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omatic lumber. An enor-
mous computer numerical
control machine takes up
another corner, and fresh-
ly made clocks are propped
against free space on the
walls and situated in a ves-
sel on the floor.

The entire downstairs of
the household has been
converted to a workshop.
At first it was just the
home of Higgins Fabrica-
tion, where Keven Higgins
builds custom furniture.
Now the workshop also
houses Durum Tempus.

Before the two were
married, Tamzin Higgins
had never worked with
wood, but Durum Tempus
was able to get off the
ground quickly primarily
because of her husband’s
pre-established business
and the tools he already
had.

“It’s something that I
never thought of doing. It
was...” Tamzin Higgins
said, pausing briefly.

“Terrifying,” Keven
Higgins said, finishing her
sentence with a laugh.

“I had a lot of [hard-
wood] shorts that I didn’t
have anything to do with
and couldn’t bear to throw
away. And now she’s
grown it to the point where
we’re buying lumber spe-
cifically for the clocks,”
Keven Higgins said.

Tamzin Higgins has
only been making clocks
for about three months,
but the response she’s got-
ten from the community
for her unique product has
taken her by surprise.

“It’s taken off in a way
that I didn’t anticipate. I
think other people saw the
potential in it more than I
did,” she said. She won an
award Island Arts Associa-
tion in Bar Harbor in May
— the second craft fair she
attended.

Tamzin Higgins makes
her clocks with computer
software and a special
computer numerical con-
trol machine that had been
receiving only minimal
use by Keven Higgins be-
fore her venture.

The process begins
when she chooses wood for

the clocks, which is then
jointed, planed and glued
to ready it for new designs.

“[This one is] a solid
black walnut panel, and
this one on top is flame
birch,” Keven Higgins
said, displaying a particu-
lar clock in the works. “We
take a board that’s flame
birch and with a band saw
we slice these little thin
sheets off. Using a vacuum
press, [we] glue them down
to make this thin layer on
top. What she does is cut
through it, so you end up
with this high contrast
without paint or stain. All
it is is color contrast with
the two different species of
wood.”

From birdseye maple to
pine, walnut and flame
birch, they use high-quali-
ty, locally sourced wood
for the clocks Tamzin Hig-
gins designs. Particle
board and plywood are
never used in either of
their creations.

The CNC machine cuts
designs into the wood,
which Tamzin Higgins cre-
ates on special computer
software.

“We use a program

called Vectric, and you can
import files from the inter-
net. I want to do more
hand-drawn stuff, but I
haven’t gotten to that
point yet,” Tamzin Hig-
gins said.

Keven Higgins called
the CNC machine a game-
changer for woodworking.

“They’re insanely pre-
cise down to thousandths
of an inch. It allows you to
do things you used to have
to apprentice for 20 years
to learn,” he said.

The clock is then care-
fully sanded and finished
with lacquer.

Tamzin Higgins gener-
ally uses images from the
public domain when she
creates her designs, but
sometimes special licens-
ing is required so she can
make a clock with a par-
ticular pattern.

“Some things we have to
license. The Acadia one is
a good example. Friends of
Acadia owns that logo, so
we licensed it through
them. It’s a limited run,
and a portion of the pro-
ceeds goes to those guys,”
Tamzin Higgins said. She
made a special clock for

the national park’s centen-
nial to be auctioned off at
an event, but the clock was
so desirable that she de-
cided to make others for
sale.

The entire process var-
ies depending on the size
of the clock and complexi-
ty of the design, but it gen-
erally takes about a day of
work to make one from
start to finish. The clocks
vary in design, from pat-
terns of the earth and
moon to trees with falling
leaves and even maps of
the earth. They vary in
price but generally fall in
the $75 to $200 range.

Tamzin Higgins is look-
ing to expand locations
where her clocks are of-
fered, but they can be
found at The Not So Empty
Nest in Bangor. They also
will be available at Venn +

Marker in Bath, which is
aiming to open at the end
of July, and the Light-
house Arts Center in Buck-
sport, which is opening in
mid-August.

She also sells at Maine
craft fairs, including the
Southwest Harbor Flamin-
go Festival on July 16 and
17, the United Maine
Craftsmen craft fair at the
Cumberland Fairgrounds
from Aug. 11 to 14, the Is-
land Arts Association craft
fairs in Southwest Harbor
on Aug. 21 and Bar Harbor
on Sept. 3 and 4 and the
United Maine Craftsmen
craft fair in Westbrook on
Sept. 10.

Tamzin Higgins said she
has plans to attend school
in the fall for business
management but will con-
tinue to make clocks until
she receives her degree

and decides what to do
from there. She said pur-
suing her education will
help both businesses, be-
cause she said her hus-
band would rather be
building than dealing with
administrative chores.

“If someone told you a
year ago you were going to
a professional woodwork-
er, I don’t think you would
have believed them,”
Keven Higgins said.

Tamzin Higgins agreed.
But for now, a wood-

worker is exactly what she
is.

Celebrate theknown,unknownatMaine filmfest
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Every year, the Maine
International Film Festival
brings together film con-
noisseurs, screening mov-
ies from far and wide (and
local, of course) while pre-
senting opportunities to
engage with filmmakers,
screenwriters and actors in
a way that isn’t necessarily
possible for the other 355
days of the year.

This year, for example,
the festival will bring re-
nowned Irish actor Gabriel
Byrne (“The Usual Sus-
pects,” “Miller’s Crossing,”
“Stigmata”) to Waterville,
as well as Academy Award-
winning writer-director
Robert Benton. The breadth
of talent honored at MIFF
year after year speaks to
the quality of the festival,
character of those who put
it together and, ultimately,
the dedication of the festi-
val-goers who keep it alive.

I would be lying if I
didn’t say I will be a little
bit starstruck to see and
hear Byrne speak after a
screening of 1995’s “The
Usual Suspects,” or Benton
field questions about
“Kramer vs. Kramer” or
“Bonnie and Clyde.” It’s no
exaggeration when I say,
for many Mainers (myself
included), those moments
may very well be once-in-a-
lifetime connections with
professionals who have
performed at a ridiculously
high level in the medium in

which we’ve all fallen in
love. Those moments un-
doubtedly will stay with
festival-goers for the rest of
their lives, though there’s
another allure to MIFF, or
any film festival for that
matter, that I simply refer
to as “Navigating the Un-
known.”

Like any film festival,
the audience is aware that
each film has to pass some
sort of muster — in this
case it’s the seasoned and
trusted eye of program-
ming director Ken Eisen —
but we never truly know
which films will speak to
us more than others until
the end credits start roll-
ing. How do we find, say,
A.J. Edwards’ “The Better
Angels” (MIFF 2014) or
Aleksei Fedorchenko’s po-
etic “Silent Souls” (MIFF
2011) amid a sea of others
that, for all we know, might
be just as good?

The answer is simple.
We don’t.

So, in addition to attend-
ing screenings of “Blood
Simple,” any film starring
Gabriel Byrne or written
by Robert Benson, and of
course, “Footloose,” here’s
a list of five films that I will
for sure check out at this
year’s Maine International
Film Festival, and the rea-
soning behind my choices,
which I assure you, will
likely be as arbitrary as
anyone else’s. Sometimes
you just have to take a shot
in the dark and hope for
some cinematic magic.

1. “Little Men”: Directed
by Ira Sachs (“Love is
Strange”), “Little Men” has
landed the coveted closing
night spot of MIFF’s pro-
gram, which, generally
speaking, indicates that
it’s a high-profile title. Be-
yond that, however, the
film, starring Greg
Kinnear, Jennifer Ehle and
Alfred Molina, premiered
at Sundance and has gone
on to garner strong buzz in
the indie film world. Now
we have the chance to see it
in Maine before its Aug. 5
theatrical release. A vague,
unjust summary of the film
reads like this: “Little

Men” is a very humane
story of two young friends
in Brooklyn whose com-
panionship is tested when
their parents enter a dis-
pute over the lease of a
dress shop. (7 p.m. Sunday,
July 17)

2. “My King” (aka “Mon
Roi”): Vincent Cassel and
Emmanuelle Bercot, who
tied for Best Actress at the
2015 Cannes Film Festival,
star in this surprisingly
intense-looking French
drama from Maiwenn, the
blue opera singer from
“The Fifth Element” who
has become an accom-
plished French filmmaker.

After a serious skiing acci-
dent, Tony (Bercot) reflects
on her volatile roller coast-
er of a relationship with
Georgio (Cassel) while in
rehab. With all the acco-
lades earned by these two
performances, it’s on my
must-see list. (9:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 9, and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 10)

3. “Five Nights in
Maine”: Filmed in Maine,
Maris Curran’s first fea-
ture stars David Oyelowo
(coming off his breakout
role in “Selma”) as a man
grieving after the loss of
his wife in a car accident.
He journeys to Maine, hop-

ing to find some kind of
answers by confronting his
estranged mother-in-law
(two-time Oscar winner Di-
anne Wiest). The actors in-
volved, and a general curi-
osity for movies made in
Maine, will likely make
this a popular choice
among festival-goers. (6:30
p.m. Saturday, July 16, and
12:30 p.m. Sunday, July 17)

4. “The Great Game”
(aka “Le Grand Jeu”):
What’s that, you say? A
French political thriller
about a ghost writer? I’m
sold. And it stars Clemence
Poesy, best known in
America as Fleur Delacour
in the “Harry Potter” se-
ries? Doubly sold. (9:15 p.m.
Thursday, July 14, and 6:30
p.m. Saturday, July 16)

5. “Chimes at Midnight”:
Having never seen Orson
Welles’ Shakespearean ad-
aptation, there’s absolutely
no chance I’m going to miss
the opportunity to see it for
the first time on the big
screen at MIFF. It may not
be an “unknown” for many
festival-goers who are fa-
miliar with the roughly
50-year-old film, but for me,
it’s new territory. (9:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 12, and 3:30
p.m., Sunday, July 17)

For information on the
Maine International Film
Festival, visit www.miff.org.
For 140-character reviews
of films screening at MIFF
and other updates on the
festival, follow Joel on
Twitter: @JoelCrabtree.
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Greg Kinnear and Jennifer Ehle in”Little Men,” a Magnolia Pictures release.
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Different hardwood clocks (top) made by Tamzin Higgins and varieties of hands (bottom)
are stacked up in her office.
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Hardwood clocks made by Tamzin Higgins.

Ham supper slated
in Cherryfield

CHERRYFIELD — A ham
supper will be held at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday, July 13, at
Cherryfield Congregational
Church Fellowship Hall,
River Road.

Doors open at 5 p.m. Pric-
es are $9 for adults, $4 for
children.

LambHouse shelter
open hours in July

CHERRYFIELD — Lamb
House, an emergency family

shelter serving the towns of
southwestern Washington
County, will hold an open
house 9 a.m.-noon Saturday,
July 23, at 4 River Road, next
door to the First Congrega-
tional Church.

The house will be open for
tours, information will be
available and there will be
light refreshments.

Bangor High Class
of 1943plans reunion

HAMPDEN — Bangor
High School’s Class of 1943
and friends will hold their
annual luncheon at noon

Wednesday, Aug. 17, at An-
gler’s Restaurant, 91 Cold-
brook Road.

No reservation is neces-
sary.

For information, call
Grace Treworgy at Bangor
Neon, Monday through Fri-
day, 947-2766.
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