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WASHINGTON — Securi-
ty is expected to be tight,
and delays extensive, as
President Barack Obama
and tens of thousands of peo-
ple attend the gala opening
Saturday of the National
Museum of African Ameri-
can History and Culture.

In addition to the presi-
dent and first lady Michelle
Obama, former President
George W. Bush and former
first lady Laura Bush will
join members of Congress,
the Supreme Court and visi-
tors from across the country
on the Mall.

Museum officials said
they expect about 20,000 peo-
ple to attend the opening
and related events.

Streets around the muse-
um, at 14th Street and Con-
stitution Avenue NW in
downtown Washington, will
be closed, and security ac-
cess points will be in place.

Parking near the site is
prohibited, and visitors are
encouraged to use the Wash-
ington, D.C., subway and
other public transportation.
The nearest subway stops
are Smithsonian and Feder-
al Triangle.

Security will be a “won-
derfully collaborative effort
with [the] Smithsonian,
with the Park Service, with
the Secret Service,” Found-
ing Museum Director Lon-
nie Bunch III said last week.

“We recognize that there
will be unprecedented
crowds and security,” he
said. “We feel very comfort-
able that we’ve got a process
in place to handle that.”

The event will pale in
terms of crowds beside
Obama’s first inaugura-
tion in 2009, which drew a
record 1.8 million people
to the Mall, and for the
visit of Pope Francis in
September 2015, which
produced one of the largest
and most complex security
cordons attempted in
Washington.

Still, Sgt. Anna Rose, a
spokeswoman for the U.S.
Park Police, which handles
security on the Mall, said,
“We expect to have quite a
few visitors.” She noted that
a festival connected to the
museum’s opening will have
“high attendance.”

Rose said police “at this

time ... do not have any cred-
ible threats, and no threats
that I know of, period.” She
said authorities have been
planning security for the
event for several months.

The outdoor ceremony be-
gins with a “gathering and
musical prelude” at 8 a.m.
The dedication of the newest
Smithsonian Institution
museum is set for 10 a.m.
The ceremony will be live-
streamed on the Internet at
nmaahc.si.edu.

Among other VIPs, Rep.
John Lewis, D-Georgia, a
veteran of the civil rights
struggle of the 1960s, and
Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts Jr., chan-
cellor of the Smithsonian,
are expected to attend the
dedication.

The museum opens to the
public at 1 p.m. But timed
passes are required, and, be-
cause of high demand, none
are available until Novem-
ber.

The free timed passes for
November and December
are available through the
museum’s website.

On Saturday the public
will not be allowed onto the
museum grounds, but can
watch from the grounds of
the Washington Monument
and on large television
screens.

Visitors will have to go
through security screening
checkpoints at 17th Street
NW, Constitution Avenue
NW, 17th Street SW and In-
dependence Avenue SW.

Items prohibited include
alcohol, ammunition, pets,
balloons, bicycles, fire-
works, guns, knives of any
type, folding tables, tents,
chairs, tripods, glass con-
tainers, soda cans, hard-
shell coolers, laser pointers,

pepper spray, scissors,
screwdrivers, razor blades
and needles.

Screening and bag checks
will also be in place for the
free music festival, “Free-
dom Sounds: A Community
Celebration,” on the grounds
of the Washington Monu-
ment, Friday through Sun-
day.

Festival entrances also
will be at 17th Street and
Constitution Avenue NW,

and 17th Street and Indepen-
dence Avenue SW.

On Saturday from 6 to 9
p.m, featured performers in-
clude Living Colour, Public
Enemy and the Roots. A host
of musicians, storytellers
and dancers will perform
throughout the weekend.

Artifacts from some of the
performers — Public Enemy
and jazz bassist Stanley
Clarke — are on display in-
side the museum.

Some streets may close
from 7 p.m. Friday through
10 p.m. Sunday. They in-
clude:

— Both directions of Con-
stitution Avenue from 12th
Street NW to 18th Street
NW. Traffic will be diverted
onto 12th, 17th and 18th
streets. The 12th Street tun-
nel will remain open.

— 15th Street from Penn-
sylvania Avenue NW to
Maine Avenue SW.

— 14th Street from Penn-
sylvania Avenue NW to In-
dependence Avenue SW. Ac-
cess to the Ronald Reagan
Building and International
Trade Center from 13th
Street NW.

— Madison Drive NW
from Seventh Street NW to
15th Street NW.

— Jefferson Drive SW
from Seventh Street SW to
15th Street SW.
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The strange case ofAdm.Yamamoto’s gold tooth
BY TED GREGORY
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Dick Portillo, as fast-food con-
noisseurs know, is the hot dog and
Italian beef king of Chicago, the
man who started his business in a
food trailer in 1963 and built it into
an empire of 38 successful diners
before selling it reportedly for
nearly $1 billion two years ago.

Isoroku Yamamoto is a venerat-
ed figure in Japan and a sinister
figure in U.S. history. As com-
mander of the Japanese navy be-
ginning in 1939, he opposed war
with the U.S. but dutifully orches-
trated the attack on Pearl Harbor
on Dec. 7, 1941.

Sixteen months later, Yamamo-
to was killed when U.S. pilots shot
down his plane. His death dealt a
catastrophic blow to the Japanese
psyche and war effort, and it was a
crucial turning point in the war.

In a safe in Portillo’s sleekly
appointed ninth-floor office is
what would be a most unlikely
link between the two men: a gold
tooth that may have been in Ya-
mamoto’s mouth when his plane
was attacked over Papua New
Guinea.

“I’ll do whatever it takes to find
out,” Portillo said one afternoon,
holding the gold tooth in his Oak-
brook Terrace conference room
while recounting his acquisition
of the incisor.

Portillo’s friends are making
contacts across the Pacific to de-
termine the tooth’s origin.

“And, if I can prove that to the
world, maybe there’d be a lot of
people interested in that. I think
there would be.”

Glint in thewreckage
How the founder of a Chicago

hot dog empire obtained the tooth
that may belong to one of the most
revered figures in Japanese histo-
ry starts with Portillo’s love of
World War II history.

A former Marine who served in
peacetime, Portillo, 76, has a
strong interest in the Pacific the-
ater of that conflict and has orga-
nized at least five group expedi-
tions to significant WWII sites in
the region.

One of those trips was in July
2015. Portillo had taken seven

other South Pacific history enthu-
siasts to the island of Bougainville
in Papua New Guinea, where a
friend’s father fought in the war.
Portillo had read that Yamamoto’s
plane had crashed on Bougainville
and pitched the idea of visiting the
site.

The eight explorers enlisted a
few local residents, hopped in two
trucks, crossed rivers and plowed
along a rutted, muddy road. Led by
machete-wielding residents clear-
ing the way, the group trekked
through knee-deep mud, harassed
by insects in the humid jungle,
Portillo and others on the trip re-
called.

About an hour and 45 minutes
after they’d started the trip, the
group arrived at the deteriorated
wreck of Yamamoto’s plane. One
of them, retired University of
Maine at Presque Isle professor
Anderson Giles, 67, crawled
through the fuselage.

When he emerged via the torn
front midsection of the plane,
Giles stepped in mud to the left of

the wreckage. Portillo was about
15 feet away.

“As soon as I did,” Giles recalled
in a phone conversation from his
home in Maine, “there was this
little glint that oozed up. I thought,
‘what was that?’ and I stepped
back and picked it up.”

Holding the tooth, Giles’ mind
raced through knowledge gleaned
from his nearly three decades of
research, documentary film work
and visits to more than 50 plane
wrecks in the region. He recalled
that Yamamoto was shot with a
large-caliber round in the jaw dur-
ing the attack, that he was seated
on the left of the aircraft and that
his body was found at the left front
of the plane.

“That’s what caused the bells to
ring in my mind,” Giles said.

The local clan owns the wreck-
age site, and the clan chief confis-
cated the tooth. Portillo, who’d
funded the trip, had to fund a sec-
ond one and buy the tooth.

Patricia Trowbridge, who’d
been on the 2015 expedition, re-
turned in May, met the chief on
Buka Island in Papua New Guinea
and purchased the tooth for
$14,000, Portillo said.

“If it comes to be true, it’s pea-
nuts compared to the value that I
would look at,” Portillo said in his
office. He pulled the tooth from a
tiny plastic bag in a prescription
medicine bottle that had been in a
soap tin. “If it doesn’t, you win
some and you lose some. I at least
had to find out, and in order for me
to find out if it was true, it’s going
to cost money.”

‘Colossus’ in Japan
As vilified as he may be among

some in the U.S., Yamamoto is a
beguiling and sympathetic study of
contrasts, historians say. He also
had two connections to Chicago.

While a student at Harvard in
1919-21, Yamamoto learned poker
and became an almost obsessive
and masterful player. In fact, one
historian reported that he used his
winnings to fund a hitchhiking
trip through the U.S.

And, in 1926-28, Yamamoto
served as a Japanese navy attache
in Washington, D.C., where he
gambled with U.S. military mem-
bers.

One of his Chicago connections
centers on another recreation he
enjoyed. In October 1934, during a
three-day trip to Chicago, Yama-
moto attended a football game in
Evanston between Northwestern
and the University of Iowa.

In Japan’s buildup to World
War II, he was a voice of modera-
tion who opposed aligning with
the Nazis, said Ian W. Toll, an
American historian and author of
two books on the Pacific in World
War II. Yamamoto warned that the
United States’ industrial strength
was formidable, even saying that
Japan would lose the war with the
U.S. if it lasted more than a year.

But, he was a dedicated military
man, and when other leaders
pushed for war, he followed their
orders to carry out his plans for a
crippling, pre-emptive strike
against the U.S. After the surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor, Yamamo-
to said he feared the Japanese had
awakened a sleeping giant.

Yamamoto’s other Chicago con-
nection is more ominous. Retired
U.S. Supreme Court Justice John
Paul Stevens, a Chicago native and
graduate of University of Chicago
and Northwestern’s School of Law,
worked on the Navy intelligence
unit that interpreted the coded
Japanese message about the com-
mander’s trip to Bougainville on
April 18, 1943.

The U.S. military used the mes-
sage to intercept and shoot down
Yamamoto’s plane.

“If it does prove to be Yamamo-
to’s tooth, I think that’s a fascinat-
ing and important story,” Toll
said. “Yamamoto is a towering fig-
ure in Japan, a colossus in Japa-
nese history.”

DNAmay hold key
Giles and Trowbridge have

taken the tooth or photos of the
tooth to three dentists, who veri-
fied it is a human tooth and said it
was removed by a violent act or
trauma. One dentist, Dr. John
O’Keefe, who had numerous
wealthy, adult Japanese patients
in the mid-1980s, said the contours
and design of the crown were very
similar to those of his Asian pa-
tients and common in Japan dur-
ing Yamamoto’s lifetime.

“I wish I could tell you conclu-

sively it was his,” O’Keefe said by
phone from his office in Twisp,
Wash., “but …”

Beyond those efforts, Giles and
Trowbridge are reaching out to
contacts in Japan and are working
with a U.S. research librarian who
has connections to WWII histori-
ans at Osaka University.

Complications stand in the way.
A total of 11 men were aboard Ya-
mamoto’s doomed plane, and their
bodies were found scattered
around the immediate area when a
recovery team reached the site
about two days later. Within a
couple of days of the recovery, Ya-
mamoto was cremated.

And, it’s unclear whether his
dental records exist, Japanese
naval historian Yukoh Watanabe,
author of a 2015 book on Yamamo-
to and director of a documentary
on the commander, said via email
from Yokohama City.

Watanabe also noted that the
official historical record of Yama-
moto’s body claims that he was
found virtually injury-free.

Butmanyhistoriansdoubt thecon-
clusion that Yamamoto’s body could
have been so intact and suggest Ja-
pan’s leaders propagated the story to
preserve Yamamoto’s warrior-god
stature and to minimize national
trauma over his death.

“I have to say that it is little pos-
sibility it belonged to Adm. Yama-
moto,” Watanabe wrote of the
tooth, adding that it likely be-
longed to someone else aboard the
plane. But, as a romantic of histo-
ry, he said, “I also hope the gold
tooth belongs to Adm. Yamamoto.”

At his office, Portillo said he
holds out hope that experts may be
able to extract DNA from a tiny
human tooth bit embedded in the
gold.

Before he placed the tooth back
in its plastic bag and into the pre-
scription medicine bottle then into
the soap tin, Portillo said he would
like to give it to the Japanese gov-
ernment. All he wants is to make a
documentary about his find.

“I don’t want to make any
money,” Portillo said. “I don’t care
if I keep the tooth, you know what
I mean? The value to me is the fun,
the experience of doing that, the
fact that I had a lot to do with it,
and history.”
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The Washington Monument rises behind the National Museum of African American History and Culture on the National
Mall in Washington last week. The museum’s official opening is Saturday.

ANDERSON GILES

Former University of Maine at
Presque Isle professor Anderson
Giles, who frequently travels to
significant World War II sites,
found a gold tooth during a 2015
expedition to the island of Bou-
gainville in Papua New Guinea
that possibly came from Japanese
Adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, who was
shot down over the island in 1943.

Museum’s opening to be high-security affair
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A traveling trunk used by George Thompson Garrison in
the Civil War is displayed at the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American History and Culture in
Washington.

Church plans public
baked bean supper

KENDUSKEAG — A
baked bean and casserole
supper will take place 4:30-6
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, at
Kenduskeag Union Church,
across the bridge from Route
15 in the center of town.

The menu will include pie
for dessert.

Cost is $7, $3 for children
under 12, free to children
under 5.

Spaghetti dinner,
auction in Bangor

BANGOR — Westgate
Center’s Walk to End Al-
zheimer’s Team will hold its
annual spaghetti dinner and
silent auction 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 29, at Ban-
gor Elks Club, 108 Odlin
Road.

Cost is $8, $6 for ages 12-18
and senior citizens, $4 for
children under 12.

Veazie Fall Pumpkin
andApple Festival

VEAZIE — The annual
Fall Pumpkin and Apple
Festival will be held 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1, at the
Veazie Church, 1404 State
St.

The event will feature
homemade apple and pump-
kin pies, breads and other
desserts. Have a cup of cof-
fee, try some delicacies and
take some home for supper.

Bean, casserole
supper inOrrington

ORRINGTON — A baked
bean and casserole supper will
be held 4:30-5:30 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 1, at East Orrington Con-
gregational Church, 38 John-
son Mill Road.

The menu will include
baked beans, casseroles, hot
dogs and homemade pie.

Cost is $7, $3 for children.

Bakesale, freeyard
saleatBrewerchurch

BREWER — A bake sale
and free yard sale will be
held 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 1, at Second Congrega-
tional Church, 607 Main St.

Proceeds from the bake sale
will benefit Brewer schools.

The yard sale features
free donated back-to-school
supplies and gently used
clothing.


