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obituaries

EVERETT E. GRAY

GUILFORD - Everett E.
Gray, 73, passed away June
27, 2016 after a brief illness.
A service of Brookings-
Smith. For a complete obitu-
ary please go to

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

BRUCE RICHARDSON

INGALLS

MACHIAS - Bruce Richard-
son Ingalls, age 82, passed

away on Mon-
day, June 27,
2016 due to a

short illness while at Mar-
shall Healthcare in Machias,
Maine. He battled Parkin-
son's disease for over 5
years, yet he continued to
happily live with his wife,
Jean, in their home of 50
years. Bruce was born on
December 13, 1933, son of
the late Ralph C. Ingalls and
Isabel (Richardson) Ingalls.

Bruce earned his bachelor
degree in marine science
from Maine Maritime Acade-
my. He joined the U.S. Navy
and was honorably dis-
charged in 1967. Then, Bruce
started his career as a mer-
chant marine. He sailed with
Sealand for 30 years. He was
a member of the Howard
Lodge #91, Blanquefort
Comm. #13, Washington
Chapter #16, and the Anah
Shrine. After retiring at age
55, he enjoyed spending
summers at Bog Lake and
snowbirding in his 5th wheel
with Jean.

Bruce was predeceased
by both of his parents and
sisters- Barbara Beal and
Bonnie Foye.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 58 years, Jean M.
(Mallar) Ingalls of Machias,
ME; 1 son- Rick Ingalls and
wife, Marnie of Berwick, ME;
1 daughter- Shelli Schomak-
er and husband, Joe of Mys-
tic, CT; 4 grandchildren- Jes-
sica Ingalls of Dover, NH,
Austin Ingalls of Berwick,
ME, Jake Schomaker of
Coronado, CA, and John
Schomaker of Bozrah, CT.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be
made to: Maine Parkinson's
Society 359 Perry Road Ban-
gor, ME 04401.

A Masonic graveside ser-
vice is scheduled for 2pm,
Saturday, July 2, 2016 at
Longfellow Cemetery in
Machias with military hon-
ors. Arrangements entrusted
to Bragdon-Kelley Funeral
Home in Machias, ME. On-
line condolences may be
shared at

www.bragdonkelley.com

Simon Ramo, aerospace pioneer, dies at 103
BY PETER PAE AND W.J.
HENNIGAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Not long
after leaving Howard Hughes’
fledgling Hughes Aircraft Co.
and starting an aerospace
firm in Los Angeles in 1953,
Simon Ramo received a call
from President Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

The president told the
young scientist that the coun-
try needed to develop a rocket
capable of delivering a nucle-
ar warhead to the other side of
the globe in less than an hour.
Within three years, Ramo
oversaw work on the program
and successfully launched a
Thor missile that flew 1,300
miles downrange from Cape
Canaveral, Florida.

Ramo, the chief architect of
America’s intercontinental
ballistic missile system and an
aerospace pioneer who helped
shape Southern California
into the nation’s center for
high-tech weapons research,
died Monday of natural causes
in his sleep at his home in
Santa Monica, said his son,
Jim Ramo. He was 103.

Ramo was a California In-
stitute of Technology whiz kid
who co-founded aerospace
giant TRW Inc., and in his late
80s, brokered one of the big-
gest mergers ever in the de-
fense industry.

Often called the “R” in TRW
or just “Si” to friends and fam-
ily, Ramo helped transform
the region’s aerospace indus-
try from metal-bending air-
craft manufacturing to the
world’s epicenter for sophisti-
cated weapons research.

Although Ramo officially
retired from the aerospace in-
dustry in 1978 at 65, he contin-
ued to help lead major space
and weapons developments
and remained an active con-
sultant to aerospace execu-
tives and an adviser to presi-
dents, Cabinet members and
Congress.

“There are a lot of names
you can remember from the
last 50 years or so in history,
but few individuals have had
more impact on American se-
curity and technology prow-
ess than Ramo,” said Loren
Thompson, a defense policy
analyst at the Lexington In-
stitute in Arlington, Virgina.

“He’s really one of the gi-
ants.”

Ramo was born in Salt
Lake City on May 7, 1913, to
Lithuanian immigrant par-
ents who owned a clothing
store. He was an aspiring con-
cert violinist, until age 12,
when he heard legendary vio-
linist Jascha Heifetz and de-
cided he would be better off
pursuing a career in science.

Ramo and Heifetz became
friends years later and once
played a duet together at a
dinner party. “I could then
confidently conclude that I
had made the right decision,”
Ramo wrote in his 1988 semi-
autobiography, “The Busi-
ness of Science.”

With the focus on science,
Ramo earned a doctorate in
electrical engineering and
physics from Caltech at age
23. In 1936, he began working
for General Electric Co.,
where he helped develop the
electron microscope. His
work on military-related pro-
grams kept him out of World
War II.

After World War II, Ramo
moved to Hughes Aircraft
Co., then Howard Hughes’
airplane workshop in Culver
City, to launch a division de-
voted to military electronics.

Ramo went to work for
Hughes because he knew that
one of the richest men in the

world at the time was an ab-
sentee owner who rarely
came around. When he did
show up, Ramo recalled in a
Los Angeles Times interview,
Hughes would “toss off” de-
tailed directions about what
kind of seat covers to buy for
company-owned Chevrolets.

“He was a nut,” Ramo said.
Ramo left Hughes in 1953

and formed what became the
predecessor for TRW after the
Defense Department grew
wary about contracting sensi-
tive military work to the ec-
centric Hughes. That same

year, the Eisenhower admin-
istration bypassed big de-
fense contractors and asked
Ramo and his Caltech class-
mate Dean Everett
Wooldridge, the “W” in TRW,
to lead the development of the
intercontinental ballistic
missile.

Ramo remained influen-
tial even as he neared 90 and
became the unlikely match-
maker for one of the biggest
mergers in the defense in-
dustry. In 2002, Northrop
Grumman Corp. acquired
TRW for $7.8 billion after

Ramo prodded Northrop’s
top executives, who had pre-
viously worked at TRW and
were Ramo’s proteges, to buy
their former employer.

In 2013, at age 100, he re-
ceived Patent No. 8606170B2
for a computer-based learning
invention — becoming the old-
est person at the time to re-
ceive a patent.

Throughout all his accom-
plishments, Ramo kept a bit-
ing sense of humor. It was
during the ICBM’s develop-
ment in the late 1950s that he
became legendary for capsu-
lizing complex ideas into off-
the-cuff witticisms.

When the United States’
first ballistic missile rose
about 6 inches above the
launch pad before toppling
over and exploding, Ramo
turned to an Air Force general
and said: “Well, Benny, now
that we know the thing can
fly, all we have to do is im-
prove its range a bit.”

The same knack for witty,
light-hearted observations
showed up in many of Ramo’s
writings. He wrote and co-
wrote 62 books on diverse
subjects, including a guide to
playing tennis that applied
Machiavelli’s treatise to beat-
ing an opponent and a text-
book on electromagnetic
fields, which has sold over a
million copies and is used by
100 universities. In 2012, he
wrote a book about drones
and other battle bots titled
“Let the Robots Do the
Dying.”
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Simon Ramo, at age 101, the father of the U.S. ICBM program, holds a plaque that shows
the first page of his patent that was granted to him in 2013. Ramo died on June 27 at
age 103.

Alvin Toffler, ‘Future Shock’
author, adviser to leaders, dies
BY DAVID HENRY
BLOOMBERG

Alvin Toffler, the U.S. au-
thor whose visions of accel-
erating social change guided
Chinese leaders, American
politicians and business mo-
guls through the best-selling
books “Future Shock” and
“The Third Wave,” has died.
He was 87.

He died June 27 at his
home in Los Angeles, ac-
cording to a statement from
Toffler Associates Inc., the
Reston, Virginia-based con-
sulting firm he co-founded
with his wife, Heidi Toffler.
No cause was given.

Toffler wrote more than a
dozen books charting the
cultural shift from manufac-
turing-based economies to
those driven by knowledge
and data in the 20th century.
Working with his wife,
Toffler predicted the unfold-
ing of what he coined “the
Information Age” and be-
came a guru of sorts to world
statesmen.

“Nobody knows the fu-
ture with certainty,” he said
in an interview with China’s
People’s Daily newspaper in
2006. “We can, however,
identify ongoing patterns of
change.”

China’s Zhao Ziyang, Sin-
gapore’s Lee Kuan Yew and
South Korea’s Kim Dae-jung
tapped his views as Asia’s
emerging markets increased
in global significance dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s.

In 1994, House Speaker
Newt Gingrich urged mem-
bers of Congress to read
Toffler’s latest book, “Cre-
ating a New Civilization.”
Toffler’s works also influ-
enced Mexican billionaire
Carlos Slim, who became
the world’s richest person
and a friend of the writ-
er’s, according to a 2007
article in the Wall Street
Journal. More than 15 mil-
lion copies of “Future
Shock” have been sold, ac-

cording to the Tofflers’
website.

Toffler’s impact may be
most evident in China. In
2006, the Communist Party
named him to a list of 50
foreigners who significantly
influenced the country in re-
cent centuries. “The Third
Wave,” published in 1980,
was a best-seller in China,
and a video version, pro-
duced by Heidi Toffler, was
distributed to schools na-
tionwide. The couple said
both were pirated, so they
didn’t earn any royalties.

“Future Shock,” published
in 1970, described society’s
development as a series of
waves, from the agricultural
revolution of the Neolithic
Age to industrialization in
the 18th century to the Infor-
mation Age since the 1950s.
After “The Third Wave,”
“Powershift” in 1991 com-
pleted the trilogy, examining
how knowledge became the
main means of gaining
power and wealth, present-
ing challenges for the nation-
state and opportunities for
corporations. Toffler fore-
cast that humans would be
overwhelmed by the pace of
change in everything from
technology to politics.

Alvin Eugene Toffler was
born Oct. 4, 1928, in New
York to Sam and Rose
Toffler, immigrants from
Poland.

He studied English at
New York University, where
he met Adelaide Elizabeth
Farrell, known as Heidi,
who was starting graduate
linguistics study. They
dropped out and moved in
1950 to Cleveland, where
they married and became
factory workers. He was a
millwright and welder,
while she was a union shop
steward in an aluminum
foundry, according to their
website.

Toffler then worked for a
newspaper backed by the In-
ternational Typographical

Union, followed by a stint as
Congress and White House
correspondent for a Penn-
sylvania newspaper, the
York Gazette and Daily. Re-
turning to New York, Toffler
joined Fortune as its labor
columnist before writing
about business and manage-
ment for the magazine.

After leaving Fortune in
1961, he wrote a paper on the
social and organizational
impact of computers for IBM
Corp. He advised American
Telephone & Telegraph Co.,
now AT&T Inc., that the
company would have to
break up, more than a de-
cade before the government
forced it to, according to the
Toffler website.

The couple co-founded a
consulting firm, Toffler Asso-
ciates, in 1996. It helped clients
to “survive — and thrive — in
an environment of accelerated
change by creating agile and
adaptive organizations,” ac-
cording to its website.


