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Holocaust survivor Judith Isaacson dies at 90
SUN JOURNAL

Holocaust survivor Ju-
dith Magyar Isaacson, 90, of
Auburn, who will be remem-
bered as a person of great
joy always wearing a warm
smile, died Tuesday at
Schooner Estates, her hus-
band at her side.

Isaacson was born in 1925
in Hungary. An eager student
and valedictorian of her high
school class, she planned to
write poetry until her dreams
were crushed by the Nazi oc-
cupation.

In 1944, at age 19, she was
transported to Auschwitz,
the notorious annihilation
camp. Herded into a selec-
tion line for the gas cham-
bers with her mother and
aunt, she defied the infa-
mous Dr. Josef Mengele.

The three endured horrific
conditions as slave laborers
but survived.

After liberated by Ameri-
can troops in 1945, she met
Irving Isaacson, an intelli-
gence officer with the World
War II-era predecessor to
the CIA. He fell in love with
her. They married that year.
He brought her, her mother
and aunt to America.

She and Isaacson lived in
Auburn for 70 years.

When their third child
was in kindergarten, Judith
Isaacson watched math les-
sons on PBS. That interest
led her to Bates College
where she received a bache-
lor of arts degree in math in
1965, the same year her
daughter graduated from
high school.

She taught math at Lewis-

ton High School, then became
the first computer science
teacher at Bates. She became
Bates’ first Dean of Students
in 1975, and she fought for
women’s education.

While many Holocaust
survivors didn’t talk about
the death camps, Isaacson
generously shared her expe-
rience at Auschwitz with
children and classrooms of
students, hopeful that histo-
ry would not repeat the hor-
rors she experienced.

Isaacson wrote about
being a Holocaust survivor
in her book, “Seed of Sarah,”
a classic of Holocaust litera-
ture widely taught in schools
and colleges.

Friend and retired Lewis-
ton educator Joan Macri
said as a history teacher,
she read numerous books

about the Holocaust, but
Isaacson’s stood out.

“It was filled with hope and
optimism, the opposite of
most books about the Holo-
caust. That is who she is,”
Macri said. She was “a person
of great joy, someone who
wakes up every day and sees
what’s right with the world.”

Irving Isaacson contrib-
uted to her joy, Macri said.

“Ike thought she walked
on water. He treasured her.
When you asked him how
long they’ve been married,
he said, ‘Not long enough.’”

In Judith Isaacson’s final
days in failing health, her
husband stayed at her bed-
side stroking her hand,
Macri said.

Services will be at 11 a.m.
Friday at Temple Shalom in
Auburn.

Charlie Dick, husband of
the late Patsy Cline, dies
BY TIM GHIANNI
REUTERS

NASHVILLE — Charlie
Dick, 81, who spent his life
keeping alive the legacy of his
wife, Patsy Cline, after her
death in 1963, has died at his
home in Nashville, his family
said.

Dick died in his sleep on
Sunday, the family said in a
posting on the official Patsy
Cline Facebook page, calling
it a “sad day for those of you
who have been so supportive
of Mom’s legacy over the
years.”

Cline was killed in a March
5, 1963, plane crash and Dick
devoted most of his time to
keeping alive the memory of
the singer who gave a pop
edge to country music with
songs like“Crazy”and“Sweet
Dreams.”

Dick helped keep Cline’s
profile high by attending
events where she was hon-
ored, and worked hard to pro-
tect her image and promote

her music.
He was instrumental in re-

issues of his wife’s music as
well as in the posthumous re-
lease of some previously un-
discovered recordings.

“It was ’63 that she was
killed in that crash, and she
was a huge star at the time.
But she’s still popular world-
wide now,” Country Music
Hall of Fame singer and gui-
tarist Mac Wiseman, 90, a
close friend of the couple,
said on Monday of Dick’s
work.

“Sweet Dreams” became
the title of a 1985 film that in
part focused in part on a tur-
bulent relationship between
Cline and her husband. Dick
maintained it was a good
movie but that it was pretty
much fiction.

After Cline’s death, Dick
kept busy in the Nashville
music industry, working with
the late singer Red Sovine and
other acts at Starday Records,
for which he was national
promotions man.

Legendary NewOrleans pianist
Allen Toussaint, 77, dies in Spain
REUTERS

MADRID — Allen Tous-
saint, one of the legendary
names of New Orleans music,
has died in Madrid at the age
of 77.

The piano master, known
for jazz, R&B and blues and
whowrotehitssuchas“Work-
ing in a Coalmine” and pro-
duced Patti LaBelle’s famous
cover of “Lady Marmalade,”
died of a heart attack on Mon-
day evening after giving a
concert at the Spanish capi-
tal’s Teatro Lara, hospital of-
ficials said.

Fans posted videos of Tous-
saint’s final performance on
YouTube, while the English
singer and songwriter Billy
Bragg said on Twitter: “The
man was a genius.”

Toussaint, who began per-
forming in his teens, collabo-
rated with a wide range of
artists, including John May-
all, Bonnie Raitt, Elvis Costel-
lo, Lee Dorsey, Paul McCart-
ney and The Band.

He did the horn arrange-
ments for The Band’s famed
final concert filmed by Martin
Scorsese as “The Last Waltz.”

Many of his songs became
famous in cover versions by
The Rolling Stones, The Who,
Robert Plant, Bo Diddley and
others.

In addition to writing a
string of hits, including

“Southern Nights” and “For-
tune Teller,” Toussaint also
campaigned and raised funds
to help New Orleans recover
from the devastation of Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005.

President Barack Obama
praised Toussaint’s efforts in
2013 when the musician was
awarded the American Na-
tional Medal of Arts, saying:
“After his hometown was bat-
tered by Katrina and Allen
was forced to evacuate, he did
something even more impor-
tant for his city, he went back,
and since then, Allen has de-

voted his musical talent to lift-
ing up and building up a city.”

Toussaint said in an auto-
biographical item on his web-
site that he began playing the
piano when he was about 6
years old when an old upright
piano was brought into the
family home for his sister,
who quickly gave it up.

“Our upright wasn’t much
of a piano — it was a half-step
flat the entire time we owned
it — but that piano was every-
thing to me. It was dark ma-
hogany, almost black, with
rouge crimps all over it. I took

about eight piano lessons be-
fore my teacher gave up on
me. I loved boogie-woogie and
hillbilly music and gospel too
much,” Toussaint said on the
website.

He said he became deeply
involved in playing when he
heard New Orleans blues
singer and piano player Pro-
fessor Longhair, and with the
radio near the piano, began
playing everything he heard.

Toussaint died on Monday
after being taken to the Ma-
drid hospital Fundacion
Jimenez Diaz shortly after his
performance on Monday
night, officials said.

He had played on Sunday
in Bilbao and was next sched-
uled to perform on Nov. 12 in
Antwerp, Belgium, as part of
his tour Evening with the
Allen Toussaint Trio.

He is survived by his son,
Clarence, and his daughter,
Alison.
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Musician and songwriter Allen Toussaint performs at the
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival in New Orleans,
Louisiana, in 2007. Toussaint, one of the legendary names
of New Orleans music, died in Madrid Monday at the age of
77.

Howard Green, pioneer in
regenerating human skin, dies
BY STEVE CHAWKINS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Dr. Howard Green, a Har-
vard scientist who made an
accidental discovery that led
to a method for regenerating
human skin and saving the
lives of severe burn victims,
has died. He was 90.

Green’s technique involved
taking a patch of skin the size
of a postage stamp and, under
meticulously controlled labo-
ratory conditions, growing it
into a sheet the size of a desk-
top. Risks of rejection fell dra-
matically because a patient’s
laboratory-grown skin origi-
nated with the patient.

“The entire embryonic
stem-cell field is rooted in
Green’s findings,” according
to a statement Monday from
Harvard Medical School,
where he led the department
of cellular and molecular
physiology from 1980 to 1993.
He continued doing research
in his laboratory at the school
until 2013.

Green died Oct. 31 after a
long illness, his family said.
He lived in a Westwood, Mas-
sachusetts, retirement com-
munity.

Green became nationally
known in 1983, when three
boys in Casper, Wyoming,
were severely burned while
roaming through a house that
was being renovated. Just for
fun, they had daubed them-
selves with paint. When they
tried to scrub it off with light-
er fluid, one of them struck a
match, triggering an explo-
sive fireball.

The two surviving boys —
brothers Jamie and Glen
Selby, 5 and 7 — were airlifted
to a Denver hospital and then
to the Shriners Hospital for

Children in Boston. Green
and his team had successfully
done a few small, experimen-
tal procedures on burn vic-
tims but now mounted a des-
perate effort that was the
boys’ only chance for surviv-
al.

Green turned his lab into
an around-the-clock skin fab-
rication facility. The boys un-
derwent lengthy operations
and hundreds of grafts. It was
an agonizing ordeal, but both
survived.

Green had never partici-
pated in anything like it. But
the boys’ condition was dire.
Green was stunned when he
saw them, burned every-
where but their armpits, the
soles of their feet and the
creases at the top of their
thighs.

“I had no choice,” he later
said. “I had to try.”

Born in Toronto, Canada,
on Sept. 10, 1925, Green never
sought to treat patients. He
studied medicine at the Uni-
versity of Toronto so he could
pursue medical research.

Green taught at New York
University’s medical school
from 1954 to 1970. He spent 10
years as a professor of cell bi-
ology at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology before
taking his position at Har-
vard.

While he was at MIT, he
became intrigued by terato-
mas, tumors that can include
partly formed teeth, bones,
even hair. He and a graduate
student, James Rheinwald,
were studying them in mice
when Rheinwald spotted ke-
ratinocytes — a basic build-
ing block of skin that had
never been successfully
raised in a culture.

The two managed to do it.

“Although it may seem un-
likely that the study of a
mouse tumor could lead to a
treatment for burned hu-
mans, the two subjects were
linked in a way that could not
have been foreseen,” Green
later wrote in Scientific
American.

The mouse study led to ex-
periments with human cells
taken from the discarded fore-
skins of circumcised new-
borns. Growing them in a
chemical broth atop a thin
layer of certain irradiated
cells from mice, they succeed-
ed. And though Green later
said he never saw himself as a
scientist “concerned with
practical problems,” he real-
ized immediately that he and
his colleagues were on the
verge of an important discov-
ery.

“Once you can grow vast
amounts of human skin cells
in culture, you have to ask
yourself what you can do with
them,” Green told the Har-
vard Gazette in 2010.

Using test-tube skin, they
treated a few patients with
small burns. Then, in July
1983, the boys from Wyoming
arrived. Dr. Nicholas
O’Connor, a Boston plastic
surgeon, enlisted Green and
his team.

“I knew that without our
skin, those kids didn’t have a
hope in hell,” O’Connor told
People magazine in 1984

Jamie had 150 grafts and
his brother had 200. Half their
skin was cultured in Green’s
lab.

“Green had inadvertently
developed a method for
growing skin stem cells out-
side the body,” the Harvard
Medical School statement
said.
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Holocaust survivor Judith Isaacson (right) died Tuesday at
age 90. In 2006, she and her husband, Irving Isaacson,
share a moment during a Lewiston High School senior
class assembly, when they gave students laptop comput-
ers.


