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NANCY ANN CONNICK

BREWER - Nancy Ann
Connick, 85, returned into
the arms of Jesus on Febru-
ary 10, 2016. She was born
September 3, 1930, in Mas-
sachusetts, to Margaret and
Royal Armstrong. In addition
to her husband, Nancy was
predeceased by two broth-
ers, Robert Armstrong and
David Armstrong; and a spe-
cial niece Susan Connick.

She met the love of her
life, John Connick, when she
was a young woman of 14
working as a soda jerk at
Woolworth's. Although it
took a few askings, Nancy
agreed to let him walk her
home, and together they
journeyed into a beautiful
and long future of family
a n d memo r i e s . S h e
cashiered for years at Samp-
son's and Doug's Shop 'n
Save, leaving a lasting mem-
ory of service that carried
beyond years of her retire-
ment. She was an avid lover
of gardening, nature and
spending summers camping
in the North Maine Woods at
Caucomgomoc Lake. She
and John would bring their
children and then their
grandchildren "up to camp"
for adventurous summers of
authentic Maine experi-
ences. The simple life of
camping, fishing, board
games and canoeing the still
lakes of Maine will forever
be ingrained in her family.
You could delight her with a
challenging jigsaw puzzle or
a good Agatha Christie mys-
tery. Upon knocking on her
front door, she greeted you
with a heartfelt embraced.
She enjoyed the simple
pleasures of life: feeding her
birds, watching her great-
grandchildren play in the
backyard and card games
with her special friends. She
made time for her family
and reminded us all to slow
down, make a memory and
love one another. Her love
was a gift, she made all she
knew feel like family and to
say she will be missed is tru-
ly understated - there will al-
ways be a small piece of us
not fully whole because she
is not here. We all rest
peacefully in the knowledge
that she's in Jesus's em-
brace and dancing in Heav-
en with John.

Nancy is survived by her
brother, Royal Armstrong
and his family; her three
daughters, Christine "Tina"
Payne and her husband,
Ralph, Roseann "Rosie"
Davis and her husband,
Steven, and Denise DeBeck
and her husband, Garth. Her
legacy continues with 8
grandchildren, Nathan, Eric,
Mandy, Harrison, Arielle,
Shane, Jennifer and Nicole;
14 great-grandchildren,
Nicholas, Logan, Morgan,
Annissa, Sierra, Reice,
Gabriel, Iesha, Autumn,
Joseph, Travia, Kaydence,
Zachary and Isaac; and three
great-great-grandchildren,
Sophia, Addison and Harley.
Nancy is survived by a spe-
cial sister-in-law, Marilyn
Curtis, and her daughters,
Donna, Sharon and Teresa.
Special thanks to Paul and
Greg, who have been kind
and caring neighbors and
friends.

Please join us in celebrat-
ing the life of our dear moth-
er, grandmother and friend,
3-5 p.m. Tuesday, February
16, 2016, at the Family Re-
ception Center of Brookings-
Smith, 163 Center St., Ban-
gor. Condolences to the fam-
ily may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

PHILIP W. TOMLINSON

CARIBOU - Philip W. Tom-
linson, 94, passed away

February 10,
2016, peaceful-
ly at a Caribou

hospital with his family. He
was born in Caribou on May
4, 1921, the son of Wallace
and Jane Tomlinson.

Phil served for thirty years
in the United States Navy,
including active duty in
World War II, the Korean War
and the Vietnam War. He
was proud to be an original
crew member and the last
survivor of the USS Essex.
He was an avid hunter, fish-
erman and golfer, and was
also a Northern Maine
Guide.

Phil is survived by his
wife of 74 years, Dorothy
(Holmquist) Tomlinson of
Caribou; his sons, David and
his wife, Theresa, of Elliot
and Robert of Madawaska
Lake; and his daughters,
Phyllis Robbins and her hus-
band, Elwood, of Holly Hill,
FL, and Susan Pellizzer and
her husband, Jerry, of Red-
wood City, CA. He will also
be missed by 6 grandchil-
dren, 3 great-grandchildren
and his nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents,
Phil was predeceased by his
brothers, Roland and Ster-
ling.

Friends and family may
call from 1-3 p.m. Sunday,
February 14, 2016, at Lan-
caster Morgan Funeral
Home, 11 Clover Street, Cari-
bou, where a memorial ser-
vice will be held at 3 p.m.
with the Rev. T. Dan Clay-
borne officiating. Donations
in Phil's memory may be
made to the New Sweden
Covenant Church, 40 West-
manland Road, New Swe-
den, ME 04762. Memories
and condolences may be
shared with the family at

www.lancastermorgan.com.

PHILIP GUIMOND

ST. AGATHA - Philip Gui-
mond, 78, died peacefully
Feb. 10, 2016, at a Madawas-
ka health facility after a brief
illness and is now living his
5th day. He was born in Ed-
mundston, N.B., on Aug. 21,
1937, the son of Albert and
Anysie (Daigle) Guimond.

He was a member of the
4th Degree Knights of
Columbus of St. Agatha,
Maine. He retired after 21
years from DOT. He enjoyed
trucking and riding his ATV,
and enjoyed looking on the
lake for his ducks.

He is survived by his wife
of 58 years, Constance (Du-
mond) of St. Agatha; two
sons, Ronnie and his wife,
Lisa, of Virginia and Steve
and Lynn of St. Agatha; five
grandchildren, Cullen, Ryan,
Elizabeth, Andrew and Seth
and his wife, Amanda. He is
also survived by three broth-
ers, Robert of N.Y., Patrice of
Bangor and Maurice of Bar-
rington, N.H.; and three sis-
ters, Clair of Maryland,[nb-
sp]Michelle of N.C. and
Suzelle of Fort Kent. He was
predeceased by his parents;
and three brothers, Leon,
Kenneth and Raymond.

Friends and relatives may
call at Michaud Funeral
Home in St. Agatha on Sun-
day, Feb. 14, from 6-8 p.m.
and Monday, Feb. 15, from
8:30-9:45 a.m. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be cele-
brated Monday, Feb. 15, at
10 a.m. at St. Agatha
Catholic Church with the
Rev. James Plourde officiat-
ing. Condolences may be
sent to

www.michaudfuneral
homes.com.

Panel approves non-smoking pot

BY SCOTT THISTLE
SUN JOURNAL

AUGUSTA — A legisla-
tive committee unanimous-
ly approved a bill Wednes-
day that would give immu-
nity from state law to hospi-
tals that allow nonsmoking
marijuana for patients who
need it.

The bill, LD 726, also de-
fines in law what incidental
marijuana is, including non-
flowering plants or plant by-
products that have not yet
been processed into medici-
nal products.

The Maine Department of
Health and Human Services
has rules defining inciden-
tal marijuana, but those
rules are not in statute.
Under the current rules, a
medical marijuana caregiv-
er is allowed to have up to 8
pounds of incidental mari-
juana.

The proposal approved
by the Health and Human
Services Committee also
establishes a lab-testing
protocol to certify the qual-
ity of medicinal marijuana
products to ensure proper
dosages and potency levels
for patients, especially
children who have epilep-
tic seizures. That change
would also allow for label-
ing of medical marijuana
products to certify their
quality and content.

That change would set the
same quality standards for
medical marijuana caregiv-
ers, who can grow up to five
plants per patient with a
maximum of six patients,
and the eight medicinal
marijuana dispensaries
scattered across Maine.

But because of concern
over possible opposition
from Republican Gov. Paul
LePage and others in the
Legislature, lawmakers on
the committee put the
brakes on a pair of other
provisions they were con-
templating, including one
that would increase the
amount of excess marijua-
na a caregiver could sell to
another caregiver or dis-
pensary, or a dispensary
could sell to another dis-
pensary. That change
would have upped the limit
from 2 to 5 pounds.

The committee also
backed away from a provi-
sion that would have al-
lowed dispensaries in Maine
to become for-profit compa-
nies. State law requires
them to be nonprofit enti-
ties. But because marijuana
remains illegal under feder-
al law, they cannot obtain
any official nonprofit status
or benefit.

That didn’t stop a num-
ber of lawmakers Wednes-
day from expressing their
support for those provi-
sions.

“I don’t see the harm in
moving forward with a busi-
ness model here,” Sen. Anne

Haskell, D-Portland, said.
Looming in the back-

ground on all of the discus-
sion is the possibility that
Maine voters in November
will have an opportunity to
make recreational marijua-
na legal under state law, a
move that likely would have
a reverberating effect on the
state’s medical marijuana
industry.

The change to a for-profit
model would more readily
allow the state’s largest
medical marijuana growers
and dispensaries to estab-
lish themselves in a fledg-
ling recreational marijuana
industry if approved by vot-
ers in November.

“Being a big proponent of
the free market, I kind of
tend to support any chance
we can to expand free-mar-
ket principles in the indus-
try,” Sen. Eric Brakey, R-
Auburn, said.

He said he supports allow-
ing dispensaries to become
for-profit businesses, but he
also supports the idea that
caregivers should be al-
lowed to convert to dispen-
saries as they grow and that
patient caps for caregivers
should be eliminated.

“Whatever path we can
take to allow the free market
to operate more in this in-
dustry, I support,” Brakey,
the Senate chairman of the
committee, said.

Those ideas and others
that could be viewed as ex-
panding access to marijuana
are unlikely to gain the sup-
port of anti-drug conserva-
tives in the Legislature and
could face opposition from
LePage .

Representatives from the
caregivers and the dispensa-
ries offered testimony in
support of the new regula-
tions for lab-testing quality
control and setting in law
definitions for incidental
marijuana that has not yet
been processed into medical
products.

“Believe it or not, the
dispensaries and caregiv-
ers have really been reach-

ing out to each other in
trying to work together, in
trying to move the program
forward without so much
negativity, which is very
nice,” said Catherine
Lewis, the director of edu-
cation for the Medical Mar-
ijuana Caregivers of
Maine, a trade group.

Lewis said her group did
have concerns about allow-
ing dispensaries to move to
a for-profit model without
also allowing caregivers to
expand their businesses by
removing patient and plant
limits currently on the
books.

It’s an issue that hasn’t
been lost on lawmakers, in-
cluding Rep. Deb Sanderson,
R-Chelsea, one of the rank-
ing Republicans on the com-
mittee.

“I would like to see the
entire industry be able to
flourish and let the market
decide the winners and the
losers, not the regulatory
pieces that we sit in here
and make the decisions
on,” Sanderson said. “I am
very uncomfortable in al-
lowing — in the most sim-
plistic terms here — some-
thing that allows for the
growth of Wal-Marts and
puts limitations on the
mom and pops.”

Sanderson said caregiv-
ers in Maine had created
thousands of jobs

geographically dispersed
around the state, including
in some of Maine’s most
economically depressed
areas. Sanderson said she
would fight for parity for
the little guy but ultimate-
ly, she wanted to advance
legislation that had sup-
port.

“We need to decide as a
committee today, where do
we want to push the bound-
aries and get as many more
yards down the field as we
can get to move this pro-
gram forward,” Sanderson
said.

Other lawmakers on the
committee agreed they
should try to move forward

with legislation that ap-
peared to be politically pos-
sible and then develop new
bills for changes that are
likely to be more controver-
sial or could change, de-
pending on what voters de-
cide in November.

Also likely to derail any
state legislation could be
changes at the federal level,
including a rumored pend-
ing executive order from
President Barack Obama
that would remove medical
marijuana from the federal
government’s list of prohib-
ited scheduled drugs, Rep.
Richard Malaby, R-Hancock,
said.

Malaby said that while he
could support the other pro-
visions, he believed it would
be in the best interest of the
committee to take incremen-
tal steps.

Others, including Rep. Pa-
tricia Hymanson, D-York,
said they supported the need
to improve quality controls
to ensure dosage safety and
effectiveness for patients,
and they didn’t want to sac-
rifice achieving that in law
for the sake of the other pro-
visions.

“I think the labs are ex-
traordinarily important for
patient safety, and I
wouldn’t want to see that
compromised in any way
by putting it together with
other things that could
make that fall apart,” Hy-
manson said.

Brakey said regardless of
the outcome of a potential
November ballot question
on recreational marijuana,
Maine was going to continue
to have a thriving medical
marijuana industry, and he
intended to advance legisla-
tion in the future to support
it.

“I think the medical mari-
juana program is here to
stay,” Brakey said.

The bill will return to the
committee for a final lan-
guage review before it is
moved to the full Legisla-
ture for votes in the weeks
ahead.

Maine legislative committee gives hospitals immunity from law
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Marijuana information is on display at The Wellness Connection of Maine in Brewer.

RetiredDresden pastor jailed in Europe

BY MEG HASKELL
BDN STAFF

J. Byron Martin, a
77-year-old retired pastor
from Dresden, Maine, is
among the victims of a
global scam that uses se-
niors to unknowingly carry
illegal drugs across inter-
national borders.

Testimony about the
scam, including a state-
ment from Farmington res-
ident Andy Martin, the vic-
tim’s son, was presented to
the Senate Special Commit-
tee on Aging on Wednes-
day. The committee, which
includes fraud, financial
abuse and scams against
seniors as a top agenda
item, is chaired by Maine
U.S. Sen. Susan Collins.

According to his son,
Martin was arrested at an
airport in Europe in July
2015 after security personnel
discovered almost 2 kilo-
grams of cocaine in sealed
packages he had picked up
in South America, believing
they contained legal docu-
ments, to deliver to a woman
he had met online several
years earlier. He is current-
ly serving a six-year prison
term.

“I cannot emphasize
enough how important it is
that seniors and their fami-
lies become aware of [these
scammers’] techniques,
and take action to protect
themselves and their loved
ones from these heartless
criminals,” Collins said in
her statement before the
hearing.

According to a statement
from Collins’ office, at least
145 individuals have fallen
victim to this “drug mule”
scam, most of them seniors,
and an estimated 44 Ameri-
cans are imprisoned over-
seas as a result.

Andy Martin told com-
mittee members that his
father had moved in with
Andy Martin’s sister in
Dresden about six years
ago.

“Bored and lonely, Dad
would go on Internet chat
sites,” Martin said in his
prepared statement. On-
line, his father struck up a
relationship with a woman
who called herself “Joy,”
who said she lived in the
United Kingdom.

Over the course of sev-
eral years, the elder Martin
sent money to help the
woman cover her living ex-

penses. Although she came
from a wealthy family, she
told him, she was unable to
access her family fortune
because of jealous broth-
ers. She also said she had
inherited a large estate in
South America but was un-
able to sell it because she
didn’t possess the real es-
tate documents. If someone
could bring her the docu-
ments, she could sell the
estate, “then come to Amer-
ica with her millions and
marry my father,” Andy
Martin said. The plan
stalled because the elder
Martin was unable to pay
for the trip.

In May 2015, J. Byron
Martin married a woman
he had met in Maine and
attempted to end the rela-
tionship with “Joy.” But
she prevailed on him to
travel to Peru, pick up the
legal documents and bring
them to her in London.

“Broke and wanting to
recover the money he had
sent to Joy over the years,”
Andy Martin said, his fa-
ther agreed.

Instead of containing
legal documents, the pack-
ages he picked up in Peru
turned out to be loaded

with $450,000 worth of co-
caine. The drug was dis-
covered when the elder
Martin, traveling in a
wheelchair, was trying to
clear customs at an air-
port on his way to Lon-
don.

“The idea that my dad is
now a convicted interna-
tional drug smuggler is
surreal, as he had no prior
criminal history,” Andy
Martin said. Although his
father has fallen for other
scams in the past, “I don’t
recall him ever getting so
much as a speeding ticket
or parking ticket in his en-
tire life.”

Scams targeting seniors
have become more com-
mon and more sophisticat-
ed with the widespread use
of computer technology,
but officials say there is
little way to track or appre-
hend the perpetrators,
since they typically oper-
ate from foreign countries
using complex networks of
partners to remain invisi-
ble.

The Senate Special Com-
mittee on Aging maintains
a toll-free hotline for re-
porting fraud, abuse and
scams: 855-303-9470.

77-year-old among seniors scammed into transporting illegal drugs

Candidates’ Night
to be held in Orono

ORONO — The Orono
Town Council and school
board Candidates’ Night
will be held 7-9 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 24, in the Town
Council Chambers, 59 Main
St.

Ask questions and get to
know the candidates. Attend
in person or watch on Cable
Channel 7.

To submit questions for
the candidates, call 889-6905
or email info@orono.org.

The town of Orono mu-
nicipal and referendum elec-
tion will be held 7 a.m.-8
p.m. Tuesday, March 8, in
Town Council Chambers, 59
Main St.

Obituary
Department
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