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Ski For Life programputs
County youth on the slopes
BY JEN LYNDS
BDN STAFF

MARS HILL — Approxi-
mately 13 years ago, offi-
cials at Big Rock Mountain
in Mars Hill were looking
for a way to get Aroostook
County youths to lead less
sedentary lifestyles and
get more interested in win-
ter outdoor sports.

They have successfully
achieved both goals, Eric
Hendrickson, director of
the snow school at the
Mars Hill facility, said Fri-
day, by creating a program
that not only reaches out
to youths in Maine’s larg-
est county but in two
neighboring counties.

Hendrickson said Big
Rock’s Ski For Life Pro-
gram offers ski instruction
and opportunities to more
than a dozen schools in
Aroostook, Penobscot and
Washington counties with
more schools scheduled to
take part next year.

“It really has been a suc-
cessful program for us,”
Hendrickson said. “It is
something that is impact-
ing not just students at-
tending regular schools
but home-schooled stu-
dents as well.”

As part of the program,
events take place at Big
Rock either after school
Wednesday, Thursday or
Friday evenings or on week-
ends, and students from par-
ticipating schools are
brought to the mountain by
their respective school dis-
tricts.

Students pay a $15 daily
fee for a lift ticket and rental
equipment and take part in
an introductory ski program
for a scheduled block of
time. He said some students
pay the fee themselves, but
primarily schools raise the
money through parent
teacher organizations or
foundations.

“We measure them for all
of their equipment, their
boots and skis,” he said. “We
usually see very few kids
here that have any ability to
ski at all. We ask them to
choose whether they want to
try skiing or snowboarding
that day, and we make them
stick with it. We don’t allow
them to switch halfway
through because we really
want them to try out the
sport and see if they like it.”

Hendrickson said partic-
ipating schools have in-
cluded Houlton Southside
and Houlton Middle-High
School, Hodgdon High
School, the Houlton Band
of Maliseet Indians, Great-
er Houlton Christian Acad-
emy, Ashland High School,
Southern Aroostook Com-
munity School in Dyer

Brook, East Grand School
in Danforth, as well as
schools in Machias, East-
ern Aroostook Regional
School Unit in Caribou.
The program also has host-
ed home-schooled students
from Lincoln.

Hendrickson said other
schools districts, including
School Administrative Dis-
trict 45 in Washburn, are
planning to join next year.

“At times, we have 120
students here on event
days,” he said. “It is noisy
and busy, and it is a great
chance for the students to
get out and enjoy the out-
doors.”

Hendrickson said Big
Rock has received a great
deal of sponsorship support
for the program from Mc-
Cain Foods in Easton, The

Aroostook Medical Center
in Presque Isle and local Ro-
tary clubs. Teachers and
parents have been big sup-
porters as well.

“We have three lifts here,
and we start them off on a
carpet lift so they get used to
the feel of it,” he explained.
“While that is going on, we
will have an instructor
working with another group
of youth on skiing tech-
niques, and a short distance
away, a parent may be vol-
unteering to assist with the
instruction of another
group. It really is a team ef-
fort.”

He said the overall goal,
to get youths interested in
outdoor winter sports and
off of their couches, is being
realized.

“You see how busy it is
here on our Ski For Life
nights and how interested
the kids are, and it is won-
derful,” he said “It is great
to see them get interested in
a sport that, without this
program, they might never
have had the chance to try
before.”

COURTESY OF BIG ROCK MOUNTAIN

Students take part in the Ski For Life Program at Big Rock Mountain in Mars Hill on Sun-
day.

BY SCOTT THISTLE
SUN JOURNAL

AUGUSTA — Legislation
to make the lobster, an icon-
ic symbol of Maine’s coastal
heritage, the official “state
crustacean” was put on a
slow boil by lawmakers on
Thursday.

The legislation, offered by
Republican Gov. Paul LeP-
age and sponsored by
Rep. Peter Lyford, R-Ed-
dington, stemmed from a re-
quest to LePage from Brew-
er third-graders.

“I am a third-grader
learning about state sym-
bols,” wrote one of the third-

graders at the Brewer Com-
munity School to Lyford. “I
want to make the lobster the
state crustacean because
other states like Louisiana
have state crustaceans. Plus
the lobster brings in more
than $1 billion.”

One of the Brewer teach-
ers, Cherrie MacInnes,
wrote, “It would be nice for
the Legislature to get to vote
on something that everyone,
regardless of political party,
can agree on.”

Assistant House Minority
Leader Ellie Espling, R-New
Gloucester, who moved to
table the bill, said it was be-
cause Republicans wanted

to send it before the Legisla-
ture’s State and Local Gov-
ernment Committee for a
full public hearing.

That way, she said, the
students who came up with
the idea could participate in
the lawmaking process.

“It’s about the kids,”
said Espling. “We were
kind of short-changing
their involvement in it, so
there was a desire to have
it be vetted like any other
bill and the students could
be a part of that vetting
process.”

She said a bill that made
the whoopie pie the official
state snack several years

ago is one she frequently
uses to discuss the lawmak-
ing process with students.
She said the lobster bill
could be another that would
make it easy for students to
see how a bill becomes law.

Lobster wasn’t the only
food item put on the back
burner Thursday.

Another bill that would
have aligned Maine regula-
tions on hard cider making
with federal law was also
tabled by the Legislative
Council as State House lead-
ers contemplated whether
the bill should be allowed
under its rules for emergen-
cy legislation.

Reward increases for information
about how 13 bald eagles died
BY DANA HEDGPETH
THE WASHINGTON POST

The reward money has
gone up by $15,000 for any
information about how 13
eagles ended up dead in a
field in rural Maryland.

The Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity said it is of-
fering the money, which
ups the reward total to
$25,000 with contributions
from the Humane Society
of the United States and
other groups.

The reward is part of a
state and federal investiga-
tion after the bald eagles
were found dead Saturday
afternoon. A man, who said
he was out looking for ant-
lers that deer might have
shed, came across what he
initially thought was a
dead turkey in a field on a
farm in Caroline County.
He discovered four dead
bald eagles, and authori-
ties were called.

When officers arrived,
they found nine more dead
bald eagles in the field on
Laurel Grove Road in Fed-
eralsburg.

It was not immediately
clear what had caused the
birds to die, but there were
“no obvious signs of trau-
ma with these birds,” ac-

cording to Candy Thomson,
a Maryland Natural Re-
sources police spokeswom-
an.

One theory is poison. Of-
ficials think someone may
have sprayed a new chemi-
cal on a field that adversely
affected the birds. Or some-
one may have used poison
to kill rodents; if the ro-
dents died outdoors and the
eagles consumed their car-
casses, the birds could get
sick, too.

The discovery of the 13
dead bald eagles was the
largest single incident in
decades for the state, offi-
cials said. At least three of
the birds were mature,
with the signature white
heads and brown bodies.
Two of the birds were close
to being mature birds, offi-
cials said, and the rest were
considered immature birds
with no white feathers.

Maryland’s natural re-
sources police and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
are investigating the inci-
dent. The carcasses have
been sent to the National
Fish and Wildlife Foren-
sics Laboratory in Ash-
land, Oregon, for more
analysis and a necropsy. A
finding on the cause of
death could take weeks.

“These 13 bald eagles de-
served better than to be
killed,” said Catherine
Kilduff, a lawyer at the
Center for Biological Di-
versity in a statement.

“If they were poisoned or
shot, the heartbreaking
deaths of these 13 bald ea-
gles is a crime,” she said.
“Those responsible need to
be caught and prosecuted.”

Thirty years ago, officials
said, eight bald eagles were
found dead in Maryland. Of-
ficials said they believe
those birds may have been
poisoned. And two years
ago, two bald eagles were
shot and killed in a week in
Montgomery County.

Bald eagles are no longer
on the endangered species
list, but they are consid-
ered a protected species.
They have been making a
comeback, said wildlife ex-
perts. With the encroach-
ment of development, they
have gone from consuming
as much fish as they want
to being more scavengers
and are often found eating
roadkill from highways or
at landfills, according to
experts.

It is illegal to shoot ea-
gles without a permit from
the U.S. Department of the
Interior.

SeaWorld
admits to
spying on
opponents
BY SANDRA PEDICINI
ORLANDO SENTINEL

ORLANDO, Florida —
SeaWorld Chief Executive
Officer Joel Manby acknowl-
edged Thursday morning
that company employees
posed as animal rights activ-
ists in an attempt to spy on
opponents.

Reading from a statement
SeaWorld said it would post
online, Manby said the com-
pany’s board of directors
has “directed management
to end the practice in which
certain employees posed as
animal rights activists. This
activity was undertaken in
connection with efforts to
maintain the safety and se-
curity of employees, custom-
ers and animals in the face
of credible threats.”

Last year People for the
Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals accused a San Diego
SeaWorld employee named
Paul McComb of posting as
an activist to spy on them.

The company has not
given any details about
whether anyone was fired or
disciplined as a result of the
investigation.

Dog tag of GI
killed in 1945
found in Italy
BY LOU MICHEL
THE BUFFALO NEWS

BUFFALO, New York —
He was one of five children
of Italian immigrants, and
they were separated after
their mother died young in
Buffalo.

During World War II, he
returned to his parents’
homeland as a GI and was
killed in action April 24,
1945, just days before the
war in Europe ended.

His body was buried on
an Italian hillside in Flor-
ence, beneath a simple white
cross in a sea of more than
4,000 crosses marking the
graves of other soldiers.

Now, more than seven de-
cades later, the memory of
Pasquale Gentile has come
alive through a sudden turn
of events, and the niece who
never met him but was
named Patricia in his honor
finds herself torn between
joy and sadness.

A hiker found her un-
cle’s dog tag last month in a
wooded area not far from
where Gentile landed on
the Italian coast, and the
tag will soon be in her
hands.

“It gives me chills. Being
orphaned and not having
the chance to have a family,
at least he is being remem-
bered. The dog tag will be
safe with us, his only living
family,” said Patricia Blat-
ner, who lives in the Boston
hills. “The only thing we
had of his until now was a
worn ring with a triangle on
it and the words Italy and
Africa.”

She says those are the
war zones where her uncle
served.

Andrea Tamburrini, in
an email, said he spotted a
piece of metal sticking out of
the ground while hiking,
and after picking up the ob-
ject realized he was holding
a piece of history — the
identity of an American GI
who had helped liberate
Italy.

“Gentile, Pasquale
32130865 T4243 0
John Gentile
304 S. Division St.
Buffalo, N.Y.”
Eager to send the dog tag

to Pasquale Gentile’s rela-
tives, Tamburrini took it to
officials at the American
Battle Monuments Com-
mission in Nettuno, where
he lives. Commission
worker Veronica Stasio re-
searched Gentile’s back-
ground.

“When I realized it was
an American dog tag, I
thought it was a sign. I
found it five days before
the 72nd anniversary of the
landings in that area,
which occurred Jan. 22,
1944,” Tamburrini said. “It
was almost as if destiny
had determined that this
soldier’s story would con-
tinue during this specific
time frame to mark the sig-
nificance of the events.”

Gentile was 30 when he
was killed in Parma on April
24, 1945, more than a year
after the Battle of Anzio. He
was buried at the Florence
American Cemetery, one of
two World War II American
cemeteries maintained by
the commission in Italy.
Commission records listed
John Gentile as Pasquale
Gentile’s father and next of
kin. The father, who died in
1970, decided that his son’s
final resting place should be
in Italy.

Stasio’s research also de-
termined that the soldier
had four siblings, Rose,
Frances, Paul and Dominic.
With that information in
hand, Stasio emailed The
Buffalo News, seeking help
in finding a living relative.
After numerous phone calls
to families with the last
name of Gentile locally and
out of area, The News suc-
ceeded in reaching Gentile’s
niece.

The 58-year-old Blatner
said that while she is

deeply moved that the dog
tag was recovered and is
being sent to her, she feels
a sense of loss for her
uncle and all that he
missed in life.

“I have a sad heart for
my uncle. My dad was able
to come back from the war
and make a life for himself.
But Pasquale was never
able to do that. My dad
named me Patricia in
honor of his older brother,”
she said.

Her sadness, she said,
comes from knowing how
much the family suffered,
and not just because of the
war.

Blatner’s father, Paul
Gentile, was one of five chil-
dren, the three older sib-
lings, Pasquale, Rose and
Frances, and a younger sib-
ling, Dominic, named in
honor of their mother, Do-
menica, who also went by
the name of Mary and died
in the 1930s.

The Gentiles lived in a
neighborhood off Main
Street in downtown Buffa-
lo, and their father eked
out a living working as a
track man for the Steam
Rail Road. When his wife
died, he tried to keep the
family together, but after a
few years, the children
were taken from him be-
cause of a lack of adult su-
pervision while he was at
work.

Paul and Dominic Gentile
ended up as foster children
working on a farm in North
Collins. The three older chil-
dren were placed in orphan-
ages.

“My dad told me that he
and Pasquale and Rose start-
ed to get to know each other
when they were young
adults. My dad would get a
ride into the city and visit
Pasquale and Rose. But the
reunions did not last for
long. My dad and uncle both
went to serve in the war. My
dad drove a tank in France
and Germany.”

Paul Gentile considered
himself blessed that he sur-
vived the war and was given
the chance to raise a family,
his daughter said.

“I remember my mom
telling us how thrilled he
was to have us girls, me, my
sister Cathy and mom, be-
cause he never really had a
family growing up,” Blatner
said.

Paul Gentile and his sis-
ter, Rose, stayed in touch
throughout their lives.
Frances Gentile died as a
teenager, they were told.
Dominic Gentile, as a young
man, moved to Pennsylva-
nia. He visited once as an
adult and was never heard
from again.

And there is another
layer of sorrow.

Years after her father and
Rose died, Blatner said she,
her sister and Rose’s son
learned that Frances Gentile
had actually lived a long life,
and not far from them.

“We received a letter
around 15 years ago that
our Aunt Frances had
died. She had been living
in East Aurora all those
years, and there was my
father living nearby in
West Seneca, and he never
knew,” Blatner said.
“Aunt Frances lived in a
room off Main Street in
East Aurora, and she was
known as the ‘flower lady’
because she watered the
flowers on Main Street.”

Why the family had been
told Frances Gentile died as
a teenager is something that
was never revealed.

But Blatner said the past,
as sad it was, cannot be un-
done and that now there is
cause for joy.

“My sister and I are hon-
ored to accept our uncle’s
dog tag and will hold it with
high regard,” Blatner said.
“I feel it has been destined
by fate that Uncle Pasquale’s
story be told, and I am
proud to take part in telling
it.”

Big Rock’s Ski For Life Program offers ski
instruction and opportunities to more than
a dozen schools in Aroostook, Penobscot and
Washington counties with more schools

scheduled to take part next year

Supper to benefit
cancer patient

PEMBROKE — A benefit
supper and Chinese raffle to
benefit Jason Ramsdell, who
has cancer, will be held
noon-7 p.m. Saturday,
March 5, at Pembroke Ele-

mentary School.
Ramsdell is the son of

James and Tammy Rams-
dell.

The raffle will be held
noon-7 p.m. and the supper
5-7 p.m.

Call 726-4090 or email
scox@calaisschools.org for
information.

Brewer third-graders seeking to
name lobster as state crustacean


