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obituaries
Maine business, civic leader TimHussey dies
BY JENNIFER FEALS
YORK COUNTY COAST STAR

KENNEBUNK — Tim
Hussey, a business and com-
munity leader who was a
staunch advocate for educa-
tion, lost his battle with can-
cer Monday.

The Hussey Seating Com-
pany in North Berwick,
where Hussey served as
president and CEO, an-
nounced the loss of its lead-
er in an email Monday
morning, saying Hussey, of
Kennebunk, died peacefully
at Massachusetts General
Hospital “surrounded by his
family after a long, coura-
geous battle with cancer. He
was 59 years old.”

In the business communi-
ty, Hussey was a member of
the sixth generation of
Hussey family ownership at
Hussey Seating Company,
which was founded in 1835.
He succeeded his father, Phil-
ip W. Hussey, Jr., as presi-
dent in 1995 and assumed the
role of CEO in 1996.

“Tim was passionate about
his Family’s commitment to
Hussey Seating Company,
and his mission to see the
seventh generation of the
Family continue that proud
legacy of ownership of the
Family business. His mantra
was ‘We’re a family business
— in it for the long run,’” the
company’s email stated. “As
he did with every challenge,
Tim faced his disease head
on, with one of his priorities
being to ensure a smooth
transition of the day-to-day
management of the company
and to reaffirm the Family’s
commitment to see the busi-
ness pass to the 7th genera-
tion of ownership and be-
yond.”

As CEO of Hussey Seat-
ing, Sen. Susan Collins said
Hussey “proudly and suc-
cessfully led one of Maine’s
oldest family-owned busi-
nesses into the 21st century.

“Tim was a remarkable,
kind and intelligent leader
with a deep commitment to
our state and to his commu-
nity,” Collins said. “The opti-
mism, tenacity, and good
humor with which Tim bat-
tled cancer was truly an in-
spiration, and he will be
greatly missed by all those
who knew him. My prayers
and sympathy go out to his
wife, Marcia, and their three
children.”

Speaker of the House Mark
Eves said Hussey’s impact as
a business and civic leader
“cannot be overstated.”

“He was passionate about
his family business built on
the strength of six genera-
tions and its role in the com-
munity. His devotion ex-
tended well beyond the town
lines of North Berwick,
reaching throughout Maine
as he lent his expertise and
commitment to efforts like
the Maine Economic Growth
Council and Educate Maine.
We are better off as a com-
munity and a state because
of Tim’s dedication and the
legacy he leaves behind. We
will miss him dearly,” Eves
said.

In his community, Hussey
served on the RSU 21 Board
of Directors from 2008 to
2014. His work during that
time included serving as
chair of the district’s Facili-
ties Committee, moving for-
ward the renovation proj-
ects at Kennebunk High
School, Kennebunkport
Consolidated School and
Mildred L. Day School. He
also served as the chair of

Educate Maine and as hon-
orary campaign co-chair of
the York County Communi-
ty College’s Changing Lives
& Strengthening Communi-
ty campaign, a capital cam-
paign to raise funds for a
new 18,000 square foot build-
ing on the college’s Wells
campus. The project broke
ground at the end of May.

“The college is very sad-
dened by the loss of Tim
Hussey. He was one of the
preeminent business lead-
ers in York County and a
true friend of YCCC,” said
President Dr. Barbara Fin-
kelstein. “The Hussey fami-
ly going back has been a
very great supporter of the
college, and Tim in particu-
lar. I’ve been here two years
and he has been very in-
volved with the fundraising
for our new building and
has just been a tremendous
support.”

In 2014, Hussey received
the Joel Stevens Community
Spirit Award from the Ken-
nebunk-Kennebunkport-
Arundel Chamber of Com-
merce. According to Hussey
Seating Company, he also re-
ceived the Kenneth M. Curtis
Leadership Award from the
Maine Development Founda-
tion and he was inducted as a
member of the Junior
Achievement Maine Busi-
ness Hall of Fame.

Last year, the RSU 21
Board of Directors present-
ed Hussey with the Payson
L. Hunter Award, an annual
award given to a member of
the community for outstand-
ing dedication and service
on behalf of the schools in
Arundel, Kennebunk and
Kennebunkport. Hussey
was nominated by the RSU
21 administrative team for
his “outstanding dedication
and service to our schools.”

During his six years on the
RSU 21 board, Hussey “led or
actively participated in many
initiatives to improve our
schools. Most notably, Mr.
Hussey worked on the build-
ing projects for more than

four years of his tenure. In
addition to his formal service
on the board, Mr. Hussey was
raised in Kennebunk, attend-
ed our schools, and spent
countless hours volunteering
while his children attended
our schools,” the award nom-
ination states.

RSU 21 Superintendent
Katie Hawes said the
thoughts and prayers of
those in the district are with
Hussey’s wife Marcia and
their children.

“He lived an incredible
life and continually gave
back to the community,”
Hawes said of Hussey. “We
will miss him dearly. In
many ways, his legacy will
live on with these new reno-
vation projects.”

Bruce Lewia, assistant
principal at Kennebunk High
School, said Hussey’s com-

munity involvement and gen-
erosity extended right into
the schools. When chairs
were needed in the KHS audi-
torium, and the school did not
have funds available, Lewia
said Hussey “offered engi-
neers to make them fit our
auditorium and all we had to
pay for was to have them put
in.”

Lewia said in his work on
the board, Hussey’s input
“was always spot on.”

“He could read the com-
munity well and he was just
one of those people that you
just always loved working
with because you always got
the job done,” Lewia said.
“So many things about him
were special.”

Lewia said Hussey’s chil-
dren — Hannah, Philip, and
Olivia, all graduates of Ken-
nebunk High School — were

“gifts to KHS.”
“All three of them,” Lewia

said. “They certainly carry
on his tradition of doing
your best and being part of a
community.”

In 2014, Hussey was
named a Mover & Shaker by
the York County Coast Star
for his dedication to the RSU
21 building projects. During
an interview with the Coast
Star, Hussey said it was the
family business that got him
involved in the local com-
munity and that before him,
his father served on a num-
ber of town groups.

“It’s a legacy of commu-
nity involvement,” Hussey
said at the time. “It’s what
I’ve been taught. I believe
you give back to the commu-
nity you believe in. There’s
something about working
right in the community.”

GLORIA P. HENDSBEE

EAST MILLINOCKET - Glo-
ria P. Hendsbee, 87, passed
away Tuesday June 14, 2016
at the Millinocket Regional
Hospital while surrounded
by her husband Donald and
her five children. She was
born November 26, 1928 in
Anson, the daughter of
John M. and Goldie M.
(Porter) Longley.

Gloria grew up in Anson
and graduated from Madi-
son High School in 1946. She
then married Donald Hends-
bee on August 31, 1946. Glo-
ria and Donald moved to
East Millinocket in 1954 and
raised their five children.
She started volunteering at
the Katahdin Friends Inc.
and then went to college at
the University of Farming-
ton, majoring in early child-
hood development. Gloria
continued working at K.F.I.
for twenty five more years
touching the lives of many
people she came in contact
with. Gloria and Donald
loved to travel and went on
many trips across North
America but were always
glad to come home to be
with the people whom they
loved the most, their family.
Gloria was a woman of faith
who lived as she believed "It
was God first, the other fel-
low second, I'm third" and
her love was abundant for
all.

In addition to her husband
of seventy years, Donald
Hendsbee of East Millinock-
et, she leaves behind Sandy
Saucedo of East Millinocket,
Gail Hamm and her husband
Ed of East Millinocket, Bon-
nie Gallant and her husband
Dan of Woodville, Donald
Hendsbee and his wife Bar-
bara of East Millinocket, Lau-
rie York and her husband
Steve of East Millinocket,
"Grammie Gogo's" eleven
grandchildren Ken, Michele,
Jerry, Sonja, Ed, Michelle,
Brian, Amy, Julie, Jason,
Bubba, and twenty nine
great grandchildren, along
with four great-great grand-
children with two on the
way. She also leaves behind
four siblings Richard Long-
ley and his wife Cora of Em-
den, Dorothy Fleming of
Springfield, IL, Patricia
LeBlanc and her husband
Bob of Jay, Donna Longley
of Millinocket, sister-in-law
Margaret Cowan of Madi-
son, along with several and
nephews and a special
friend Larry Lyons. In addi-
tion to her parents she was
predeceased by son-in-law,
Raul Saucedo; four grand-
children Terry, Jeremy,
Stephen Jr., Nicole; her sis-
ter, Bethany and her brother-
in-law, Bob Fleming. She
was also predeceased by a
special friend, Sara Roy.

Friends may call 2-4 and 6
-8pm at the Lamson Funeral
Home 11 Tamarack St.
Millinocket. Funeral services
will be conducted 1pm Sun-
day at the First Congrega-
tional Church in East
Millinocket 11 Maple St. with
the Rev. Linda Hatch officiat-
ing. Interment will follow the
service at East Millinocket
Cemetery, East Millinocket.
The family invites relatives
and friends for refreshments
at the church fellowship hall
following the interment. In
lieu of flowers those who
wish may make gifts in Glo-
ria's memory to the
Katahdin Friends Inc. 1024
Central St. Millinocket ME,
04462. The family would like
to express a special thank
you to Rosanne Hunt and
the staff at MRH for all their
care. Arrangements in care
of Lamson Funeral Home.
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