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Cognitive tests may not predict safe driving
REUTERS

There is no test that can
predict if a person with de-
mentia is safe to drive, a
new report suggests.

Tests that look at many
cognitive skills instead of
just one may be most help-
ful, however, according to
researchers who reviewed
findings in this area.

People with dementia
have up to eight times the
odds of being in a car crash
compared with other se-
niors. But in the early stag-
es of the condition, people
with a dementia diagnosis
can often drive safely, the
study team writes in the
Journal of The American
Geriatrics Society.

“Simply having a diag-
nosis of dementia does not
mean that the individual
should have to give up
their license, however due
to the progressive nature of
the disease, they will even-
tually need to stop driv-
ing,” lead writer Joanne
Bennett, a doctoral candi-
date at Macquarie Univer-
sity in Sydney, Australia,
told Reuters Health by
email.

“As a result, their driving
will need to be constantly
monitored and reviewed by
both loved ones and health
professionals,” Bennett said.

Dementia is an incur-
able condition that can be
caused by various diseases,
the most common being Al-
zheimer’s disease. Demen-
tia affects memory and
other thinking skills and
can impact motor func-
tions necessary for driv-
ing.

To determine how well
cognitive tests predict driv-
ing ability, Bennett and
her colleagues analyzed
data from 28 studies exam-
ining cognitive tests and
driving performance
among people with demen-
tia.

Half of the studies used
on-road tests to determine
driving ability. Most of the
rest relied on reports from
caregivers.

The cognitive tests tend-
ed to focus on attention and
concentration, ability to
see objects, memory, lan-
guage and general mental
status. Some tests also
looked at executive func-
tioning, a measure of rea-
soning and problem-solv-
ing.

Overall, the links be-
tween tests of a single cog-
nitive function and driving
ability were inconsistent.
The researchers found that
single cognitive tests pre-
dicted the driving ability of
people with dementia only

46 percent of the time.
People who performed

badly on tests of mental
status, executive function-
ing and attention and con-
centration also did poorly
on driving tests just over
half the time.

The other cognitive
skills were linked to safe
driving less than half of the
time, with memory and
language proving to be
least relevant to driving
skills.

In contrast, in six stud-
ies researchers incorporat-
ed multiple tests to mea-
sure a variety of cognitive
skills. Such batteries of
tests consistently predicted
whether or not a person
was able to drive safely.

But only two of these
studies offered cutoff
scores that a doctor might
be able use to determine if
a patient can safely drive,
the researchers note.

“As it stands, apart from
on-road tests, which can be
quite expensive for the cli-
ent, there is no consensus
on an objective assessment
that can be used as an alter-
native,” Bennett said.

Her team is working to
develop a collection of tests
that could assess the safety
of drivers with dementia,
she said.

“With an ageing popula-

tion, we will have an in-
creasing number of drivers
who have cognitive impair-
ment and dementia,” said
Kaarin Anstey, director of
the Center for Research on
Ageing, Health and Wellbe-
ing in Australia.

“There are red flags that
show when adults are un-
safe to drive,” Antsey, who
was not involved in the
study, said by email.

Eye impairments are
common in dementia and
can result in people being
unable to read signs or see
pedestrians, she noted.

“Lack of orientation (e.g.
driving up the wrong side
of the road or inability to
maintain lane position) are
key indicators that driving
has deteriorated to a point
when it is unsafe,” Antsey
added.

Bennett said that for-
getting how to locate fa-
miliar places, failing to
observe traffic signs, mak-
ing slow or poor decisions
in traffic and driving at
an inappropriate speed
may also be important
warning signs.

“When monitoring driv-
ing performance, loved
ones should be looking for
patterns of poor perfor-
mance, and not basing
their decisions on ‘one-off’
events,” Bennett advised.

Law enforcement honored byUS attorney forMaine
BY NOK-NOI RICKER
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — A total of 20
law enforcement personnel
who were instrumental in
five difficult and complicat-
ed cases ending in convic-
tions were honored Tuesday
by the United States attor-
ney for Maine.

U.S. Attorney Thomas E.
Delahanty II said that the
convictions would not have
been possible without law
enforcement agencies work-
ing together.

He was at the Margaret
Chase Smith Federal Build-
ing in the morning honoring
personnel involved in two
major cases and said he
would be in Portland later in
the day to recognize the
work of officers from that
region, and a Scarborough
resident, for their outstand-
ing service in three other
cases.

The arrest and conviction
of a drug dealer from New
York who also set an Or-
rington house on fire in 2012
required six different agen-
cies working together to re-
solve, Delahanty pointed out
in Bangor.

“The one take away from
this is: This case worked be-
cause these people worked
together from half a dozen
different agencies, and if
one of them had not done
their job, the case would not
have been successful,” Dela-
hanty said regarding the
case of Oscar Nunez.

Investigator Stewart Ja-
cobs of the state fire mar-
shal’s office; Tyler Leighton
and Paul J. McNeil of the
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives; Old Town police Offi-
cer Lori Renzullo, who also
works for the Maine Drug
Enforcement Agency; Pe-
nobscot County Sheriff’s
Cpl. Noel Santiago and
Christine Waterhouse of the
Maine State Police Crime
Lab were recognized for
their work on the Nunez
case.

Nunez, 28, of Verona Is-
land and Bronx, New York,
last August completed a 32-
month sentence for selling
crack cocaine in Hancock
County. In November, he
was sentenced in U.S. Dis-
trict Court to six years and

10 months in federal prison
on a gun charge and 20 years
in state prison with all but
eight years suspended for
arson and criminal threat-
ening in connection with an
arson at a home in Or-
rington nearly four years
ago.

Three others were hon-
ored by Delahanty for their
work leading to convictions
in the largest marijuana
grow seizure case in the
state’s history. Anthony
Castellanos of U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment’s Homeland Security
Investigations; Rodney
Giguere, Internal Revenue
Service’s criminal investi-
gation division; and Jona-
than Richards, Maine Drug
Enforcement Agency and
Piscataquis County Sheriff’s
Office, were recognized.

“It all started on Sept 22,
2009, when a helicopter
being flown by Maine state
game wardens discovered
what they believed was a
sophisticated marijuana
grow deep in the woods of
Washington County, in
Township 37,” Delahanty
said.

State and federal law en-
forcement officers raided
the plantation and seized
nearly 3,000 marijuana
plants. The marijuana had a
value somewhere in the
range of $7 million. After
being discovered, undocu-
mented workers who lived
at the remote site set fire to
the site and fled.

“Over the next three
years, Agents Richards,
Giguere and Castellanos
conducted an exhaustive in-
vestigation interviewing
dozens of witnesses and is-
suing 10 federal search war-
rants,” Delahanty said.
“They were able to prove
Malcolm French, Rodney
Russell, Kendall Chase and
Moises Soto had operated
the grow for several years
before being discovered,”
Delahanty said.

French, 54, of Enfield, Rus-
sell, 52, of South Thomaston
and Chase, 59, of Bradford
were found guilty on a vari-
ety of charges in connection
with the pot farm in January
2014 and were sentenced in
April to prison time, fines
and property forfeitures.
Soto, 55, who testified against

French, Chase and Russell,
pleaded guilty in July 2013 to
a drug conspiracy charge
and one count of harboring
illegal aliens. He was sen-
tenced to four years in pris-
on, some of which was served
while he was being held
without bail after his arrest
in March 2013.

Robert Berg of Corinna
was sentenced to six months
for being an accessory after
the fact to manufacturing
1,000 or more marijuana
plants at a large marijuana
farm in Township 37. A fifth
man, Scott MacPherson,
who ran the day-to-day op-
eration at the Township 37
grow site and was granted
immunity, took his own life
in February 2011 in the days
before he was to testify be-
fore a federal grand jury,
according to the U.S. attor-
ney’s office.

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Joel Casey, who Delahanty
jokingly called the “Mayor
of Township 37,” also offered
his appreciation for their
hard work.

“Thanks for your per-
sistence, diligence and ex-

pertise,” Casey said.
Tuesday afternoon pre-

sentations are scheduled to
recognize Martin Conley
and Douglas M. McDonnell
of the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s
Homeland Security Investi-

gations; John Bourque, U.S.
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration and Kennebec Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office; Paul Bu-
chanan and Paul Wolf of the
DEA; Joshua Guay, DEA
and Scarborough Police De-
partment; Scarborough Po-

lice Department personnel
Thomas Chard, Timothy
Dalton, Andrew Flynn and
Glenn Tucker; Herbert
Hughes, Scarborough police
and fire departments; and
Scarborough resident Shane
Redding.
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U.S. Attorney Thomas E. Delahanty II (right) recognizes a group of law enforcement personnel, who were crucial in the
arrest and conviction of Oscar Nunez of Verona Island and the Bronx, New York, for drug trafficking, arson and other
criminal behaviors, on Tuesday in Bangor. Assistant U.S. Attorney James Moore (left) nominated the group.
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U.S. Attorney Thomas E. Delahanty II (right) recognizes law enforcement personnel, who
were crucial in convictions of four men involved in the state’s largest and most complex
marijuana grow operations, found in 2009 in Township 37, on Tuesday in Bangor.

LedZeppelin says
‘Stairway’ and ‘Mary
Poppins’ song similar
Testimony given in copyright suit

BY PIYA SINHA-ROY
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Led
Zeppelin guitarist Jimmy
Page said on Thursday that
the riff he is accused of
stealing for the band’s 1971
hit “Stairway to Heaven” is
in fact a commonly used
chord progression similar
to a melody from the 1964
movie musical “Mary Pop-
pins.”

Page, with his ex-band-
mate Robert Plant looking
on, took the witness stand
for a second day in a copy-
right infringement trial in
a Los Angeles federal court.

The civil action, brought

by a trustee for Randy
Wolfe, the late guitarist for
the American band Spirit,
contends the British band
stole the descending chro-
matic four-chord progres-
sion at the beginning of
their signature song from
Spirit’s 1967 instrumental
“Taurus.”

Page, under questioning
by an attorney for the
plaintiff, repeatedly said he
was not sure whether any
similarity exists between
“Stairway to Heaven” and
“Taurus.”

He was quicker to draw a
comparison to “Chim Chim
Cher-ee” in “Mary Pop-
pins,” when asked about a
written declaration he gave
for the lawsuit where he
talked about “Stairway”
and the more uptempo song

from the Disney film.
“I may have said the

chord sequences are very
similar because that chord
sequence has been around
forever,” Page said.

The testimony from
Page, whom many consider
one of the greatest guitar-
ists in rock history, is in
line with similar state-
ments made by attorneys
for Led Zeppelin, who
argue the chord progres-
sion has long been in com-
mon use.

In 2008, the business
magazine Conde Nast Port-
folio estimated that “Stair-
way to Heaven” had gener-
ated more than $560 mil-
lion in royalties.

More recently, a compa-
ny to benefit members of
Led Zeppelin and their
heirs distributed more
than 6.6 million British
pounds last year, the equiv-
alent of more than $9 mil-
lion in current dollars,
from royalty payments on
the band’s songs over the
previous 12 months, Page
testified.

Michael Skidmore, the
trustee for Wolfe’s estate,
has said Page may have
been inspired to write
“Stairway to Heaven”
after hearing California-
based Spirit perform
“Taurus” while the bands
toured together in 1968
and 1969.

The lawsuit seeks a writ-
ing credit for Wolfe on the
song and damages in an
amount to be proven at
trial.

Page, 72, on Wednesday
testified that he did not re-
call hearing “Taurus” until
recently, after he had been
made aware of compari-
sons being made between
the two songs.

Plant is also expected to
testify in the case.

Canada tomake national anthemgender-neutral
REUTERS

OTTAWA, Canada — Ca-
nadian lawmakers voted
on Wednesday to alter the
country’s national anthem
to make the lyrics gender
neutral, a move that comes
as the new Liberal govern-
ment focuses on being
more inclusive toward
women.

The bill would change the
English version of “O Cana-
da” to remove the words “in
all thy sons command” and
replace them with “in all of
us command.”

The changes, brought for-

ward as a private member’s
bill by a Liberal Party law-
maker, passed easily in the
House of Commons, which
is controlled by the Liberals.
It now goes to the appointed
Senate, which generally ap-
proves measures passed by
the elected House.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has made gender
inclusivity a focus since he
was elected last October and
named an equal number of
men and women to his
30-member Cabinet. It was
the first time gender parity
had been achieved by Cana-
da’s team of ministers.

Status of Women Minister
Patty Hajdu, speaking be-
fore the vote, said the change
was an important step to-
ward ensuring inclusivity
in Canada’s cultural sym-
bols.

“I think it’s really impor-
tant as a very strong symbol
of our commitment to gen-
der equality in this coun-
try,” she told reporters.

Some Conservative law-
makers opposed the
change, which they said
was being made without
adequate consultation with
Canadians. The former
Conservative government

suggested changes to the
anthem’s lyrics in 2010, but
backed off after a public
outcry.

The song was composed
in 1880 and the original lyr-
ics were in French. The Eng-
lish-language version,
which is not a direct transla-
tion from French, was
penned in 1908 and tweaked
over the years. It was adopt-
ed as Canada’s official an-
them in 1980.

After the vote passed, law-
makers stood in the House
of Commons and sang the
anthem in both national lan-
guages.

Guitarist Jimmy Page
drew a comparison to
“Chim Chim Cher-ee”
in “Mary Poppins,”

when asked about the
riff he is accused of

stealing


