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obituaries

ARDENIA "DENA" LALLY

EAST ORLAND - Dena
passed away peacefully at
Bangor Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center on October
20, 2015. Dena was born a
"blue baby" in Orland,
Maine, on September 26,
1929 to Ralph and Laura Lal-
ly.

Dena was a graduate of
Bucksport High School. Prior
to her retirement, she ran
Dena's Market in Bucksport,
Maine, for many years. Dena
was famous for her italians
and her one of a kind per-
sonality. During her retire-
ment years, Dena moved
back to the family home in
East Orland where she en-
joyed spending time with
her family. She enjoyed fam-
ily get togethers as they
were an opportunity to tell a
joke as well as to enjoy
some homemade biscuits.
Dena spent many a day up
at the Farm Pond simply en-
joying her surroundings.
She had a love for animals
and took great pride in car-
ing for the family dogs. De-
na also enjoyed spending
time with friends at the local
store and driving around in
her "yellow bird." She will be
greatly missed by all of
those whom she has
touched.

Dena is survived by her
sister, Annalee Eldridge of
East Orland, Maine, brother
Richard (Dick) Lally and his
wife, Carol, of Bucksport,
Maine, and sister Nancy Lal-
ly of Southwest Harbor,
Maine. She is also survived
by her nieces and nephews
and her great-nieces and
great-nephews.

A celebration of Dena's
life will take place at 23
Hatchery Road, East Orland,
Maine on Saturday October
24, 2015 from 1-4pm. Her
world famous italians will be
served, so come hungry. In
lieu of flowers, please make
a donation to the Bangor
Humane Society, 693 Mt.
Hope Avenue, Bangor, ME
04401.

NORMAN E. BURBY SR.

ASHLAND - Norman E.
Burby Sr., 69, died peaceful-
ly Monday, October 19, 2015
at Eastern Maine Medical
Center. He was born January
1, 1946 to Ellery and Alicia
(Colbath) Burby and was a
1965 graduate of Ashland
Community High School.

Norman worked for 47
years at Columbia Forest
Products, where he had
many close friends.

Norman is survived by:
two sons, Norman Burby Jr
and Angela Anderson of
Presque Isle and Doug and
Lori Cray of Ashland; two
grandchildren, Justin Burby
of Raymond and Melissa
Cray of Ashland; two great
grandchildren; six brothers,
Floyd Burby and his wife
Gloria of Caribou, Douglas
Burby and his wife Clara of
Masardis, Larry Burby and
his wife Susan, Perley Burby
and his wife Gayle, Donnie
Burby and his wife Christine,
and Roger Burby, all from
Ashland; f ive sisters,
Frances Condon and her
husband Ted of Portage
Lake, Althea Mowerson of
Colorado, Susan Smart and
her husband Fred of Presque
Isle, Bonnie Chapuis and her
husband Ron of Maryland,
and Julie Belanger and her
husband Ronnie of Ashland.

Besides his parents, Nor-
man is predeceased by an
infant sister Donna, a broth-
er Robbie Burby, and his
very special companion Eve-
lyn Tardie.

A graveside service will
be held 1:00 PM on Mon-
day, October 26, 2015 at Ash-
land Municipal Cemetery,
Sheridan Rd., Ashland.
There will be no calling
hours. Arrangements are a
service of Lajoie Funeral
Home, 114 Exchange St./PO
Box 39, Ashland. To share
condolences online, please
visit
www.LajoieFuneralHome.com

CHESTER ALBERT

SAWYER JR.

CHARLESTON - Chester
Albert Sawyer Jr. passed
away unexpectedly on Oct.
18, 2015 while working on
his farm, preparing for the
winter months ahead, and
tending to his family's
warmth.

Chet (as he was affection-
ately known to all) was born
in 1952, the son of Chester
Albert Sawyer and Leah
Marie (Weeks). His child-
hood was spent in Bangor
and Exeter, along with his
brother and sisters, who sur-
vive him: Annie and her hus-
band Richard Goodwin, Le-
land and his wife Beverly,
Katherine Violette and her
significant other Chuck, and
Beverly and Henry Hartley.
He leaves his wife Carol
(Vigue) Sawyer with a bro-
ken heart after 27 years of
marriage. He is also survived
by his children, Chester Al-
bert Sawyer 3rd, Rachel Dan-
ley and her husband Craig,
and Sarah Brooks and her
husband, Eric. His grandchil-
dren, Damin and Erika
Brooks, and the apple of his
eye, the little tyke that put a
twinkle in Chet's eye, his
beloved grandson Jordon
Brooks.

Chet worked at Pottle's
Transportation for many
years, and then switched ca-
reers and worked as a skilled
meat cutter for Maple Lane
Farms for the rest of his ca-
reer. Working at Maple Lane
was a big part of his life and
community, and he devel-
oped many friendships
there, and enjoyed them all.

Chet was a man of few
words, but deep insight to
what really matters in life.
He loved his Camp, Nascar,
camping with his family,
snowmobiling and "ATV-
ing." For those who knew
Chet, they knew him as a
gentle giant, with tender
hands and a kind soul, which
now rests in heaven with the
family that have gone before
him, as well as his traveling
buddy for many years, his
dog Chocolate.

Those who wish may
make a memorial donation
for his grandson Jordon
Brooks. Contributions may
be sent to Maine Savings
Federal Credit Union, 500
Main Road, Corinth, ME
04427

Rest in peace Chet, al-
though you are gone in
body, you are with us all in
spirit.

A celebration of life is
planned for Sunday 10/25/15
at the Charleston Communi-
ty Center from 4 to 6 PM all
are welcome. A Spring 2016
memorial is planned at the
camp he loved.

Cremation arrangements
are in care of Thompson Fu-
neral Home, 17 Hudson Rd,
Corinth, ME 04427

JUNE KILBY HALLOWELL

EDMUNDS TOWNSHIP -
June Kilby Hallowell, a life-
time resident of Washington
County, passed away at the
age of 86 on Sunday, Octo-
ber 18, 2015, in Machias sur-
rounded by her family.

June was born June 7,
1929, in Dennysville to Keith
and Elinor (Lamond) Kilby.
She was raised in the local
area and graduated from
Dennysville High School and
later earned her Master's de-
gree in education from the
University of Maine. June
retired from the State of
Maine Department of Health
and Human Services. Being
a well-known local artist, in
her free time June enjoyed
being an officer and member
of the Eastport Gallery. She
was also a past employee of
West Quoddy Gifts in Lubec,
a former Emergency Medical
Technician with the Den-
nysville Ambulance, and had
been on the Washington
County Eastern Task Force
on Aging. June was a mem-
ber of the Maine State Em-
ployees Association of Re-
tirees.

June is survived by her
sons, Keith and Karen Hal-
lowell and Merrill and Crys-
tal Hallowell all of Edmunds
Township; daughters, Mary
Peabody of Jonesport, Elinor
Young of Dover, New Hamp-
shire, and Heather Pratt and
companion Bob Kassa of
Hudson; brother-in-law, Her-
bert Hallowell of Baileyville,
and brother-in-law Tom
Schaeffer of California; 9
grandchildren; and 14 great
grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Richard H. Hallowell, and
sister, Katherine Schaeffer.

A graveside committal is
scheduled for 1:00 PM, Sat-
urday, October 31, 2015, at
the Dennysville Cemetery,
Dennysville. A gathering will
follow at the Dennysville
Snowmobile Club on Mil-
waukee Road. Remem-
brances may be donations
to the Dennysville Ambu-
lance or the animal welfare
society of your choice. Ar-
rangements by Bragdon-Kel-
ley Funeral Homes, Machias.

JAXSON ALEXANDER

VALLIERE

OLD TOWN - Infant Jax-
son Alexander Valliere
passed away at his home in
the early morning of Octo-
ber 15, 2015. He was born to
Nicole Drowns and Sean Val-
liere on July 3, 2015 at
EMMC.

While his life on Earth was
brief, he was a gift to his par-
ents. He had the opportunity
to touch the lives of many
around him and will be
deeply missed.

He is survived by his par-
ents Nicole and Sean; his big
sister, Alexis Valliere; grand-
parents, David and Glorene
Ellis, Roger and Linda Dou-
glass, Robert and Tina Trim-
mer, and Theodore Valliere;
great grandparents, Bob and
Ailene Schlick, and David
and Lucill Lanoix; uncles,
Todd Drowns, Jacob Dou-
glass, Brian Ellis, and Isaac
Trimmer; aunts and uncles,
Charlene and Raymond De-
marett, Vanessa and Jamie
Mouzas, and Martha and
Sandra Paul, and many
cousins.

A celebration of Jaxson's
life will be held at 1 p.m.,
November 1, 2015 at Birm-
ingham Funeral Home, 438
Main St., Old Town. Follow-
ing the services, interment
will take place at Lawndale
Cemetery on Stillwater Ave.
in Orono.

James 1:17: "Every good and
perfect gift is from above, com-
ing down from the father of the
heavenly light, does not change

like shifting shadows."

NASAengineerwhohelped
enablemoon landingdies at 97
BY MARTIN WEIL
THE WASHINGTON POST

George Mueller, a coolly
decisive, hard-driving en-
gineer, scientist and ad-
ministrator who was given
much of the credit for en-
abling NASA to meet Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s
manned moon landing
timetable, as well as for ini-
tiating the Skylab and
space shuttle programs,
died Oct. 12 at his home in
Irvine, California. He was
97.

His death was announced
by NASA. The cause was
congestive heart failure,
said Arthur Slotkin, a fam-
ily spokesman.

As head of NASA’s Office
of Manned Spaceflight,
with the title of associate
administrator, Dr. Mueller
bore much of the burden of
seeing to it that the space
agency’s Apollo program
met the challenge Kennedy
issued in a celebrated 1961
address: landing a man on
the moon — and bringing
him back — by the end of
the 1960s.

During the Cold War, a
manned moon landing be-
came a major American
goal and was considered a
symbol of the country’s
will and determination,
particularly in view of
what was perceived as a
space race with the arch
adversary of the time, the
Soviet Union.

In Mueller, NASA was
said to have installed in
one of its top posts a man of
great abilities, in both en-
gineering and administra-
tion, and a leader who un-
derstood both rocket sci-
ence and human psycholo-
gy. At key moments, ac-
cording to space histories,
he showed himself to be
adept at assessing risk and
to be bold in acting on his
assessments.

One of his significant
contributions was what
came to be known as the
“all up” philosophy of rock-
et and spacecraft testing.
As its name suggests, “all
up” was a form of examin-
ing everything to be used
for a space mission all at
once, as opposed to incre-
mental modes of proceed-
ing inch by slow inch.

As applied to the space
program, it implied specifi-
cally such techniques as
the testing of all three stag-
es of the giant Saturn V
booster rocket while they
were coupled together and
with a payload attached to
boot. It was reported that
the scheme had its doubt-
ers, among them such lead-
ing lights of rocketry as
Wernher von Braun.

But in time, the forceful
Mueller proved persuasive
enough to overcome all
such reservations, and it
was “all up” for the mam-
moth Saturn V, the launch
vehicle upon which NASA
pinned its hopes of sending
Americans to the moon.

Ultimately, a NASA his-
tory read, “it is clear that
without all-up testing the
first manned lunar landing
could not have taken place
as early as 1969,” the last
year that met Kennedy’s
schedule.

The same NASA history
went on to say that Muel-
ler’s “bold telescoping of
the overall plan bore mag-
nificent fruit.” Frank Bor-
man’s Apollo 8 crew orbit-
ed the moon on Christmas
1968, and in the next year,
the sixth Saturn V took
Neil Armstrong’s Apollo 11
to the first manned lunar
landing.

In an interview for a
Smithsonian Institution
publication, Mueller indi-

cated that some of his as-
surance was borne of ne-
cessity.

“Well,” he told Air &
Space magazine, “one thing
that gave me the confi-
dence is that there wasn’t
any other way we were
going to get the program
done on the schedule that
we had.”

But he maintained that
he was not being rash in
sending Apollo 8 to circle
the moon after the 6.5 mil-
lion-pound rocket that was
to lift it into space had
flown only twice, neither
time carrying men aloft.

“It wouldn’t have gone if
I hadn’t been comfortable,”
he said. “I spent about four
months that summer look-
ing at every possible way
that it could fail, and con-
vinced myself that it wasn’t
going to fail,” he said. “So
we went forward with it.”

In the same interview,
he observed that his sort of
decision-making would no
longer carry the day.

“We have too many peo-
ple who believe in absolute
safety,” although “there is
no such thing,” he said.
Moreover, he added, “if
you designed your program
to be absolutely safe, you’d
also be sure you’d absolute-
ly never fly.”

Yes, he suggested, he did
run a risk, but it was only
“a reasonable risk.” What
he would have ruled out, he
said, was “an unreasonable
risk.” A method of distin-
guishing one from the
other, he implied, entailed
imagining the worst that
could happen, and then de-
ciding whether that danger
could be overcome.

In January 1967, NASA
suffered one of its most
devastating setbacks to
that point. Three astro-
nauts were killed in a fire
during a launch pad test.
The response given then by
NASA’s administrator,
James E. Webb, helped
show how Mueller was re-
garded. Despite the trage-
dy, Mueller would remain
in his job, Webb said, be-
cause he was “one of the
ablest men in the world.”

Mueller himself had
something to say that was
also illuminating.

“As far as I can tell,” he
was quoted in an oral his-
tory, “I have a different re-
action to stress than many
people do.” His approach,
he indicated, was not to
dwell on failure, nor to let
it cause him to lose heart.

Rather, he said, the prop-
er approach was “one of
taking a look at the prob-
lems and saying, now, this
is what needs to be done,
and then working with the
people to get their thinking
process going again.”

George Edwin Mueller
was born in St. Louis on
July 16, 1918, a few months
before the end of World
War I.

As a boy, he was captivat-
ed by science fiction, and he
also built model airplanes
powered by rubber bands.
Radio was coming into
vogue, and he built his own
receiving sets. At what was
then the Missouri School of
Mines, a technical school, he
studied electrical engineer-
ing and received a bache-
lor’s degree in 1939. He re-
ceived a master’s degree,
also in electrical engineer-
ing, from Purdue University
in Indiana in 1940.

As a young graduate, he
held jobs in which he
worked on the development
of microwave tubes, televi-
sion and radar. He worked
at Bell Labs in New Jersey
and took graduate courses
at Princeton University.

As an assistant professor

of electrical engineering at
Ohio State University, he
worked toward his doctor-
ate, receiving a PhD in
physics in 1951.

In the 1950s, he went to
work in the aerospace in-
dustry. After joining Ramo-
Wooldridge Corp., he re-
mained there through a
merger into what was to be-
come TRW. He played an
important role in the devel-
opment of the intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile, and he
began to formulate his “all
up” program of testing.

“You don’t want to be test-
ing piecewise in space,” he
was quoted. For complex
systems, “all up” was vital,
he said, because it was not
possible to predict what
component might fail, but
with an entire system being
tested, “you have a reason-
able chance” of finding what
had not performed.

In the 1960s, work on
rockets became increasing-
ly associated with NASA,
and ultimately, Mueller
was drawn in at a high
level, starting as deputy as-
sociate administrator. His
power and authority
steadily increased.

In addition to his man-
agement of the moon pro-
gram, he helped design
Skylab, America’s first
space station, and spoke
out strongly in favor of a
lower-cost, reusable launch
vehicle. The space shuttle
embodied some of the con-
cepts of reusability that he
advocated.

After the moon landing,
Mueller left NASA in De-
cember 1969, at what he
suggested was the proper
moment. Given the work-
ings of the bureaucracy
and government, he once
said, “it’s clear that you
have a limited time of ef-
fectiveness in Washington
if you really are doing any-
thing.”

He returned to the space
industry. He was an execu-
tive with General Dynam-
ics and then held the top
posts at System Develop-
ment. Later he joined and
led the Kistler Aerospace,
one of the private firms
that has tried to develop
means for launching pay-
loads into orbit. His honors
include the National Medal
of Science.

Mueller’s marriage to
Maude Rosenbaum ended
in divorce. Survivors in-
clude his wife of 37 years,
the former Darla Hix
Schwartzman, of Irvine;
two daughters from his
first marriage, Jean Porter
of West Liberty, Kentucky,
and Karen Hyvonen of
Southampton, Massachu-
setts.; two stepchildren
whom he helped raise,
Wendy Schwartzman of
Calabasas, California, and
Bill Schwartzman of Villa
Park, California; 13 grand-
children; and 13 great-
grandchildren.

Beyond the competitive as-
pects of the space race, Muel-
ler believed in the importance
of space exploration.

“The only question,” he
once said, was “whether
this nation will prevail in
space . . . or will we aban-
don the future to others.”

In 1967, well before the
term “knowledge econo-
my” came into common
use, he urged that the space
program be continued be-
yond Apollo.

“Today,” he argued,
“knowledge, as well as
guns and butter, measures
the true power of modern
states.” Space exploration
did not impede efforts to
improve life on earth, he
said, but rather it “contrib-
utes to the fundamental so-
lution of these problems.”

MMAalumni,PenBay
Chapter set tomeet

THOMASTON — The Pe-
nobscot Bay Chapter of
Maine Maritime Academy
Alumni Association will
hold its fall dinner meeting
on Tuesday, Oct. 27, at
Thomaston Cafe and Bak-
ery, 154 Main St.

Social time will begin at
5:30 p.m., dinner will be at
6:15 p.m., followed by a brief
business meeting.

Capt. Tim Leach of Maine
Maritime Academy Career
Services will give an over-
view of the job market and
placement for recent gradu-
ates. All MMA graduates
are welcome to attend and
bring a guest.

Reservations are required
by Wednesday, Oct. 21. To
make a reservation and spec-
ify menu choice, call chapter
secretary Lindsey Pinkham
at 380-4661 or email Lindsey_
pinkham@yahoo.com.

Diabetes support
group tomeet

BANGOR — The St. Jo-
seph’s Diabetes Support
Group will meet 2-3 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 4, at the
Willette Conference Center,
Building 1, 900 Broadway,
St. Joseph Healthcare Park.

For information, call 907-
1187.

Share Your Memories
Online Guest Book obituaries.bangordailynews.com

MONSON — Members of
the public are invited to The
Feel Good Piscataquis! Expo
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, Oct.
30, at the Community Center
at the old school and gymna-
sium in Monson. Admission
is free.

The goal of the expo is for
attendees to leave with prac-
tical tips and information
they use right away to help
them be healthier. Nearly 30
regional businesses, organi-
zations, and public services
will be on hand with interac-

tive displays about exercise,
nutrition and medical and
wellness services that sup-
port healthy living. The
expo also will offer live dem-
onstrations of fitness activi-
ties, samples of healthy
foods and recipes, a photo
booth and hourly giveaways
with a grand prize drawing
at the end of the day.

Those who require trans-
portation to the event may
call LYNX Transportation
at 866-853-5969 or 973-3695
and request pickup for Pis-

cataquis Expo. Ride reserva-
tions should be made no
later than Tuesday, Oct. 27.
Funding is available to
cover the transportation fee
if necessary.

For more information,
visit prymca.org/healthy-
community-project, the
Feel Good Piscataquis!
Facebook page, email
Healthy Community proj-
ect coordinator Erin Calla-
way at e.callaway@prym-
ca.org or call her at 343-
0171.

Organizations collaborate topromotehealthy living


