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obituaries
Death Notices

BARD, Constance, 86, Van Buren, November 22,
2015. Service 11 a.m., Saturday, November 28, 2015 at
St. Bruno-St. Remi Catholic Church, Van Buren. Lajoie
Funeral Home, 118 High St., Van Buren.
MACLEAN, Gerald Lloyd, 88, Charlton, MA and
Brownville Jct., November 21, 2015. Service 11:30
a.m., Wednesday, December 2, 2015 at Pine Tree
Cemetery, Brownville Junction. Lary Funeral Home.
MERRILL, Marion C., 90, Dover-Foxcroft, November
21, 2015. Lary Funeral Home.
OUELLET, Shirley E., 79, Presque Isle; at Presque
Isle, November 22, 2015. Service 10 a.m., Friday,
November 27, 2015 at North Main Street Catholic
Cemetery, Presque Isle. Duncan-Graves Funeral Home.

GERALD LLOYD MACLEAN

CHARLTON, MA AND
BROWNVILLE JCT. - Gerald

L. MacLean, 88,
died November
21, 2015, at his

home at the Overlook Life-
care Community. He was
born in Brownville Junction,
the son of Lloyd and Ellen
MacLean.

He graduated from
Brownville Junction High
School in 1944 and the Uni-
versity of Maine, Orono, in
1950. He served in the U.S.
Army (1944-1946) and
worked at General Electric
Company in the Lynn, MA,
Aircraft Engine Division
(1950-1987).

He is survived by his wife
of 65 years, the former Mary
Elizabeth Davis; three chil-
dren and their families:
daughter, Kristine and hus-
band, Ernest Bourgeois, and
Kristine's two children, son,
Michael and wife, Katy
(Whittingham) Gorman and
their daughter, Violet and
son, Geoffrey Gorman; son,
Steven and wife, Susan
(Dalzell) MacLean and their
three children, daughter,
Ashley and husband,
Michael MacCutcheon and
their children, son, Brady
and daughters, Nora and
Caitlin, son, Adam and wife,
Jennifer (Holbrook) MacLean
and their children, daughter,
Lila and son, Henry, daugh-
ter, Courtney and husband,
Aaron Johnson, and their
daughter, Eleanor; daugh-
ter, Karen and husband, An-
drew Kasper, and their two
children, daughter, Jill
Kasper and daughter, Erin
and husband, Jimmy Saban-
dith, and their daughter, Ella;
as well as several nieces,
nephews, cousins and in-
laws.

He was predeceased by
his parents; his sister and
brother-in-law, Annie and
Henry Graves; brother and
sister-in-law, Allan and Lil-
lian (Pray) McLean.

At his request, a Masonic
committal service will be
held graveside in the Pine
Tree Cemetery, Brownville
Junction on Wednesday, De-
cember 2, 2015, at 11:30 AM.
Arrangements are in the
care of the Lary Funeral
Home. Condolences and
memories may be expressed
at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

SHIRLEY E. OUELLET

PRESQUE ISLE - Shirley E.
Ouellet, 79, passed away
peacefully Sunday afternoon
November 22, 2015 at a
Presque Isle health care fa-
cility. She was born August
8, 1936 in Presque Isle, the
daughter of Tom and Eva
(Duplessis) Gardiner.

She loved Christmas and
enjoyed decorating her
apartment.

She is survived by two
brothers Donald and Fred
Gardiner of Presque Isle,
three sisters; Joanne
Madore, a special sister who
lived close by, and Jean
McIntyre, both of Presque
Isle, and Carline Ireland of
Florida, and a special niece
Betty Holder and her hus-
band Jack of Mapleton She
was predeceased by her
husband Paul Ouellet in
2013.

A graveside service will
be held 10AM Friday Nov. 27,
2015 at North Main Street
Catholic Cemetery, Presque
Isle with Rev. Alexander
Marie Doss officiating. On-
line condolences may be
shared at

www.duncan-graves.com

MARION C. MERRILL

DOVER-FOXCROFT - Mari-
on Ruth Copeland Merrill,
90, passed away November
21, 2015 at Hibbard Nursing
Home. She was born July
15, 1925, in Monson, the
daughter of Maurice and He-
len (Whittimore) Copeland.

Marion attended Monson
Academy and embraced be-
ing a housewife and mother.
She donated many years to
her children's activities as
well as to others. She de-
signed and sewed children's
quilts that were donated to
the Linus Foundation. She
loved her quilting, crafts,
cooking and painting. For
many years she and her hus-
band, Perley, were RSVP Vol-
unteers, spending many
hours at Hibbard Nursing
Home and "Meals For ME."
She was married to Perley
for 56 years and besides
their volunteering, loved to
travel, taking photos of their
adventures which were
shown at many functions.
She was a former member
of the Dover-Foxcroft United
Methodist Church and its or-
ganizations. During her last
years she was a member of
the Dover-Foxcroft Congre-
gational Church.

Marion is survived by her
daughter, Dianne M. Hand
and her husband, John, of
Ponce Inlet, FL; a daughter-
in-law, Katherine Merrill of
Falmouth, MA; six grandchil-
dren, Michelle Franz, David
Merrill, Jr., Heather O'Con-
nor, Nicole Merrill, Christo-
pher Hand, USAF, and Erika
Sumner, all of Mas-
sachusetts and Florida. She
leaves eight great-grandchil-
dren, Ashley Merrill, Hannah
and Haleigh Zion, Emily and
Isabella O'Connor, Zachary
Franz, Sadie Sumner, and
Penelope Margaret Hand;
two great-great-grandchil-
dren, Logan and Cameron;
and several nieces and
nephews.

Marion was predeceased
by her husband, Perley; son,
David; and brother, Ernest
Copeland.

A graveside service will
be conducted in the spring
at the family lot in Dover
Cemetery, with Rev. Chad
Poland officiating. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
Dover-Foxcroft Congrega-
tional Church, PO Box 328,
Dover-Foxcroft 04426. Ar-
rangements are in the care
of the Lary Funeral Home.
Condolences and memories
may be expressed at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

CONSTANCE BARD

VAN BUREN - Constance
Bard, 86, died peacefully
Sunday, November 22, 2015,
at a Van Buren healthcare fa-
cility. She was born Decem-
ber 3, 1928 in St. Andre, NB,
Canada, a daughter of the
late Onezime and Agnes
(Gaudreau) Michaud.

A Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated at 11 AM
on Saturday, November 28,
2015, at St. Bruno-St. Remi
Catholic Church, Van Buren.
Relatives and friends may
greet the family Friday 6-
8:00 PM and Saturday morn-
ing 9-10:30 AM at Lajoie Fu-
neral Home, 118 High St.,
Van Buren. Spring interment
will be in St. Bruno Ceme-
tery. For full obituary and to
share condolences online,
please visit
www.LajoieFuneralHome.com

In Loving Memory Of
HARRY A. (SONNY)

SANBORN

Nov 24, 1933 - Mar 04, 1991

Though you left family and
friends in the prime of your

life decades ago, your
dynamic spirit gifted us with
treasured memories. Visions
of you persist in a welding
mask, sparks flying around
you, or dressed to the nines

driving a vintage white
Cadillac and in swim trunks
tossing horseshoes. Your
wickedly funny sense of

humor always entertained
everyone. Memories of you
always surface when we see

your artistic creations in
metal and wood or pass the
camp you built. We have
passed down your tales in
the family, and we laugh all
over again, especially at The

Bear Story, which you
always swore was true.

Happy Birthday dear brother.
Your sisters,

Jane and Rosemary

In Memoriam

BY DAVID COLKER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Author Stephen Bir-
mingham wrote approxi-
mately 30 books, almost all
of which were about the
superwealthy. And he had
a good time doing so.

“I think rich people are
more interesting than poor
people,” he told the Cincin-
nati Enquirer in 1984.

His biggest hit was the
1967 nonfiction “Our
Crowd” about the Jewish
elite in New York, but Bir-
mingham was an equal op-
portunity chronicler, also
writing about African-
Americans, the Irish and
others, as long as they had
big money, whether old or
nouveau. He felt they had
been misrepresented.

“Sometimes I feel rather
sorry for the rich,” he told
the Enquirer, “because I’m
practically the only (writ-
er) who’s paying any atten-
tion to them. I mean, we’re
having all these serious
studies of poverty in Amer-
ica, now, these ‘demo-
graphic profiles.’

“And the poor old rich
are just sitting there and
they’re important too.”

Birmingham, 86, died
Nov. 15 at his home in New
York. The cause was can-
cer, said his son Carey.

“Our Crowd,” subtitled
“The Great Jewish Fami-
lies of New York,” was so
successful that he wrote
two follow-up books: “The
Grandees: America’s Sep-
hardic Elite” (1971) and
“The Rest of Us: The Rise of
America’s Eastern Europe-
an Jews” (1984).

He also wrote “Real
Lace: America’s Irish
Rich” (1973) and “Certain
People: America’s Black
Elite” (1977).

Some of his tales of the
wealthy were based on lo-
cation, such as “California
Rich” (1980) or “Live in the
Dakota” (1979) about resi-
dents of one of New York’s
most famous apartment
houses. There were also
novels and biographies of
figures such as Jacqueline

Onassis (though she de-
clined to be interviewed by
him).

In his most prolific peri-
od, from the late 1960s into
the 1990s, Birmingham
turned out nearly a book a
year.

“I think of myself as
being in the entertainment
business,” he said in a 1986
Contemporary Authors in-
terview. “I really write to
amuse and satisfy myself
primarily, and if somebody
else finds it amusing and
satisfying, that’s nice too.”

He relished anecdotes
that showed the excesses
and sometimes eccentrici-
ties of the wealthy. As an
example, he told the Cin-
cinnati paper of motoring
up the gravel driveway of
Anna Ingersoll, the daugh-
ter of a Philadelphia rail-
road magnate. Two men
“appeared behind my car,”
he said, “and raked the
gravel back into place after
my car went over it.”

Literary critics some-
times disparaged Birming-
ham’s breezy tomes. But
many admitted, even amid
critical reviews, that his
books were guilty plea-
sures.

Jonathan Kirsch, re-
viewing the novel “Car-
riage Trade” in the Los An-
geles Times in 1993, noted

that Birmingham kicked
off the book “with a device
so hackneyed that it has
become the stuff of parody:
the reading of the will.”

But by the end of the
book — a mystery tale con-
cerning a family dynasty in
the department store busi-
ness — Kirsch admitted to
being hooked.

“I was not surprised by
the destination,” Kirsch
wrote, “but, then, I did not
regret going along for the
ride.”

Birmingham was born
May 28, 1929, in Hartford,
Connecticut. His father
was a lawyer and “reason-
ably prosperous,” he told
Contemporary Authors.

When he was 2, his fami-
ly moved to Andover, Con-
necticut, where he attend-
ed a three-room grammar
school. His first exposure
to the extremely wealthy
came when he was sent to
the exclusive Hotchkiss
prep school, where “I was
rubbing shoulders with
Mellons, Fords, Vander-
bilts.”

He said he wasn’t at all
daunted by these families,
even when attending soci-
ety events.

“I found myself being in-
vited to all these fancy
coming-out parties for peo-
ple I didn’t even know,” he
said. “All you needed was
reasonably good manners
and a dinner jacket.”

Birmingham earned a
bachelor’s degree at Wil-
liams College and served in
the Army during the Kore-
an War. He worked in ad-
vertising and wrote for
magazines before trying
his hand at books.

In 1973 he moved to Cin-
cinnati, far from the hub of
the social whirl. He said it
was more conducive to
writing.

Birmingham is survived
by his partner of 42 years,
Edward Lahniers; sister
Susan Losee; sons Carey
and Mark; daughter Harri-
et; and a granddaughter.
His marriage to Janet Till-
man ended in divorce in
1974.

BY ELAINE WOO
LOS ANGELES TIMES

In 1958, Robert Shushan
was a Los Angeles high
school teacher with hopes
of joining the administra-
tive ranks when his sister
disrupted his plans.

She belonged to a grass-
roots parents group that
wanted to provide an alter-
native to institutionaliza-
tion for children like her
son, who was born with
profound intellectual dis-
abilities. But the group was
broke and falling apart.
Would Shushan consider
taking charge as its first
executive director?

He thought he would
help out temporarily, but
he wound up guiding the
Exceptional Children’s
Foundation to the forefront
of its field over the next 40
years.

Under his leadership,
the Los Angeles-area non-
profit pioneered programs
to tap the potential of peo-
ple whom society had
largely written off. It is one
of the oldest organizations
in the country providing
training, jobs and other
services to children and
adults with Down syn-
drome and other condi-
tions.

“He was there at the
frontier … a very creative
and strong spokesperson
for individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities,” Les-
lie B. Abell, an attorney
and past chair of the foun-
dation, said.

Shushan, who was
known nationally for ex-
panding opportunities for
the developmentally dis-
abled, died Nov. 9 in San
Diego after a short illness,
said his son, Larry. He was
86.

His efforts to help one
young man whose chal-
lenges involved his looks
as well as his mental limi-
tations inspired “Behind
the Mask,” a 1999 TV movie
starring Donald Suther-
land.

Shushan “was a pioneer
in addressing the physical
appearance of individuals
with disabilities to help
them overcome social stig-
ma and biases based upon
their looks,” said David
Dubinsky, regional direc-
tor of SourceAmerica, a na-
tional organization that
creates job opportunities
for disabled workers.

Born in Brooklyn, New
York, on June 23, 1929,
Shushan was the youngest
of six children of Russian
Jewish immigrants. He
moved to Los Angeles with
his family when he was 10.

After graduating from
Manual Arts High School,
Shushan studied music and
sociology at the University
of California, Los Angeles,
earning a bachelor’s degree
in 1951 and a master’s in
education in 1953.

He was a counselor and
department head at Poly-
technic High School in the
San Fernando Valley when
his sister told him about
the problems facing the
foundation: It was $12,000
in the red and the officers
had been thrown out.

He took the job in part
because “I was kind of
hooked on this particular
kid,” he said of his nephew,
who had been named after
him.

One of Shushan’s first
major initiatives as direc-
tor was a program that en-
abled adults with develop-
mental disabilities to
“learn and earn” by per-
forming packaging and as-
sembly jobs under con-
tracts with government
agencies and community
organizations.

“He believed in the value
that people with develop-
mental disabilities could
contribute to the business
community. He was well
ahead of everybody in be-
lieving in what could be
contributed to business
from our population,” said
Scott Bowling, who in 1999
succeeded Shushan as pres-
ident and chief executive.

Later, Shushan intro-
duced a fine arts training
program that enabled them
to create, exhibit and sell

their work. He also helped
establish a center for teach-
ing independent living
skills, such as how to pre-
pare a meal, catch a bus
and maintain an apart-
ment. Called the S. Mark
Taper Center for Excep-
tional Citizens, it is one of
16 centers operated by the
foundation, which now has
an annual budget of more
than $25 million.

One of Shushan’s proud-
est achievements was a
study he conducted in the
early 1970s for his doctoral
dissertation at UCLA. It
was sparked by his young
daughter, who asked him if
a child she saw in a nearby
car was developmentally
disabled. The child wasn’t
behaving unusually, but it
took only a quick glance
for Shushan to sense that
his daughter, then 5, was
right.

That experience led him
to mount an experiment to
determine whether there
were specific visual cues
that people use to identify a
person as mentally chal-
lenged. He thought it was
important to find out if
simple cosmetic improve-
ments could erase those
cues and thereby increase
the social acceptance of
such individuals.

He took photographs of
26 young adults, some of
whom had normal features
and abilities and others
who had Down syndrome.
He took another set of pho-
tos of the latter group after
making small adjustments
in their appearance, such
as adding makeup and styl-
ish glasses.

When he showed the
photos to separate groups
of volunteers, the results
were startling. The volun-
teers shown the “before”
shots quickly identified the
subjects who were develop-
mentally disabled. But
when another group of vol-
unteers was shown the
“after” pictures, he found
that they were far less like-
ly to identify the subjects
with Down syndrome.

In 1991 Shushan oversaw
a dramatic makeover of a
young man named James
Jones, whose social issues
stemmed not only from his
low IQ but from his physi-
cal features and traits, in-
cluding missing and gross-
ly misshapen teeth, a men-
acing walk and a thick,
dirty beard. His nickname
was “Wolfman.”

Shushan arranged for
him to undergo months of
dental restoration by oral
surgeons who donated
their services. He coun-
seled Jones on his groom-
ing and other habits, put
him in a new set of clothes
and had his hair cut and
styled. Jones, who had said
at the outset that he just
wanted “to look regular,”
was transformed. “All of
sudden,” Abell recalled,
“he had confidence.”

A story about Shushan
and Jones in the Los Ange-
les Times Sunday magazine
led to the 1999 CBS movie,
which starred Sutherland as
Shushan and Matthew Fox
as Jones. It ends with film of
a real-life reunion Shushan
arranged between Jones and
his estranged father.

Shushan’s first marriage
ended in divorce. Besides
his son Larry, of San Diego,
he is survived by son Jeff
of Seattle; daughter Debra
Shushan of Albany, Cali-
fornia; a granddaughter;
and two great-grandchil-
dren. His second wife,
Mary, died in 2010.

Dr. Robert Shushan

Author who chronicled the
superwealthy dies at 86

Robert Shushan,
opened doors for
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