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obituaries

C. PAUL MULLEN

EASTON - C. Paul Mullen,
life-long resident of Easton,

Maine, began
his next jour-
ney on June

24, 2016, with his family at
his side. He was born August
12, 1922, to Lydia (Smith)
and Clinton Mullen.

Paul attended school and
graduated from Easton High
School in 1941. He served his
country in the Army during
WWII in the 860th Chemical
Company Air Operations
from 1942 until his discharge
in 1946. Upon his return
home to Aroostook County,
he joined his family in farm-
ing. It was also in 1946 that
he met his future wife, Ar-
lene Small, and they began
their married life together in
1949. They raised their only
daughter, Emily and quietly
mourned the loss of their in-
fant son, Cameron. For a
good portion of his working
life, Paul owned and operat-
ed Easton Oil Company. Paul
often said that despite some
hard times, he had a lot of
good luck throughout his
life. While sometimes quiet
and private, many will re-
member Paul as being
talkative and quick witted.
Paul was an active member
of the Easton American Le-
gion, Easton Lion's Club and
according to friends was a
"Master" bean-hole bean
maker. Paul was also in-
volved with the Maine
Breeder's Association and
the U.S. Trotting Association.
For more than 50 years,
Paul's free time was most of-
ten consumed by his passion
for horses. He and his father
bought their first racehorse,
Ada May Spirit. In 1962 and
from there, his personal
legacy began. Paul raised
Standard Bred horses and
was involved with every as-
pect of horse racing, includ-
ing breeding, training, shoe-
ing, and driving. Racing en-
thusiasts will recognize
Paul's West Ridge line of
horses of which he was so
very proud. His granddaugh-
ters remember his quiet yet
excited concern with the
birth of new foals and his de-
votion to the health and vi-
tality of his horses as he re-
tired his mares to his own
barn and pastures. He also
proudly displayed trophies,
pictures and videos of his
racing winners like West
Ridge Gossip, West Ridge Al-

berta, and West Ridge No
Gossip to anyone willing to
look and listen. As Paul got
older he turned over most
racing responsibilities to
trusted friends, but he never
lost his interest in racing and
followed the careers of
Maine horses and drivers on
the internet. Paul was a kind,
patient and generous hus-
band, dad and grampy. He
was known to paint grand-
daughters' fingernails in the
morning and then enlist their
help in the barn in the after-
noon. He encouraged us,
verbally and financially, to
pursue education and he
continually stressed the im-
portance of a strong work
ethic. He taught both grand-
daughters math skills by first
teaching them to play crib-
bage and then instilled the
importance of managing
their money.

Along with his parents,
Paul was predeceased by his
infant son, Cameron; his sis-
ter, Evelyn Wilson; and his
brothers, Arnold, Earlon and
Lawrence. He is survived by
his wife of 67 years, Arlene
of Easton; daughter, Emily
Knight, granddaughters,
Tara Matthews and husband,
Michael, and their children,
Molly and Cameron; and
Shannon Knight and Kris
Matthews and his children,
Alex and Jaelyn, all of
Trescott. He also leaves a
special niece, Suzanne
Adams of Easton, with
whom he shared many of
the same attributes. Paul
was fortunate to have pocket
of friends and neighbors
who provided support and
company throughout the
years. Paul and his family
have also felt the comfort
and support of the Full Circle
medical staff especially Holly
with whom he shared a spe-
cial bond.

In following Paul's wishes,
there will be no public ser-
vice. In lieu of flowers,
friends may make a dona-
tion in his name to the East-
on School Department's Ath-
letic Program, 173 Center
Road, Easton, ME 04740. Ar-
rangements have been en-
trusted to the Giberson-
Dorsey Funeral Home, 144
Main Street, Fort Fairfield.
Online condolences may be
expressed at

www.gibersondorsey
funeralhome.com.

MARILYN A. JONASON

BANGOR - Marilyn Anne
Jonason, 84, wife of the late
Leonidas P. Jonason Sr. for
55 years, died June 24, 2016,
in Bangor. She was born
May 20, 1932, in Bangor, the
daughter of Earle H. and
Evelyn A. (Hewes) Kelley.

Lynn, as she was known,
owned and operated Jona-
son's Green Lake Store dur-
ing the 1980s. She also held
a Realtor's license and dedi-
cated herself to the care of
her husband, Leo, for 20
years following a debilitat-
ing stroke. She enjoyed vol-
unteering for the Hermon
Historical Society, the Ameri-
can Red Cross, and assisting
with S.A.T. testing at Bangor
High School.

Surviving are four chil-
dren, Karen J. Valesko and
her husband, Tom, of
Seneca Castle, NY, Anne J.
Tidd of Bangor, Leonidas P.
Jonason Jr. and his wife, Su-
san, of Bangor and Kelley
Jonason-Noel and her hus-
band, Derek, of Anaheim,
CA; eight grandchildren, An-
drew Tidd, Amy Tidd and
her husband, Lucas, Darius
Jonason and his wife, Patri-
cia, Adam Boody, Amanda
Jonason, Isabelle Jonason,
Ethan Valesko and his wife,
Sheryl, and Karilyn Valesko-
Foster and her husband,
Nathaniel; ten great-grand-
children; and two brothers,
David Kelley and his wife,
Gail Ellen, and Charles Kel-
ley. She was predeceased by
her husband, who died in
May 2006.

Private interment will be
in the family lot at Mount
Hope Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
Maine Veterans' Home, 44
Hogan Rd., Bangor, ME
04401. Arrangements by Ki-
ley & Foley Funeral Service,
299 Union St., Bangor. Mem-
ories and messages may be
shared with family and
friends at

kileyandfoley.com.

L. MARK LOVELL

BANGOR - L. Mark Lovell
of Bangor died June 23,

2016, in Ban-
gor. He was
born January

15, 1934, in Guilford, son of
Carmie and Leona (An-
drews) Lovell. Mark was a
caring, compassionate hus-
band, father, grandfather,
brother and friend. He grad-
uated from PCHS, class of
1953. Following graduation
he served with the United
States Marine Corps, attend-
ed Husson College and
earned a Bachelor's degree
before starting work at
Grants Dairy, Brake Service
and during retirement drove
the Bat Bus. He was active in
the Anah Temple Shrine, St.
Andrew's Lodge and Marine
Corps League.

He married the love of his
life, Nora Dawes Lovell.
They celebrated 62 years of
marriage in February. He
was predeceased by his par-
ents; stepmother, Junie An-
drews; sister, Polly; brother,
Atwood; and in-laws, Bucky
and Eleanor Dawes. He is
survived by his daughter,
Nikki Lovell of Bangor;
daughter, Vicki Kenny and
husband, Kevin, of Florida;
son, Stephen Lovell and
wife, Dawn, of Florida;
grandchildren, Jamie Clark
and husband, Jason,
Stephen Lovell and wife,
Elizabeth, Marianne McRorie
and husband, Jamie, Alex,
Andrea and Alayna Lovell;
sisters, Carmen Castle and
husband, Vern, of Virginia,
and Edwina Nesbit and hus-
band, Don, of Connecticut;
and brother, Leland Lovell of
Massachusetts; sisters-in-
law, Linda Nesbit and hus-
band, Reed, Nancy Hall and
husband, Dick; and brother-
in-law, Frank Dawes and
wife, Karlyn; as well as four
great-grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to ex-
press its deepest gratitude
to Dr. Keller, Dr. Wiseman,
Dr. Verosloff, Dr. Redding,
the staff of EMMC and Brew-
er Rehab for giving him "14
bonus years."

A Celebration of Life will
be held at Morgan Hill Event
Center, Hermon, on Wednes-
day, June 29, 2016, from 5-7
p.m. Attire is casual. In lieu
of flowers, remembrance
donations may be made to a
charity of your choice.

David Thatcher,
member ofWWII’s
Doolittle Raid, dies
BY HARRISON SMITH
THE WASHINGTON POST

Growing up during the
Depression, one of 10 chil-
dren born to a dairy farmer
in southern Montana, David
Thatcher dreamed of leav-
ing home and seeing the Pa-
cific Northwest. After see-
ing a plane fly high over-
head one day, he decided
that aviation was his ticket
out of town.

Thatcher joined the Army
Air Corps in 1940, fresh out
of high school, and one year
later, after Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor and pushed
the United States into World
War II, he volunteered for a
top-secret mission that sent
him far past the Northwest
— on an aircraft carrier, the
USS Hornet, headed straight
for the coast of Japan.

On April 18, 1942, then-
Cpl. Thatcher was one of 80
aviators who participated in
a daring daylight air raid on
Tokyo and other cities,
bombing factories, muni-
tions depots and other tar-
gets in an effort to retaliate
for Japan’s Dec. 7, 1941, at-
tack on Pearl Harbor. Led by
Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle, a
former test pilot and engi-
neer, the “Doolittle Raid”
brought Americans back
from the brink of despair fol-
lowing four months of bitter
defeats in Hawaii, Guam,
Wake Island and the Philip-
pines.

Thatcher, a gunner who
was awarded the Silver Star
for helping his four crew-
mates survive after their
plane crash-landed off the
coast of China following the
Tokyo bombing run, died
June 22 at a hospital in Mis-
soula, Montana. He was 94.

The cause was complica-
tions from a stroke, said a
son, Jeff Thatcher. Thatch-
er’s death leaves Richard
Cole, 100, who served as
Doolittle’s co-pilot, as the
sole surviving member of
the raid.

James Scott, a journalist
and the author of “Target
Tokyo” (2015), a history of
the operation over Japan,
said the 16 B-25 bombers
that Doolittle commanded
that day carried out what
was primarily a morale-
boosting attack that did only
a “pinprick” of damage to
the enemy’s war capabili-
ties.

However, it spurred Jap-
anese commanders to go on
the offensive against U.S.
forces. The result, when
the Japanese navy attacked
at the Battle of Midway two
months later, was a deci-
sive American victory that
“shifted the balance of
power in the war back to
the United States,” Scott
said.

Thatcher and his crew-
mates on the Ruptured
Duck, as they nicknamed
their plane, were supposed
to drop their bombs on
Tokyo and continue on to
China, where they would
land on a gravel runway in
the mountains before re-
grouping with American

forces. The Doolittle Raiders
were forced to take off 650
nautical miles off the coast
of Japan — and about 170
miles farther than planned
— because the Hornet was
spotted by Japanese boats
that reported the carrier’s
position over the radio.

Led by pilot Ted Lawson,
the Ruptured Duck struck a
steel mill and other factories
before continuing on to
China. Low on fuel, flying
through rain and darkness,
Lawson attempted an emer-
gency beach landing on a
Japanese-occupied island
just off the Chinese coast.

The plane clipped a wave
on its way down and flipped,
throwing Thatcher’s crew-
mates through the nose of
the plane and onto the
beach. All four were severe-
ly injured; Thatcher, sta-
tioned in the plane’s rear,
was briefly knocked uncon-
scious and escaped with lit-
tle more than a bump on the
head.

“If they hadn’t been
thrown out, they would have
been killed, as the whole
front end of the plane was
smashed,” he later told the
Billings Gazette. “There was
no medical help whatever,
and I was the only one able
to walk.”

The 20-year-old Thatcher
gathered the crew and, as-
sisted at times by local fish-
ermen and villagers who
discovered the crew shortly
after the crash, bandaged
their wounds, including a
deep gash on Lawson’s left
leg.

Pursued by Japanese sol-
diers, Thatcher and some of
the Chinese villagers used
improvised stretchers and
chairs to ferry the wounded
airmen across the island
and by boat to the mainland.
A group of Chinese guerril-
las helped them reach a hos-
pital, where Lawson’s leg
was amputated.

In 1943, Lawson wrote a
best-selling account of the
raid and crash-landing,
“Thirty Seconds Over
Tokyo,” that was made into
a popular film of the same
name one year later. Thatch-
er was portrayed by Robert
Walker, with Van Johnson
playing Lawson and Spen-
cer Tracy starring as Doo-
little.

Thatcher later flew 26
bombing missions over
North Africa and Europe be-
fore retiring at the rank of
staff sergeant in 1945. In ad-
dition to the Silver Star, his
decorations included the
Distinguished Flying Cross
and five awards of the Air
Medal.

David Jonathan Thatch-
er was born in Rapelje,
Montana, on July 31, 1921,
and grew up on a ranch
near the town of Absaro-
kee. His father distributed
dairy products in Billings,
Montana.

Thatcher moved to Mis-
soula after retiring from the
military, working as a clerk
and then a letter carrier for
the Postal Service until his
retirement in 1980.

State police urge
motorcycle safety
this summer

AUGUSTA — With sum-
mer in full swing and mo-
torcycles out and about,
state police are encourag-
ing the public to operate-
safety.

Department of Public
Safety spokesman Stephen
McCausland said 32 people
died in motorcycle-related
crashes in 2015, compared
to six so far this year.

At this time in 2015,
there were 10 motorcycle-
related deaths.

According to a study
group consisting of the
Maine State Police, the Bu-
reau of Highway Safety, the
Department of Transporta-
tion, the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles, Maine Motorcycle
Political Action Committee
and the United Bikers of
Maine, a high percentage of
the crashes occurred dur-
ing daylight hours and in-
volved excessive speed and
alcohol use or riders who
weren’t wearing helmets.

The latest motorcycle
death occurred in China
last week when a Pennsyl-
vania man pulled out in
front of a vehicle on Route

3 and was struck. Leonard
Huff, 73, of Saxonburg,
Pennsylvania, later died at
an area hospital.

Police seeking help
in finding Clinton
robbery suspect

CLINTON — Maine State
Police are seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in identify-
ing a robbery suspect, ac-
cording to a statement re-
leased late Thursday.

The robbery occurred
June 10 at the Clinton Vari-
ety and Redemption Center,

where the suspect allegedly
held a knife to an elderly
employee’s throat, accord-
ing to the statement.

The robber fled with an
undisclosed amount of cash
after demanding cash from
the employee.

The robber stands be-
tween 5-foot-8 and 5 feet 10
inches tall. He was wearing
a white mask and a black
hooded sweatshirt.

The employee was not in-
jured.
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