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obituaries

ALBERT RICHARD CUSICK

SCARBOROUGH - Albert
Richard Cusick passed away

at the Scarbor-
ough Veteran's
Home on Tues-

day, December 15, 2015 after
a brief illness. Al was born in
Boston on December 10,
1931, the beloved son of
Sybil (Blackwood) and
James Cusick.

He attended schools in
Boston and entered the mili-
tary, proudly serving our
country as a Marine for near-
ly twenty years. He retired to
the family homestead in
Pembroke, Maine, where he
enjoyed the tranquility and
beauty of the downeast
Maine area.

Al was predeceased by
his parents, his two broth-
ers, James Cusick and
George Wallace Cusick, and
his two sisters, Mary Mil-
dred Cusick and Ellen Cusick
Madden. He is lovingly re-
membered by brother-in-law
Mark Madden, nieces and
nephews, James Cusick,
Richard Cusick, MaryEllen
Cusick Danahy, Regina Cu-
sick Donovan, Timothy Cu-
sick, Patricia Cusick Vittorini,
John Cusick, Mark Madden,
Sybil Madden Estes, Melissa
Madden Crehan, and Rachel
Madden McGonagle, as well
as close cousins Maureen
and Harry Brown, and many
other cousins.

The family extends appre-
ciation for the care Al re-
ceived from the nurses and
staff at the Bangor Veteran's
home and the Scarborough
Veteran's home. Also, the
family is very thankful for
the help and support of Al's
close friends, David and Car-
ole Brown of Pembroke.

Interment will take place
this summer in Pembroke,
Maine. Condolences may be
expressed online at www.ho
bbsfuneralhome.com. In lieu
of flowers, please make a
donation in Al's name to the
Wounded Warrior Project,
P.O. Box 758517, Topeka,
Kansas 66675.

THOMAS ALLEN MCAFEE

HOULTON - Thomas Allen
McAfee, 55, of Houlton died
Dec. 20, 2015 at his home.
He was born Oct. 18, 1960 in
Houlton, the son of Dana
and Betty (McLean) McAfee.

He graduated from Houl-
ton High School in 1979 and
retired from the MDOT. He
was a member and Past
Master of Monument Lodge
#96 AF & AM of Houlton
where he had just received
the "Mason of the Year"
award.

He was a member of
Anah Shriners Bangor
Maine and the Anah Indys,
North Country Cruisers,
Glenwood Racing, the Houl-
ton Fair Board, and the De-
molition Derby Board where
he organized several derby
events over the years. Most
of all he enjoyed spending
time with his family, espe-
cially his granddaughter.

Besides his mother of Lit-
tleton, he is survived by his
wife of 32 years Susan (Bur-
ton) McAfee; two children,
Brandon McAfee and Aman-
da Sue McAfee and her
daughter Gracie Sue, all of
Houlton; three siblings, An-
drew McAfee of Littleton,
Roxie and Chris Tarr of Little-
ton and Jody and Beth
McAfee of Linneus; and sev-
eral aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews and cousins. He
was predeceased by his fa-
ther and one brother, Daniel.

Friends may call 6-8 pm
Tue. at Bowers Funeral
Home 10 Water St, Houlton
where a Masonic funeral ser-
vice will be held at 7pm con-
ducted by Monument Lodge
#96 AF & AM and where fu-
neral services will be con-
ducted at 11am Wed. with
the Rev. Steven Straubel of-
ficiating. Interment will be in
the Littleton Cemetery. For
online condolences please
visit

www.bowersfuneral.com

LAWRENCE

JAMES CONROY

B U C K S P O RT A N D
LARGO, FLA. - Lawrence
James Conroy, born August
16, 1946 in McKeesport,
Pennsylvania died at home
in Largo, Florida on Decem-
ber 18, 2015 after a protract-
ed illness. He was the sec-
ond of seven children of Ed-
ward and Pauline Conroy,
consisting of five sons and
two daughters.

Predeceased by his par-
ents, Edward and Pauline, he
is survived by his son Gre-
gory Conroy of Largo, Flori-
da. Also older brother,
Thomas of Bucksport, sisters
Carol Greene and husband
Roger of Stockton Springs
and Stacy Haskell and hus-
band Danny of Blue Hill, and
younger brothers David of
Tallahassee, Florida; Mark of
Pembroke, Massachusetts;
and John of Portland, Maine
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Having moved from Penn-
sylvania to Bucksport, Maine
with his family in 1948, Larry
attended schools in Buck-
sport, graduating in 1964.
Upon graduation, he was
employed as a laboratory
technician in the St. Regis
Paper Company mill in town
for a total of 38 years.
Lawrence moved to Largo,
Florida after retirement.

Though a rather private
person, Larry enjoyed the
company of many friends
and acquaintances with
whom he spoke often. He
enjoyed evenings out, lob-
sters, fried clams, barbe-
qued chicken as well as golf
and summers visits in
Maine. He always kept in
touch and on birthdays, one
could always be sure that
there was a card from Larry.

A Service of Remem-
brance will be held at 2 p.m.
on Wednesday December
23, 2015, at Mitchell-Tweedie
Funeral Home 28 Elm St.
Bucksport.

www.mitchelltweedie-
young.com

REUTERS

At least five people had to
go to New Hampshire hospi-
tals for carbon monoxide ex-
posure Saturday due to a mal-
function at a propane produc-
tion plant, officials said.

The issue at the Liberty
Utilities plant in Keene oc-
curred at 9 a.m., and fire au-
thorities and utility staff have
been conducting door-to-door
evaluations of customers, ac-
cording to Keene Emergency
Services.

The utility company said
the issue affected propane and
air mixtures, causing gas

with a “high BTU content” to
enter the distribution system.

“The high BTU mixture in
the Keene pipeline system can
potentially produce carbon
monoxide at the gas appli-
ance/burner tip in a home or
business,” Liberty said in a
statement.

By 10 p.m., the Keene Fire
Department had checked
about 60 percent of the 1,250
customers affected, and fire-
fighters had responded to
more than 100 calls for ser-
vice, officials said.

Liberty said customers
should be cautious of gas
odors or carbon monoxide

poisoning in their homes,
and get fresh air if they start
experiencing headaches,
dizziness, nausea or spots
before the eyes.

The emergency services de-
partment said the Red Cross
had opened a warming shel-
ter as residents had been
disconnected from gas
throughout the day. Liberty,
however, said no customers
were using it.

The National Weather
Service reported that the
temperature in the Keene
area was about 30 degrees
Fahrenheit just before mid-
night.

Kentucky artist Tharsing dies
BY KARLA WARD
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER

Lexington artist and re-
tired University of Kentucky
art professor Robert Thar-
sing, 72, died Saturday after a
long battle with cancer.

Tharsing was known for
his palette of bold, bright col-
ors and eclecticism: He paint-
ed landscapes and other rep-
resentational work as well as
abstracts, and he sculpted.

“He was always interested
in opposites … yin and yang,”
said his wife, Lexington artist
and art dealer Ann Tower.
“How we perceive the world
and how you can present it in
a painting.”

Tower, who represented
Tharsing in his work and who
operates Ann Tower Gallery
on Main Street, said her hus-
band never stopped painting
even though he had been ill
for a long time.

“He loved painting,” she
said. “He has left a huge, huge
body of work.”

Lexington photographer
Guy Mendes, a longtime
friend of the couple, said
Tharsing’s “work was what
drove him and kept him
going.”

“It was all about the pro-
cess, about the making,”
Mendes said. “That’s why he
kept doing it. It thrilled him.”

Though Tharsing had
shown his work nationally
and internationally, he was
featured in his first solo exhi-
bition in New York City this
summer. Paradise Interrupt-
ed, a series of works inspired
by his fight against cancer,
was on display at Christian
Berst Art Brut on Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side. The
show was organized by Lex-
ington native Phillip March
Jones, who directs the gal-
lery.

A native of southern Cali-
fornia, Tharsing said he knew
even as a child that he wanted
to be a painter. He studied at
the University of California at
Berkeley in the 1960s, earning
bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees.

“I came away with the idea
that there wasn’t one right
way of making art, that there
were many ways of making
art that were interesting and
important,” he told the Her-
ald-Leader in 1990.

He came to Lexington in
1971 to teach at UK, having
previously taught at Berkeley
and Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity.

He retired in 2002.
Tharsing and Tower have a

daughter, Lina Tharsing, who
is also an artist, and the three
spent hours in his-and-hers
studios built in the backyard

of the couple’s downtown
home.

“We’ve had such a wonder-
ful life,” Tower said Saturday
night.

For years, the couple spent
their summers in Nova Scotia,
painting. Nature was a fre-
quent theme in Robert Thar-
sing’s work, and many of his
sculptures were created from
driftwood he collected there.

Other works were based on
months the couple spent in
Italy, and later, time spent
snorkeling in St. John in the
Virgin Islands.

“He engaged in his whole
life as art,” Tower said. “It was
like research for him. He
would follow every idea fully.”

Though he appreciated
having his work noticed,
Tower and Mendes said Thar-
sing shunned the spotlight
and had a somewhat reserved
personality.

“He preferred to have his
paintings speak for him, and
his paintings spoke volumes,”
Mendes said.

In addition to Ann Tower
and Lina Tharsing, he is sur-
vived two children from a pre-
vious marriage, Annika
Christie and her husband,
John Christie, and Behr Thar-
sing and his wife, Valorie
Tharsing, all of California;
five grandchildren and two
sisters.

Canadiens great DickieMoore dies
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former Montreal Cana-
diens great Dickie Moore
died Saturday. He was 84.

Moore, a noted playmaker
in the 1950s, won six Stanley
Cup titles with the Cana-
diens. That included five in
consecutive years.

Moore also won the Art
Ross Trophy twice from
1956-60.

“Dickie Moore was a play-
er of great skill and even

greater heart, someone ad-
mired on the ice for his will
to win and adored in the
community for his commit-
ment to good deeds,” com-
missioner Garry Bettman
said in a statement. “A six-
time Stanley Cup winner
and two-time scoring cham-
pion, Dickie Moore refused
to let injuries stop him from
reaching remarkable
heights of success.

“As we mourn his pass-
ing, the National Hockey

League family sends our
deepest condolences to his
family and his many friends
inside and outside of the
game.”

Moore established an
NHL mark with 96 points in
70 games in the 1958-59 sea-
son. He also led the league
with 84 points in 1957-58. He
accumulated 594 points in 12
seasons with Montreal. He
is third among left wingers
on the team’s all-time list in
goals (254) and points.

Portlandman severely burned in fire
BY NICK MCCREA
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — A Port-
land man suffered severe
burns Friday night after a
cigarette set his pajamas on
fire, according to the Maine
Fire Marshal’s Office.

Portland firefighters went
to the man’s apartment at
Franklin Towers around

7:30 p.m. after a smoke alarm
sounded.

They arrived to find Myron
H. McLaughlin, 80, with “crit-
ical” burns. He was being
treated Saturday at Maine
Medical Center for burns to
60 percent of his body, Maine
Department of Public Safety
spokesman Stephen McCaus-
land said in a news release
issued Saturday afternoon.

“Fire marshal investiga-
tors say it appears McLaugh-
lin was smoking while sit-
ting in a living room chair
and his fleece pajamas
caught fire as a result,” Mc-
Causland said, adding there
was no damage to the apart-
ment.

Follow Nick McCrea on
Twitter at @nmccrea213.

JimmyCarter’s grandson dies at 28
REUTERS

Former President Jimmy
Carter’s 28-year-old grand-
son, Jeremy, has died, Cart-
er told a church gathering
on Sunday, the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution re-
ported.

The newspaper said Cart-
er, who two weeks ago said
he is now cancer-free, ap-
peared at the Maranatha
Baptist Church to teach his
regular Sunday school class
and told church members
that his grandson had died a
few hours before.

The cause of death was
unclear. The 91-year-old for-
mer president told the
church Jeremy Carter had

felt unwell on Saturday and
that his mother discovered
his heart had stopped after
he went to take a nap at his
family’s home in Peachtree
City, Georgia, the newspa-
per reported.

Officials with the Carter
Center, a nonprofit founded
by the former president to
promote peace and health,
did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

Carter announced at the
same church two weeks ago
that he was cancer-free, four
months after he revealed
that his melanoma had
spread from his liver to his
brain. He continues to un-
dergo regular treatment.

Church member Jill
Stuckey told the Journal-
Constitution that Jeremy
Carter was a “great, fun-lov-
ing guy.”

“Life’s full of its ups and
downs and the Carters
aren’t immune,” the news-
paper quoted her as saying.

Carter, a former peanut
farmer, served as president
from 1977 to 1981, losing his
re-election bid to Ronald Rea-
gan. While his presidency has
been derided by critics as un-
successful, Carter has built a
powerful post-White House
legacy, winning a Nobel
Peace Prize in 2002 and stay-
ing active into his 90s work-
ing for causes such as fight-
ing disease in Africa.

Five hospitalized for carbonmonoxide exposure

BY GARRIN MARCHETTI
THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE

SALEM, New Hampshire
— A routine maintenance
procedure turned tragic Sat-
urday at Sears Auto Center at
the Mall at Rockingham Park,
when a tire explosion left an
employee dead and a custom-
er with serious injuries.

According to Salem police,
22-year-old Justin Almon, of
Sandown, New Hampshire,
died after the large truck tire
he was fixing exploded,
knocking him and the cus-
tomer, 23-year-old Adam
Sproul of Boothbay, Maine, to
the ground inside the auto
center’s garage.

Both men were found un-
conscious when Salem police
officers and firefighters re-
sponded to the scene shortly
after 7:45 a.m., according to
Sgt. Chad Clark, who ad-
dressed the media at a press
conference in front of the po-
lice station late Saturday af-
ternoon.

“One of [the victims] had a
severe head injury, and the
other [Sproul] was brought
back [to consciousness] by
Salem fire,” Clark said.

Almon was taken to Park-
land Medical Center in Derry,

where he was pronounced
dead shortly after his arrival.
Clark said Almon had
“coughed and moved his
arm” inside the garage,
prompting paramedics to
take him to the hospital.

Sproul regained con-
sciousness and was initially
taken to Lawrence General
Hospital, but was later air-
lifted to Boston Medical Cen-
ter for treatment for severe
head trauma. Clark did not
have an update on his condi-
tion Saturday, but did say
his injuries were not life-
threatening.

According to Clark, Almon
was fixing the tire on an in-
dustrial tire changer, a ma-
chine used to dismount and
mount automobile tires.
Sproul had come into the auto
center and asked Almon to
have a tire be mounted onto a
specific rim of his vehicle. As
Almon leaned over the tire
changer and attempted to
mount the tire, the tire and
rim exploded and hit him in
the head. The tire and rim did
not explode into pieces; rath-
er, both exploded as a whole.

“This was something [tire
technicians] do everyday,”
Clark said. “The inflation
may have been too much,

but that’s all we know. We’re
still investigating what hap-
pened.”

Salem Fire Department
Captain Jon Brackett has
been with the department
for 17 years, but cannot re-
member an incident similar
to Saturday’s occurring dur-
ing his tenure.

“They used to be a lot
more frequent, but I haven’t
seen one in quite some
time,” Brackett said of tire
explosions. “I worked with
another department before
Salem, and I remember re-
sponding to one about 20
years ago. But it’s been a
long time.”

Sears Auto closed for the
rest the day, according to
Clark, who said all the em-
ployees who were at work at
the time of the accident were
“pretty shaken up” by the
horrific nature of their col-
league’s death.

“For a regular person who
doesn’t see that happen, it’s
pretty traumatic,” Clark said.
“Even for the first responders
who show up … even if you
see it on a regular basis, it’s
still, especially this time of
year [with the holidays]. It’s
traumatic for us to see this
happen to such a young kid.”

NHmandies, Mainer hurt in tire explosion


