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Prize-winning director
Joseph Sargent dies at 89
BY STEVE CHAWKINS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Joseph
Sargent, a prolific director
whose best-known film was
“The Taking of Pelham One
Two Three” and whose doz-
ens of TV movies included
explorations of sensitive ra-
cial topics, died Dec. 22 at
his Malibu home. He was
89.

Sargent’s death was
caused by chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease,
said his wife, Carolyn Nel-
son Sargent.

Sargent made about 70
films, mostly for television.
Some of his projects — such
as the 1997 HBO film “Miss
Evers’ Boys,” a story about
the infamous government
study of black syphilis pa-
tients in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama — had strong mes-
sages that sometimes forced
Sargent to tamp down his
own strong opinions in the
course of filming.

“I didn’t want to be in a
position of commenting, po-
litically, on the subject mat-
ter, because the subject
matter takes care of it,” he
said in an oral history with
the Directors Guild of
America. “It’s the same
challenge that an actor has
— and that I try to correct.”

“The Taking of Pelham
One Two Three” was a 1974
thriller about a subway hi-
jacking. It didn’t tackle so-
cial issues but gave viewers
some heart-pounding in-
sights into the deteriorat-
ing, increasingly violent
and ever-sardonic New
York City of the day.

“As a young director, I
liked to think of myself as
doing only meaningful, sub-
stantive stuff,” he remi-
nisced for The New York
Times in 2003. “I didn’t par-
ticularly jump up and down,
but it was a job and it was
an exciting caper at that. So
I thought I’d give it a go.”

Filming required eight
grueling weeks in under-
ground tunnels and an
abandoned Brooklyn sub-

way station. Sargent
couldn’t persuade image-
conscious transit officials
to let him film the city’s
standard, graffiti-riddled
subway cars but agreed
with them on not giving
prospective terrorists any
hints on how to halt a train.

“What Marty Balsam does
in the film, when he sets up
all that paraphernalia to de-
feat the Dead Man’s Switch,
that’s all Mickey Mouse,”
Sargent said. “That’s not the
way you’d do it. And I still
don’t know to this day how
it’s done.”

Sargent also directed
“Jaws: The Revenge,” shoot-
ing it in 54 breakneck days
for summer release in 1987.
Steven Spielberg took near-
ly three times that long to
shoot the original.

In rapid-fire meetings,

Sargent “called me Doc and
everyone else Baby,” wrote
shark expert John McCosk-
er, a consultant on Sargent’s
film.

“Doc, would the shark in
scene nine take off the guy’s
arm at the shoulder or the
elbow?” Sargent would ask
in a typical session. “Terry,
do we lose our PG-13 if the
shark bites above the knee?”

Sargent’s Emmys were
for directing “The Marcus-
Nelson Murders” (1973),
based on a true story about a
wrongfully accused black
man; “Love Is Never Silent”
(1985), the Depression-era
story of a young woman car-
ing for her deaf parents; the
mystery “Caroline?” (1990);
and “Miss Rose White”
(1992), the story of a young
woman forced to confront
her Jewish identity.

He won comparable
awards from the Directors
Guild, whose president,
Paris Barclay, said in a
statement that Sargent “em-
bodied directorial excel-
lence on the small screen.”

Born to Italian immi-
grants in Jersey City, New
Jersey, on July 22, 1925, Gi-
useppe Daniele Sorgente
was the son of an ice-wagon
driver and a seamstress. As
a boy, he organized a neigh-
borhood circus. He changed
his name to Joseph Sargent
early in his career.

Sargent entered the
Army during World War II
and fought in the Battle of
the Bulge. Several of his
films delved into the war:
“MacArthur” (1977), star-
ring Gregory Peck, was a
biography of the U.S. gen-
eral; and “Warm Springs”
(2005) was an HBO movie
about Franklin D. Roos-
evelt’s battle with polio.

Returning to New York,
Sargent attended the New
School for Social Research
and theater classes at the
Actors Studio. Though he
started as an actor, he soon
was directing.

“An actor does that when
he finds he’s too old for the
parts he used to be too short
for,” he once joked.

Sargent directed episodes
of TV series, including
“Lassie,” “Gunsmoke,”
“The Man from U.N.C.L.E.”
and “Star Trek,” before
signing on for full-length
films.

With his wife, Sargent
was active in the formation
of the Deaf West Theatre in
Los Angeles. Carolyn Sar-
gent lost much of her hear-
ing in a childhood accident.

Sargent quit directing at
84 but taught part time at
the American Film Insti-
tute and Pepperdine Uni-
versity.

In addition to Carolyn,
Sargent’s wife of 44 years,
his survivors include
daughters Lia Sargent and
Athena Sargent Sergneri. A
previous marriage ended in
divorce.

‘Lost Boys,’
‘Gilmore Girls’
actor dies at 71
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Ed-
ward Herrmann, the actor
who gained fame playing a
young FDR on TV but was
known more recently as the
patriarch of “Gilmore
Girls,” has died, his manag-
er confirmed to Buzzfeed
News. He was 71.

Herrmann, who co-
starred with Jane Alexan-
der in a pair of much-praised
“Eleanor and Franklin” tel-
epics in 1976 and 1977, had
been previously diagnosed
with brain cancer. His fami-
ly told TMZ that he had been
in a New York hospital for
the past three and a half
weeks, and they decided to
take him off the respirator
when his condition did not
improve.

His accolades include an
Emmy in 1999 for his guest
appearances as a law profes-
sor on “The Practice” and a
Tony in 1976 for the play
“Mrs. Warren’s Profession.”
Most recently, he appeared
on several episodes of CBS’
“The Good Wife” and “How I
Met Your Mother” and
ABC’s “Black Box.”

His notable film roles in-
cluded playing the father of
Macaulay Culkin in 1994’s
“Richie Rich,” as well as Max
in 1987’s “The Lost Boys.”

Herrmann was a series
regular as Richard Gilmore
on “Gilmore Girls,” which
ran from 2000-2007 (first on
the WB, then the CW). He
earned two Emmy nomina-
tions for his work in “Elea-
nor and Franklin” and “El-
eanor and Franklin: The
White House Years.” The
actor was nominated for
five Emmys overall. He
also nabbed a second Tony
nomination in 1983 for the
play “Plenty.”

Herrmann’s resonant
voice made him a favorite
choice as narrator of docu-
mentaries and specials
and for voice-over work.
He did a slew of such spe-
cials for A&E, History
Channel and PBS over the
years.

Herrmann was married
twice and is survived by
three children.

Edward Herrmann,
who co-starred with
Jane Alexander in a
pair of much-praised
“Eleanor and Franklin”
telepics in 1976 and
1977, had been
diagnosed with
brain cancer
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Director Joseph Sargent poses on location while filming in
this undated photo. Sargent, an actor turned Emmy-win-
ning director, died Dec. 22 in Malibu. He was 89.

Diocese sells church to Jewish group
BY DAVID HARRY
THE FORECASTER

PORTLAND — St. Pat-
rick Roman Catholic
Church at 1342 Congress St.
will be sold to the Jewish
Community Alliance of
Southern Maine.

“The JCA has completed
a purchase and sale agree-
ment for the land on which
we will build our new
home,” Jewish Community
Alliance President Steven
Brinn and Executive Direc-
tor Emily Chaleff an-
nounced Dec. 22 in an email
to members.

On Dec. 23, Chaleff said
the agreement means the
Jewish Community Center
will be able to move from its
building at 57 Ashmont St.,
which lacks adequate space
for the Jewish Community
Alliance’s programs and
services.

“Over time, it just wasn’t
big enough,” Chaleff said of
the Jewish Community
Center home for the last 32
years.

The alliance and commu-
nity center are used by
Jews and non-Jews from
the midcoast through south-
ern York County. Programs
include Jewish Family Ser-
vices, Center Day Camp,
and other social service,
educational, recreational
and cultural activities.

The agreement also
marks the end of concur-
rent efforts to find a new
home for the Jewish Com-
munity Center and to sell
the Congress Street prop-
erty owned by the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Port-
land.

The sale price was not
disclosed, but an online
listing by Malone Commer-
cial Brokers asked $1.6 mil-
lion for the 2.2-acre site.

The deal to sell the
church comes after a 2013
agreement with Charter
Realty & Development
Corp. fell through. Charter,
owners of the adjacent

Westgate Shopping Center,
intended to tear down the
church and redevelop the
property.

Roman Catholic Diocese
of Portland spokesman
Dave Guthro did not return
telephone calls and emails
about the sale to the Jewish
Community Alliance.

The alliance was formed
by merging the Jewish
Community Center and for-
mer Jewish Federation in
1998, Chaleff said. A task
force was formed in 2009 to
find a new building, and
Chaleff said it was the gen-
erosity of Sidney Levine
that moved the process for-
ward.

Levine, a Portland na-
tive and tailor who died
Jan. 15, 2011, at age 88, left
his assets to the alliance,
providing seed money for a
capital campaign.

“It was really prescient
of Mr. Levine to make this
gift,” Chaleff said. “I don’t
think we’d be where we are
today without his fore-
sight.

“It is a really wonderful
neighborhood opportuni-
ty,” Chaleff said, adding
the task force sought an

easily accessible site, close
to Interstate 295 and with
enough room to build a
playground for children in
the alliance’s day camps
and pre- and after-school
programs.

The alliance expects to
double its indoor space to
between 15,000 and 18,000
square feet.

The immediate plans are
to meet with neighbors to
discuss potential plans and
start the municipal review
process for permits, Chaleff
said.

“We are in a quiet phase
of fundraising,” she said.

City tax records indicate
St. Patrick’s was built in

1964. Church services there
ended in 2013.

The sale would be anoth-
er in a recent series of di-
vestitures by the diocese.

The former St. Patrick
School at 1251 Congress St.
was closed in 2007 and con-
verted to condominiums.
In December 2013, the dio-
cese completed the $730,000
sale of St. John the Evange-
list Church and associated
properties around 611 Main
St. in South Portland.

The Jewish Community
Center was located in a
five-story Cumberland Av-
enue building until the
move to Ashmont Street in
1982.
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St. Patrick’s Church at 1342 Congress St. in Portland

The existing Jewish Community Center at 57 Ashmont St.
in Portland has been in use for 32 years.

CDC: Flu reaches
epidemic threshold
BY HELENA OLIVIERO
THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-
CONSTITUTION

ATLANTA — The flu has
officially reached an epi-
demic threshold, according
to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

At least 15 children have
died from flu-related deaths
across the country, accord-
ing to the CDC. A 3-year-old
child in Georgia recently
died from flu-related compli-
cations, according to latest
flu report released Wednes-
day by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health. In
Georgia, there have been of
12 flu-related deaths this
year since Oct. 1. Most of the
deaths involved adults 65
and older. Last year at this
time, there were 8 flu-associ-
ated deaths in Georgia.

The flu season is in full
swing with the flu wide-
spread in Georgia and much
of the country. State data
suggest flu season may have
peaked earlier this year
than last.

State health department
spokeswoman Nancy
Nydam said at this time last
year, flu activity was low
and intensity was 4 (on a
scale of 1-10, 10 being the
highest). This year flu activ-
ity is widespread and inten-
sity is 10 — and has been for
the past 2-3 weeks. There
have been 459 people hospi-
talized this year in for flu-
related illness in metro At-
lanta area. (Last year, there
were 296 hospitalizations in
metro Atlanta during this
same time period.)

One reason for the bad flu
season is this year’s vaccine
is not considered as effec-
tive. The dominant flu strain
this year — H3N2 — has
mutated, and only about
half of the cases match the
vaccine, according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Flu viruses are constantly
changing and they mutate
all the time — from one sea-
son to the next or they can
even change within the
course of the same season.
This kind of gradual change
is called “drifting.”

The CDC said flu shots
may still offer some protec-
tion against drifted viruses,
which could help lessen the
severity of the symptoms
and reduce the risk of com-
plications, such as hospital-
ization and death. Flu shots
also will still protect against
flu strains that have not mu-
tated, such as the influenza
A (H1N1) virus and the B vi-
ruses contained in the vac-
cine.

Since experts must pick
which viruses to include in
the vaccine several months in
advance to produce and de-
liver the vaccine for the up-
coming flu season, there’s al-
ways this risk that the circu-
lating viruses will deviate
from the ones used for the
vaccine. There’s not enough
time to change the vaccine for
this flu season.

In past years, H3N2 strains
have tended to be more se-
vere, sending more people to
the hospital than other
strains — and causing more
deaths, especially among the
elderly, children and people
with weakened immune sys-
tems.

The flu usually takes the
highest toll on the very young
and the very old.

Depending on the season,
the flu claims the lives of any-
where between 3,000 and
49,000 people a year in the
United States.

Even when some circulat-
ing viruses are different from
the vaccine viruses, the CDC
continues to strongly recom-
mend vaccination against the
flu. While the vaccine may be
less effective against drifted
viruses, it can still protect
many people and prevent flu-
related complications. Facing
a nasty flu season, getting a
vaccine that provides even
partial protection may be
more important than ever,
according to the CDC.

The CDC is also urging
people with flulike symp-
toms to seek treatment as
soon as possible. Tamiflu
and Relenza, a class of drugs
called neuraminidase inhibi-
tors, are designed to block
replication of the flu virus in
the body.

They work best when
taken within a day or two of
getting sick, and experts say
these antiviral medications
seem to be particularly effec-
tive with this year’s virus
circulating.

With a severe flu season
and less-effective vaccine,
Nydam said it’s key to rely
on the basics, including:

Wash your hands.
Cover your cough.
Stay home from work or

school whenever you think
you might be sick.

Get a flu shot.
“It’s still very important to

tell people it is not too late to
get a flu shot,” she said.
“Typically, flu doesn’t peak
until the end of January or
first of February, and often
circulates into late March or
longer. It takes a couple of
weeks for the flu vaccine to
be fully effective, so there is
still plenty of time to be im-
munized and be protected.”


