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obituaries

MURIEL A. LAPOINTE

FORT FAIRFIELD AND
EASTON - Muriel A. La-
Pointe, 88, went home to be
reunited with her husband
Jack and son Terry, Friday
evening September 25, 2015
at a Caribou healthcare facil-
ity, following a brief illness.
She was born October 26,
1926 in Fort Fairfield, the
daughter of Harden and Al-
ice (Lockhart) Oakes.

Muriel attended Fort Fair-
field schools and was mar-
ried to James E. "Jack" La-
Pointe on November 22,
1947. Muriel worked outside
of her home occasionally,
but most of her time was
dedicated to her family.
Many people will remember
her for her love of the Lord,
her independence and unbe-
lievable courage. Her family
was her life. She enjoyed
music, especially harmoniz-
ing with her children. She
and Jack owned and operat-
ed the Easton Center Store
for a number of years.
Muriel was best known for
her quick wit, instant come-
backs, and her ability to eat
a meal "very slowly". She
was the matriarch of Sister's
Bakery in Fort Fairfield,
owned an operated by her
daughters. The many fond
memories of trips to the
camp at Cross Lake, fishing
with Muriel and Jack, cook-
ing and baking, especially
homemade bread and
donuts fill her family's life.

In addition to her parents,
Muriel was predeceased by
her husband Jack on Febru-
ary 4, 1998; one son, Terry
LaPointe; one brother, Hollis
Oakes; one sister, Eloise En-
gler.

She is survived by two
sons and daughters-in-law,
Hollis and Bridget LaPointe
of Bennington, VT, Tylor and
Priscilla LaPointe of Presque
Isle; three daughters and
sons-in-law, Carla and David
Hayes of Easton, Heidi
James, Narda and Mark
Guiou, all of Fort Fairfield;
one brother and sister-in-
law, Dale and Shelia Oakes
of Vacaville, CA; one sister,
Maxine Leeper of Fort Fair-
field; thirteen grandchildren;
seventeen great grandchil-
dren; five great great grand-
children; numerous nieces
and nephews.

Friends may call Wednes-
day September 30, 2015
from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. at the
Giberson-Dorsey Funeral
Home, 144 Main Street, Fort
Fairfield. A private graveside
service will be conducted at
Riverside Cemetery, Fort
Fairfield. Those who wish
may contribute in memory
of Mrs. LaPointe to the
Maine Veterans Home, 163
Van Buren Road, Caribou,
Maine 04736. Envelopes will
be available at the funeral
home. Online condolences
may be expressed at

www.gibersondorsey
funeralhome.com

ELLEN JOAN GIFFORD

ORONO - Ellen Joan (Pel-
letier) Gifford, 88, died
September 26, 2015 at
Orono Commons. She was
born February 26, 1927 in
Old Town the eldest daugh-
ter of Emile and Frances
(Spruce) Pelletier.

Ellen resided in Orono the
majority of her adult life.
Ellen provided day care in
her home for many years.
She was admired by many
for her excellent and profes-
sional sewing and alteration
skills. She was employed at
the University of Maine and
worked as a library clerk at
the Fogler Library until her
retirement. She was fun lov-
ing and enjoyed the compa-
ny of her dear "knit-wits"
friends with whom she
would socialize, do crafts,
and play games. Sewing,
gardening, camping and
many family events were
among her favorite pas-
times. Ellen will be remem-
bered for her love of her chil-
dren and family.

She is survived by her
children John "Jack" Gifford
and his wife Lu of Bangor
daughter Mary Ellen Brooks
and her husband Brian of
Orono, and youngest daugh-
ter Sally Gifford Flanagan of
Portland; Ellen was blessed
with five wonderful grand-
children Melanie Brooks and
her husband Shane Perry,
Jennifer Brooks Sonnenberg
and her husband John,
Michelle Gifford Frederick,
Stephanie Gifford Spencer,
and Michael Gifford; seven
great grandchildren Ian, Ay-
da, Violet, DJ, Joe, Gage,
and Lexi; brothers Francis,
Paul, and Richard Pelletier
and a sister Nancy Pelletier
Dunn.

She was predeceased by
her husband Maynard in
2006, sister Anna Pelletier
Sucy and Robert Pelletier.

A very special and heart-
felt thank you to Phillips
Strickland House, Bangor,
where Ellen resided for two
years, Orono Commons
nursing home, Orono, and
Beacon Hospice, Bangor, for
their excellent care and pro-
tection.

Friends may call 6-8
Thursday at the Birmingham
Funeral Home 438 Main St
Old Town. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated
10AM Friday at Parish of the
Resurrection, Holy Family
Church, Old Town. Following
the service, all are invited to
the Parish Hall for a light
luncheon and continued fel-
lowship. Private burial will
be at Riverside Cemetery,
Orono. Memorial contribu-
tions can be made to the
Orono Public Library Foun-
dation, PO Box 308, Orono,
ME 04473

PAULA DAY JOHNSON

ORONO AND SWANS IS-
LAND - Paula Day Johnson,
72, died September 25, 2015
at a Boston Hospital. She
was born October 27, 1942,
in Caribou, daughter of
Arthur E. and Phyllis M.
(Day) Johnson.

Paula graduated from
Caribou High School. She
earned a Bachelor's degree
and Master of Social Work
degree from the University
of Maine. Paula married Sue
Estler, her partner of 25
years, on December 29,
2012, the first day same-sex
marriage was legal in Maine.
They lived in Orono and on
Swan's Island, Maine.

Paula was a social worker
with a passionate commit-
ment to her clients with
VISTA, Connecticut Family
Services, Maine Child Pro-
tective Services, and the Old
Town Schools.

Paula is survived by her
beloved wife, Sue Estler; her
sisters Pamela Schreiber,
Sandra Johnson, Karen
Johnson, and Judi McKee
and husband Ken; genera-
tions of devoted nieces and
nephews; and many loving
friends. She also left behind
her much-loved cats and
dogs. Paula was prede-
ceased by her parents and a
special aunt, Evelyn John-
son.

A service and reception in
celebration of Paula's life
will be held from 2 pm until
5 pm Saturday, October 3,
2015, at Buchanan Alumni
House, 160 College Avenue,
University of Maine, Orono.
Interment service is planned
for noon on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4, 2015 at Rose Hill
Cemetery on Swan's Island
ME. Gifts in Paula's memory
may be sent to the Swans Is-
land Ambulance Service, PO
Box 7, Swan's Island, Maine
04685 or the Animal Orphan-
age, 71 Airport Road, Old
Town, Maine 04468.

Arrangements in care of
Jordan-Fernald, 113 Franklin
St. Ellsworth. Condolences
may be expressed at

www.jordanfernald.com.

MARJORIE E. WARD

BANGOR - Marjorie E.
Ward, Maggie, lost her brief
battle with breast cancer on
September 26, 2015 sur-
rounded by family and
friends. She was born June
24, 1949 in Brewer, the
daughter of Phillip and
Leona Ward.

She graduated from Brew-
er High School in 1967. After
graduation Maggie moved
to Boston and for the next
20 years worked in the insur-
ance industry, most notably
with the Continental Insur-
ance Co and Sisson Weiner
Insurance Co. Maggie re-
turned to Bangor, Maine 15
years ago and had been em-
ployed by L.L. Bean for the
past 10 years.

She is survived by her
mother, Leona M. (York)
Ward; aunt, Judith I. (Ward)
Orcutt; siblings, Pamela M.
and husband, William B. Ca-
hoon, of Wallingford, Conn.,
Donald P. Ward and wife,
Pamela (Mangeot), of Fair-
born, Ohio, Ronald I. Ward
of Bangor, Thomas A. Ward
and wife, Karen (Harris), of
Bangor and Christopher A.
Ward and wife, Martha
(Neff), of Bangor; sister-in-
law, Susan (Pence) Ward of
Wichita, Kan.; many nieces,
nephews and cousins; dear
friends Marilynne and Alan
Goldman; Marian and
Michael Goode; former hus-
band Michael Aikens; and
her L.L. Bean family. She
was predeceased by her fa-
ther, Phillip Ward and broth-
er Dennis Ward.

The family would like to
express their gratitude to the
EMMC Hospice team, espe-
cially Heather for her ex-
traordinary care.

Donations may be sent to
the charity of your choice.
Condolences to the family
may be expressed at
www.BrookingsSmith.com.
A private memorial will be
held at a future date.

ISABEL ANNE HOLCK

NEW LIMERICK - Isabel
Anne Holck, 77, (also lovingly
referred to as "Pokey")
passed away Saturday
September 26, 2015 at a
Portland hospital. She was
born June 19, 1938, in
Millinocket, the daughter of
Wilbert and Dora (Durost)
Gagnon.

Isabel grew up in Houlton
and graduated from Houlton
High School in 1956.
September of the same year,
she married George Holck
with whom she would share
fifty nine years of marriage.
Isabel and George would
have four children; Kenny,
Diane, Roger, and Sandy.
She worked in the home
looking after the family as
well as helping George on
the farm. She enjoyed knit-
ting; making many socks and
mittens. She also enjoyed
her "soaps," visiting with
friends and her Sunday rides
with George. Isabel will be
remembered by her family
as being a very loving and
selfless lady full of patience,
humility, and always shar-
ing her quick wit. She was
very thoughtful and always
made a point of remember-
ing birthdays, special events
and anniversaries. People al-
ways felt welcome at her
home. Family visiting from
out of town would often stay
at their home.

Isabel leaves behind her
loving husband George of
New Limerick, three chil-
dren; Kenny of New Limer-
ick, Roger of Houlton, Sandy
Qualey of southern Maine,
three grandchildren; Corinne
Nadeau and her husband
Lucas of Houlton, Barat Qua-
ley of Albermarle, NC, Kee-
gan Qualey of Houlton, two
great-grandchildren; Felicity
and Maverick Nadeau both
of Houlton. She will also be
missed by three brothers;
Arnold and Ernest Gonya
both of Houlton and Joseph
Gonya of Monticello as well
as several nieces and
nephews.

In addition to her parents
she was predeceased by a
daughter Diane, and four
siblings; Donald Gagnon,
Myrtle Kino, Richard and
Roland Gonya.

Relatives and friends may
call from 12-1PM Tuesday
September 29, 2015 at the
Dunn Funeral Home 11 Park
St. Houlton where funeral
services will begin at 1PM
with the Rev. Wayne Robert-
son officiating. Interment
will follow at Evergreen
Cemetery, Houlton. Dona-
tions in Isabel's memory
may be made payable to the
American Cancer Society c/o
Dunn Funeral Home. Ar-
rangements by Dunn Funer-
al Home. Online guest book:

dunnfuneral.com.

DONALD M. HEATH JR.

CARMEL AND BREWER -
Donald M. Heath Jr., 54, re-
turned home to rejoin his
heavenly Father and his only
sibling to beat him in the
race to heaven, John Heath.
Donald was born November
21, 1960, in Island Falls.

Those who knew Don
know he was the kind of
man who would give you
the shirt off his back. If you
had a project that needed
completing, he was always
there. If you needed some-
one to talk to, he always lent
an ear. He was wise beyond
his years and had such a
gentle way sharing his wis-
dom with others. Through-
out life, Don faced many
challenges and he faced
each challenge with unwa-
vering faith; faith that in-
spired those around him;
faith that brought his loved
ones peace in the darkest
times; faith that the good
Lord's plans for him were
true and that each step he
would see him through, until
his time on Earth was com-
plete and then off to the
Heavens where he and his
Heavenly Father would final-
ly meet.

Don was a loyal husband
to his wonderful wife, Irene
(Qualey) Heath; dedicated
father to two fine young
men, Donald Robert Heath
who is engaged to Christine
Thoms, Lucas Heath who is
married to Jacinda (Brake)
Heath; a proud grandpa of
three cherished grandchil-
dren, Janaya, Anameca, and
Keenan Heath; his parents,
Donald and Doris (Blakely)
Heath; a sister, Lisa Heath, a
brother, Robert Heath, and
scores of nieces and
nephews who love him dear-
ly. Donald Heath you will for-
ever be alive in the hearts of
all you touched.

Relatives and friends may
call from 7-9 pm, Wednes-
day, Sept. 30, at the Brewer
Chapel of Brookings-Smith,
55 S. Main Street, Brewer. A
Funeral Mass will be held 11
AM, Thursday, Oct. 1, at St.
Paul the Apostle, St. Mary's
Catholic Church, 768 Ohio
Street, Bangor, followed by
the Rite of Committal at Mt.
Pleasant Catholic Cemetery.
Condolences to the family
may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

Mass. surfer dies
inKennebunk
By DoNNa Buttarazzi
York CountY CoaSt Star

KENNEBUNK — A 51-
year old Massachusetts
man died while surfing at
Gooch’s Beach Wednesday
afternoon, police said.

Police responded to
Gooch’s Beach at Narra-
gansett Point at 3:42 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 23 for a
report of a surfer in dis-
tress. Police Lt. Eric
O’Brien said that by-
standers had started ad-
ministering CPR to the
man by the time police
arrived. Once on scene,
O’Brien said police re-
sponders attempted to re-
suscitate the man using
an automatic external de-
fibrillator.

Kennebunk Fire Rescue
emergency personnel ar-
rived on scene and trans-

ported the man to the hos-
pital, where he later died.

Police do not know the
circumstances surround-
ing the man’s death, but
O’Brien said the Maine
medical examiner is con-
ducting an autopsy. He
said police are awaiting
the results, and they are
not releasing the man’s
identity pending notifica-
tion of family.

He said there were
other surfers in the water
on Wednesday, and called
the surf “moderate.”

“The surf was not larg-
er than normal. It was
enough for surfers to be
out there,” O’Brien said,
adding that there was no
rip tide.

Police believe this was
either an accident or a
medical issue, O’Brien
said.

JeremyTarcher, publisher of
NewAge bestsellers, dies at 83
By ElaiNE Woo
the LoS angeLeS tiMeS

LOS ANGELES — In the
early 1960s Jeremy Tarcher
packaged book deals for ce-
lebrities, which resulted in
such comical titles as “Phyl-
lis Diller’s Housekeeping
Hints” and Johnny Car-
son’s “Happiness Is a Dry
Martini.”

He might have continued
in that vein if he hadn’t
made a stop at the Esalen
Institute, the Northern Cal-
ifornia hub of “New Age”
thinking about human po-
tential, where figures like
Carlos Castaneda and Rollo
May were challenging con-
ventional ideas about the
workings of the mind and
body.

Undaunted by New York
publishers who thought
such ideas had marginal ap-
peal, Tarcher went on to
mine California’s counter-
culture for bestsellers,
bringing out such con-
s c i o u s n e s s - e x p a n d i n g
works as “Drawing on the
Right Side of the Brain” by
Betty Edwards and “The
Aquarian Conspiracy” by
Marilyn Ferguson.

“I published books I
cared about rather than
books people thought would
sell,” Tarcher told Publish-
ers Weekly in 2013. “But it
turned out that there were
thousands of readers out
there like me.”

Tarcher, a maverick pub-
lisher who specialized in
books about health and
human consciousness, died
Sunday at his home in the
Bel-Air neighborhood of

Los Angeles of complica-
tions from Parkinson’s dis-
ease. He was 83.

His death was confirmed
by his companion, Harriet
Stuart.

Tarcher had boundless
curiosity that “led him to
discover the most innova-
tive and exciting voices in
the field of human poten-
tial,” Joel Fotinos, who
heads the imprint that
began in the early 1970s as
J. P. Tarcher and is now
part of Penguin, said this
week. “Jeremy’s instinct
for upcoming trends in the
personal development
genres was unequaled.”

Born in New York on
Jan. 2, 1932, Tarcher grew
up in a prosperous family,
with his father the head of
an advertising agency and
his mother a lawyer. Every-
body liked to read except
for Tarcher, he later re-
called. He was rejected by
nearly every college he ap-
plied to, but his last choice
turned out to be a good one:
St. John’s College in An-
napolis, Maryland, known
for its “Great Books” cur-
riculum.

“I knew I had found a
very significant home
there,” he recalled in a 1982
interview with the Los An-
geles Times. “I would not be
what I am now, where I am
now, had it not been for St.
John’s.”

Before book publishing,
however, he worked in an-
other medium: television.

Starting in the mail room
at WNEW-TV in New York,
he worked his way up to
producer within a few

months. Later he was the
station’s public service di-
rector.

In 1957 he met Shari
Lewis, who was, by his rec-
ollection, already “the
queen of New York televi-
sion” with Lamb Chop, her
beloved puppet sidekick. He
and Lewis were married in
1958, and he went on to pro-
duce her Saturday morning
TV show for several years.

He turned to publishing
out of concerns about tying
his career to his wife’s
fame. One of his first suc-
cesses was the Carson book,
which became a bestseller
in 1965. Soon he was pack-
aging book deals for other
celebrities, including
Diller, Zsa Zsa Gabor,
Buddy Hackett and Joan
Rivers.

His visit to Esalen in the
late 1960s pushed him in a
new direction. Excited by
the whirlpool of beliefs and

practices he found in ses-
sions with figures like Tim-
othy Leary and Linus Paul-
ing, he tried to interest New
York publishers in books
about New Age topics.
Their lack of interest led
him to strike out on his
own.

His first hit was “Mother
Earth’s Hassle-Free Indoor
Plant Book,” published in
1973. His next major success
came from Edwards, a pro-
fessor at California State
University, Long Beach,
when Tarcher published
her “Drawing on the Right
Side of the Brain,” a 1979
bestseller that has sold
more than 3 million copies
and remains a classic guide
on enhancing creativity.

He approached Edwards
after reading an article she
had written for the Times.
At first she was reluctant
to give him the book manu-
script, which another pub-
lisher had rejected. “I told
him they turned it down
with such a savage letter
that I’m just discouraged
about submitting it again,”
she recalled Thursday. “He
said, ‘Oh, never mind,
come on in and see me.’ So
I did.”

Tarcher could have prof-
ited from publishing the au-
thors in his family. Besides
Lewis, a prolific writer of
children’s books, his sister,
Judith Krantz, was a queen
of the bestseller lists with
her novels “Scruples” and
“Princess Daisy.”

Lewis died in 1998. Be-
sides Stuart, he is survived
by Krantz; a daughter, Mal-
lory; and a grandson.

LoS angeLeS tiMeS fiLe | tnS

Jeremy Tarcher in August
1982.


