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GREENE — Starting in
the sixth grade, Tyler Rose
would help his grandfa-
ther at the Sawyer Memo-
rial, vacuuming in the
stately old stone building’s
auditorium, mowing the
lawns outside, painting.

In May, its board voted
him president, his grand-
father’s successor. Rose, a
new college graduate, is
the 10th generation in his
family to grow up in
Greene.

Just 22, he’s tasked with
fulfilling a nearly 80-year-
old mission statement to
entertain people in town
with “clean, wholesome
pleasures.” It means book-
ing acts and programming
the venue’s free, twice-a-
month shows with an eye
toward what regulars want
to see and maybe — slowly
— adding a little youth to
the schedule.

For the new job, he had
to learn to use a typewrit-
er. For thank-you notes.

“It’s still way old-fash-
ioned up here,” said Rose,
giving a quick tour of his
office. “I kind of like things
that way, so that’s fine by
me.”

John Marshall Sawyer,
a wealthy businessman
who made his money out
West, built the Araxine
Wilkins Sawyer Memorial
Building in 1936 in honor
of his mother, who’d he’d
felt raised him right, Rose
said. He also wanted to
help his community.

Public performances,
two Fridays a month at 2
and 7 p.m., are paid for by
a foundation and endow-
ment Sawyer established.
Capital improvements and
general upkeep come from
donations.

The auditorium, with
antique wagon wheel
chandeliers and heavy,
dark wood everywhere,
seats up to 208 people.

Sawyer Memorial’s
schedule, which runs from
April to October, has fea-
tured fiddlers, magicians
and travelogues, narrated
pictures and journeys.
There’s an annual chil-
dren’s performance and
Rose has just started ex-
perimenting with showing
films.

The travelogues were

Rose’s favorite as a kid.
“To be able to see things

outside my immediate sur-
roundings is really cool —
wildlife, the cities,” he
said.

People regularly come
from as far as Rangeley for
the shows, many surprised
to find once they get here
that there’s no charge.

In his free time, Rose likes
to hike, snowmobile, relax
at Allen Pond and travel.

He graduated from the
University of Maine at
Farmington in May with a
degree in secondary edu-
cation to teach social
studies.

He plans to substitute
teach and might go into
teaching someday — for
the right job at the right
place.

“I love what I do here,”
he said. “It all depends on
where life takes me.”

He’s the building’s only
full - t ime employee.
There’s a time capsule-
feel to each of the rooms.
A kitchen downstairs, for
instance, is filled with
floor-to-ceiling cabinets
and a rounded, antique In-
ternational Harvester re-
frigerator.

“There’s a ton of work
to be done here and some-
times it can be over-
whelming,” Rose said.
“I’m the accountant, I’m
the landscaper, I’m the
janitor, and I’m the host
when we have a show.”

Rose said he really ad-
mires his grandfather,
Donald Rose. Doing this
now is part of striving to
be like him.

“Plus, being your own
boss is kind of cool, too,”
he said.
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WAYNE FRANK HARPER

PRESQUE ISLE - Wayne
Frank Harper, 80, passed

away Friday
September 4th,
2015 at The

Aroostook Medical Center in
Presque Isle due to compli-
cations arising from a long-
lasting heart condition.

He leaves behind his lov-
ing wife Sylvia (Quinn of
Glenburn) of 58 years and
his children and their spous-
es: Randall and Joyce Harp-
er of Presque Isle; Terrence
and Crystal Harper of Fort
Fairfield; Ellen Schneider of
Houlton; and David and
Seoyun Harper of West
Point, NY. He also leaves a
multitude of loving grand-
children, nephews, nieces as
well as many lifelong
friends.

Born to Elaine Peluso and
Frank W. Harper and raised
in Parkhurst Siding, Wayne
is survived by his sister
Irene Defont (Easton) and
brother Brian Harper (Cari-
bou). Wayne graduated from
the University of Maine
where he met his future wife
and entered upon a lifelong
career as an educator. His in-
terest in education propelled
him to be a teacher, princi-
pal, and director of adult and
of alternative education in
both Washburn and Presque
Isle from 1957 to 1997. Dur-
ing his time as a school ad-
ministrator, you would find
him in the hallways, on the
playground, and in the
classrooms...not in an office.

He was proud to serve in
the National Guard for 15
years with A Battery, 152nd
Field Artillery Battalion
where he rose to the rank of
Staff Sergeant, serving as
Chief of Section and making
lasting friends and creating
treasured stories.

Wayne led by example,
learned for fun, and made as
many memories as could be
experienced. Always re-
searching and preparing for
the next big adventure,
Wayne enjoyed camping lo-
cally and traveling the
world. His passion for histo-
ry would often surface on
these trips as he became an
impromptu tour guide for
family and strangers alike.

Wayne left behind some
personal notes, including a
"thank you" to the teams of
doctors and caregivers who
not only treated him with
compassion in these final
weeks, but allowed him to
live a full life after his first
heart attack over 20 years
ago. In those notes, he char-
acterized his wife and family
as the "joy of [his] life," and
wrote that could he do it
again, he "wouldn't change a
thing."

An extraordinary man
throughout his life, he will
be missed throughout ours.

A family graveside cere-
mony will be held Friday,
September 11th, 2015 at
12:30pm at Fairmount Ceme-
tery. Friends wishing to pay
their respects are invited to
attend a memorial service
and reception at Duncan-
Graves Funeral Home in
Presque Isle at 2:00pm. Do-
nations in lieu of flowers
may be sent to The Friends
Of Aroostook State Park/
Twin Peak Ski Association in
care of James Park, 58 Echo
Lake Road Presque Isle,
Maine 04769. Online condo-
lences may be expressed at

www.duncan-graves.com

GLORIA Z. ELLIOTT

BLANCHARD - Gloria Z.
Elliott, 88, died peacefully
September 4, 2015, at her
home in Blanchard, with
friends and family at her
side. She was born in Burn-
ham, January 24, 1927, the
daughter of Carroll and Iva
(Dunton) McAllister.

She was an LPN for many
years, helping others, al-
ways with a smile. She was
a caring person with a smile
for everyone that came
through the door. She en-
joyed fishing and camping,
and especially visiting with
friends. In recent years she
enjoyed watching the birds
in the feeders and loved rid-
ing in the jeep to camps at
Hussey and Hatch Falls.

She is survived by her
husband of 50 plus years,
Frank W. Elliott of Blanchard;
2 brothers, Robert McAllister
of Greenville and Roger
McAllister and his compan-
ion, Nancy of Clinton; step-
daughter, Annalee Libby and
her husband, Mike of Blan-
chard; a sister-in-law, Elaine
Grant of Blanchard; daugh-
ter-in-law, Veronica Reed of
FL; grandsons, Robert and
Ricky Reed of FL; several
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by
a son, Bruce Reed.

A special thank you to
Marsha, Sterling, Jim, Sue
and Chris for all the help and
support during Gloria's ill-
ness.

Friends may call from 6 to
8 PM, Tuesday, September 8,
2015, at Crosby & Neal, 21
Oak Street in Guilford.
Graveside services will be
held 11 AM, Wednesday, at
the Blanchard Cemetery in
Blanchard.

For an online guest regis-
ter, go to

www.CrosbyNeal.com.

MARIE STERN

HAMPDEN - Marie Stern,
87, passed away peacefully
in her home overlooking the
Penobscot River on Septem-
ber 5th 2015 after a coura-
geous battle with pneumo-
nia and paralysis from a ma-
jor stroke.

M a r i e wa s b o r n
September 10th 1927 in Bal-
timore, Maryland. The
daughter of William and
Josephine Peroutka. She at-
tended Notre Dame High
School and the College of
Notre Dame in Baltimore.
Marie began her career as a
blood analyst at South Balti-
more Hospital and gained
prominence as a food
chemist at McCormack and
Company where she was in-
strumental in developing the
original tartar sauce recipe
for McDonalds Corporation.
Eventually, Marie became a
food consultant while raising
three children; Jon, Cindy,
and Marty.

Marie and her husband
Norman Stern were married
October of 1978 and they
resided in Maryland and
Maine. Marie was a loving
wife, mother, grandmother,
and great grandmother. She
very much enjoyed spending
time with her family and
pets.

Marie will be remembered
for her many accomplish-
ments and pursuits. As an
emulsion specialist, she vol-
unteered for projects spon-
sored by IESC (a State De-
partment affiliated organiza-
t i on ) , i n deve l op i ng
countries and continents
such as Costa Rica, Domini-
can Republic, Mexico,
Columbia, Ecuador, Africa,
and Bulgaria. These special-
ized projects included teach-
ing the local population
about operating food pro-
cessing equipment, develop-
ing recipes and formulas,
and purchasing locally avail-
able raw materials. The fin-
ished products such as may-
onnaise, mustard, hot sauce,
and other condiments were
available on the local super-
market shelves in five
weeks.

In addition, Marie and her
husband were distinctive
members of the Appalachian

Trail Club of Maryland and
were caretakers of several
sections of the trail.

Marie and her husband
were avid travelers who did-
n't hesitate to venture to dif-
ferent parts of the world
such as Europe, Scandinavia,
South America, Africa, Israel,
Egypt, Russia, Germany and
Austria.

She spent the last three
and a half years of her life in
her home in Hampden,
Maine surrounded by en-
dearing and wonderful
friends, family and dedicated
nurses. She was an inspira-
tion to all for her modesty,
sense of humor, and care for
others. Marie will be deeply
missed with heartfelt love.

Marie is survived by her
husband, Norman Stern; her
brother, William Peroutka;
two children, Jon and Cindy;
one step son, David; five
grandchildren, Jamie, and
Jamie, Jeffrey, Brian and Eri-
ca, Elisabeth, and Jennifer;
two step grandchildren,
Rachael and Benjamin; one
great grandchild, Elija.

She was predeceased by
her mother and father; her
sister Josephine; and her
son, Marty.

Those who wish to re-
member Marie in a special
way may make gifts in her
memory to Beth Israel Syna-
gogue, 144 York St. Bangor,
or to a charity of their choice.

A funeral service will be
held 11 a.m., Monday,
September 7, 2015 at the
Jewish Funeral Chapel, 118
Center St. Bangor. Interment
will be at Beth Israel Ceme-
tery, Mount Hope Avenue.
Relatives and friends are in-
vited to share in conversa-
tion and refreshments at the
Family Reception Center of
Brookings-Smith, 163 Center
St, Bangor, following the in-
terment. A memorial visita-
tion will be held 5-7 p.m.
Monday, September 7, 10
a.m. -12 p.m. and 5-7 p.m.
Tuesday, September 8 and
Wednesday September 9 at
the Sterns home, 79 Sum-
mer Street, Hampden.

Condolences to the family
may be expressed at
www.BrookingsSmith.com.

Motorcyclist dies in
collision on Interstate
BY NICK MCCREA
BDN STAFF

FALMOUTH — A
21-year-old motorcyclist
died Saturday afternoon
after he slammed into the
back of an SUV on Inter-
state 295.

Alexander Small of Rich-
mond was riding his Ya-
maha motorcycle in the
northbound lanes of the in-
terstate near mile marker
11 around noon Saturday.
Witnesses said Small was
“operating [the motorcy-
cle] erratically at a high
rate of speed in and out of
traffic,” Maine Department
of Public Safety spokesman
Stephen McCausland said
in a news release.

Small approached a
Honda Pilot driven by Cary
Phoenix, 40, of Portland.
The Pilot had other three
passengers, including two
young children, according
to police.

Small failed to slow
down enough or turn to
avoid the Pilot, which was
in the travel lane, and
slammed into the rear
bumper of the SUV, accord-
ing to McCausland. Small
and his motorcycle then
struck the guardrail.

Small died at Maine
Medical Center in Portland
shortly after he arrived in
an ambulance. Police say
he was wearing a helmet.

A blood test is pending
for Small to determine

whether any intoxicants
were involved.

Police say there will be no
charges filed in connection
with the crash, as evidence
and witnesses indicated that
Small’s operation of the mo-
torcycle caused the crash.

The Maine Department of
Public Safety reported Aug.
3 that 17 people had died in
motorcycle crashes in
Maine since the start of the
year. There have been at
least four more fatal motor-
cycle crashes since then.
That’s more than three
times the six motorcycle fa-
talities during the same pe-
riod last year.

Follow Nick McCrea on
Twitter at @nmcrea213.

Annual Forestry
Field Day planned

BAILEYVILLE — The
61st annual Forestry Field
Day, a joint production of
Maine Tree Farm and
Small Woodland Owners
Association of Maine, 8:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 12, at Wayne Cole-
man’s Tree Farm on U.S.
Route 1.

Coleman is the Maine
Outstanding Tree Farmer
for 2015.

“The Forestry Field Day
is our largest outdoor
event of the year, and af-
fords the opportunity for
landowners to share expe-
riences and find out how
others deal with the chal-
lenges we all face as land-
owners,” Small Woodland
Owners Association of
Maine Executive Director
Tom Doak said in a press
release.

The day emphasizes sus-
tainable forestry practices
and the many ways land-
owners can enhance the

usefulness and enjoyment
of their property. This an-
nual event has attracted
up to 250 people in years
past.

Coleman and his family
have owned, managed and
cared for these woodlands
since 1985. They will host a
wide variety of events,
tours and talks during the
daylong program. Regis-
tration begins at 8:30 a.m.,
with coffee, snacks, infor-
mational brochures and
door prize tickets avail-
able. Program opens at
8:50 a.m., with remarks
from Small Woodland
Owners Association of
Maine and Coleman Tree
Farm representatives.

Program highlights in-
clude:

— Beekeeping 101, with
Barry Coleman

— Saving the monarch
butterflies, with the Cole-
man family grandchildren

— Forest inventory
plots, with Ronna Cole-
man, U.S. Forest Service;

— Small scale family
Christmas tree growing,

with Dave Rochester,
Maine Forest Service;

— How to prune apple
trees, with Pat Owen;

— Forest tree pruning
and crop tree manage-
ment, with Paul Miller;

— Restoration of the
American chestnut, with
the American Chestnut
Foundation;

— Bugs in the woods,
with entomologists from
the Maine Forest Service;

— Guided forest walks,
with foresters and Cole-
man family members on
oak regeneration; forestry
as Wayne Coleman does it;
and best management
practices/trail construc-
tion;

— Lunch speaker pro-
gram, including remarks
from Doug Denico, direc-
tor of the Maine Forest
Service; Paul Larrivee,
chair of Maine Tree Farm
Program; and Richard
Nass, president of Small
Woodland Owners Associ-
ation of Maine;

— Awards, raffle and
door prizes.

MOFGAworkshop
set for Sept. 9

Designed to augment
the on-farm learning of
the farm apprenticeship
program, Maine Organic
Farmers and Gardeners
Association’s Farm Train-
ing Project workshops fol-
low an informal format,
usually beginning with a
farm tour, followed by a
presentation on the topic
of the day.

Participants are invited
to stay for a potluck sup-
per. Bring a place setting
and a dish or something
fresh from the farm to
share.

All events start at 5 p.m.
and are held rain or shine.

They are free and open to
the public.

Upcoming workshop:
— Biodynamic farming,

5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 9,
Hope’s Edge Farm, Hope.

‘BeeWhisperer’ to
speak atmeeting

DEXTER — Penquis
Beekeepers’ monthly
meeting, 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 8, at the VFW on
Cedar Street in Dexter.

The guest speaker,
Peter Cowin “the Bee
Whisperer,” is going to
talk about fall manage-
ment.

Anyone interested is
welcome to attend. For in-
formation, call 997-3546.

Grad carrying on family tradition in Greene

DARYN SLOVER | SUN JOURNAL

Tyler Rose started as the president of the Sawyer Memori-
al in Greene the Monday after his graduation from the Uni-
versity of Maine at Farmington. Rose, 22, started helping
his grandfather care for the memorial building when Rose
was in the sixth grade.

Tyler Rose, 22, is
tasked with fulfilling
a nearly 80-year-old
mission statement to
entertain people in
town with “clean,

wholesome pleasures”


