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MAGNUS STARK

Mark Chambers, Brad LaBree, Ben Layman, Dominick Var-
ney and Amy Roeder star in “Dr. Cerberus,” a production
by the Penobscot Theatre Company.

lift the production above
its deeply flawed script.
First performed in 2010 in
Los Angeles, “Doctor Cer-
berus” is a talky show that
sounds more like a radio
play than a theatrical pro-
duction. The playwright
overuses Franklin talking
directly to the audience, as
if to a camera. And New-
port does not have her ac-
tors move often enough.
The show, despite all the
on-screen action, has a
static feel to it.

Mark Chambers brings
his professional chops to
the production in multiple
roles. His weary Doctor
Cerberus charms Franklin
and the audience, but it is
in his performance as the
teenager’s Uncle Jack that
the actor truly shines. In
one brief scene, Chambers
as Uncle Jack validates his
nephew’s hope that he will
not always be the horror
he feels like at 13. The
older actor also brings to
the role the burden of hav-
ing come of age when being
gay was a disorder.

The dysfunctional Rob-

ertson family should offer
actors lots of opportunities
to mine for depth of char-
acter. Even though Frank-
lin perceives his parents
and brother as shallow,
unloving individuals, the
actors could and should let
the audience see more
than the horror the teen
sees.

Only Brad LaBree as
Rodney digs deep enough
to dredge up the jock’s real
humanity. His portrayal is
so wonderfully edgy, raw
and insightful that Rod-
ney’s advocacy in the sec-
ond act is surprising but
hardly shocking, because
LaBree shows the adult
heart beating inside the
chest-thumping teen when
he first appears onstage.

Amy Roeder and Domi-
nick Varney could have
but don’t give the audience
a glimpse of the concerned
and loving parents Frank-
lin wants them to be and
they apparently grow into.
Roeder, who gave a sear-
ing performance this
spring in PTC’s produc-
tion of “August: Osage
County,” certainly has the
experience to hint at why
Lydia is so constantly sar-
castic and caustic with her
son. Roeder portrays the

woman’s bitterness to a T
but seems uncomfortable
with the older, more ten-
der Lydia.

Varney, who is a main-
stay on the local theater
scene, brings his usual bag
of tricks to the part of pa-
triarch. The gestures, the
cadence of his speech, his
determined strides on and
off the stage, are all too fa-
miliar. A strong director
needs to break Varney of
what have become onstage
habits and force him to dig
deep to portray a 3-D char-
acter.

And then there is Ben
Layman’s Franklin. It
hard to fathom how this
experienced and gifted
performer and director
could portray this charac-
ter as such a bland boy. It’s
unclear whether he is try-
ing to present him as an
every-teen or show the-
atergoers the nice kid
Franklin’s family does not
see. Layman brings frus-
tration and a go-along-to-
get-along attitude but no
underlying rage to the role
— and every gay teen in
the 1980s is or should be
outraged.

The lack of depth in
these portrayals rests
squarely on Newport’s

shoulders. She seems to
have gotten lost in the
show’s technical demands
and have forgotten that all
that wizardry is for naught
if the characters onstage
have little or no complexi-
ty.

The real stars of “Doctor
Cerberus” are PTC’s tech-
nical team of Scout Hough,
lighting designer; Tricia
Hobbs, scenic designer;
Brandie Larkin, sound de-
signer; Kevin Koski, cos-
tume designer; and Mere-
dith Perry, properties de-
signer. With imagination
and flair, they bring to life
the real horror of Frank-
lin’s world in ways the
cast doesn’t fully inhabit.

“Doctor Cerberus” is a
disappointment after the
delightful suspense PTC
served up two years ago in
“The Woman in Black,”
which also starred Cham-
bers and LaBree. It also
lacks the polished pace of
“The Mystery of Irma
Vep,” last season’s Octo-
ber offering that featured
Chambers and Varney.

“Doctor Cerberus” at the
Bangor Opera House runs
through Nov. 8. For tickets,
call 942-3333 or visit pe-
nobscottheatre.org.

BERNIECE "BUNNY"

KATHERINE (DICKER)

BROWN

WYTOPITLOCK AND SAN-
TA CLAUS HILL - Berniece
"Bunny" Katherine (Dicker)
Brown, 92, passed away
peacefully on October 28,
2015 in Lincoln with her fam-
ily at her side.

Bunny attended Presque
Isle Normal School as a
young woman. She was a
member of the Order of the
Eastern Star and was a
member of Alpha Lyre. She
and her husband Ted had
three sons, Dick, Buster and
Les. Bunny was a visiting
homemaker for the folks in
the area after she'd raised
her children, and at 80 years
old was still making meals
and delivering them to the
older folks in the town. She
was a Red Sox fan, a bird-
watcher, well-connected to
the goings on in the town
and made famous declara-
tions that her family will for-
ever repeat. It doesn't just
rain, it rains "pitchforks and
barn shovels," we will never
be just busy, we'll be "busier
than a one armed paper
hanger" and "lazier than a
home soldier."

She is survived by her
sons: Buster and Les Brown;
Daughter-in-law, Julie; 5
grandchildren: Lisa, Dee,
Holly, Shawn, Nikki; a very
special granddaughter-in-
law, Mags; 12 great-grand-
children: Rachael, Brittany,
DJ, Darcy, Ariel, Justin,
Cassie, Alex, Katie, Tyler, Ha-
ley and Gavin; and 3 great-
great grandchildren: Aria,
Benjamin and Bradley; and
sister in-law: Betty Lent.
Bunny was predeceased by
her parents, Carl and Ellen
Dicker, her sister Charlene
(Dicker) Rideout, her hus-
band, Ted, her son Richard
and daughter-in-law, Linda,
and 3 grandsons: Ricky, Ja-
son and Tom, who are all
waiting for her on the other
side.

In lieu of flowers, please
donate to Colonial Acres
Nursing Home Gazebo
Project, 36 Workman Ter-
race, Lincoln, ME 04457, or
do something nice for some-
one today. A graveside fu-
neral service will be held at
1 pm, Sun., November 1, at
Clifford Cemetery, Reed
Plantation. For online condo-
lences please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com

ALVIN ERNEST CROSS, SR.

A FRIEND TO ALL

VEAZIE - Alvin Ernest
Cross Sr., 80, passed away
peacefully at his home Oct
21, 2015 with his wife
Sharon by his side. He was
born December 5, 1934, son
of the late Doris Mae
(Brown) and Edgar Ernest
Cross of Bradford.

Alvin was predeceased by
his wife of 35 years Kathleen
Alice (Cahill) Cross, and his
grandsons Brent Cross and
Cain Taylor. He is survived
and will be sadly missed by
his wife of 23 years, Sharon
Cross, his five children; Alvin
Cross, Jr., Marjorie Cross,
Zelinda Pullen, Donna Taylor
and Dennis Cross; his two
stepdaughters Jacquelyn
and Kem; nine grandchil-
dren; and eleven great-
grandchildren.

Alvin worked 30 years for
the Bangor and Aroostook
Railroad, from where he de-
veloped a lifetime love of ev-
erything trains. In the 1970s
Alvin and his family operat-
ed the Bradford General
Store, which became a com-
munity gathering place for
friends and neighbors. The
store was open 364 days a
year and if you needed
something on the 365th day
he would open up for you.
Loving father of five chil-
dren, he was an active mem-
ber of the PTA, local Grange
and his community. After
Alvin retired from the rail-
road he worked with the
Katahdin Friends, Inc. pro-
viding clients rides to medi-
cal appointments. Alvin en-
joyed traveling, meeting
new people and making
friends and he especially en-
joyed playing Cribbage.
Alvin was a regular at the
Glenburn Cribbage Club ev-
ery Monday night.

Alvin was true to the
meaning of his name, he
was "a friend to all." His fam-
ily and many friends will
miss his quick wit, twinkling
eyes and smile.

A memorial service will
be held 11am Saturday Oct.
31, 2015 at the Twin City
Baptist Church at 559 North
Main St., Brewer. A recep-
tion will follow, where con-
dolences and memories will
be shared.

REGINALD L. WILBUR JR.

HANCOCK - Reginald
(Buster) passed away peace-
fully in his sleep on Oct. 27,
2015. He was born on June
21, 1940 in Hancock Me.

He leaves behind 3
daughters, Tavia Crittenden,
Renee Wilbur & Trixie
Robotham, 4 grandchildren,
2 great grandchildren, 4
brothers, 5 sisters and is
predeceased by one sister.

A small service will be
held at the Hancock Baptist
Church Sat. Oct. 31, 2015 at 1
pm
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Gerald J. Gross, who published
memoirs of Hitler aide, dies at 94
BY FREDERICK N.
RASMUSSEN
THE BALTIMORE SUN

BALTIMORE — Gerald J.
Gross, an influential publish-
er and editor who is credited
with giving English readers a
chilling look inside Nazi Ger-
many by publishing the mem-
oirs of one of Adolf Hitler’s
closest advisers, has died at
the age of 94.

Gross, who died Oct. 14 in
Baltimore, was being treated
for cancer.

World War II had been
over for nearly 20 years when
Gross — a Jewish man who
served in the U.S. military as
a navigator and bombardier
in bombing raids over Ger-
many — pulled off what was
considered a publishing coup.

The English-language
translation of Albert Speer’s
“Inside the Third Reich” be-
came an international best-
seller that Gross believed
stood as an important, rele-
vant book for Americans.

At Gross’ insistence,
Speer’s royalties from book
sales in America were direct-
ed to U.S. refugee aid organi-
zations.

During his lengthy career,
Gross worked with some of
the day’s most respected writ-
ers: Eudora Welty, Robert
Penn Warren, Barbara W.
Tuchman and e.e. cummings
among them.

“He is entirely responsible
for my literary career,” said
Jerald Walker, an author and

professor at Emerson College
in Boston. “I had been writ-
ing for some time for literary
magazines and one day, out of
the blue, he called me and
said he had read my story
‘Visible Man’ — which re-
minded him of Ralph Ellison,
with whom he had worked
and who had written ‘The In-
visible Man.’

“He asked if I had other
pieces and helped me get a
literary agent,” said Walker,
whose memoir, “Street Shad-
ows: A Memoir of Race, Re-
bellion and Redemption,”
won the 2011 PEN New
England/L.L.WinshipAward
for Nonfiction.

Gerald Jeremiah Gross
was born in Jersey City, New
Jersey on Oct. 10, 1921. His

father was a milliner and his
mother a homemaker. The
family later moved to New
York City, where Gross at-
tended City College.

When the Japanese
bombed Pearl Harbor, he
dropped out of college, got
married and enlisted in the
Army Air Forces — “all in the
same week,” said his son,
Adam Gross.

He served with the 8th Air
Force’s 44th Bomb Group, the
most decorated group of
World War II, and flew 24 mis-
sions over Germany. A lieu-
tenant, he was involved in the
Battle of the Bulge and Rema-
gen, “two of the most harrow-
ing bombing runs of the war,”
his son said.

When the war ended, he
landed his first job in publish-
ing with Rynal & Hitchcock, a
company that merged with
Harcourt Brace, where he re-
mained for 14 years.

During his years at Har-
court Brace, he was the first
editor to have the National
Book Award presented to two
of his authors in the same
year: for fiction, Wright Mor-
ris’ “Field of Vision,” and for
poetry, Richard Wilbur’s
“Things of This World.”

He later joined Pantheon
Books and supervised publi-
cation of “Born Free,” “Dr.
Zhivago,” “The Tin Drum”
and “The Leopard,” which be-
came motion pictures.

In 1962, he joined Macmil-
lan Publishers, where as se-
nior vice president he was in

charge of the company’s gen-
eral book division, responsi-
ble for publication of 450
books per year.

That allowed Gross to
work with writers such as
Alfred Kazin, Le Corbusier,
George Orwell, Lewis Mum-
ford, Carl Jung and Hannah
Arendt, as well as film direc-
tor Frank Capra and actors
Marlene Dietrich, Jack Lem-
mon and Maurice Chevalier.

But it was the publication
of Speer’s wartime memoirs
that resonated the loudest.

During his confinement at
Spandau Prison in Berlin,
Speer completed the memoir
in 1954 that became the basis
for his book. He had been a
German architect and an ad-
viser to Hitler, and he became
a close friend of Gross. Their
relationship continued until
Speer’s death in 1981 in Lon-
don.

Gross’ son said his fa-
ther was one of the few
World War II veterans to
have had a relationship
with a ranking member of
Hitler’s Cabinet. Speer was
the only Nazi leader at the
Nuremberg war crimes
trial to admit guilt, but his
claims that he knew little
or nothing about the death
camps are doubted by some
historians.

Gross left publishing in
1975 and moved to Boston,
when he was named vice
president for arts, publica-
tions and media at Boston
University.

Gerald J. Gross

Write essay,win farm:Virginia couple
inspired byMaine inn essay contest
BY PHIL WALZER
THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

Former Virginia Beach
resident Carolyn Berry and
her husband have found a
way to sell their 35-acre farm
near Tappahannock that will
preserve its rustic feel while
engaging her love of the writ-
ten word: They’re holding an
essay contest.

Pretty much anyone any-
where who’s at least 18 years
old can enter with an essay of
up to 1,000 words on “your vi-
sion for the farm” and a $200
payment. The deadline to post-
mark an entry is Saturday.

The goal is to attract 5,000
contestants and choose a win-
ner, who doesn’t have to pay
them another cent, by Jan. 1,
2016. About 3,000 people have
entered, but Berry said she
hopes to reach their target by
the deadline.

Randy Silvers, whom
Berry married in 2009, bought
Rock Spring Farm in the
town of Hustle with his first
wife in 1995. He cleared 2
miles of trails and built a
three-story main house, two-
bedroom cottage and horse
barn with five stalls.

But Silvers, 64, and Berry,
62, have decided it’s time to

leave the farm. He has found
it difficult to keep up with his
rheumatoid arthritis. She
wants to return to the Virgin-
ia Beach area, where her
three adult children and four
grandsons live.

The couple sometimes
spend up to four hours a day
poring over entries. It’s been a
joy, she said.

“With every essay, people
are trusting us with their
hearts, their souls and their
dreams. It’s taken on an in-
credibly spiritual feeling for
us.”

The Berrys moved to
Mathews County in 2003. Her
husband died three years
later. Berry went back to
school and received a mas-
ter’s degree in special educa-
tion from Old Dominion Uni-
versity in 2010, the year after
she married Silvers and
moved to the farm.

She worked as a teacher,
but “I saw too many kids fall-
ing through the cracks.”
Berry now runs a tutoring
service.

The transition to farm life
was easy. Her grandfather
raised cattle and tobacco in
Upper Marlboro, Maryland.

“It wasn’t a big change for
me,” Berry said. “I loved the

country. I needed that back-to-
nature life.”

Rock Spring is a hobby
farm, meaning Berry and Sil-
vers don’t make a living from
it. They have two horses,
which they plan to take when
they leave.

The farmhouse, which Sil-
vers built the year after he
bought the farm, has about
3,500 square feet and four bed-
rooms. Some of the wood in
the fireplace mantles and
beams is from the original
house, which he tore down.

The property includes car-
riage and equipment barns;
an air-conditioned woodwork-
ing shop, which Silvers built
in 2012; and 25 acres of woods.
For Berry, the scenic high-
light, though, is the spring at
the bottom of a ravine, for
which the farm is named.

Berry knew it would be
tough for Silvers to let go of it:
“Putting up a for-sale sign
wouldsay tohim: ‘I’mdefeated.
I can’t live here anymore.’ ”

When she read an article
about an essay contest to sell a
bed-and-breakfast in Maine,
she thought he might go for
that. “He has a say in who’s the
next owner, as opposed to a
conventional real estate trans-
action, when someone can

come in, plop down money and
bulldozeeverythinghe’sbuilt.”

The assessed value of the
property is about $600,000,
Berry said. Their goal is to
raise $1 million from the con-
test. The spillover would help
cover taxes, start a college
fund for her grandchildren
and pay for a small place for
them in Cape Charles. It’s one
of those couples’ compromis-
es: He gets to stay in a rural
environment; she’ll be close to
her family.

The contest, which began
in March, forbids develop-
ment and requires the new
owner to keep the farm for at
least two years.

In Maine, the contest this
year for the Center Lovell Inn
ran into controversy, with ac-
cusations that the winner had
unfair advantages. Berry
sought to structure the contest
for Rock Spring Farm to avoid
even the hint of impropriety.

A trustee in Virginia Beach
receives the entries. She strips
out the names and locations
before passing them to Berry
and Silvers. Berry said the
trustee has told them that the
contestants come from near
(Virginia Beach, Smithfield,
Williamsburg) and far (India,
Australia, Costa Rica).


