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obituaries
Washington Post ombudsmanBill Green dies at 91
BY MATT SCHUDEL AND
EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Bill Green, a journalist and
university official who spent
one momentous year as om-
budsman of The Washington
Post, where he conducted an
investigation into a story by
reporter Janet Cooke about
an 8-year-old heroin addict
that won a Pulitzer Prize be-
fore it was exposed as a fraud,
died March 28 at his home in
Durham, North Carolina. He
was 91.

The cause was complica-
tions from surgery, said a
daughter, Audrey Green.

Green was an editor of
small-town newspapers in his
native North Carolina and
later worked for the U.S. In-
formation Agency and as a
public affairs officer for
NASA during the Apollo
space program.

He was a faculty member
and top official for Duke Uni-
versity before coming to The
Post as the newspaper’s om-
budsman for a one-year term
that began in September 1980.

“When I discussed taking
this job with The Post, I asked
what the point of an ombuds-
man was,” Green told the
Duke University alumni mag-
azine in 2003. “They said it
was the reader’s representa-
tive. And they put no con-
straints on it.”

His tenure became notable
when he wrote one of the
most damning and thorough
critiques of malfeasance in

modern journalism, reveal-
ing the depth of deception by
Cooke and the carelessness of
her editors that led to one of
the most humiliating epi-
sodes in The Post’s history.

“It was an intense, exhaust-
ing experience, and not all
that pleasant because The
Washington Post is one of our
great newspapers that had
made a terrible mistake,”
Green once told the Eastern
Wake News in North Caroli-
na. “It was a dark day in
journalism.”

OnSept. 28, 1980,weeksafter
Green’s arrival at the newspa-
per, a story appeared on The
Post’s front page, “Jimmy’s
World,” under Cooke’s byline.
It was a detailed, shocking ac-
count of an unnamed 8-year-
old boy in Southeast Washing-
ton who was a heroin addict.
Cooke described the boy, his
home and his surroundings in
vivid detail.

There was some skepti-
cism about the story from the
beginning, but Cooke’s writ-
ing was so compelling that
The Post nominated the arti-
cle for a Pulitzer Prize. On
April 13, 1981, the Pulitzer
board announced that “Jim-
my’s World” had won jour-
nalism’s most prestigious
honor.

City officials sought to
find Jimmy, to no avail, and
murmurs of doubt began to
swell into a clamor. Top
Post editors questioned
Cooke about her sources,
learning that no supervisor
had ever asked for or

learned the boy’s true iden-
tity.

Cooke’s story, and her per-
sonal history, began to crum-
ble. Discrepancies arose
about her educational back-
ground. She claimed fluency
in several foreign languages
but could not reply when ex-
ecutive editor Benjamin C.
Bradlee spoke to her in
French.

“You’ve got 24 hours to
prove the ‘Jimmy’ story is
true,” Bradlee told her, ac-
cording to an account written
by Green and published in
The Post.

When another Post report-
er drove through Southeast
Washington with Cooke, she
appeared unfamiliar with the
area’s gritty street life. Never-
theless, under questioning by
other Post staffers, including
then-Metro editor Bob Wood-
ward and city editor Milton
Coleman, Cooke maintained
that her story was essentially
true.

Later, after a long conver-
sation with David Maraniss,
then the deputy Metro editor,
Cooke confessed that the ar-
ticle was an invention.

“There is no Jimmy and no
family,” she said, according
Green’s investigation.“Itwasa
fabrication. Ididsomuchwork

on it, but it’s a composite. I
want to give the prize back.”

Cooke, once a rising star at
the paper, admitted the fraud
and resigned. The Post re-
turned the Pulitzer.

With the paper’s credibili-
ty at stake, Bradlee asked
Green to investigate how The
Post failed its readers and it-
self. Within days, Green had
spoken to everyone with a
role in the “Jimmy” story and
Cooke’s hiring — everyone
but Cooke herself, who re-
fused to be interviewed.

“I conducted 40-some inter-
views,” he said in 2012. “Then,
there was a matter of writing
what I had collected. We used
typewriters in those days,
and I remember typing for 28
uninterrupted hours.”

His investigation appeared
on The Post’s front page on
April 19, 1981, less than a
week after the Pulitzer was
announced.

“Working almost around
the clock,” Bradlee wrote in
his 1995 autobiography, “A
Good Life,” “Bill Green ac-
complished an incredibly dif-
ficult task: a no-holds-barred,
meticulously reported ac-
count of what went wrong —
18,000 words spread over the
front page and four full pages
inside.”

In his gripping account,
Green provided an inside
view of how journalism
works — and how it some-
times fails. His conclusions
were unsparing.

“There’s enough blame to
go around,” he wrote. “Ben
Bradlee, the executive editor,
was wrong, and Howard Si-
mons, the managing editor,
was wrong. Beginning, of
course, with Janet Cooke, ev-
erybody who touched this
journalistic felony — or who
should have touched it and
didn’t — was wrong.”

Bradlee offered to resign,
but publisher Donald E. Gra-
ham refused to let him go.

Plans were put in place at
The Post and in other news-
rooms across the United States
to apply rigorous new stan-
dards to reporting the news.
Over time, Green’s story was
seen as a model of accountabil-
ity of journalism itself.

“I think that the speed and
thoroughness of that report,”
Graham said Wednesday,
“were crucial in making clear
to readers that The Post was
trying to tell them the whole
story.”

William Lester Green was
born Nov. 11, 1924, in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina, and
grew up on a farm near Zebu-
lon, North Carolina. He flew
reconnaissance missions for
the Army Air Forces in Italy
during World War II.

After graduating in 1949
from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, he
began his journalism career

in Durham and later became
editor of the Morganton News
Herald and the Shelby Daily
Star.

With USIA, he was a press
officer in Bangladesh and
South Africa, before moving
to NASA.

In 1970, he became director
ofuniversityrelationsatDuke
under university president
Terry Sanford, a former North
Carolina governor and future
senator, who also sought the
Democratic nomination for
president. Green taught jour-
nalism and established a
noted visiting journalist pro-
gram at Duke before retiring
from the university as a vice
president in 1986. He later
spent three years on Sanford’s
campaign and Senate staff.

Survivors include his wife
of 65 years, the former Isabel
Yates, of Durham; five chil-
dren, Lisa Kelley of Suwanee,
Georgia, Claudia Green of
Durham, Erick Green of
Washington, North Carolina,
Bryan Green of Old Fort, N.C.,
and Audrey Green of Chapel
Hill; two brothers; a sister;
eight grandchildren; and
seven great-grandchildren.

In a set of 15 recommenda-
tions for the newspaper at the
close of his 1981 investigation
of the Cooke affair, Green
concluded, “If the reporter
can’t support the integrity of
his or her story by revealing
the name to his or her editor,
the story shouldn’t be pub-
lished. And if that safeguard
prevents some news stories
from appearing, so be it.”

Green investigated the fabricated Janet Cooke
story detailing the shocking account of an

unnamed 8-year-old boy in Southeast Washing-
ton who was a heroin addict, which won the

Pulitzer Prize

Will obesity reverse life span gains?
BY MELISSA HEALY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

New statistics on death
rates in the United States
appear to confirm a grim
prediction — that obesity is
reversing decades of steady
expansion in Americans’
life spans, according to a
Harvard University re-
searcher calling for more
and better research and the
urgent adoption of policies
that could improve Ameri-
cans’ food and drink choic-
es.

In the first nine months of
2015, more Americans of all
ages died of obesity-related
diseases compared with the
same period in 2014, accord-
ing to Dr. David S. Ludwig,
an obesity-prevention spe-
cialist at Boston Children’s
Hospital and Harvard Medi-
cal School.

In one year alone, deaths
from stroke ticked up 4 per-
cent, chronic liver disease
deaths jumped 3 percent,
and deaths attributed to
heart disease and to diabe-
tes rose by 1 percent each,
according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Deaths because of Al-
zheimer’s disease, which
has been linked to midlife
obesity, rose 19 percent over
the year before.

“The new rates potential-
ly signal a looming social
and economic catastrophe
that demands a comprehen-
sive national strategy,”
wrote Ludwig, who acknowl-
edges that one-year increas-
es do not, by themselves, es-
tablish a clear trend.

The recently released
CDC data “suggest that a tip-
ping point has been reached
beyond which technological
advances no longer compen-
sate,” Ludwig warned in an
article published Monday.
“It’s probably been under-
way for years,” he wrote,
citing county-level statistics
that show that two decades
of steady nationwide gains
in life expectancy began to

turn as early as 1983.
Translation: no pills, no

widely available procedures
and no life-prolonging im-
provements in medical care
or public health measures
are likely to be able to com-
pensate for the life-shorten-
ing effects of obesity that are
now coming home to roost.

In a “Viewpoint” article in
the Journal of the American
Medical Association, Ludwig
wrote that it’s time — past
time, in fact — to move be-
yond the bland admonish-
ments the federal govern-
ment is making to Ameri-
cans to improve their diets.

The “confluence of uncer-
tain science and special in-
terests” has allowed obesity
to grow rampant — some 35
percent of U.S. adults are
now obese. Obesity, and the
diseases linked to it, will not
be reversed with “the notion
that ‘all calories are alike’
and that weight loss will re-
sult from simply eating less
and being more active,” he
wrote.

First, the U.S. govern-
ment must ante up the re-
search funds to undergird
better advice to Americans,
Ludwig wrote.

The National Institutes of
Health in 2015 spent $900
million on obesity research
— about the investment re-
quired to bring a major drug
to market in the United
States. Funding limitations
have kept studies and clini-
cal trials on weight gain and
loss small, short and plagued
by problems, he wrote. A
five-year effort to give
Americans dietary guide-
lines to live by can do little
more than urge them to
“choose … an appropriate
calorie level to help achieve
and maintain a healthy body
weight.”

The food and beverage in-
dustry has been only too
happy to offer its views on
maintaining and losing
weight, wote Ludwig, while
“lobbying against sensible
regulations” such as taxing
sugar-sweetened beverages
and limiting advertising
that entreats children to de-
mand “demonstrably un-
healthful products.”

Ludwig wrote that the
kind of basic nutrition re-
search that’s needed to bet-
ter advise Americans strug-
gling with weight will not
benefit any single company.

And industry sponsorship of
nutritional research raises
“important concerns about
conflicts of interest,” he
added. So it must be the fed-
eral government that funds
more and better research
aimed at replacing its “calo-
ries-in-must-equal-calories-
out” message.

But we need not let obesi-
ty-related death come while
that research proceeds, Lud-
wig wrote. The federal gov-
ernment should end its farm
policies that support pro-
duction of corn and wheat
and encourage instead the
production of high-quality
proteins, nuts, legumes,
fruits and vegetables, he ar-
gued. It could make more
nutritious foods more acces-
sible and affordable with
subsidies and taxes. Schools
should get more money to
offer children more nutri-
tious meals. And children,
he wrote, “must be protected
from predatory advertis-
ing.”

Taking such actions, Lud-
wig concluded, may forestall
the prediction that obesity
will cause today’s children
to live shorter, unhealthier
lives than their parents.
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According to a 2011 national report, Maine had the highest rate of obesity in New England
and was the 27th fattest in the nation.

The controversial
reason thousands just
lost their food stamps
BY MAX EHRENFREUND
AND ROBERTO A.
FERDMAN
THE WASHINGTON POST

As many as 1 million
Americans stopped receiv-
ing food stamps over the
course of this year starting
Friday, the consequence of a
controversial work mandate
that has been reinstated in
22 states as the economy im-
proves.

The 20-year-old rule —
which was suspended in
many states during the eco-
nomic recession — requires
that adults without children
or disabilities must have a job
in order to receive food
stamps through the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance
Program for more than three
months, with some excep-
tions. Many states have
begun to reimpose the federal
rule as the economy recovers,
with the largest group reviv-
ing it at the beginning of this
year. As a result, many recip-
ients’ three-month limit ex-
pired April 1.

The change has reignited
a fierce debate between con-
servative leaders, who say
waiving the mandate dis-
courages people from work-
ing, and their liberal coun-
terparts, who say the three-
month time limit ignores
the reality that jobs are still
hard to come by for low-
skilled workers.

Ohio Gov. John Kasich,
who helped author the work
requirement as a U.S. con-
gressman in 1996, is among
the conservative politicians
arguing that able-bodied
adults should not receive
SNAP benefits if they are
not working. At the end of
2013, Kasich decided not to
request an extension of the
statewide waiver of the
work mandate, enforcing
the rule in all but its most
economically depressed,
rural counties.

A spokesman for Kasich,
a candidate for the Republi-
can presidential nomina-
tion, said reinstating the re-
quirement would prod peo-
ple to seek work in the im-
proving economy.

“These are, again, adults
— no dependents, physically
and mentally capable of
working,” said Rob Nichols,
a spokesman for Kasich’s
presidential campaign, in a
recent interview. “Just as
much as we believe in the
social safety net, we also be-
lieve it’s a sin not to help
oneself.”

Republican Gov. Paul LeP-
age’s administration did not
seek to renew the waiver and

began enforcing the require-
ment that recipients labeled
as able-bodied and without
children seek work or train-
ing as a condition of receiving
food stamps. The administra-
tion later claimed a signifi-
cant decrease in the number
of “able-bodied” SNAP recipi-
ents, but Democrats and ad-
vocates for low-income Main-
ers contend that the move
simply shifted more people
into poverty.

Between 500,000 and 1 mil-
lion people will lose SNAP
benefits over the course of
2016 as a result of the rein-
stated work mandate, accord-
ing to an analysis by the lib-
eral Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities in Washing-
ton. Currently, about 46 mil-
lion people receive the aid.

For the federal work re-
quirement to be waived, a
jurisdiction must have an
unemployment rate above
10 percent, a rate 20 percent
higher than the national av-
erage, or the local labor mar-
ket must qualify as weak by
other measures. Maryland,
New York and several other
states automatically rein-
stated the rule this year as
their employment numbers
improved. But the economy
is still weak enough to meet
those conditions in three
states where leaders have
decided to impose the work
mandate anyway — Missis-
sippi, South Carolina and
West Virginia.

Mississippi and West
Virginia currently have
two of the weakest econo-
mies in the country. The
unemployment rate in both
states is 6.5 percent, which
is worse than the national
rate of 5 percent and better
only than Alaska’s rate of
6.6 percent.

Kansas Gov. Sam Brown-
back, a Republican, made a
decision similar to Ka-
sich’s, declining to seek an
extension for the work-
mandate waiver, even
though the state’s economy
was weak enough to quali-
fy. About 13,000 Kansans
became ineligible for SNAP
after the suspension ended,
and according to research
by the conservative group
Foundation for Govern-
ment Accountability, at
least 64 percent found some
work over the next year
and a half. The average in-
come increased from about
$4,600 a year, including the
food stamps, to about $5,600
a year, the organization
found.

The Bangor Daily News con-
tributed to this report.

FDA to limit inorganic arsenic in infant rice cereal
BY LAURIE MCGINLEY
THE WASHINGTON POST

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration on Friday proposed
new limits for inorganic arse-
nic in infant rice cereal, an ef-
fort to reduce the leading
source of arsenic exposure for
babies.

The draft guidance to indus-
try would cap the inorganic
arsenic at 100 parts per billion,
a level that most infant rice ce-
reals already meet or are close
to meeting, the agency said.

Susan Mayne, director of
the FDA’s Center for Food

Safety and Applied Nutrition,
told reporters the agency es-
sentially was directing manu-
facturers to find sources of rice
that have the smallest amount
of inorganic arsenic and to use
that in infant rice cereals.

Gerber issued a news re-
lease Friday saying its cereal
already meets the guidance
level proposed by the FDA.

Babies’ consumption of rice,
which is primarily through
ricecereal, isabout three times
greater than that of adults, ac-
cording to the FDA. Most peo-
ple consume the highest
amountof rice, relative to their

weights, at about 8 months of
age.

The proposed limit is based
on testing of rice and nonrice
products, as well as a 2016 FDA
risk assessment on the associa-
tion between exposure to inor-
ganic arsenic and adverse
pregnancy outcomes and neu-
rological effects in early life.

The agency said inorganic
arsenic exposure can result in
a child’s decreased perfor-
mance on certain developmen-
tal tests.

The agency tested 76 sam-
ples of infant rice cereal from
retail stores and found that

nearly half met the agency’s
proposed limit of 100 parts per
billion of inorganic arsenic.
More than three-quarters of
the samples had levels at or
below 110 parts per billion.

Arsenic naturally occurs in
the soil and water, and fertiliz-
ers and pesticides also contrib-
ute to levels. It isn’t intention-
ally added to rice and can’t be
completely removed. Inorgan-
ic arsenic, which is considered
toxic by the World Health Or-
ganization, contains oxygen,
chlorine and sulfur. Organic
arsenic contains carbon and
hydrogen.


