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obituaries
Kenny Baker, actor behind R2-D2 in ‘StarWars,’ dies
THE WASHINGTON POST

Kenny Baker, who played
the “Star Wars” droid R2-D2
— one of the most beloved
characters in the space-op-
era franchise — died Aug. 13
in Preston, England. He was
81.

Baker’s nephew and care-
giver, Drew Myerscough,
said he found Baker dead
Saturday at his home in
Preston, in northwestern
England.

Myerscough told Brit-
ain’s Sky News that Baker
had dealt for years with
breathing problems, “which
he had borne very bravely.”
He said the affection of “Star
Wars” fans around the
world “kept him going, with-
out any doubt.”

“He was amazed that,
even after 30-odd years, the
fans still basically adored
him,” Myerscough said.

Baker’s agent, Johnny
Mans, confirmed the death.

“Kenny was truly a great
friend, one of the nicest guys

you could ever wish to meet
and a fabulous and talented
performer,” Mans wrote in
an email to the Los Angeles
Times. “He was a one-off.

There will never be another
Kenny Baker.”

The British actor, who
was 3-foot-8, first played the
plucky droid in George Lu-
cas’s 1977 blockbuster “Star
Wars,” and he reprised the
role in two sequels, “The
Empire Strikes Back” and
“Return of the Jedi,” and
three prequels.

Emitting a never-ending
stream of beeps and boops,
R2-D2 was both a comic foil
to his uptight counterpart,
C-3PO, played by Anthony
Daniels, and a key player in
the Rebel alliance’s fight
against the Empire, serving
as a trusty courier of secret
messages.

Baker, who before “Star
Wars” worked as a circus
performer and was part of a
comedy troupe called the
Minitones, endured stifling
temperatures to squeeze
himself inside the droid cos-
tume.

“The problem was we had
to get someone inside it,”
“Star Wars” art director Les-

lie Dilley, who helped design
R2-D2, said in 2007. “I eventu-
ally ended up with Kenny
Baker, who was small with
upper-body strength. Kenny
didn’t want to do this job. He
and his buddy were on a tal-
ent show on TV. … I had to go
around to his house and per-
suade him.”

Kenneth George Baker
was born Aug. 24, 1934, in
Birmingham, England.

In addition to the “Star
Wars” films, Baker ap-
peared in the 1980 science-
fiction film “Flash Gordon”
and director Terry Gilliam’s
1981 fantasy film “Time Ban-
dits,” and more dramatic
films such as “Amadeus”
and “The Elephant Man.”

But it was the role of
R2-D2 for which Baker re-
mained best-known. Baker
was a consultant on last
year’s “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens,” and he attended
the film’s London premiere.

Baker’s wife, Eileen, died
in 1993. The couple had two
sons.
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An R2-D2 model seen at the EMMC cafeteria in March
2010.
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Kenny Baker who plays R2-
D2 arrives at the European
premiere of “Star Wars, The
Force Awakens” in Leices-
ter Square, London, in 2015.

RichardHolland, who paired Buffett withMunger, dies at 95
BY LAURENCE ARNOLD
BLOOMBERG

Richard Holland, the Ne-
braska advertising execu-
tive who helped link up one
of the great partnerships in
business history, the one
between Berkshire Hatha-
way Inc. Chairman Warren
Buffett and his deputy,
Charles Munger, has died.
He was 95.

He died Aug. 9 at his home
in Omaha after a brief ill-
ness, according to a news re-
lease from Omaha Perform-
ing Arts, one of the many
local groups he supported.

“He was a wonderful
friend and partner for 60
years and an outstanding
citizen both in respect to
local and national activi-
ties,” Buffett said in an
emailed statement.

As one of Buffett’s earliest
investors, Holland reaped
gains that made him and his
wife, Mary, among Omaha’s
wealthiest people and most
generous philanthropists.
While their net worth wasn’t
public, their private charita-
ble foundation reported as-

sets of $158.8 million in 2014.
“We’re lucky as hell.

That’s all there is to it,” Hol-
land said, according to a 1998
article in the Omaha World-
Herald, which since 2011 has
been owned by Berkshire-
Hathaway.

Holland’s precise role in
the introduction of Buffett
and Munger in 1959 was a
matter of some dispute.

According to Buffett biog-
raphers Roger Lowenstein
and Alice Schroeder, Buffett
and Munger first met at a
lunch in a private room at
the Omaha Club, arranged
by mutual acquaintances
Neal Davis and his brother-
in-law, Lee Seeman.

“The next night, they were
reunited at Dick Holland’s, a
mutual friend’s, and talked a
blue streak,” Lowenstein
wrote in “Buffett: The Mak-
ing of an American Capital-
ist” published in 1995.

But Holland, in a self-pub-
lished 2011 memoir, said he
believed the meeting at his
house was the first, not the
second, between Buffett and
Munger.

He wrote that he had in-

vited Munger, a friend from
childhood who was in town
visiting his mother, to join
him, Buffett and some others
for dinner.

“When I introduced Char-
lie and Warren, I’m certain
they met as strangers,” Hol-
land wrote, according to the
World-Herald. He recalled
Buffett and Munger spend-
ing the evening talking in-
tensely.

“That’s why I always
thought that I introduced
them,” Holland wrote. “They
sure as hell acted like people
who’d never known each
other. But some people in
Omaha, of course, have other
memories. I’m not going to
argue. That’s a story. And a
story that happened in our
living room. I always felt aw-
fully good about it. They
were two great people who
were going to make a differ-
ence in the world.”

Carol Loomis, the Fortune
magazine writer and Buffett
friend who edited his annual
letters to Berkshire Hathaway
shareholders, wrote in “Tap
Dancing to Work,” her 2012 col-
lection of articles on Buffett:

“The matchup of Warren
Buffett and Charles Munger
is regarded as so perfect — so
impossible to imagine not
happening — that two differ-
ent Omahans claim they
made the introduction.”

“This argument,” she
added, “will not be settled
here.”

Richard Dean Holland
was born in Omaha on July
2, 1921, one of four children
of Edward Lewis Holland
and his wife, Ellen Dean
Holland. His father worked
as advertising director for
Orchard and Wilhelm Fur-
niture before opening his
own agency.

Richard Holland initially
charted a different course,
studying chemistry at what
was then called Omaha Uni-
versity. After serving in the
U.S. Army’s Chemical Corps
during World War II, he re-
turned to school and studied
art, graduating in 1948 and
going to work at his father’s
firm. He helped establish the
Omaha-based advertising
agency Holland, Dreves,
Reilly, retiring in 1985.

Holland met Buffett in

the late 1950s, when Hol-
land served on the credi-
tors’ committee of a bank-
rupt client and Buffett was
recommended to manage
the bankruptcy workout,
according to Lowenstein.
Against the advice of mem-
bers of his family, Holland
invested with Buffett in
1961, Schroeder wrote in
“The Snowball: Warren
Buffett and the Business of
Life,” published in 2008.

“I convinced my wife,
who had a little money, to
put some with Warren,”
Holland told Eric Weiner
for “What Goes Up,” his
2005 book. “I think about
that a lot because if I’d
failed at that and given her
bad advice, I would’ve been
in trouble. Then a little
later, I went through the
trouble of borrowing on my
life insurance to put some
of my own money with War-
ren. Over the years, we
gradually put in more be-
cause he just kept doing bet-
ter and better.”

With his wife, the for-
mer Mary McArthur, who
died in 2006, Holland be-

came a leading patron of
cultural institutions in
Omaha. The Holland Per-
forming Arts Center
opened in 2005. The Hol-
land Computing Center,
housing one of the world’s
most powerful supercom-
puters, opened in 2007 on
the Omaha campus of the
University of Nebraska.

A self-described “liberal
Democrat in the reddest red
state in the union,” Holland
also focused on giving to pro-
grams to alleviate poverty
and to help children.

He said of his wealth in
2013, according to the World-
Herald:

“I’m trying to get rid of it.
I always tell people I gave up
on the idea of buying a cha-
teau in the south of France
long ago. That sort of thing
doesn’t appeal to me.”

Survivors include three
daughters, Barbara Kral,
Mary Ann Holland and
Nancy Christie, five grand-
children and one great-
grandchild. His son, Rich-
ard Jr., who was known as
Dean, died in a car crash at
age 20.

Greenland sharkmay live 400 years
BY WILL DUNHAM
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — The
Greenland shark, a big and
slow-moving deep-ocean pred-
ator that prowls the frigid wa-
ters of the Arctic and North
Atlantic, can claim the dis-
tinction of being the planet’s
longest-living vertebrate,
with a lifespan perhaps reach-
ing about 400 years.

Its extremely sluggish
growth rate, about four-tenths
of an inch per year, had already
tipped off scientists that it lived
a very long time, and research
published on Thursday calcu-
lated the Greenland shark’s
lifespan for the first time.

Danish marine biologist
Julius Nielsen said radiocar-
bon dating that analyzed the
shark’s eye lens found that
the oldest of 28 sharks studied
was likely about 392 years old,
with 95 percent certainty of
an age range between 272 and
512 years.

Females astoundingly did
not reach sexual maturation
until they were at least 134
years old, Nielsen said.

The Greenland shark, up to
about 18 feet long, is among
the largest carnivorous
sharks.

Nielsen, a University of Co-
penhagen doctoral student
who led the study published
in the journal Science, said
the findings should bring this

shark much-deserved respect.
“This species is completely

overlooked, and only a few
scientists in the world are
working with this species,”
Nielsen said.

“Our findings show that
even though the uncertainty
is great that they should be
considered the oldest verte-
brate animal in the world,”
Nielsen added.

Nielsen said the vertebrate
with the longest-known lifes-
pan until now was the bow-
head whale, topping 200 years.

Greenland sharks have a
plump elongated body,
round nose, relatively small
dorsal fin, sandpaper-like
skin and gray or blackish-
brown coloration. They are
slow swimmers and are
nearly blind, but are capable
hunters, eating fish, marine
mammals and carrion.

They are known to be rela-

tively abundant throughout
the North Atlantic and Arctic,
particularly from eastern
Canada to western Russia.
They occasionally are spotted
by deep-sea robotic subma-
rines at latitudes further
south, such as in the Gulf of
Mexico. They have been ob-
served in depths down to 1.4
miles.

“They may widely inhabit
the deep sea, potentially liv-
ing anywhere water tempera-
tures are below about 41 de-
grees Fahrenheit,” said Aus-
tralian Institute of Marine
Science marine biologist
Aaron MacNeil, who was not
involved in the study.

MacNeil said the study did
an admirable job of tackling a
difficult matter but ques-
tioned an element of the dat-
ing analysis and said the esti-
mate of a roughly 392-year-old
shark “seems high to me.”
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A Greenland shark swims near the surface after its release from the research vessel
Sanna in northern Greenland.
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A 2-meter-long Greenland shark female seen off south-
western Greenland.

Woman dies after being struck by car in Scarborough

BY STEPHEN BETTS
BDN STAFF

SCARBOROUGH — A
woman was struck and
killed Friday evening while
crossing busy Route 1.

The crash was reported at
5:44 p.m. on Route 1 in front of
the Downeaster Motel, accord-
ing to Scarborough police Sgt.
John O’Malley. The woman

was crossing Route 1 during
heavy rain and was not in a
crosswalk, O’Malley said.

Judith Schwerdtfeger, 76,
who was a resident of the
motel, was declared dead at
the scene shortly after the
crash.

The name of the driver
was not being released, the
sergeant said.

No charges were expect-

ed, according to officials.
Route 1 from Hannaford

Drive to Maple Avenue was
closed for about three hours.
The Maine State Police as-
sisted Scarborough police
with reconstructing the
crash as part of the investi-
gation.

CBS 13 contributed to this
report.


