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Fire captain remembered
as hardworking leader
Veteran East Millinocket firefighter dies on duty
BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
BDN STAFF

EAST MILLINOCKET —
A firefighter with 16 years
on the job died in the line
of duty when he suffered a
cardiac arrest on Wednes-
day at the Public Safety
Building.

Capt. Peter Larlee, 57, of
East Millinocket had re-
turned from several emer-
gency calls and was in the
truck bay about to do repair
work on an ambulance when
he collapsed suddenly about
2:50 p.m. Several other fire-
fighters tried to help imme-
diately, but efforts to resus-
citate him were not success-
ful, Fire Chief Les Brown
said in a statement released
Thursday.

Firefighters described
Larlee as a caring and capa-
ble leader who worked hard
to keep crews safe. He was
known, they said, for prais-
ing others publicly and ad-
monishing them, if needed,
only privately. He also was
remembered for having a
good sense of humor and
warm personality.

Lincoln fire Capt. Ken
Goslin experienced Larlee’s
subtle style about eight
years ago.

“First time I met him I
was up at East Millinocket
for training. I made a joke at
the expense of [another fire-
fighter]. He followed me out
afterward and shook my
hand and told me that I was
welcome anytime,” Goslin
said.

The tone of Larlee’s voice
was amiable, but the mes-
sage was clear — don’t joke
like that. The gentle admoni-
tion still strikes the 28-year-
old Goslin as an example of
old-school class.

“He was a fixture at the
station in East Millinocket,
and when he was at our sta-
tion, he was always chatting
us up to see how we were
doing. He was just a great
guy. The kind of guy that

would do anything for you,”
Goslin said.

Larlee’s death “hit us all
in this area very hard. It
was a big shock,” Medway
Fire Chief Jon Bucking-
ham said.

“You never had to worry
about what Pete was thinking
because he was the kind of
guy who would tell you ex-
actly how he felt. He always
tried to make people laugh.
You could be having the
worst day, and he would come
up behind you and give you a
hug,” Buckingham added.

Brown said he will not
respond to further requests
for statements and asked
that town workers “be
given the time and space
needed to grieve their loss.”

The outpouring of condo-
lences has been gratifying
and humbling to the Larlee
family, according to Lar-
lee’s daughter Robin Lar-
lee.

“What he embodied was
to always be kind, love lon-
ger, give a helping hand,
have a listening ear, and
just be a friend. He will truly
be missed every day, but his
memory will live on, al-
ways,” she said.

Peter Larlee’s wake and
funeral will be held on Sat-
urday, March 5, at the Cal-
vary Temple Assembly of
God in East Millinocket.
Wake hours will be from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. The funeral
will follow, Robin Larlee
said.
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John Reinhardt, first career
diplomat to lead USIA, dies
BY MARTIN WEIL
THE WASHINGTON POST

John E. Reinhardt, who
in 1971 became the first
black U.S. ambassador to Ni-
geria and in 1977 the first
career diplomat to lead the
U.S. Information Agency,
died Feb. 18 at a retirement
community in Silver Spring,
Maryland. He was 95.

The cause was complica-
tions from a stroke, said a
grandson, John Lancefield.

Reinhardt was a product
of segregated schools in Ten-
nessee, served as an Army
officer during World War II,
obtained a doctorate in
American literature from
the University of Wisconsin
and taught at a historically
black college in Virginia be-
fore joining the U.S. Infor-
mation Agency in 1956 as
one of a handful of black
Foreign Service officers.

He rose through the ranks,
serving as USIA assistant di-
rector for Africa and the Far
East before being tapped for
the ambassadorial assign-
ment in Nigeria under Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon.

During his four-year tour,
one of his most challenging
assignments, he recalled,
was explaining to the Nige-
rian government that the
United States would resume
the purchase of industrially
vital chrome from the white
separatist regime in Rhode-
sia, the country now known
as Zimbabwe.

“We knew there was noth-
ing that would persuade the
Nigerians, or other Afri-
cans, that we should import
chrome from Rhodesia of all
places,” he recalled. But “we
carried out our instruc-
tions” as diplomats are
asked to do. “It was a low
point,” he said.

From 1975 to 1977, under
President Gerald R. Ford, he
was assistant secretary of
state for public affairs and
was considered one of Secre-
tary of State Henry A. Kiss-
inger’s closest advisers on
Africa policy, joining the
negotiating team that helped
Rhodesia eventually make

the complicated shift to
black majority rule.

Elevated by President
Jimmy Carter to head the
USIA, Mr. Reinhardt led a
transition for the organiza-
tion, which had been re-
named the International
Communication Agency and
included Voice of America
broadcasts in addition to
public-diplomacy outreach
programs.

He vowed that the agency
would do more than preach
or lecture. “USIA’s focus
was always fundamentally
one-way,” he said upon tak-
ing office. “Its mission was
to tell others about our soci-
ety.”

“In contrast, the Interna-
tional Communication
Agency has two-way com-
munication as a fundamen-
tal principle,” he added.
“Our activities and pro-
grams as a whole should be
designed to learn as well as
to inform, and to inform as
well as to learn.”

Richard T. Arndt wrote in
“The First Resort of Kings,” a
book about U.S. cultural diplo-
macy, that Reinhardt was “the
real thing, a genuine practic-
ing cultural diplomat.”

He had come to the field of
diplomacy by chance.

John Edward Reinhardt
was born in Glade Spring,
southwestern Virginia, on
March 8, 1920. He grew up in
Knoxville and graduated in
1939 from the historically
black Knoxville College. His
father worked for the postal
service, among his jobs.

During World War II, Re-
inhardt enlisted in the Army
and trained as an infantry
officer. The war was largely
over by the time he was sent
to the Dutch East Indies in
preparation for an invasion
of Japan’s main islands that
never occurred.

After his discharge in
1946, he pursued graduate
study at Wisconsin on the GI
Bill. He received his doctor-
ate in 1950, writing his the-
sis on James Russell Lowell,
the 19th-century American
poet and critic who also was
a diplomat. He then joined

the faculty at Virginia State
College (now university), in
Petersburg, Virginia.

When a State Department
recruiter visited the campus
in the early 1950s, “he was
looking for students,” Rein-
hardt recalled in an oral his-
tory interview with the As-
sociation for Diplomatic
Studies and Training.

The recruiter lured not a
single student, but the ap-
plications and materials left
behind intrigued Reinhardt.

At the time, he said, his
prospects were dim. His col-
lege wages were low, and
political leaders in Virginia
were orchestrating a cam-
paign of “massive resis-
tance” to the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 1954 ruling that out-
lawed racially segregated
public education.

When his interest took
him to Washington, he said,
he was sent not to the State
Department but to “some
agency called the United
States Information Agency
that I had never heard of.”

State, he said, “was not
looking for many black peo-
ple in those days.” The de-
partment had black officers,
“but a handful . . . like five.”

Early on with the USIA,
he was a cultural officer sta-
tioned in Japan, the Philip-
pines and Iran.

After stepping down in
1980, he spent a few years as
acting administrator at the
Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of African
Art and then as the Smithso-
nian’s acting assistant sec-
retary for history and art. A
resident for decades of
Bethesda, Md., and with a
second home in Shelburne,
Vermont, he also served on
advisory boards and taught
political science at the Uni-
versity of Vermont.

Survivors include his
wife, Carolyn Daves, whom
he married in 1947, of Silver
Spring; three daughters,
Sharman Lancefield of Jer-
sey City, Nicole Reinhardt
of Washington and Cecile
Fenstermaker of Naples,
Florida; four grandsons; and
two great-grandsons.

Medal of Honor
recipient wants
to go back towar
BY MATT WHITE
WASHINGTON POST

CHAPEL HILL, North
Carolina — On Monday,
Navy Senior Chief Edward
Byers was awarded the na-
tion’s highest combat honor
for his role in a hostage res-
cue mission. Byers is be-
lieved to be first service
member to ever earn the
Medal of Honor while as-
signed to the secretive SEAL
Team 6. But it is his plans
for the future that could
make him even more
unique: Byers wants to re-
turn to combat.

“This honor carries with
it some obligations that I
need to carry out,” Byers
told the Post Friday in an
interview at the Pentagon.
“But, I plan to continue
doing my job as normal and
to continue being a SEAL.”

If he does return, Byers
would likely become the
first Medal of Honor recipi-
ent since the Vietnam War
to return to the battlefield. A
review of online records of
the several hundred recipi-
ents from Vietnam found
less than half a dozen who
saw further combat after re-
ceiving the Medal of Honor.

It is not a lack of will or
courage that has historical-
ly kept Medal of Honor re-
cipients off the battlefield,
but rather injuries and, just
as often, bureaucratic de-
lays.

By definition, actions
worthy of the Medal of
Honor must come at grave
risk of death or injury. Nine
of the 20 men awarded the
Medal since Vietnam died
earning it — four in Iraq,
three in Afghanistan, and
two during the “Black Hawk
Down” battle in Mogadishu,
Somalia in 1993. Three more
— Army Capt. Florent Grob-
erg, Marine Cpl. William
“Kyle” Carpenter and Army
Sgt. 1st Class Leroy Petry —
suffered significant injuries
shielding comrades from
grenade and suicide bomber
explosions. All eventually
left military life without de-
ploying again.

The approval process for
the Medal of Honor can also
be incredibly long. Witness-
es must be found and re-in-
terviewed by investigators.
Then the nomination moves
up a line of approvals that,
according to a government
flow chart illustrating the
process, covers 14 steps,
from a soldier’s battlefield
commander to the presi-
dent. Approval for Byers’
award took more than three
years, just below the aver-
age for reviews under Presi-
dent Obama.

By the time the presiden-
tial ceremony occurs, many
people have already moved
on to another phase of their
lives — often outside the
military.

Army Sgt. Kyle White
waited seven years between
the day his unit was am-
bushed in Afghanistan’s
Nuristan province and his
award. During that time,
White left the military, used
his GI Bill for college and
was working as an invest-
ment banker in Charlotte,
North Carolina, when Presi-
dent Obama approved his
award.

In fact, all 10 living Medal
of Honor recipients prior to
Byers left the military be-
fore or soon after their
awards were approved.

Groberg now has a civil-
ian job at the Pentagon. Car-
penter enrolled at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina,
where he chronicles his life
as a college student and mo-
tivational speaker on his
Twitter and Instagram ac-
counts under the handle
“ChiksDigScars.”

Army Maj. William Swen-
son, who earned the Medal
of Honor in 2013, left the
Army in 2011 but rejoined in
2014. A Pentagon spokesman
confirmed that Swenson is
now attached to U.S. Army
South, whose troops operate
in South and Central Ameri-
ca, far from the war zones in
the Middle East.

And there’s another fac-
tor that can keep an award
recipient from returning to
the battlefield: earning the
Medal of Honor brings new
demands and pressures.

In the coming weeks,
Byers will likely be asked to
participate in a publicity
tour, endlessly recounting

his actions to media. He may
face particular pressure to
aid recruiting efforts for
both the Navy and the
SEALs, neither of which
have had a living Medal of
Honor recipient since Viet-
nam. Longer term, Byers
will have to sift through
countless requests to lend
his name to various causes
and events.

Groberg, who was award-
ed the Medal last November,
said he’s already talked to
Byers about what he can ex-
pect.

“I told him, ‘Remain true
to yourself. Don’t change
who you are because of the
medal,’” said Groberg, “You
have a voice and a platform.
If there’s something you
don’t want to be associated
with, don’t do it.”

“Some people might be
prone to get a big head,
thinking ‘I’m famous’ or
whatever it is,” he added.
“But I have no doubt [Byers]
will remain as humble as he
is. He’s a true professional
and he’s been doing his job
for a long time.”

Groberg said he was on an
Army-orchestrated media
tour for about six weeks
after receiving the Medal.
He noted that Byers has
used his first wave of inter-
views to emphasize the he-
roics of another SEAL killed
alongside him in 2012, Petty
Officer 1st Class Nicolas
Checque.

“He’s handling it perfect-
ly, talking about his guys
and his teammate,” said
Groberg. “He went from one
extreme to the next, from
this secret lifestyle to being
spotlighted in front of mil-
lions. I can see how it would
be a real liability for [an ac-
tive duty member].”

Living Medal of Honor re-
cipients are extraordinarily
rare — there are only 80 now
— and so they are in high
demand for what they sym-
bolize, said Doug Sterner, a
longtime Medal of Honor
historian who now curates
the Military Times’ online
Hall of Valor database.

“There are plenty of
young men fully capable of
doing what Chief Byers did
with his team,” said Sterner.
“None of them are capable of
being who he is on the na-
tional scene. He didn’t go
out looking for it, but he has
become a unique asset to
our country and to future
generations.”

But returning to duty
may run in Seal Team 6’s
DNA. A Medal of Honor re-
cipient was among the unit’s
founding members. Navy Lt.
Michael Thornton was
awarded the Medal of Honor
in Vietnam after fighting off
an ambush and swimming
for two hours while drag-
ging a fellow SEAL to a mid-
ocean rendezvous.

It used to be quite common
for Medal of Honor recipients
to return to the front lines.
During World War II, for in-
stance, approval times were
shorter and so people fre-
quently went back to combat
roles. The best example dur-
ing that era, said the histori-
an Sterner, was Marine Gun-
nery Sgt. John Basilone, who
was awarded the Medal for
manning a machine-gun post
during fierce fighting on Gua-
dalcanal.

“He went back to the U.S.
and got tired of the dog and
pony shows and wanted to
be back with his Marines,”
said Sterner.

Rejoining the fleet for the
invasion of Iwo Jima, Basi-
lone was killed after single-
handedly capturing a forti-
fied Japanese bunker. For
those actions, he received
the Navy Cross, which is
second only to the Medal of
Honor.

Arctic
warming
affects NE
weather
Project examines
polar vortex

BY YERETH ROSEN
ALASKA DISPATCH NEWS

ANCHORAGE, Alaska —
What does loss of Arctic sea
ice have to do with snowfall
and rain in New England?
Plenty, according to chemi-
cal evidence amassed by a
team of scientists and de-
scribed in a soon-to-be pub-
lished study.

A research project analyz-
ing precipitation in New
Hampshire, part of the gen-
eral U.S. Northeast region
that has been blasted in re-
cent years by episodes of the
“polar vortex,” links weath-
er there to the warming Arc-
tic.

The link comes from anal-
ysis of water isotopes in pre-
cipitation samples collected
since 1968 at the Hubbard
Brook Experimental Forest
in New Hampshire. The
water isotopes — the vary-
ing atomic structure of the
hydrogen and oxygen that
make up the water — iden-
tify the precipitation that
falls there during fall and
winter as originating in the
warming Arctic. Isotope
analysis was done at Univer-
sity of Alaska Anchorage’s
Stable Isotope Lab.

Isotopes in water mole-
cules act like a “chemical
fingerprint,” said Jeff Welk-
er, a UAA biology professor
involved in the project.
Analysis by Welker, UAA
postdoctoral fellow Eric
Klein and their research
partners at the State Univer-
sity of New York and other
institutions parsed out the
isotopes associated with the
Arctic and matched them to
the heavy precipitation at
the New Hampshire loca-
tion.

The analysis also tracked
increasing incidences of
Arctic-marked rain and
snowfall over time with re-
duced Arctic sea ice — and
with polar vortexes like the
one that warmed Alaska but
chilled the U.S. East Coast in
the winter of 2013-14.

The chemical evidence
backs the theory that the
rapid warming of the Arctic
is slowing the jet stream,
causing a wavy pattern that
brings warm weather to the
far north and cold weather
to the middle latitudes,
Welker and Klein said.

“I don’t think it’s a smok-
ing gun. But I think it’s add-
ing another brick to the wall
supporting it,” Klein said.

The Arctic-originating
water molecules could not
reach New Hampshire unless
they were pulled by a manip-
ulated jet stream, he said.

“In order for the colder,
drier source to reach this
location, it necessitates
some bends of the jet
stream,” he said.

The Arctic has been warm-
ing at twice the global rate, and
a large part of that is driven by
reduction in summer and fall
sea ice — a phenomenon that’s
a self-fulfilling cycle, because
reduced ice absorbs more solar
warmth that reduces ice levels
further.

According to an emerging
theory developed by Rutgers
University research professor
Jennifer Francis and several
other climate scientists, the
amplified Arctic warming is
significantly altering weather
patterns much farther south.
With temperature differences
between north and south
smaller than in the past, and
with more open water and
more cloud cover sending and
holding moisture in the Arctic
atmosphere, weather systems
are more frequently distorting
the normally west-to-east jet
stream into meandering loops,
causing more stationary pat-
terns and more frequent ex-
treme events well south of the
Arctic, according to the theory.

Francis, who was not in-
volved in the isotope study,
said it adds some weight to
the theory.

“It’s certainly a complete-
ly independent type of evi-
dence,” she said.

This winter — with its
extremely high tempera-
tures persisting in the Arc-
tic and a strong El Nino that
is behaving differently from
past El Ninos — is likely to
be material for future study
into Arctic-lower latitude
links, Francis said.

Edward Byers


