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obituaries

MACHIAS - Henry A.
Dircksen, 95, formerly of Ed-

dington, died
March 16, 2016,
at the Wood-

lands Assisted Living in
Brewer, ME.

He was pre-deceased by
his wife of 40 years, Elsie
Larrabee Dircksen; his sister
and brother-in-law, Louise
and Alan Watts of Machias;
and his parents, Johannes
and Etta (Fish) Dircksen of
Machias.

He is survived by his
family, John and Suzanne
Dircksen of Galloway, New
Jersey, Rita and Raymond
O'Day of Brewer, David and
Brenda Dircksen of South
Berwick, Gilbert "Gene" and
Stephanie Larrabee of
Machias, Dawne and Louis
Violette of Eustis, Florida;
grandchildren, Carol and
Edward Arey of Bangor,
Steven O'Day of Spring,
Texas, Michael and Christina
Larrabee of Brad ley,
Ma t thew and Rache l
Larrabee of Hampden,
Michelle Violette of Eustis,
Florida, Richard and Jennifer
Violette of Epping, NH; great
-grandchildren, Mariah,
Colleen, Katherine, Jordyn
and Gavin.

MARILYN C. CALDER

PENOBSCOT - Marilyn C.
Calder, 84, of Penobscot,
died March 12, 2016, at Sea-
port Village Healthcare in
Ellsworth. Born June 3, 1931,
in Castine, ME, she was the
daughter of Mervyn and
Hazel (Butler) Clement.

Marilyn and her twin sis-
ter were the first set of twins
born at Castine Hospital.
Marilyn graduated from
Bucksport High School and
furthered her education at
Westbrook College. While
living in Portland, she met
her husband to-be, Norman
Calder from Chebeague Is-
land. Chebeague Island,
along with the family and
friends there, forever held a
place in her heart.

She is survived by 3 chil-
dren, David Calder of Penob-
scot, Nancy Carter and hus-
band, Reggie of Bucksport,
Karen Koos and husband,
Doug of Castine; grandchil-
dren, Adam Carter and wife,
Karena of Waterville, Dan
Carter of Waterville, Court-
ney and Madison Koos of
Castine; great-granddaugh-
ter, Adalyn Carter of Water-
ville; twin sister, Carolyn
Smith and her husband,
John of Limington; step-sis-
ter, Barbara Black of Belfast;
brothers, Linwood Clement
of Penobscot and Robert
Clement of Hancock; sisters-
in-law, Mary Clement of
Penobscot and Pauline
Clement of Orland; along
with several nieces and
nephews.

Marilyn was predeceased
by her husband, Norman;
daughter, Linda; brothers,
M e r l e C l em e n t a n d
Lawrence Clement; sisters-in
-law, Ernestine Clement and
Ruth Clement; and step-
mother, Carrie Clement.

Donations in Marilyn's
memory may be made to
Adams School, Linda Calder
Award, Camden National
Bank, 19 Water St., Castine,
ME 04421

A service will be held at 11
am, Friday, March 25, at
Mitchell Tweedie Funeral
Home, Bucksport, ME with
Pastor Peter Remick officiat-
ing. A reception will be held
immediately following at the
Franklin Street United
Methodist Church in Buck-
sport.

Arrangements are under
the care of Mitchell-Tweedie
Funeral Home, 28 Elm St.,
Bucksport, ME.

www.mitchelltweedie-
young.com

PAULINE E. MICHAUD

SCARBOROUGH - Pauline
E. Michaud, of Scottow Way,
died Sunday, March 13, 2016,
at Gosnell Memorial Hospice
House, surrounded by her
family.

She was born Esther
Pauline Heskett, April 27,
1933, to John R. and Jessie
(MacLeod) Heskett in Augus-
ta. Pauline grew up in
Brownville and graduated as
v a l e d i c t o r i a n f r o m
Brownville Junction High
School in 1950. She then
worked in the office at the J.
Lewis Mill in Brownville.

She married Andrew A.
Michaud on Feb. 16, 1952, at
St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church, Brownville Junction.
The family moved from
Brownville Junction to South
Portland in 1960, to Portland
in 1975, and to Scarborough
in 1989. Their children, Joe,
Anne, Denise, Paula, Jayne
and John, were born 1953-
1963, and Andrea in 1973.

Pauline's Roman Catholic
faith, to which she converted
in 1951, was deeply impor-
tant in her life. Drawing on
her faith, Pauline devoted
her life to social justice,
women's and children's
rights and welfare, and hu-
man rights efforts in Maine
and across the world, gener-
ously volunteering her time
to many organizations. In
Brownville Junction, she was
a member of St. Francis
Xavier Catholic Church and a
member of its Sodality.
While living in South Port-
land, she was an active
member of St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church.
In Portland, she was a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Church
and its branches of C.A.P.
and Catholic Daughters of
the Americas. In Scarbor-
ough, she was an active
member of St. Maximilian
Kolbe Church, served on out-
reach to nursing homes, and
led prayer and Bible-study
groups. As leader of St.
Max's Social Justice and
Peace Commission, Pauline
founded Clean Clothes Cam-
paign of Southern Maine, af-
filiated with the SweatFree
Communities of Bangor,
working against sweatshop
clothing manufacturers.

Pauline worked in Han-
naford Brothers corporate
offices, starting in the mid-
1960s as a secretary, and
soon was selected for train-
ing in computer program-
ming, becoming one of the
first female computer pro-
grammers in the industry.
She eventually was promot-
ed to Programmer Analyst, a
role at which she was inher-
ently gifted. She was proud
to have arranged a visit to
Maine with Grace Brewster
Murray Hopper, computer pi-

oneer. Pauline retired in 1992
after more than 25 years of
service.

Pauline adored beauty
and knowledge, and she of-
ten spent time reading poet-
ry and biographies of histori-
cal innovators and artists;
gardening; enjoying Pine
Point beach with their dog
Suzi and family; oil painting,
which she began in her late
70s; traveling to Canada, Eu-
rope, Japan, and Mexico;
and listening to Andrew play
Dixieland piano during her
beloved boisterous family
gatherings. She loved study-
ing historical maps and vol-
unteered for several years at
the Osher Map Library.

She researched and creat-
ed a detailed genealogy of
both sides of the family, trac-
ing the Michaud side back to
1610 in France and the Hes-
kett side to 1743 in Scotland,
and she traveled to both
countries as part of her re-
search.

Pauline is survived by her
husband, Andrew; seven
children, Joe of Cumberland
(and wife, Jamie); Anne Jess
of Seattle (and husband,
Howard); Denise Michaud of
San Mateo, CA; Paula
Michaud of Scarborough
(and husband, Jay Steven-
son); Jayne Michaud of Ar-
lington, VA; John of Old Or-
chard Beach (and wife, Didi
Reisky), and Andrea "Drea"
Michaud of South Portland
( a n d p a r t n e r , D a v i d
Siegfried). She is also sur-
vived by six grandchildren,
Alex Michaud of Seattle,
Kate Michaud of Portland,
Becky Mann of Seattle (and
husband, Casey), Levi Jess
of Portland, OR, Mike Jess of
Bellingham, WA, and Matt
Paquin of Scarborough; and
one great-granddaughter,
Luna Jess of Olympia, WA.

Pauline was preceded in
death by her brother, Robert
Heskett. She is survived by
her sisters, Mary Thomas of
Kittery Point, Shirley Caron
of Brewer, Geraldine Grenier
of Las Vegas; and brother,
Gerald Heskett of Palmyra.

A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 11AM on
Monday, March 21, 2016, at
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish,
150 Black Point Rd., Scarbor-
ough. A reception will follow
in the church hall. Burial will
be private.

Arrangements are under
the direction of the Conroy-
Tully Crawford Funeral
Home, 172 State Street, Port-
land. Memorial contributions
may be made to Heifer Inter-
national, www.heifer.org.

To view Pauline's memori-
al page or to share an online
condolence, please visit

www.ctcrawford.com.

DORIS M. SANFACON

PRESQUE ISLE AND
CARIBOU - Doris M. Sanfa-
con, 82, passed away Friday,
March 18, 2016 at her home
with her daughter by her
side. Doris was born on
March 2, 1934 in Caribou,
the daughter of Joseph and
Elizabeth (Beaulieu) San-
terre.

Doris worked as an ac-
countant for Dr. Tilak for
many years. She loved ani-
mals, especially kittens, and
was known for feeding the
neighborhood cats and
birds. She was a loving
mother and grandmother,
and will be greatly missed.

Doris is survived by her
daughter Sherry Sirois and
her partner Mike McLellan
both of Presque Isle, her
grandchildren Chad his wife
Hannah Sirois of Gorham,
Jeremy Sirois and his fi-
ancée Janna Clukey of
Presque Isle, and her great
grandchildren, Finleigh and
Auguste Sirois. She will also
be missed by her siblings
Robert, Sharon, Debbie and
Marie.

In addition to her parents,
Doris was predeceased by
her husband Nelson Sanfa-
con, her partner Adre Chalou
and her brother Edward.

A Mass of Christian burial
will be held at 11am on Tues-
day, March 22, 2016 at Parish
of the Precious Blood Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
North Caribou. A reception
will follow services at the
Parish Hall. Interment will be
held at Sacred Heart Ceme-
tery in the Spring. Memories
and condolences may be
shared with the family at

www.lancastermorgan.com

‘L.A. Law’s,’ Larry
Drake, dies at 66
BY JUSTIN WM. MOYER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Almost 30 years ago, he
stumbled into McKenzie,
Brackman, Chaney and
Kuzak, a law firm meant to
represent the height of 1980s
juridical glamour. But Benny
Stulwicz, a client who became
“L.A. Law’s” faithful mail-
room clerk, did not come
armed with hair gel, shoulder
pads or a self-aggrandizing
agenda. He was just a devel-
opmentally disabled man
with an IQ “around the mid-
two figure range,” as one
character put it, and a heart
of gold. And once acquitted of
a crime he didn’t commit, he
came to stay.

“I work here,” Benny
proudly informed a new col-
league on his first day. When
the colleague observed that
McKenzie, Brackman,
Chaney and Kuzak was a nice
place, Benny — not known
for speechifying — answered:
“I know.”

Now, Larry Drake, the
actor who charmed America
and won two Emmys playing
Benny, has died at 66. As TMZ
first reported, the 6’3” actor,
known for playing giants —
gentle or otherwise — had
unspecified health problems
and struggled with his
weight.

“He was a soulful gentle-
man with zero ego,” his man-
ager Steven Siebert told CNN.

Drake was born in Okla-
homa in 1950, and raised in
Tulsa. His father was a draft-
ing engineer for an oil com-
pany — money was not abun-
dant, nor was familial bliss.
In 1988, Drake said “it wasn’t
a great life,” and that home
offered “verbal fistfights at
least once a week.”

“The imperfections in my
family made me learn to deal
with things on my own and
solve problems for myself,”
he said. “Besides, no one’s got
that ‘Donna Reed’ family. My
parents did their best — that
earns a lot of forgiveness. But
they say children grow up in
spite of their parents, and I
think I did.”

Drake drifted toward the-
ater, studying acting at the
University of Oklahoma.
Through the 1970s, he worked
in dinner theater in Tulsa
and Dallas and acted in tour-
ing companies, finally mak-
ing the move to Los Angeles
in 1980.

“My girlfriend had left, the
lease was up on my apart-
ment, and I had no money left
in the bank, and my family
was falling apart and going
crazy,” he said of the deci-
sion.

The West Coast proved
friendlier. Though he had to

put in his time at menial jobs,
he found success doing
Shakespeare and in the 1981
television film “Dark Night of
the Scarecrow,” in which he
played a mentally disabled
man falsely accused of mo-
lesting a young girl. He also
played Lennie, the doomed
migrant worker of John
Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and
Men” — a part which led his
agent to encourage him to
audition for “L.A. Law” when
the part of Benny came up.
One producer said Drake —
able to convey emotion while
staying true to his character’s
state of mind — made an in-
stant impression.

Benny was introduced to
the world in 1987, during the
17th episode of “L.A. Law’s”
first season. Benny, tricked
into robbing a shoe repair
store, is hauled into court on
criminal charges. The case
turned on whether he, more
or less, had enough mental
acuity to be a criminal.

“Key question: Could
Benny form the criminal in-
tent necessary to convict?”
Victor Sifuentes, played by
Jimmy Smits, wondered. No,
a judge ruled — Benny was
freed. But the scheming writ-
ers of “L.A. Law,” always
ready to push boundaries and
buttons, were soon dreaming
up a way to bring him back.

“One of those lucky occa-
sions when an actor does a
wonderful job with a part and
something very interesting
happens,” Jacob Epstein, one
of the writers on the show,
said at the time. “We put our
heads together and tried to
think of a way to see more of
him, and [producer] Steve Bo-
chco had the idea of bringing
him in as a messenger boy.”

Drake, of course, was
thrilled.

“It was just a normal audi-
tion for one scene in one epi-
sode in the first season, and I
didn’t expect it to really go
anywhere,” he said. “I think
the show’s producers also
didn’t quite know what would
happen with the character, so
it was all left very open. When
it became clear to everyone
that Benny was becoming
this regular character, of
course I was delighted. I need-
ed a break from playing vil-
lains.”

If disabled actors on televi-
sion are rare today, they were
rarer a generation ago.
Though “L.A. Law” didn’t al-
ways have a moral center,
Benny — a Dostoyevskian in-
nocent among wolves — at
least wasn’t scheming to be-
come a partner. Drake
emerged from an eight-sea-
son run with more Emmys
than any of his fellow cast-
mates. People loved him.

KAREN K. BROOKS

HANCOCK - Karen K.
Brooks, 56, passed away
peacefully March 17, 2016,
with her family by her side.
She was born July 13, 1959,
daughter of George and
Eleanor (Wilbur) Brooks.

Karen graduated from
Ellsworth High School, class
of 1977. She worked at
LaVerdiere's Drug Store for
many years. She also
worked as a front desk clerk
at Holiday Inn in Ellsworth
and in the deli at Wal-Mart in
Brewer. She loved animals
and gardening.

She is survived by her
mother, Eleanor; sisters,
Jane Phillips and husband,
John, Brenda Colwell and
husband, George; nieces
and nephews, Jeremy
Phillips and wife, Amy,
Jamie Trader and husband,
Stephen, Kimberly Snow
and husband, Jeremy,
Katherine Colwell; great-
nieces and nephews, Bode
Phillips, Simon Trader, Asher
Phillips, Paige Trader, Cam-
bridge Phillips; special aunt
and uncle, Virginia Wilbur of
Eastbrook and Lloyd "Bullet"
Wilbur of Franklin. She was
preceded in death by her fa-
ther.

Thank you to the staff at
Maine Coast Memorial Hos-
pital for their wonderful care
of Karen.

Visitation will be held 1:00
pm, Sunday, March 20, 2016,
at Jordan-Fernald, 113
Franklin St., Ellsworth,
where a funeral service will
be held at 2:00. Spring inter-
ment will be held at Wood-
bine Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Karen's memory
may be made to the ARK
Animal Shelter, P O Box 276,
Cherryfield, 04622 or the
United Baptist Church, P O
Box 801, Ellsworth, 04605

Condolences may be ex-
pressed at

www.jordanfernald.com

AARON TILTON

HARRINGTON - Aaron
Tilton passed away on
Wednesday, March 16, 2016
in Harrington, ME. He was
born on September 15, 1961,
son of the late Richard and
Anne (Crawford) Tilton.

He grew up in Laconia,
NH and moved to Maine in
1988 with his wife, Dianne
and son, Barrett. He made
many friends with his will-
ingness to help and his
smile. He was a loving hus-
band and father who taught
his children the value of
hard work and how to enjoy
life. Aaron was a mason,
Tuscan Lodge #106 in Addi-
son.

He is survived by his wife
of 33 years, Dianne
McLaughlin Tilton; son- Bar-
rett Renshaw Tilton and
wife, Trish of Lake Stevens,
WA; daughter-Blake Seanna
Tilton and her family, James
and Henry Allen of Cape
May, NJ; granddaughter-
Hartley Quinn Tilton; mother
-in-law- Eleanor McLaughlin;
f a t h e r-i n-l a w , G a r y
McLaughlin and wife, Anita;
sister-in-law- Lisa Elichaa
and husband, Joe; brother-in
-law- David McLaughlin and
wife, Michelle; nephews- Er-
ic McLaughlin, Andrew
McLaughlin, Troy Peterson
and their families; nieces-
Kryston Lemay and Debbie
Leonard ; sisters- Beverly
and Barbara; cousins-Stan-
ley and Peter. Aaron was
predeceased by both of his
parents.

A memorial service is
schedu led fo r 10am,
Wednesday, March 23, 2016
at the St. Michaels Roman
Catholic Church in Cherry-
field. In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made in
memory of Aaron Tilton to:
dublinschool.org/campaign-
fordublin. Arrangements en-
trusted to Bragdon-Kelley
Funeral Home in Milbridge.

He is survived by cousins
and friends, Barbara Fish of
Jonesboro, Madeline Sweet
of Bucksport, Eva Simard of
Nashua, NH, Linda and Jim
Varney of Jonesboro, Gynell
and Nathan Schoppee of
Holden.

Henry was a graduate of
the Maine School of Com-
merce before entering the
USMC in World War II. He
was assigned to the Fifth
Marine Division that fought
at the Battle of Iwo Jima. He
returned to Machias and
worked at the Eastern Trust
and Banking Company/
Northeast Banking, retiring
as branch manager in 1983.
He served on the board at
the Machias Savings Bank
and Down East Community
Hospital. He was a member
of the Machias Rotary, Amer-
ican Legion, University of
Maine Extension and the
Marine Corps League in Ban-
gor.

A memorial graveside ser-
vice will be held in the
spring at Longfellow Ceme-
tery in Machias. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may
be made in his name to the
charity of your choice. On-
line condolences may be
shared at

www.bragdonkelley.com.

HENRY A. DIRCKSEN

Former German foreign
ministerWesterwelle dies
BY RAINER BUERGIN
AND ARNE DELFS
BLOOMBERG

Guido Westerwelle, a for-
mer German foreign minis-
ter and head of the Free
Democratic Party who
helped Chancellor Angela
Merkel win backing for bail-
outs for Greece, died after a
battle with leukemia. He
was 54.

Westerwelle died Friday
at Cologne University Hos-
pital of complications from
his illness, the Berlin-based
foundation he helped start
said on its Facebook page.
He had been diagnosed with
the cancer in June 2014.

A native of the western
Rhineland region that’s
often cited as the cradle of
Germany’s post-World War
II “social market economy,”
Westerwelle led his pro-
market party to its best Ger-
man election result in more
than 60 years in 2009. That
triumph lifted the FDP into
a coalition with Merkel’s
Christian Democrat-led bloc
as junior partner, making
Westerwelle deputy chancel-
lor. He also took the post of
foreign minister.

At his first major post-
election news conference,
Westerwelle caused a stir by
refusing to take a question
in English by a British

Broadcasting Corp. report-
er. “Just as it’s customary in
Britain that you naturally
speak in English, it’s cus-
tomary in Germany to speak
German,” Westerwelle said
with a smile. A translator
then put the question to
Westerwelle in German.

Westerwelle was deputy
chancellor between 2009 and
2011, during Merkel’s sec-
ond term, and remained for-
eign minister until 2013.
During his tenure, he pre-
vailed over lawmakers in
his party who opposed bail-
ing out Greece during Eu-
rope’s debt crisis. He pushed
for Germany to stay out of
military strikes on Libya in
2011, joining Russia and
China to abstain on a United
Nations Security Council
vote backing a no-fly zone.

A lawyer by training,
Westerwelle was party chair-
man when the FDP won 14.6
percent of the vote in national
elections in September 2009,
the most since postwar Ger-
many was founded in 1949.
The result allowed Merkel at
the time to dump the Social
Democrats as coalition part-
ner and ally with the FDP,
which had spent 11 years in
opposition.

Westerwelle revealed
publicly in 2004 that he was
gay. He married his partner,
Michael Mronz, in 2010.

Search
Obituary
Listings

obituaries.bangordailynews.com


