
C6 Saturday/Sunday, January 23-24, 2016, Bangor Daily News

obituaries

In Memoriam

In Loving Memory Of
EDWARD EARL SPRAGUE

Jan 15, 1937 - Jan 23, 2014

Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed

Gayle and Family

In Loving Memory Of
JANICE B. DAIGNEAULT

Aug 12, 1954 - Jan 24, 2000

It's hard to believe 16 years
have gone by since we said

goodbye. You're in our
memories and hearts, and
always in our minds. So say
a prayer for us until we're

together again.
Love always, Rick, Ricky,

Joey and Kristine

In Loving Memory Of
FRANK R. CURRIER SR.

'THE WRECKER'

Dec. 2, 1928 - Jan. 24, 2001

Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure.
You are loved beyond
words, And missed
beyond measure.

We love and miss you!
Pam, Steve, Lisa, Eric, Kayla,

Peter, Kolbi, Tori, Reed,
Frankie, Brandon

and Willy

ARTHUR L. BRIGGS

OAKFIELD - Arthur L. Brig-
gs, 68, passed away January
13th, 2016 at his home sur-
rounded by his loving fami-
ly. He was born November
9th, 1947 in Lincoln, Maine,
the son of John & Shirley
(Malcolm) Briggs.

At the age of 7, Arthur
moved to Oakfield and be-
came a member of the Cran-
dall clan. Upon his retire-
ment from Dead River Com-
pany, after a long career as a
propane delivery driver, he
received what would be-
came one of his most prized
possessions, a lifetime pass
to all Southern Aroostook
home games. Being an avid
basketball fan, Arthur en-
joyed watching any game,
but took great pride in being
the first recipient of a life-
time pass to all Southern
Aroostook home games.
Even if you didn't see him in
the Warriors gym, you
would hear him cheering for
the players "offering" strate-
gies to the coaches and mak-
ing calls for the referees,
even if he wasn't certified.

Arthur is survived by his
loving wife of 44 years,
Cathy (McMannus) Briggs;
his children: Tammy Briggs
and Crystal & John Folsom;
his "adopted" children:
Rachel & Travis Desrosier
and Eric Crandall; grandchil-
dren: Ria and Morgan Kin-
ney, Colton and Emma Fol-
som and Sammi and Caleb
Desrosier; brothers: Almon
and his wife, Theresa, of Lin-
coln, Richard and sister-in-
law, Madeline, of Houlton;
sisters: Shirley Drew and her
husband, Peter of Oakfield,
Margaret Hardy and com-
panion, Jan McLoughlin, of
Norway; Mother-in-law, Al-
ice McMannus of Smyrna;
brothers and sister-in-laws:
Nancy & Glen Hersey of
Oakfield and Craig & Julie
McMannus of Merrill; special
friends: Arnold & Brenda
Farrar and Marla Crandall as
well as several nieces and
nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his parents, Thel-
ma & Asa Crandall; father-in
-law, Stuart McMannus;
brothers: Kenneth and Ray-
mond; a very special sister-
in-law, Rosella and his
brother of the heart, Bruce
Crandall.

There will be no funeral
services per Arthur's wishes.

The family will be estab-
lishing a scholarship in
Arthur's memory. Those
who wish to may send dona-
tions to Cathy Briggs.

For online condolences
please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com

LINDA LEE

(STEWART) SCOTT

LINNEUS - Linda Lee
(Stewart) Scott, 68, passed
away Wednesday, January
21, 2016, in the comfort of
her home. Friends may call 1
-2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23,
2016, at Bowers Funeral
Home, 10 Water St., Houlton,
with funeral services at 2
p.m. A spring interment will
take place at Linneus Ceme-
tery. For online condolences
please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com.

CLARENCE CURTIS

ORLAND - Clarence Curtis,
born November 11, 1929,
died in his sleep, January 22,
2016. He was 86 years old.
Curt will be reunited with his
wife of 43 years, June who
passed away in 1992.

Clarence served in the
United States Air Force, was
President of the New Hamp-
shire Sportsman Guild, also
the Groveton NH Fish and
Game Club. He was active in
local community govern-
ment and loved the out-
doors. We will all miss his
sense of humor, his ability to
fix anything and his always
being there when you need-
ed him.

Clarence is survived by
two of his sisters, Elizabeth
Blodgett and Marjorie Jor-
dan, both of Sun City, FL;
three children, Alan Curtis,
Terry Swazey and Ron Curtis,
and their spouses, Beth,
Andy and Vicki; 10 grandchil-
dren, 10 great-grandchildren
and one great-great-grand-
child.

A family graveside service
is being planned for the
summer in Stratford, NH. Ar-
rangements are under the
care of Mitchell-Tweedie Fu-
neral Home and Cremation
Services, Bucksport.

mitchelltweedie-young.com

VAUGHN E. SPEED

CORINTH and LAKELAND,
FL - Vaughn E. Speed, 78,
passed away in Lakeland,
FL, January 17, 2016, with his
beloved wife by his side. He
was born in Exeter, March
19, 1937, the son of Elwyn
and Jenny (Pike) Speed.

Vaughn attended Corinth
schools and after graduation
he joined the workforce,
working several different
jobs before going to work
for Prudential. He retired
from insurance sales with
Prudential after nearly 25
years. Vaughn loved to talk
to anyone he met, and there-
fore he never met a stranger.
He always enjoyed convers-
ing with new people. He
liked playing music with oth-
ers, and he played the gui-
tar, mandolin, bass and
most notably, the banjo.
Vaughn was a longtime
member of Cornerstone
Baptist Church. He was a
man of strong faith who held
many different roles in the
church. He was a Sunday
School teacher to both youth
and adults, song leader,
board member, and provid-
ed music ministry in nursing
homes. His nursing home
ministry extended to his
snowbird trips to Florida.
Eventually, Vaughn and his
wife, Christine moved to
Florida year round, where
they spent the last 18 years,
joining a new church family
in Lakeland, Lake Gibson
Nazarene Church.

Vaughn was a wonderful
husband to his wife and dot-
ing father to his five daugh-
ters. Vaughn was always
lending a helping hand to
anyone in need. He will be
greatly missed by his family.

In addition to his parents,
Vaughn was predeceased by
his son-in-law, Michael
Luellen; and his grandson,
Gabriel. He is survived by
his wife of 58 years, Chris-
tine (Nutter) Speed; five
daughters, Marilyn Curtis
and husband, Dale, Linda
Luellen, Betty Speed, Connie
Alvarado, and Sally Arel and
husband, Mike; 7 grandchil-
dren, 12 great-grandchildren;
two brothers, Kenneth
Speed and wife, Patty, and
Keith Speed; and his brother
-in-law, Marvin Nutter and
wife, Carolyn.

Relatives and friends are
invited to call 1-2 p.m. Mon-
day, January 25, 2016, at
Cornerstone Baptist Church
in Exeter, where a funeral
will be held at 2 p.m, with
Pastor Stan Griffin officiat-
ing. Interment will be at
Corinthian Cemetery in the
spring. Those who wish to
remember Vaughn in a spe-
cial way may make gifts in
his memory to Cornerstone
Baptist Church, 1195 Stetson
Road, Exeter, ME 04435 or
Lake Gibson Nazarene
Church, 6868 North Socrum
Loop Road, Lakeland, FL
33809. Condolences to the
family may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

TARYL J. HONEYCUTT

LITTLETON - Taryl J. Hon-
eycutt, 34, died January 20,
2016, in Houlton. Friends
may call 10-11 a.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 26, at Bowers Funeral
Home, 10 Water Street,
Houlton, where funeral ser-
vices will be held at 11 a.m.
with Pastor Kevin Hatch offi-
ciating. For online condo-
lences please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com.

JEANETTE R. TARDIF

NORTHPORT - Jeanette
Ruth Tardif, 86, passed away
Thursday, January 21, 2016.
A complete obituary will be
published at a later date in
the Bangor Daily News. A
service of Brookings-Smith,
Bangor.

JACQUELINE TARDIE

CAMPBELL

BANGOR - Jacqueline
Tardie Campbell passed
away at a local nursing facil-
ity under the care of Beacon
Hospice.

She leaves behind her
husband William, a daughter
Jerilynn Campbell and a son
Joseph McErlain (and wife
Kathy). Also surviving are 6
brothers and sisters, 8
grandchildren and several
great grandchildren.

She spent her early career
as a cosmetician at Thomp-
sons Pharmacy in Presque
Isle then worked for the City
of Bangor Treasury Depart-
ment.

There will be a Memorial
Gathering this summer for
family and friends.
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JAY HAZEN MACDONALD

PORTLAND - Jay Hazen
MacDonald, 59, was born on
July 31, 1956, in Houlton,
and died unexpectedly on
January 20, 2016, at his
home in South Portland.
Sadly, Jay succumbed to
pneumonia complicated by
his debilitating muscular dis-
order. Jay was born under
the zodiac sign of Leo and
he certainly lived life like a
Lion, with strength and
courage. After graduating
from Houlton High School,
he went on to live in a vari-
ety of Maine Communities -
Caribou, Lincoln and Port-
land, to name a few.

Jay put his uncanny abili-
ties with numbers to use in
the banking and trucking in-
dustries. He loved telling
stories of his experience at
Key Bank, TD Bank, Peter-
built of Maine and more re-
cently Yarmouth Lumber.

Throughout life Jay was
the type of person that if her
landed in "a pile of crap" he
would "come out smelling
like a rose." His sense of hu-
mor and ability to live life in
the moment will be sadly
missed by all who knew
him. Jay could often be
found on the golf course; at
a sports bar; at Fenway;
playing cards with friends
and of course Black Jack at
Vegas.

Jay will be joining his par-
ents, Leo and Dorothy; as
well as his sister, Diane Kas-
parek. He is survived by his
brothers, John and Michael;
his sister, Pat; and special
friends, Nick, John B. and
"Beasty." The family would
like to extend sincere thanks
to Dr. Belcher of Martin's
Point for his care of Jay
these last 15 years.

Please join the family/
friends for a celebration of
Jay's life on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 26, from 3-6 p.m. (after
the Pat's win) at Hobbs Fu-
neral Home, 671 US Route 1,
Scarborough. In lieu of flow-
ers, please donate to MDA;
Jimmy Fund @ Fenway or a
charity of choice.

Stephanie Rader, US spy in
postwar Europe, dies at 100
BY ADAM BERNSTEIN
WASHINGTON POST

Stephanie Czech Rader
was the daughter of Polish
immigrants, uneducated la-
borers who settled in Pough-
keepsie, New York, in the
early 1920s and barely spoke
English. Her immersion in
Polish language and culture
proved critical to her suc-
cess, against daunting odds,
as a U.S. spy in Europe after
World War II.

Recruited to the Office of
Strategic Services and the
Strategic Services Unit of
the War Department, pre-
cursors to the CIA, she was
officially employed as a
clerk at the U.S. Embassy.
In reality, she was under-
cover, an agent whose flaw-
less Polish accent and man-
nerisms allowed her to
move around the Soviet-
dominated country with
relative ease.

She faced near-constant
hazard anyway. Condi-
tions in Warsaw were
bleak and dangerous. Pro-
Soviet factions surveilled
the movements of embas-
sy personnel. Ultimately,
she had her cover blown
in what was tantalizingly
if only passingly alluded
to in official paperwork as
an act of “gross negli-
gence” by a superior based
in Paris.

Despite these impedi-
ments, she was able to docu-
ment vital information on
Soviet troop movements and
other invaluable details at
the pre-dawn of the Cold
War.

At the time of Rader’s
death on Jan. 21 at 100, a
campaign was underway by
members of the OSS Society,
a group preserving the spy
agency’s legacy, to obtain
the Legion of Merit on her
behalf. The award — honor-
ing “exceptionally meritori-
ous” service — had been de-
nied her for unknown rea-
sons in 1946.

“Like many of those who
served so heroically in the
OSS,” said OSS Society
President Charles Pinck,
“she was never properly
recognized for her hero-
ism. When the OSS person-
nel records were declassi-
fied in 2008, we learned
that she had been nominat-
ed for the Legion of Merit.
She never received it. I

hope the Army will award
it to her posthumously.”

Stephanie Czech was
born in Toledo on May 16,
1915, and grew up in an im-
migrant neighborhood of
Poughkeepsie. Her early
experience in public
school, where other chil-
dren spoke English, was
challenging.

“When you get to school
and everyone is speaking
something different,” she
told an interviewer years
later, “for survival you have
to learn in a hurry.”

She began to show aca-
demic promise, and a teach-
er took an interest in her
welfare. Without her knowl-
edge, her mentor, a female
graduate of Cornell Univer-
sity, submitted an applica-
tion on her behalf to the Ivy
League college.

According to a Cornell
alumni publication, she
won a full scholarship and
waited tables before re-
ceiving a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry in 1937.
Because of the Depres-
sion, and likely her sex,
she struggled to find work
in her field. She eventual-
ly became a translator of
scientific studies for Tex-
aco oil in New York.

After the United States
entered World War II, she
left civilian life to join the
new Women’s Army Auxil-
iary Corps in 1942 and was
groomed as an officer. Her
Ivy League education and
Polish language skills at-
tracted the attention of the
OSS in December 1944.

She arrived in Warsaw
in October 1945, one of
only two OSS representa-
tives in the country. In
addition, women general-
ly were prohibited from
working in a military or
intelligence capacity in
Poland at the time the cap-
ital was reduced to rubble
by the war, and the risk of
assault was high.

Although Cold War hos-
tilities had not officially
begun, anyone who aroused
the suspicions of the Soviets
or pro-Soviet Polish authori-
ties risked being shot or dis-
appearing. A Naval attache
assigned to the U.S. Embas-
sy vanished while on assign-
ment in southern Poland
and was never heard from
again.

But the ambassador re-

putedly made an exception
because of her skills and
gave approval for her under-
cover assignment.

She voluntarily accepted
the terms of espionage duty
in Poland. They included
wearing civilian clothes,
which would have left her
without the protection af-
forded those in uniform if
she were ever taken into So-
viet or Polish custody.

Capt. Czech, as she was
then known, traveled
often unaccompanied far
from Warsaw under the
pretense of seeking news
of family members in the
aftermath of the war.
Sometimes those relatives
surfaced, and during ex-
tended stays with them,
she was credited in offi-
cial documents with re-
porting back “consider-
able” intelligence on So-
viet troop movements, the
activities of the Soviet
and Polish security forc-
es, and economic and po-
litical data that could not
otherwise be obtained by
American embassy offi-
cials.

In the ensuing months,
she was nominated for the
Legion of Merit — a decora-
tion honoring “exceptional-
ly meritorious” service.
That recognition and a
lower award, the Bronze
Star Medal, which described
her “unusual fortitude and
sang-froid,” were denied, no
cause given.

She later was elevated to
the rank of major before
soon leaving the Army. Her
decorations included the
Army Commendation Rib-
bon, later known as the
Army Commendation
Medal.

After the war, she mar-
ried William S. Rader, an
aircraft commander who
had carried out bombing
raids during the Battle of
Midway in the Pacific and
later deep penetration sor-
ties over targets in Europe.

Rader received a master’s
degree in chemistry from
George Washington Univer-
sity in 1951 and later accom-
panied her husband on his
Air Force assignments. He
retired at the rank of briga-
dier general and died in 2003
after 57 years of marriage.
They had no children, and
she had no immediate survi-
vors.

Bill Johnson, first American towin
Olympic downhill gold, dies at 55
BY MATT BONESTEEL
WASHINGTON POST

Bill Johnson, who in 1984
became the first American
skier to win a gold medal in
the Olympics’ marquee ski-
ing event — the downhill —
died Thursday at an assist-
ed-living facility in Oregon.
He was 55 and had long been
in declining health after suf-
fering a number of strokes.

“He suffered the worst
kind of pain for the past
three weeks,” his mother,
DB Johnson-Cooper, told the
Oregonian’s John Canzano
on Thursday night. “Then
he could no longer swallow,
which prevented him from
being able to have nourish-
ment.”

The brash, cocky Johnson
told everyone who would lis-
ten that he would win down-
hill gold at the 1984 Sarajevo
Games and then he did ex-
actly that, setting a then-
Olympic record and ending
European skiing’s 36-year
dominance in the event.
Only one American man —
Tommy Moe at the 1994
Lillehammer Games — has
repeated his feat.

Johnson won two World
Cup events in 1984 but then
his career went into a de-
cline. Injuries and his atti-
tude — he got into a fight
with a U.S. team assistant in
late 1987, just before he was
left off the team for the 1988
Calgary Games — were his
downfall, and he retired

after the 1990 season. He at-
tempted an improbable
comeback in an attempt to
make the 2002 Salt Lake City
Games, but those hopes
ended after a horrific crash
during a training run in
2001.

Outside magazine wrote
about the crash in 2002:

“Then he caught an edge,
his legs went spread-eagle,
and his body flew sideways
through the mesh fence
marking the course. His hel-
meted head smacked the
snow, hard; his brain rotat-
ed inside his skull, and tis-
sue tore and bled. Within
minutes he was in a coma.
… “

The crash left him perma-
nently impaired.

Celine Dion’s husband honored
in elaborateMontreal funeral
BY ALLISON LAMPERT
REUTERS

MONTREAL — Canadian
political leaders and enter-
tainers joined award-win-
ning singer Celine Dion on
Friday in honoring the life
of her husband, Rene Angel-
il, the man who plucked her
out of childhood obscurity
and propelled her to interna-
tional fame.

The nationally televised fu-
neral of Angelil who died on
Jan. 14 at 73, took place in old
Montreal in Notre-Dame Ba-
silica, the cavernous, blue-
and-gold, Gothic Revival
church where they were mar-
ried in a lavish wedding 21
years earlier.

Wearing a black filigree

veil and a black dress, Dion
entered the church with
their 5-year-old twins, Eddy
and Nelson, also in black
and wearing black hats over
their flowing hair, holding
her hands. She laid deep
purple calla lilies on his
black coffin.

Her song “Trois heures
vingt” (Twenty minutes past
three) played as she and the
family arrived at 3:20 p.m.

Their 14-year-old son,
Rene Charles, who had been
baptized in the basilica, es-
corted Dion’s mother.

Hesaidinfrontof thecrowd:
“I was lucky to be born into a
family where there was a lot of
love … Je t’aime, papa. I love
you, Daddy.”

A son from an earlier

marriage, Patrick Angelil,
also paid tribute to Angel-
il.

Before the funeral, former
Canadian Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney told report-
ers: “He’s a man who had, as
the Americans say, his eye
on the prize … He was a
giant, and together they cre-
ated the greatest show-biz
success story in the history
of Canada.”

The Quebec government
picked up the cost of orga-
nizing what the province
called a “national funeral,”
despite Dion’s being the
fifth-richest recording artist
in the world, with net worth
of $640 million in December,
according to Wealth-X Re-
search.


