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obituaries
Death Notices

ASHBY, Ashley Dawn, 2 days old, Pembroke; at
Bangor, Sept. 7, 2015.
BOBRYK, Doralies (Libby) S., 102, Jonesport, Sept.
23, 2015. Service 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 3, at Community
of Christ Church, Jonesport. Bragdon-Kelley Funeral
Home, Machias.
CANDERS, Frederick A., 64, Greenville; at Greenville,
Sept. 30, 2015. Crosby & Neal, Greenville.
DAY, Geraldine Mary, 97, Madison, Wisc., Sept. 25,
2015. Service 11 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 1, at Our Lady
Queen of Peace Catholic Church, 401 S. Owen Dr.,
Madison, Wisc. Cress Funeral & Cremation Service,
3610 Speedway Road, Madison, Wisc.
DYER, Ruth Helen, 97, Bangor and Augusta; at
Bangor, Sept. 27, 2015. Service 10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 2,
at Maine Coast Baptist Church, 867 Bangor Road,
Ellsworth. Brookings-Smith, 133 Center St., Bangor.
HARDY, Malcolm D., 93, Hampden; at Bangor, Sept.
29, 2015. Hampden-Gilpatrick Chapel of Brookings-
Smith, 45 Western Ave., Hampden.
LAPIERRE, Michael J. Sr, 63, Pittsfield; at Bangor,
Sept. 28, 2015. Shorey-Nichols Funeral Home, Pittsfield.
MERFELD, Matt, 83, Augusta; at Augusta, Sept. 28,
2015. Service 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 10, at Castine
Cemetery, Castine.
PERRIN, Thelma Thomas, Sherman, Sept. 29, 2015.
Service 1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4, at Washburn Memorial
Church in Sherman.
RAYNOR, Michael Harold, 58, Lamoine; at Ellsworth,
Sept. 29, 2015. Acadia Burial & Cremation Direct, 248
State St., Ellsworth.
ST. PETER, Francis Cameron ‘Skip,’ 80, Millinocket;
at Portland, Sept. 29, 2015. Service 11 a.m. Monday,
Oct. 5, at Christ the Divine Mercy Parish, St. Martin of
Tours Catholic Church, 19 Colby St., Millinocket.
Lamson Funeral Home, 11 Tamarack St., Millinocket.
THOMPSON, Donald Arvah, 84, Molunkus Township;
at Bangor, Sept. 30, 2015. Service 2 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 3, at Lowell Community Center, West Old Main
Road, Lowell.
WEYMOUTH, Rita M., 73, Kenduskeag; at Bangor,
Sept. 28, 2015. Service 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, at the
Williams Cemetery, Bradford.

In Loving Memory Of
Our Mom

CHICKIE T. CHAPMAN

Oct. 2, 1932 - Oct. 15, 2009

Happy Birthday Mom.
We miss you.

Love, Toni, Terri and Tina

In Memoriam

DONALD ARVAH

THOMPSON

MOLUNKUS TWP - Don-
ald Arvah Thompson, 84,

passed away
Sept. 30, 2015,
in Bangor, with

his family close by. He was
born Sept. 8, 1931, in How-
land, to Maurice and Glenys
(Myrick) Thompson.

He served in the U.S.
Navy during the Korean War,
deployed on the USS Wasp.
He worked as an electrician
at Great Northern, Millinock-
et, for 33 years until his re-
tirement. He enjoyed being
in the outdoors and spend-
ing time with his family.

He was predeceased by 1
brother, 4 sisters and his
sons-in-law. He is survived
by his companion, Marlene;
his sons and their wives,
Gene and Maureen, Donald
and Daphne, Andrew and
Verbena; his daughter, Amy;
2 brothers and a sister. He
also leaves behind many
grandchildren and great-
grandchi ldren, several
nieces, nephews and
cousins who loved him very
much.

At Donald's request, there
will be no funeral. There will
be a celebration of his life at
the Lowell Community Cen-
ter, W. Old Main Rd., Lowell,
on Saturday, Oct. 3. at 2 p.m.

GERALDINE MARY DAY

MADISON, WI - Geraldine
Mary Day, age 97, of Madi-
son, passed away on Friday,
September 25, 2015, at the
Ellen and Peter Johnson
HospiceCare Residence.

She was born on June 21,
1918, in Bangor, Maine, the
daughter of Marion and
Samuel Desposito. Growing
up, she was such a gifted ac-
robatic dancer that the local
paper referred to her as
"Geraldine Desposito, Child
Wonder." For over twenty
years she was a much-loved
receptionist at the University
of Maine on both the Orono
and Bangor campuses,
where she met her husband,
Kenneth Day, marrying him
in 1976. After retirement, she
moved to Madison, WI,
where her favorite pastimes
became cheering on the
New England Patriots and
Green Bay Packers, fun-filled
trips to Ho Chunk Casino,
daily Mass on the EWTN
Network, and watching
Judge Judy. She was forever
optimistic, always smiling,
and greatly loved.

She is survived by her
husband Kenneth, daughter
Mary Holmes (Brian) of
Madison, son Joseph
(Joanne) of Bangor, grand-
children Eric Saindon,
Michael Saindon, and Au-
tumn Mayer, sister Carolyn
West, nieces Jocelyn Taylor,
Barbara Colley, and Chris-
tine Joyce, and five great-
grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial
was held at OUR LADY
QU E E N O F P E AC E
CATHOLIC CHURCH, 401 S.
Owen Drive, Madison on
Thursday, October 1, 2015 at
11:00 a.m. Burial followed at
Resurrection Cemetery.

Please share memories at
www.CressFuneralService.com

Cress Funeral Service
3610 Speedway Road, Madison

(608) 238-3434

ASHLEY DAWN ASHBY

PEMBROKE - Ashley
Dawn Ashby, 2 days old,
passed away Sept. 7, 2015, at
a Bangor hospital. She was
born Sept. 5, 2015, the
daughter of Sheldon and
Tina (Holland) Ashby of
Pembroke.

In addition to her parents,
she is survived by her sib-
lings, Austin, Aiden, Au-
tumn, Ace and twin brother,
Axel, all of Pembroke; grand-
parents, Cindy and Russell
Calder of Campobello, New
Brunswick, Donald Holland
Jr. of Pemobroke and Sally
Ashby of Roques Bluff; great
-grandparents, Marcia Snow,
Priscilla Small, Sheldon Ash-
by and Sally Holland, all of
Pembroke; many aunts and
uncles.

MALCOLM D. HARDY

HAMPDEN - Malcolm D.
Hardy, 93, died September

29, 2015, at the
Maine Veter-
ans ' Home,

Bangor. He was born April
22, 1922, in Bangor, the son
of Harold and Alice
(Dougherty) Hardy.

Malcolm was educated in
the Bangor Schools and
graduated from Bangor High
School, Class of 1940. He en-
tered the University of
Maine until being called
from the enlisted Reserves
in May 1943. Commissioned
at Ft. Benning on May 4,
1944, he served as a forward
observer for Cannon Com-
pany, 335th Infantry, 84th In-
fantry Division in Germany
and Belgium.

Returning from the war,
he completed his degree in
Civil Engineering. In 1956 he
formed his own construction
company, M.D. Hardy Inc.,
and was one of the first de-
sign-construct general con-
struction companies in
Maine. Always interested in
Industrial Development, he
built the first building in the
Perry Road Development
then adding 9 others and
constructed 9 buildings in
the Target Circle develop-
ment. As a general contrac-
tor, he built schools, office
buildings and commercial
projects from Portland to
Calais and North from Guil-
ford to St. Francis, until retir-
ing in 1986.

Malcolm was a member
of the United First Methodist
Church of Bangor, the Ham-
pden Kiwanis Club, serving
as President in 1962, Chair-
man of the Armco Dealer
Council for 4 years, member
and President of the Associ-
ated General Contractors of
Maine, and a member of The
Retired Officers Association.

Malcolm is survived by
his three sons, David, Timo-
thy and Jonathan Hardy; five
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Services will be private
for the family. A service of
the Hampden-Gilpatrick
Chapel of Brookings-Smith,
45 Western Ave., Hampden.

FREDERICK A CANDERS

GREENVILLE - Frederick
A. Canders, 64, died
September 30, 2015, at his
home in Greenville. He was
born in Greenville, June 9,
1951, the son of Anna (Can-
ders) Stafford.

Fred worked all of his life
in the woods, and enjoyed
hunting and fishing in the lo-
cal area.

He is survived by a son,
Jason Canders and his wife,
Elizabeth, of Greenville; a
daughter, Rebecca Gunnells
and her husband, Tony, of
Monmouth; 2 brothers,
Frank Stafford and his wife,
Roxanna, of Westbrook and
Jeffrey Stafford and his wife,
Kathleen, of Greenville; 2
sisters, Polly Sherman and
her husband, Eric, and Na-
talie Stafford and her com-
panion, Ron Leclair, all of
Greenville; 3 grandchildren,
Joshua, Kyle and Bristol;
several nieces and a
nephew; and his best friend,
Rinda Hanson of Greenville.

A graveside service will
be held at the Greenville
Cemetery at a time to be an-
nounced. Arrangements by
C r o s b y & N e a l ,
Greenville. For an online
guest register, go to

www.CrosbyNeal.com.

FRANCIS CAMERON

'SKIP' ST. PETER

MILLINOCKET - Francis
Cameron "Skip" St. Peter, 80,

passed away
Tuesday,
September 29,

2015, at a Portland hospital.
He was born June 20, 1935,
in Millinocket, the son of
Garfield and Catherine (Qua-
ley) St. Peter.

Cameron grew up in
Millinocket and was educat-
ed in Millinocket schools. He
served a tour of duty in the
U.S. Army immediately after
high school. Cameron
worked at the paper mill in
Old Town through several
owners, and retired in the
late 1990s. After retiring, he
returned to the Katahdin re-
gion to live. He loved fishing
and spending time at the
Lake. He belonged to the
Fin & Feather Club in
Millinocket and Donald Hen-
ry Post #80 of the American
Legion. Cameron also great-
ly enjoyed his time spent as
a member of the singing
group "The HasBeens" in
Millinocket.

He is survived by three
children, Jenny Shaw of St.
Augustine, Florida, Andrew
St. Peter of Greenbush and
Pam Sewitsky and her signif-
icant other, Kirk Small, of
Greenfield Township; nine
grandchildren, several great-
grandchildren; and several
nieces, nephews and
cousins. Cameron was pre-
deceased by a son-in-law,
Jerry Shaw; and his sister,
Veronica St. Peter.

Friends are invited to visit
with the family 6-8 p.m. Sun-
day, October 4, at the Lam-
son Funeral Home, 11 Tama-
rack St., Millinocket. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be
celebrated 11 a.m. Monday,
October 5, at Christ the Di-
vine Mercy Parish, St. Martin
of Tours Catholic Church, 19
Colby St., Millinocket, with
the Rev. Bruce Siket, pastor,
presider. Committal services,
with military honors, will be
held 1 p.m. Wednesday, Oc-
tober 7, at the Millinocket
Cemetery. Gifts in memory
of Cameron may be sent to
the The Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society, 1311 Ma-
maroneck Ave., Suite 310,
White Plains, NY 10605.
Messages of condolence
may be expressed at

www.lamsonfh.com.

MATT MERFELD

AUGUSTA - Matt Merfeld,
83, passed away September
28, 2015, at MaineGeneral
Medical Center in Augusta,
after a short battle with Can-
cer. He was born February 6,
1932, in Chicago, Illinois, the
son of the late Mathias and
Anna Merfeld.

A graveside service will
be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 10, at 2 p.m. at Castine
Cemetery, Castine.

THELMA THOMAS PERRIN

SHERMAN - Thelma Per-
rin, 91, passed peacefully on
September 29, 2015. She
was born to Hildbert and Ju-
lia (Sides) Thomas on
November 7, 1923, in Vance-
boro, Maine.

When she was 7, the fami-
ly moved to Sherman Mills
and she was raised on a
potato farm on the Cold
Brook Road. She attended
the Doble schoolhouse for
elementary grades and grad-
uated from Island Falls High
School in 1941. She enjoyed
working with her mother
around the house and start-
ed her cooking skills at a
young age. She enjoyed
picking berries, canning
fruits, vegetables and meats
for the winter meals, and
sewing her own clothes.

On October 3, 1942, she
married Carl "Cap" Perrin
and enjoyed 71 years of mar-
riage until he passed in
March of 2014. They enjoyed
their time together and
opened their doors to many
who needed a home. There
was always room for one
more at their table and they
surely made everyone feel
welcome.

Her surviving children are
Carlene Campbell of Water-
ville, Dorinda Putnam and
husband, Marvin, of Scarbor-
ough, Jarice Kelley of Sher-
man, Hilbert (Tom) Perrin of
Millinocket, Carl "Cappy" Per-
rin Jr. and wife, Cathy, of
Patten and Lucinda "Cindy"
Kelley and husband, Kent, of
Spanaway, WA. She suf-
fered the loss of her son in
1975, Herbert "Tim" Perrin,
twin brother to Tom. Mom
cherished her 20 grandchil-
dren and 23 great-grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by
her sisters-in-law, Shirley
Perrin Merrill and Alta
Thomas, and several nieces
and nephews, who adored
her.

Mom was the true back
bone behind our family and
she held it all together with
grace and always had a posi-
tive outlook on everything
and everyone. Some of the
highlights of her life were
spending time at the camp
in Shin Pond and entertain-
ing many family and friends.
She enjoyed watching her
children participate in sever-
al school and sport activities.
Later, she enjoyed traveling
to see her children and
grandchildren as her extend-
ed family grew.

She worked and managed
cafeterias in the area schools
and enjoyed the satisfaction
of serving the students and
seeing their smiles. During
the summer months, she
and "Cap" would travel to
Winthrop to work at the
state YMCA camp. She di-
rected the kitchen and fed
over 300 campers each day.
When she was 60, ignoring
retirement, Mom started a
new career and managed
the Guest House at Great
Northern Paper Company in
Millinocket, ME, for ten
years; this was a true high-
light of her life. She enjoyed
the guests she met and the
compliments she would re-
ceive. This became more of
a passion than a job.

Mom was part of many or-
ganizations which included:
Sherman School Board,
Washburn Memorial Church,
Past Matron of Molunkus
Valley Chapter #95 OES of
Sherman and volunteered
for all community events.

Thelma was predeceased
by her siblings, Oramel, Du-
ane and Delma, "twin broth-
er" to Thelma; and her sister,
Charlotte.

Our family would like to
thank all of the care givers
whose compassion and care
helped our Mom stay at
home.

The celebration of our
Mom's life will be held at 1
p.m. on Sunday, October 4,
2015, at Washburn Memorial
Church in Sherman, Maine.
A reception will be held fol-
lowing the service at "The
Red House" in Sherman. For
online condolences and
guest book, please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com.

In Memoriam...
Honor the memory of a

loved one with an ad in the
Bangor Daily News

1-800-432-7964 Ext. 8128

Vo Phien, prolific Vietnamesewriter
who collectedwartime literature, dies
BY ANH DO
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — When
the Communist forces pushed
into Saigon in the final days of
the Vietnam War, Vo Phien
sensed that his country’s past
was about to be erased.

Books would be burned,
history lessons rewritten, en-
tire cities stripped of their
names.

Fearful of what was to
come, he resolved to collect
and preserve literary trea-
sures, essays that had ap-
peared in newspapers and
magazines, books that might
soon be banned, even diaries
— anything that captured the
raw emotions and nervous en-
ergy of wartime.

What emerged years later,
after he landed in America as
a refugee with little more than
his wife and teenage daughter,
is a volume of Vietnamese
writings that otherwise might
have vanished.

“What he created — it’s in-
credible and valuable,” said
Thai Strom, a Sacramento,
California journalist who
views Vo as a mentor. “The
value is the sum of knowledge
and experience — what he re-
members, what he dug up,
what he discovered from the
minds of so many important
people.”

Vo, a prolific Vietnamese
writer himself who made a liv-
ing crunching numbers for the
Los Angeles County Employ-
ees Retirement Association,
diedTuesdayatamedical facil-
ity in Santa Ana. He was 89, al-
though in Vietnamese culture
he was considered to be 90

based on the lunar calendar.
Among Vietnamese Amer-

icans, Vo is seen as one of the
diaspora’s towering literary
minds, someone with an eye
for the melancholy of the era,
a writer who captured the
rich detail of the culture,
Vietnamese village life and
the war itself.

But it was the exhaustive
collection “Van Hoc Mien
Nam, Tong Quan,” an over-
view of South Vietnamese lit-
erature from 1954 to 1975, that
endeared him to fellow expa-
triates. The book featured the
work of more than 200 authors
and documented the period’s
artistic and literary move-
ments. Its 1999 debut was fol-
lowed by six other books ex-
ploring genres such as poetry
and plays.

Born Doan The Nhon on
Oct. 20, 1925, Vo grew up in
Binh Dinh, a province in cen-
tral Vietnam. By the time he
was 20, he had joined the anti-
French revolutionary move-
ment but became disenchant-
ed with communism and went
to work in the Ministry of In-
formation for the Republic of
Vietnam.

Vo Phien became the pen
name he used for the poetry,
novels, short stories and es-
says he wrote at a furious
pace. Never using a computer,
he wrote in Vietnamese by
hand while his wife typed his
manuscripts, adding the prop-
er accent marks. His first
works were published in Viet-
nam in the 1950s, when the
first Indochina war was being
fought between the French
government and the Commu-
nist army.

When Saigon fell in April
1975, Vo scrambled to leave,
fleeing the country with his
wife and teenage daughter,
eventually arriving in
America. Two of his adult
sons, both doctors with fam-
ilies to support, stayed be-
hind. A third remained in
Australia, where he had
been studying as an ex-
change student.

From a refugee camp at
Fort Indiantown Gap, Penn-
sylvania, Vo struggled to
make sense of America.

Unaccustomed to the
cold, Vo and his family
moved to Los Angeles, a
city teeming with immi-
grants. Intent to begin col-
lecting wartime literature
from Vietnam, he won a
$20,000 grant from the So-
cial Science Research Coun-
cil and the American Coun-
cil of Learned Societies to
help with his hunt.

He tracked down fellow
refugees who might have
brought magazines, newspa-
pers, anything that might
contain stories about Viet-
nam. He appealed to the
freshly arrived in growing
immigrant hubs such as Or-
ange County’s Little Saigon
neighborhood for books. He
scoured microfilm at librar-
ies in France and New York
and combed archives at the
Library of Congress in Wash-
ington.

“But it was so very diffi-
cult,” his wife said. “Imagine
— almost everyone left Viet-
nam with just the clothes they
were wearing. It was chaotic,
terrifying. No one had time to
grab their belongings — or

there wasn’t room for them to
take anything.”

“Van Hoc Mien Nam, Tong
Quan” was finally published
in 1999 and quickly became a
staple in Vietnamese house-
holds. It has never been trans-
lated into English.

A careful writer, Vo “exam-
ined each issue — a world
event, a historical scene —
from every angle,” said Minh
Phu Pham, editor of the Ky 21,
a literary magazine focusing
on the 21st century.

“I had never heard of him
and now, whenever I men-
tion him, others are happy to
tell me what they appreciate
about him,” said Linda Le, a
Santa Monica artist who
began studying Vietnamese
culture in college. In “Vo
Phien and the Sadness of
Exile,” John C. Schafer, pro-
fessor emeritus of English at
Humboldt State University
in Northern California, de-
scribed Vo as someone who
precisely captured the pain
of watching “the physical
and spiritual destruction” of
his homeland.

Vo, someone so at ease
with words, was equally
comfortable with numbers.
As a benefits specialist for
the Los Angeles County Em-
ployees Retirement Associa-
tion, he would solve equa-
tions in his head “with such
speed,” processing 20 sets of
forms a day for public em-
ployees finishing their ca-
reers, his wife said. Both
worked at the Hall of Admin-
istration in downtown Los
Angeles. In the evening he
wrote and she would become
his editor.


