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Charlie Sheen says he is HIV positive
BY JILL SERJEANT
REUTERS

NEW YORK — Charlie
Sheen, the wayward star of
television comedy “Two and
A Half Men,” said on Tues-
day he was diagnosed as
HIV positive some four
years ago and had been ex-
torted for more than $10 mil-
lion to keep the information
quiet.

Sheen, 50, told NBC’s
“Today” show he was speak-
ing out because he was being
blackmailed, and to refute
tabloid reports that he has
AIDS and was spreading it
to others.

“I have to put a stop to
this onslaught, this barrage
of attacks and of subtruths
and very harmful and mer-
curial stories,” he said.

“I am here to admit that I
am in fact HIV positive,”
Sheen said, adding he was
“not entirely sure” how he
contracted the virus.

Sheen acknowledged he
had paid “upwards of $10 mil-
lion” in recent years to “des-
perate charlatans” for their
silence about his condition
but no longer would do so.

“I think I released myself
from this prison today,” he
said.

It was unclear on Tuesday
whether Sheen would bring
any legal action for extor-
tion or blackmail. His repre-
sentatives did not immedi-
ately respond to queries on
the matter.

Sheen’s doctor, Robert
Huizenga, also appeared on
the “Today” show and said
the actor “does not have
AIDS.” Huizenga said later

in an open letter released by
the actor that Sheen was
taking four antiretroviral
drugs and that his viral HIV
load was now “consistently
undetectable.”

Sheen, who has been di-
vorced three times, played
the womanizing bachelor
Charlie Harper on top-rated
comedy “Two and A Half
Men” for eight years before
being fired in 2011 for bad
behavior that included co-
caine-fueled partying with
porn stars and a conviction
for assaulting his ex-wife.

At the time, he was the
highest-paid actor on U.S,
television, with a reported
salary of some $1.8 million
per episode.

Asked whether he had
transmitted HIV to anyone
since his diagnosis, Sheen
said on Tuesday, “impossi-
ble,” adding that he had “al-
ways led with condoms and
honesty when it came to my
condition.”

He said he had informed his
ex-wives, actresses Brooke
Mueller and Denise Richards,
immediately after getting his
diagnosis. Mueller and Rich-
ards both issued statements
saying neither they nor their
four children with Sheen were
HIV positive.

After being fired from
“Two and A Half Men,”
Sheen set up home with two
porn stars he called “god-
desses” and boasted of hav-
ing “tiger blood” in his
veins.

It was around that time
that Sheen was first diag-
nosed.

“It started with what I
thought was a series of

crushing headaches,” he
said. “I thought I had a brain
tumor.”

In the open letter released
to media after the TV inter-
view, Sheen said shame and
disbelief over the diagnosis
led to “an abysmal descent
into profound substance
abuse and fathomless drink-
ing. It was a suicide run.”

The actor said he has put
his partying days behind
him.

Sheen, the son of “West
Wing” actor Martin Sheen,
said he doesn’t feel any stig-
ma from being HIV positive,
a condition that affects more
than 1.2 million people in
the United States alone, ac-
cording to government sta-
tistics.

HIV, or human immuno-
deficiency virus, weakens
the immune system by de-
stroying cells that fight dis-
ease. No cure exists, but

with medical care it can be
controlled. If not, one can
develop AIDS.

Reaction to Sheen’s an-
nouncement was largely
compassionate and his name
quickly become the top
trending topic on Twitter.

“Total respect to @char-
liesheen opening up about
his HIV positive status, may
your strength be repaid and
know people really do care!”
tweeted Brett Herriot.

Another Twitter posting,
from Howarse7, said, “I
don’t condone Charlie
Sheen’s recklessness but the
headlines and jokes about it
show just how little society
has progressed. It’s sad.”

Sheen also starred in
1980s movies “Platoon” and
“Wall Street,” as well as the
2012-2014 cable TV comedy
“Anger Management,”
which was closely based on
his life.

REUTERS | PETER KRAMER | NBC

Charlie Sheen listens during an interview with host Matt Lauer on the set of NBC’s “Today” show in Manhattan, New
York, on Tuesday. The former “Two and A Half Men” star said he is HIV positive.

BANGOR — The Ameri-
can Red Cross encourages
eligible donors to give blood
to help ensure a sufficient
supply throughout the holi-
day season.

A seasonal decline in do-
nations often occurs from
Thanksgiving to New
Year’s Day, when donors
get busy with family gath-
erings and travel. Howev-
er, patients don’t get a holi-
day vacation from needing
lifesaving transfusions. In

fact, every two seconds,
someone in the U.S. needs
blood.

Lorie Alwes remembers
her father being called often
to give blood — even on holi-
days. He had type O nega-
tive blood, the universal
blood type. “One time it was
in the middle of Thanksgiv-
ing dinner and off he went
without hesitation,” she re-
calls. “He explained to us
kids that his blood was used
in emergency situations and

could possibly save another
life.”

Years later, Alwes
learned that she also has
type O negative blood. She
has since donated whenev-
er needed and has encour-
aged her 17-year-old son to
carry on the lifesaving fam-
ily tradition that was so
important to his grandfa-
ther.

Donors with all blood
types are needed, and espe-
cially those with types O

negative, B negative, A neg-
ative and AB. All those who
come to donate Nov. 25-29
will get a Red Cross mixing
spoon and celebrity chef
recipe set, while supplies
last.

To make an appoint-
ment to donate blood,
people can download the
Red Cross Blood Donor
App from app stores, visit
redcrossblood.org or call
800-RED CROSS (800-733-
2767).

Red Cross seeks blood donations

— 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 18, Winslow Fire and Rescue, 114
Benton Ave.
— 1-6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, American
Legion Rockland, 335 Limerock St.
— 1-6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, Kittery
Lions Club, 117 State Road.
— 1-6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20, Riverside
United Methodist Church, 5 School
St., Porter.
— 1-6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20, Unity
Community Market, 368 Thorndike
Road.
— 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21,
VFW Bangor, 1368 Hammond Street
Extension, Bangor.
— 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21,
Hollis Fire Department, 405 Plains
Road, Hollis Center.
— 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21, Pa-
triot Subaru, 769 Portland Road,
Saco.

— 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23,
Camden National Bank, 245 Com-
mercial St., Rockport.
— Noon-5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23, Elm
Street School, 38 Jacksonville Road,
East Machias.
— Noon-6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23,
North Parish Church, 893 Main St.,
Sanford.
— 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23,
Wells High School, 222 Sanford
Road.
— 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 24,
Saint Joseph Hospital, 294 Center
St., Bangor.
— Noon-5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 24, St.
Joseph’s Church, 231 Main St., Ells-
worth.
— 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 24, Assem-
bly of God Church, 672 Main St.,
Damariscotta.
— 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 25,

Wal-Mart, 615 Wilton Road, Farming-
ton.
— 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 25,
Searsport Town Hall, 1 Union St., Se-
arsport.
— 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 25,
Nonantum Resort, 95 Ocean Ave.,
Kennebunkport.
— Noon-5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 25,
Elks Lodge, 68 Ocean Park Road,
Saco.
— Noon-5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 27, YMCA
Old Town, 501 Stillwater Ave.
— 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, Nov. 27, Gar-
diner Lions Club, 10 Lions Ave.
— 1-6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 30, Oakland
United Baptist Church, 47 Church St.
— 1-6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 30, Masonic
Lodge, 5 High St., Buckfield.
— Noon-5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 30,
Saint Margaret’s Church, 6 Saco
Ave., Old Orchard Beach.

Blood giving opportunities

Presque Isle farmer
looks to golden years
BY ANTHONY BRINO
BDN STAFF

Longtime Presque Isle
farmer Danny Stewart is
looking forward to retire-
ment and the freedom to
travel and visit grandkids
while aiming to keep his
fields and store running.

Stewart took over the farm
when he was a senior in high
school after his father died
unexpectedly, and he’s been at
it for 48 years, growing pota-
toes and vegetables on about
50 acres currently and selling
those and other foods and
crafts at his shop on Route 1, 4
miles south of Presque Isle.

Now, approaching age 66,
Stewart wants to downshift
a bit, so he and wife Lucille,
a former secretary at the
University of Maine Aroos-
took Research Farm, can
enjoy themselves and their
four grandkids.

“I can have some time to
spend with our grandchil-
dren, if the kids are up and
want to go to the lake,” he
said.

Stewart also has a bit of
wanderlust, with an urge to
explore the vast and diverse
United States.

“We generally go to Florida
a little bit every year, but I’d

just like to travel around and
see some of the country. I want
to go west to look around and
see the Grand Canyon,” he
said.

Stewart said he greatly en-
joyed the farm life — especial-
ly the spring rituals, “when
you get on the tractor and
smell the fresh dirt and you’re
rolling it over” — but he sees
challenges ahead for people
who want to make a living
farming. Particularly with in-
dustrial potatoes, he said, “it’s
pretty hard to get into, with
the size of the operations now
and the amount of land that
you’ve got to have.”

The Stewart’s Farm store
has long been a popular desti-
nation for locals and Aroos-
took travelers since it opened
in 1966, selling fresh veggies, a
dozen varieties of potatoes,
fruits and preserves, along
with Stewart’s own crafts,
such as barrels, furniture and
cribbage boards.

The store likely will remain
open despite Stewart taking a
step back. He’s planning to
rent out the farmland and the
shop — and he’ll still be grow-
ing a bit himself.

“I’m still going to work,
but I’m not going to worry
about dealing with a crew
and being around the store.”

Coast Guard rescuesman
off BoothbayHarbor
BY RYAN MCLAUGHLIN
BDN STAFF

BOOTHBAY HARBOR —
Coast Guard officials medi-
cally evacuated a 49-year-old
man from a fishing boat five
miles off of Boothbay Har-
bor on Monday.

According to a Coast
Guard statement, the man,
whose name was not dis-
closed, was in and out of
consciousness while aboard

a 20-foot commercial fishing
boat.

A good Samaritan had ra-
dioed the Coast Guard for as-
sistance upon seeing the man.

A Coast Guard rescue
boat brought the man to
shore where medics were
waiting to take him to Miles
Memorial Hospital in Dam-
ariscotta.

The man’s fishing boat
was towed to Carousel Ma-
rina in Boothbay Harbor.

DAVID OWEN

Dan Stewart of Stewart’s Farms in Presque Isle was fea-
tured in a traveling photography exhibit, “The Story Be-
hind Maine Farmers,”

Officials: Judge ‘manipulated’ court schedule
BY DEBORAH MCDERMOTT
SEACOASTONLINE.COM

ALFRED — The York
County commissioners
and part-time Probate
Judge Robert M.A. Nadeau
are embroiled in a contest
over changes to the court
schedule that commission-
ers charge have created a
backlog and that the judge
willfully made after they
denied him a raise in pay.

The judge strongly de-
nies the commissioners’
charges, saying in written
communication with the
county manager that they
are “misinformed, inap-
propriate, inaccurate and
rejected.”

The commissioners’
charges are contained in a
five-page findings of fact
written earlier this month
based on testimony at a
hearing on the issue in Oc-
tober. The accusations are
the most recent against
the judge, who is facing
disciplinary action before
the Maine Supreme Judi-
cial Court on Judicial
Code of Ethics violations.

The issue before the com-
missioners began last April,
when Nadeau asked the
commissioners to increase

the number of days he
works, from the current
two days a week at an an-
nual salary of $48,498 to ei-
ther three days ($90,000) or
five days ($120,000) a week.

Commissioners conclud-
ed Nadeau could continue
to adequately perform his
duties two days a week,
based on information pro-
vided by Register of Pro-
bate Carol Lovejoy. They
did raise his pay to $54,000
a year.

In the next several days,
according to documents at-
tached to the findings of
fact, Nadeau told Lovejoy,
among other things, to
block off time for research
and writing, restrict the
number of cases he would
hear and reschedule hear-
ings from Wednesday and
Thursday to Monday and
Friday — a change com-
missioners charge allows
Nadeau not to work on
Monday holidays when the
courts are closed.

Nadeau has said in both
an eight-page letter and
subsequent email to Coun-
ty Manager Gregory Zins-
er that he made the chang-
es so the cases that come
before him receive an ade-
quate amount of his time.

He switched to Mondays
and Fridays, he said, so he
can prepare on Fridays for
Monday action.

Lovejoy testified at the
hearing that the docket
was current as of April
2015, and backlogs of rou-
tine matters occurred only
afterward. But Nadeau
said “the court’s schedule
has historically been
plagued by a substantial
backlog, particularly a
trial backlog, that I could
never reduce.”

Commissioners said
after listening to testimo-
ny at the October hearing,
“the facts clearly establish
there was no emergency to
justify Judge Nadeau’s
unilateral scheduling
changes. Judge Nadeau
has deliberately manipu-
lated the Court schedule to
create a backlog of cases in
hopes of creating the ap-
pearance of need of more
judicial time to mask the
true purpose to obtain a
significant pay raise.”

Zinser said in a subse-
quent interview that be-
cause Nadeau is an elected
official and a judge, the
commissioners can only
request that he make
changes but can’t force

him to do so. He said the
court loses about six days
of court time under the
current schedule, due to
Monday holidays.

The county is research-
ing whether “we have to
pay him for days he’s not
technically here.”

Zinser said Nadeau is
mingling contested, un-
contested and routine mat-
ters together to make his
case. He said routine mat-
ters like name changes
take as little as five min-
utes of the court’s time.
There has always been a
backlog of contested mat-
ters, he said, but before
April it was only a two-
week backlog. Now it is
considerably longer.

Meanwhile, the SJC is
considering an ethics in-
fraction case against
Nadeau, who also has a
private practice in Bidd-
eford. According to court
documents, other lawyers
have charged that Nadeau
created a website for his
job as probate judge that
linked to the website of his
private practice.

Past cases against him
include a 2007 SJC suspen-
sion and a 2006 Board of
Bar Overseers reprimand.


