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obituaries
F. HaydnWilliams, spearheaded
WWIImemorial efforts, dies at 96
BY MATT SCHUDEL
THE WASHINGTON POST

F. Haydn Williams, a for-
mer Defense Department of-
ficial and president of the
Asia Foundation who spear-
headed efforts to build the
National World War II Me-
morial on the Mall, died
April 22 at his home in San
Francisco. He was 96.

The cause was heart dis-
ease, said a great-niece,
Katie Evans.

During a long career in
international development
and diplomacy, Dr. Williams
held academic posts and
served as a deputy assistant
secretary of defense under
presidents Dwight D. Eisen-
hower and John F. Kennedy.
From 1964 to 1989, he was
president of the Asia Foun-
dation, a San Francisco-
based organization provid-
ing international develop-
ment support to countries in
Asia.

Williams, a World War II
veteran, was appointed in
1994 by President Bill Clin-
ton to the American Battle
Monuments Commission.
As chairman of its National
World War II Memorial
committee, he led the com-
plicated and sometimes con-
troversial process of procur-
ing a site and gaining ap-
proval for the memorial’s
design.

“The Washington Monu-
ment took 52 years to build,”
Williams told the Chicago
Tribune in 1998. “The Lin-
coln Memorial took 21, the
Jefferson Memorial took
nine, and the FDR Memorial
took 42. We’re likely to sur-

pass them all.”
The project took on a poi-

gnant urgency because it
was not formally approved
by Congress until 1993, five
decades after World War II
was fought. Veterans were
dying by the thousands, and
many would not live to see
the memorial’s completion.

Amid considerable debate
about the memorial’s site
and design, Williams said it
should become a prominent
part of “the monumental
core of Washington,” befit-
ting the war’s role as “the
defining event of the 20th
century.”

He was principally re-
sponsible for selecting the
memorial’s ultimate loca-
tion, a 5 1/2-acre site on 17th
Street NW, between the Lin-
coln Memorial and Wash-
ington Monument. The spot
included the so-called Rain-
bow Pool, an oblong foun-
tain at the eastern end of the
Reflecting Pool. The land
near the Rainbow Pool had
long been used as the stag-
ing area for the Mall’s July 4
fireworks and as a landing
site for helicopters bringing
dignitaries to the White
House and Capitol.

Opponents criticized the
secrecy of the process and
said the site was selected in
1995 without proper public
notice. Williams was quoted
as saying, “The site was ap-
proved before they” — the
public — “knew what hit
them.”

Williams faced further
hurdles when the memori-
al’s design, by architect
Friedrich St. Florian, was
unveiled. Architecture crit-

ics, public officials and even
some veterans criticized the
huge structure as a mon-
strosity reminiscent of the
“gigantic classical monu-
ments built for Nazi leader
Adolf Hitler by his architect,
Albert Speer,” as Chicago
Tribune writer Michael
Kilian put it.

After St. Florian’s design
was scaled back, the World
War II Memorial opened to
the public in April 2004.

Franklin Haydn Williams
was born Aug. 21, 1919, in
Spokane, Washington, and
was 9 when his family
moved to Oakland, Califor-
nia. Both of his parents were
born in Wales, and his fa-
ther was a Presbyterian
minister.

As a Navy officer during
World War II, Williams par-
ticipated in air evacuations
of U.S. prisoners of war
held by the Japanese. He
graduated from the Univer-
sity of California at Berke-
ley in 1946 and received
master’s and doctoral de-
grees in 1947 and 1958, re-
spectively, from the Fletch-
er School, a graduate pro-
gram of international stud-
ies at Tufts University in
Medford, Massachusetts.

He held teaching and ad-
ministrative positions at the
Fletcher School before serv-
ing as deputy assistant sec-
retary of defense for nation-
al and international securi-
ty from 1958 to 1962.

While leading the Asia
Foundation, Williams was
also a presidential represen-
tative, with ambassadorial
rank. From 1971 to 1976, he
led negotiations over the fu-

ture of the Pacific island ter-
ritories collectively known
as Micronesia.

The negotiations ulti-
mately brought an end to
U.S. trusteeship over Pacific
island territories that had
been administered by the
United States since World
War II. Some of the islands
became independent coun-
tries, and others retained a
formal connection with the
United States.

During his 25 years lead-
ing the Asia Foundation —
the longest tenure of any
president of the foundation
— Williams expanded pro-
grams in China and else-
where throughout the re-
gion. He remained associat-
ed with the foundation until
his death.

His wife of 43 years, the
former Margaret French,
died in 2005. Survivors in-
clude a stepson, Thomas
Gregory of Novato, Califor-
nia, and a sister.

In addition to shepherd-
ing the construction of the
World War II Memorial in
Washington, Williams
played a major role in devel-
oping the Saipan American
Memorial and a park on the
island of Saipan, commemo-
rating the U.S. service mem-
bers who died in Pacific is-
land battles during World
War II.

“I have learned a lot about
memorials in Washington,”
Williams said in 1998, dur-
ing his decade-long effort to
complete the World War II
Memorial on the Mall.
“They all have been contro-
versial, and they all have
taken a long time to build.”

DESMOND WESTON COY

DOVER-FOXCROFT -
Desmond Weston Coy, 92,

passed away
April 28, 2016,
a t H i b b a r d

Nursing Home, Dover-Fox-
croft. He was born May 28,
1923, in Dover-Foxcroft, the
son of C. Harry and Lucy E.
(Weston) Coy.

He was predeceased by
his parents; sister, Vivian
Coy Currie; and his wife,
Katherine Burgess Coy. Des
grew up in Dover-Foxcroft
where he attended local
schools and graduated from
Foxcroft Academy in 1942.
He enjoyed playing football
at Foxcroft Academy and
was a member of two unde-
feated teams, one of which
was not scored on. He also
enjoyed playing trumpet in
the local Boy's Band. He
married his high school
sweetheart , Kather ine
Burgess, in September 1942,
and they had three children,
Thomas, D. Alan, and Susan
Coy Grant.

Des was drafted on Jan-
uary 1, 1943, and served his
country in the Pacific during
World War II with the 63rd
Air Warning Group. At the
end of the war he returned
to his family in Dover-Fox-
croft. He worked for many
years as an oil deliveryman.
Des and his brother-in-law,
John Sanborn, later estab-
lished Coy & Sanborn Oil
Co. After selling the compa-
ny, Des and Kay spent many
winters in Florida and Des
worked summers in heating
equipment and automobile
sales.

Des was a member of the
United Methodist Church,
where he served as a
trustee. He and Kay were ac-
tive in the 3M club at church.
He was a member of the
local Masonic lodge and
served as a leader in Boy
Scout Troop 100. His favorite
place throughout his life was
Sebec Lake. His father,
steamboat captain Harry
Coy, instilled in his son a
love and respect for the lake
which Des passed on to his
children and grandchildren.

In addition to his three
children, Des leaves behind
six grandchildren, fourteen
great-grandchildren and sev-
en great-great-grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will
be held at the family lot in
Rural Grove Cemetery at a
time to be announced. Gifts
in memory of Des may be
sent to The Sebec Lake As-
sociation, PO Box 303, Dover
-Foxcroft, 04426. Arrange-
ments are in the care of the
Lary Funeral Home.

Condolences and memo-
ries may be expressed at

www.laryfuneralhome.com.

CYNTHIA JO

(SMITH) POWERS

CARIBOU - Cynthia Jo
(Smith) Powers, 62, of Cari-
bou passed away on April
24th, 2016, at Cary Medical
Center. Cindy was the eldest
daughter of Ernest "Bud"
and Joanne Smith - well
known and loved in the Cari-
bou community. She went
peacefully surrounded by
family after a long illness.

Cindy graduated from
Caribou High School as a
member of the class of 1971.
Completing her nursing de-
gree at Eastern Maine Medi-
cal Center in 1974, Cindy was
dedicated to her career as an
exceptional RN for over 40
years; mostly serving the
community in OB and home
care/hospice. Outside of
work, she enjoyed fly-fish-
ing, camping, gardening,
cooking and spending time
with her family. Cindy loved
the ocean, picking berries
and fiddleheads and relax-
ing at her Madawaska Lake
home.

Cindy is survived by her
loyal husband, Donald Pow-
ers of Caribou; mother,
Joanne (Johnson) Smith of
Caribou; son, Eric Fletcher
his wife, Heather (Hartley)
Fletcher and their daughters,
Emily and Rachel of Alfred,
Maine; daughter, Laurie
(Fletcher) and husband, Tim-
othy Shields and their
daughters, Corinne and Julia
of Longview, Texas; daugh-
ter, Kathryn (Fletcher) and
husband, Robert Philbrick
and her children, Jeffrey and
Addisyn of Lewiston, Maine;
stepdaughter, Mary (Powers)
and her husband, Mike Lam-
son and their children,
Cameron, Levi and Ella of
Middletown Springs, Ver-
mont; stepdaughter, Amy
(Powers) and her husband,
Nate Power and their daugh-
ter, Charlotte of Brunswick,
Maine; siblings, David Smith
of Manchester, Maine; Steve
and Gale Smith of Hooksett,
New Hampshire; Bethany
and Robert Woodcock of
Lancaster, PA; as well as nu-
merous nieces, nephews
and cousins. Cindy was pre-
deceased by her beloved fa-
ther, Ernest "Bud" Smith.

At Cindy's request, a pri-
vate family celebration of
life will be held in July 2016.
Donations in her honor can
be made to Aroostook
House of Comfort at aroosto
okhouseofcomfort.com or
her favorite charity St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital
at stjude.org.

Arrangements are under
the care of Direct Cremation
of Maine, 182 Waldo Av-
enue, Belfast. Memories and
condolences may be shared
with the family at
directcremationofmaine.com.

ReikoMatsumoto,wrote about
internment as a child, dies at 86
BY BART BARNES
THE WASHINGTON POST

Reiko Matsumoto, a Japa-
nese American who was in-
terned as an enemy alien
during World War II and
later was a Fairfax County
School teacher and author of
children’s books, died
March 12 at a hospital in
Arlington, Virginia. She
was 86.

The cause was congestive
heart failure, said a son, Cal
Matsumoto.

Between 1977 and 1994,
Matsumoto taught at Gra-
ham Road, Annandale Ter-
race and Fox Mill elementa-
ry schools. She also was in-
augural director of a Japa-
nese immersion program at
Fox Mill.

Reiko Odate was born
March 25, 1929, in Kauai,
Hawaii, where her father
was a Buddhist priest who
had emigrated from Japan
in 1928.

Her father was arrested
on Dec. 7, 1941, when the
Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor brought the United

States into World War II.
The family was later in-
terned at camps in Arkansas
and Northern California
until the war ended in 1945.

Matsumoto graduated
from the University of Ha-
waii in 1950, then taught
school in Hawaii and Cali-
fornia before earning a mas-
ter’s degree in education at
San Francisco State Univer-
sity in 1957.

She later taught school in
Japan and settled in the
Washington area in 1977.
The Ashburn, Virginia, resi-
dent wrote six children’s
books, including a fictional
memoir of a Japanese child-
hood in a wartime intern-
ment camp, and descriptive
memories of an adolescent
survivor of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima.

Survivors include her
husband of 57 years, Hisao
Matsumoto of Ashburn;
three children, Kent Matsu-
moto of Parkton, Maryland,
Cal Matsumoto of Washing-
ton and Mimi Backhausen
of Ashburn; and three
grandchildren.

Express Your Condolences
Online Guest Book obituaries.bangordailynews.com

When celebrities
die,we grieve
collectively
BY ANN FRIEDMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Even before most major
news outlets confirmed that
Prince had died, mournful
posts began filling my time-
line. First, there was denial:
“No. No. No,” a friend tweet-
ed. “Not Prince, god dammit,
not Prince,” wrote another.
The other stages of grief
soon followed.

I scrolled past concert
memories on Facebook. In-
stagram was full of stills
from “Purple Rain” and,
later, photos of Los Angeles
City Hall, Niagara Falls
and the Eiffel Tower lit pur-
ple. Prince’s actual funeral
was attended by just 20
close friends and family
members. Online, millions
of us mourned together.

The outpouring was sin-
cere but also eerily famil-
iar. Prince’s death was a
replay of David Bowie’s in
January, with echoes of the
public mourning for the
victims of the November
terrorist attacks in Paris.
Have we made an unspoken
pact? When a death is news-
worthy, we must grieve col-
lectively now.

If you’ve never traveled
to Paris, is it necessary to
denounce terrorism there?
Is it enough to acknowledge
the death of a well-known
artist — R.I.P., Prince — or
must you put together a
heartfelt tribute?

In fact, no one would
take offense if some of us
decided to skip a round of
grieving — if we decided
not to change our avatars
in memoriam. Probably no
one would even notice. But
perhaps that’s beside the
point.

“Thinking about how we
mourn artists we’ve never
met,” tweeted one woman
after David Bowie died. “We
don’t cry because we knew
them, we cry because they
helped us know ourselves.”

Brief exclamations of sor-
row often precede lengthy
remembrances. We tell our
followers how listening to a
deceased artist’s lesser-
known albums helped us
survive high school, or just
a rough night in high school.
We expect and accept this
routine, which seems more
meaningful than simply say-
ing, “I was a fan.” But we
also have standards. While
grieving publicly, we feel we
must avoid the appearance
of self-promotion at all costs.

ActressMadeleine Sherwood dies
BY ADAM BERNSTEIN
THE WASHINGTON POST

Madeleine Sherwood, a
distinguished Canadian-
born character actress who
played saints and sinners
on Broadway and TV and
who endured blacklisting
in the 1950s and a prison
term in the 1960s for her
civil rights activism, died
April 23 at her home in
Saint-Hippolyte, Quebec.
She was 93.

A family spokeswoman,
Melissa Fitch, confirmed
the death but did not dis-
close the cause.

While not a household
name, Sherwood became a
familiar pug-nosed face
over a six-decade show-
business career that includ-
ed roles in landmark plays
by Arthur Miller and Ten-
nessee Williams and a sing-
ing part in a Stephen Sond-
heim-Richard Rodgers mu-
sical. She also portrayed
the stern Mother Superior
on the ABC sitcom “The
Flying Nun” (1967-70), op-
posite Sally Field’s young
and airborne novice.

Fields was ambitious to
move beyond lightweight
gamine roles, and she cred-
ited Sherwood, long affiliat-
ed with the Actors Studio
theater workshop in New
York, with getting her the
training required for her
transition into Oscar-win-
ning dramatic parts in
“Norma Rae” and “Places
in the Heart.”

Sherwood’s own entry
into acting had been tumul-
tuous. An unhappy early
marriage and postpartum
depression landed her in an
asylum, and she said her
husband wanted her loboto-
mized. She told a friendly
doctor that she simply
wanted to be an actress, and
he recommended she make
an escape out the unlocked
back door.

She set about reinventing
herself, fueled by a raw tal-
ent for playing scheming
and overbearing parts. She
dazzled audiences and re-
viewers in Arthur Miller’s
“The Crucible” (1953) as
Abigail Williams, a spurned
teenage hussy who spreads
malicious accusations of
witchcraft in 1692 Salem,
Massachusetts.

New York Times theater
critic Brooks Atkinson
praised her “fire and skill”
in the powerful Miller mo-
rality play that many have
read as an allegory against
the McCarthyite anti-com-
munist witch hunts of the

day. (Sherwood said she
was blacklisted for a period
when she stood up for ac-
tress Lee Grant, who had
been targeted by the House
Un-American Activities
Committee.)

In 1955, Sherwood had a
notable supporting role on
Broadway in Williams’s
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,”
about greedy relatives of a
dying Mississippi planta-
tion owner known as Big
Daddy.

Playing a character often
called Sister Woman, Sher-
wood tries to ingratiate her-
self by bearing a litter of
Big Daddy’s grandchildren
— a bunch of spoiled holy
terrors memorably excori-
ated as “no-neck monsters.”
Sister Woman is ultimately
outfoxed by another daugh-
ter-in-law, Maggie the Cat,
portrayed by Barbara Bel
Geddes on stage and by
Elizabeth Taylor in the 1958
movie version; Sherwood
reprised her role for the
film.

Sherwood played a key
role in the 1959 Broadway
and 1962 film adaptations of
Williams’s “Sweet Bird of
Youth”— as mistress of the
malevolent Gulf Coast
power broker Boss Finley.
She suffers a cruel punish-
ment for belittling her lov-
er’s sexual impotence.

Sherwood continued her
run of Southern-fried con-
nivers in “Invitation to a
March” (1960), a Broadway
comedy written and direct-
ed by Arthur Laurents and
featuring incidental music
by Sondheim. It was a con-
nection that led to her fea-
tured role on Broadway in
“Do I Hear a Waltz?” (1965),
the Sondheim-Rodgers mu-
sical in which she originat-
ed the part of Mrs. McIl-
henny, an obnoxious Amer-
ican tourist.

Her other Broadway
credits included the Alan
Jay Lerner-Frederick
Loewe musical “Camelot,”
in which she replaced M’el
Dowd as Morgan Le Fey in
1962. That same year, she
briefly succeeded Bette
Davis in Williams’s “The
Night of the Iguana.” Her
final Broadway appearance
was in Edward Albee’s
bleak and short-lived “All
Over” (1971), directed by
John Gielgud.

Sherwood won a 1963
Obie Award for distin-
guished performance in
“Hey You, Light Man!” Oli-
ver Hailey’s wistful comedy
about an actor in a play and
his relationship with a

member of the audience.
“There is simplicity and

decency in this woman,
who has always accepted
the unadorned and unexcit-
ing realities of her ordi-
nary life,” New York Times
theater critic Howard
Taubman wrote of Sher-
wood’s character. “Her
transformation under the
guidance of the actor into a
person who can transcend
reality is managed with ad-
mirable lightness and flex-
ibility.”

Madeleine Louise Helene
Thornton was born in Mon-
treal on Nov. 13, 1922. She
won small roles with the
Montreal Repertory The-
atre but put aside her act-
ing ambitions to marry
Robert Sherwood (not the
playwright of the same
name), a union that ended
in divorce. Survivors in-
clude a daughter, Chloe
Fox, of Ontario; two grand-
children; and six great-
grandchildren.

Sherwood was the long-
time companion of the late
Hylan Johnson, an actor
known as “Dots” or “Dotts”
and best remembered as a
black American soldier in
Roberto Rossellini’s 1946
film “Paisan.” She grew
involved in civil rights
causes and in May 1963
was arrested during a
Freedom Walk in Etowah
County, Alabama. She was
sentenced to six months of
hard labor.

Later in life, Sherwood
led acting workshops in
which she passed on meth-
ods learned from mentors
such as director Elia Kazan.
Her teaching was the focus
of a 2010 short film, “Made-
leine’s Method.”

In the documentary, she
also spoke of her thwarted
ambitions for stardom and
of the fleeting moments of
triumph when she was
center stage. When it was
first announced that she
would take over for Davis
in “The Night of the Igua-
na,” she recalled, the audi-
ence began shifting in
their seats, deciding
whether to ask for a re-
fund or stay.

Adopting the tough tone
of her earthy and boozy
character, she said, she
walked from the stage into
the audience and shouted at
two restless ticket buyers: ”
‘You make up your mind.
Either sit down or get out.’
... That broke the ice be-
cause the rest of the audi-
ence laughed. ... From there
on in, I sailed through.”


