester.

Devoted husband of
Elaine (Higer) Braverman,
adored father of Beth, Susan
and Rebecca, cherished son
of the late Beatrice (Cooper)
Braverman and George
Braverman, and beloved son
-in-law of Dorothy (Mendel-
son) Higer, Joe was a gradu-
ate of Malden High School
and Northeastern University.
After marrying his wonderful
"Lainie," Joe and Elaine
moved to Maine, where they
spent 22 years raising a fam-
ily in Belfast and Bangor pri-
or to moving to New Hamp-
shire.

Lovingly known as "Unc"
to his many nieces and
nephews, Joe lived the last
year of his life as he lived his
long and full life: with a love
of people, a wonderful sense
of humor, and a deep com-
mitment to family, friends
and faith. Joe will be greatly
missed, and the mark he
made on the many people
he loved and who loved him
back will live long after his
departure.

Services will be held at
the Goldman Funeral
Chapel, 174 Ferry Street,
Malden on Thursday June 9
at 1pm, prior to interment at
Ohel Jacob Cemetery in
Woburn.

Following the service,
family and friends may pay
their respects at the home of
Gerald and Marsha Rodman
in Natick. Condolence calls
may be made at the home of
Elaine Braverman 11am to
6pm Friday.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made
to the Michael J. Fox Foun-
dation for Parkinson's Re-
search or the Arthritis Na-
tional Research Foundation.
For directions or online con-
dolences go to

www.goldmanfc.com.

WILLIAM FLING

GREENVILLE - William
Fling, 66, passed away June
7, 2016, at Charles A. Dean
M e m o r i a l H o s p i t a l ,
Greenville. He was born Au-
gust 13, 1949, in Lawrence,
MA, the son of George and
Rita Fling.

Although he was taken
too soon, his life was whole.
Bill loved serving his com-
munity, which is evident in
the pride he took maintain-
ing the local cemetery. He
enjoyed coaching softball,
hunting and fishing, and his
businesses. He worked for
37 years as an English teach-
er in Massachusetts, Bing-
ham, and Greenville.

Bill is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 27 years, Laurie
(Gaudet) Fling of Greenville;
h i s daugh te r Lauren
Haugstad and her husband
Ivan, of Alaska; and many
close friends.

Friends and family are in-
vited to gather 2-4 Sunday,
June 12, 2016, at the home
of Debbie and Neil Jones,
793 Moosehead Lake Road,
Greenville. Messages of con-
dolence and memories may
be expressed at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

HELEN S. STINCHFIELD

BREWER & NORTH AN-
DOVER, MASS. - Helen S.
Stinchfield, 92, passed away
December 31, 2015. She was
born July 11, 1923 in Bel-
grade.

She graduated Belgrade
High School, class of 1941,
then attended Boston Medi-
cal Dispensary. She worked
many years as a Medical
Technician in the Boston
area at Mt. Auburn Hospital
in Cambridge, MA and East-
ern Maine General Hospital
in Bangor. Helen was an ac-
tive member of the Arling-
ton, MA Garden Club, and
the North Andover Senior
Center.

She was predeceased by
her loving husband of 59
years, Eben K. Stinchfield.
Helen is survived by her
sons Mark Stinchfield and
wife Christine of Nashua,
NH, and Peter Stinchfield
and wife Denise of Reading,
MA; granddaughter Jessica
Jamieson and husband Bud-
dy, and their 2 sons Gavin
and Gunnar; and many
cous i n s , n i e c e s and
nephews.

A graveside service will
be held 1pm, Saturday, June
11, 2016 at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery in Brewer. The family in-
vites relatives and friends to
share conversation and re-
freshments at the Family Re-
ception Rooms of Brookings-
Smith, 55 South Main Street,
Brewer, following the ser-
vice. A service of Brookings-
Smith.

HUNTER MICHAEL BRAGG

BANGOR - Hunter Michael
Bragg, 7, died June 4, 2016.

He is now up in heaven
with his loving mother, Jes-
sica McClure keeping him
safe.

Hunter leaves behind his
"Nana" and "Bampa" Valerie
and Jay Anderson; his fa-
ther, Jason Bragg; his sib-
lings Mackenzie McClure
and Justin Gagon; his "Mi-
mi," Dianne Bragg; two very
close aunts Jenny and Jerri-
ca and her husband James;
many more loving family
members including Kaylee,
Brianna, "Grampy" Matthew
Willette, "Papa" Bobby Bab-
cock, Dorothy Anderson and
Darlyne Giggey; many lov-
ing cousins, uncles, as well
as many more extended
family members, the Ander-
son, McClure, Willette, and
Bragg families and all his
classmates at Downeast Ele-
mentary School.

A memorial service to cel-
ebrate Hunters' life will be
held 1:00 p.m. Saturday,
June 11, 2016 at the Hermon
Baptist Church, 2496 Route
2, Hermon with the Rev. Gar-
nett Chute, pastor, officiat-
ing. Condolences to the fam-
ily may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com

Firefighters give final farewell
salute to last 9/11 rescue dog

Camden community leader
Parker Laite Sr. dies at 82
BY STEPHEN BETTS
BDN STAFF

CAMDEN — Parker Laite
Sr., one of the community’s
most recognized and active
civic leaders, died Monday at
his home after a brief illness.

The 82-year-old Laite had
been active in a wide spectrum
of town affairs for more than
half a century.

Select Board member Leon-
ard Lookner said what he re-
membered most about Laite
was his graciousness. Lookner
said he and Laite for many
years were on different sides of
the political spectrum but that
Laite always remained civil.

That held true at town meet-
ings when issues did not go the
way Laite had wanted.

“He was a man who truly
believed in democracy,”
Lookner said.

Select Board Chair John
French Jr. said he recalls
Laite’s sense of humor and
added that Laite did more for
the community than many
know, because he helped out
people without any fanfare.

Laite was born on Bay View
Street during the depths of the
Great Depression, according to
the Camden Town Report from
2007, which was dedicated to
him and his service to the com-
munity.

He graduated from Camden
High School in 1951 and Maine
Maritime Academy in 1954,
and later attended the Harvard
Graduate School of Business.

In 1955, he married his
high school sweetheart and
classmate, Irene “Renie”
Fitzsimmons. They were
married for 50 years. She
predeceased him in 2006.
They have two children.

After serving with the U.S.
Merchant Marines and the
U.S. Navy for a few years, Laite
and his family returned to
Camden when he joined Ma-
rine Colloids in Rockland.

He later founded Laite Con-
struction Company.

He served nine years on the
Board of Selectmen, including
two terms as chair. He served
for 15 years on the town Plan-
ningBoard,mainlyasitschair.
He also served on the land use
and comprehensive plan com-
mittees, the Camden Post Of-
fice Committee, the Harbor
Committee and was co-chair of
the town charter committee.
He also was a member of a
committee that established
zoning for Camden, according
to the town report.

Laite also served on the
committee that formed School
Administrative District 28 and
was involved in many school
construction projects. He was
the moderator for many years
at theannual townmeeting.He
served on the Camden Public
Library Board of Trustees,
serving as president from 2000

to 2004. In 1993, he directed the
restoration on the Camden
Amphitheatreandwaschairof
the building committee that
managed the construction of
the library’s underground
Centennial Wing in 1996.

He had been a trustee of Pen
Bay Medical Center and was
chair of their building commit-
tee. He was also a trustee of the
Camden Health Care Center
and was chair of that building
project. He was a lifelong mem-
ber of St. Thomas’ Episcopal
Church, where he had been a
choir boy, acolyte, vestryman
and chair of various commit-
tees.

Laite also had been one of
the owners of Wayfarer Ma-
rine, selling it in 2007. The
town report pointed out he
worked hard to preserve not
only jobs for its 100 employees
but also preserve Camden Har-
bor’s rich maritime heritage.

Laite was honored in 1994 as
Rockport-Camden-Lincoln-
ville Chamber of Commerce’s
Townsperson of the Year.

Friends and relatives are in-
vited to visit from 2 to 6 p.m.
Sunday at St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church, 33 Chestnut St. A
funeral will be held 11 a.m.
Monday at St. Thomas. The
Rev. Suzanne Colburn will of-
ficiate. Interment will follow at
Oak Hill Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made to
the Irene F. Laite Memorial
Garden at Oak Hill Cemetery,
c/o Camden Town Office,
P.O. Box 1207, Camden, ME
04843, or to the charity of
one’s choice.

Arrangements are being
made by Burpee, Carpenter &
Hutchins Funeral Home, 110
Limerock St., Rockland.

Parker Laite Sr.

In
Memoriam...
Honor the memory
of a loved one
with an ad in the
Bangor Daily News

1-800-432-7964 Ext. 8128


