
AUGUSTA — Big bash:
parade, 4 p.m., departing
from Maine State House;
fireworks, 9:15 p.m. river-
front Augusta Mill Park.
626-2350 or KVCC, 623-
4559.

BANGOR — Indepen-
dence Day celebration:
Pancake breakfast, 6-10
a.m., Brewer Auditorium;
Parade from Brewer to
Bangor, 11 a.m.; festivi-
ties including free con-
cert and fireworks over
the Penobscot, 2-9:30
p.m., Bangor Waterfront.

BAR HARBOR — Blueber-
ry pancake breakfast,
6-10 a.m., MDI Rotary
Club, Bar Harbor Athletic
Field, Park Street; Island
Arts Association craft
fair-marketplace, 9 a.m.-3
p.m., YMCA, 21 Park St.;
Independence Day
Parade, 10 a.m., from
Main Street to Cottage
Street to Eden Street to
Mt. Desert Street to Led-
gelawn Avenue; Seafood
Festival, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,
MDI Rotary Club, Bar
Harbor Athletic Field;
free concert series, 3:30-
9 p.m., Agamont Park;
free Bar Harbor Town
Band concert, 7:3-8:30
p.m.; fireworks over
Frenchman Bay, 9:15
p.m.

BLUE HILL — Flash in the
Pans street dance, 7:30-9
p.m., Blue Hill Town
Park. Benefits Blue Hill
Historical Society and
Peace Ridge Sanctuary.
Flashinthepans.org.

BROOKS — Fireworks as
part of Brooks Bicenten-
nial Celebration, 9 p.m.,
Community Park. Rain
date, Tuesday, July 5.

BRUNSWICK — 4th of July
Games on the Town
Mall, 10-11:30 a.m. Free
to children of all ages.
Water, popsicles, orang-
es and juice provided.
Relay games, three-
legged races, pie-eating
contest, wheelbarrow
races, sack races, water-
melon-eating contest,
ribbon awards. Peggy
Siegle, Brunswick Rota-
ry, 729-1348.

CAMDEN — Indepen-
dence Day celebration,
2-9 p.m., Harbor Parkand
Amphitheatre. Music by
the Sea concert with

Mes Amis acoustic,
gypsy jazz, 2 p.m.;
Casco Bay Wind Sym-
phony, 3:30 p.m.; Roos-
evelt Dime, rhythm and
blues, 5 p.m.; David
Dodson and The Low-
down featuring Jon and
Rachel Nicolas, folk,
rock, blues and country,
7:45 p.m. Fireworks over
the harbor, 9 p.m. Cam-
den Rotary, 236-3440 or
Penobscot Bay Regional
Chamber of Commerce,
236-4404.

DEER ISLE-STONING-
TON — Independence
Day celebration activi-
ties: parade, community
band, color guard, Ston-
ington Six road races,
fish pier events, live
entertainment, fireworks
at dusk. Deer Isle-Ston-
ington Chamber of Com-
merce, 348-6124.

DEXTER — Fireworks,
dusk Sunday, July 3,
Dexter High School foot-
ball field, rain date, Tues-
day, July 5; parade, 9:30
a.m. Monday, July 4;
boat parade, 11 a.m.
Monday, July 4.

EASTPORT — July Fourth
celebration with events
scheduled from Satur-
day, July 2, (day after
Canada Day, with its
own fireworks on Deer
Island Point Park in New

Brunswick, Friday, July
1). including Grand Inde-
pendence Parade, con-
certs at Overlook Park,
greasy pole and water
sports, antique car show,
contests and games for
all ages with prizes, fire-
works over the bay. Fire-
works rain date, Tues-
day, July 5.

GREENVILLE — Indepen-
dence Day games,
crafts, food vendors and
parade, East Cove of
Moosewood Lake; fire-
works, 9 p.m. Sunday,
July 3, midway between
DIF&W Building and For-
estry Building. Rain date,
Tuesday, July 5.

HOULTON — Midnight
Madness, 9
a.m.-midnight Saturday,
July 2, Market Square.
Music, craft fair in Monu-
ment Park, family activi-
ties, fireworks at River-
front Park on banks of
Meduxnekeag River, 9:30
p.m. Fireworks display,
Monday, July 4, rain date
July 5, Houlton Fair.

JACKMAN — Fireworks, 9
p.m., field behind town
office, 369 Main St.

JONESPORT-BEALS —
Moosabec Summer Fest,
activities through July 2.
Fireworks, 9 p.m. Satur-
day, July 2, Perio Point

on the A.C. Inc. property.
Fireworks rain date, Sun-
day, July 3.

LEWISTON-AUBURN —
Liberty Festival, with
bands, entertainment
and food vendors, Great
Falls Plaza in Auburn
and Veteran’s Park in
Lewiston. Fireworks fina-
le, West Pitch Park,
Auburn. info@libertyfesti-
val.org.

LIMESTONE — Fireworks,
9 p.m., Cavendish Farms
potato field, Pond View
Street. Rain date, Tues-
day, July 5.

MILLINOCKET — 4th of
July Celebration, Veter-
an’s Park: DJ Frank
Manzo spinning tunes,
beginning at 10 a.m;
parade starting at North-
ern Shopping Plaza, 11
a.m.; pie and cookie sale
sponsored by Friends of
Millinocket Library; free
watermelon; food ven-
dors; dancing at the
bandstand, 6 p.m.; fire-
works, 9 p.m., Stearns
High School. Rain date
for fireworks, Tuesday,
July 5. Katahdin Area
Chamber of Commerce,
723-4443.

PORTLAND — Maine His-
torical Society Fourth of
July activities: public
reading of Declaration of

Independence by former
state Rep. Herb Adams,
noon, in front of Wad-
sworth-Longfellow
House; free lemonade,
cookies and souvenir
flags available. Walking
tours of route of Great
Portland Fire of 1866, 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. Tours of
Wadsworth-Longfellow
House, 11 a.m. and 1
p.m.

Tours, $15, $12 seniors and
students, $3 age 6 to 17;
free to age 5 and under.
Register with Visitor Ser-
vices Manager John
Babin, 774-1822, ext. 212.

RANGELEY — Indepen-
dence Day celebration,
Sunday, July 3, Range-
ley Lakeside Park: chil-
dren’s parade, 10 a.m.;
duck race on Haley
Pond, 10:30 a.m.;
parade, 11 a.m.; fire-
works at dusk. Music,
food, live entertainment,
games, activities for chil-
dren, demonstrations.
Also, Rangeley Lakes
Chamber of Commerce
silent auction, chamber
office.

SEARSPORT — Parade,
11 a.m.; rowboat races,
Hamilton Wharf; fire-
works, 9 p.m., Mosman
Park. Harriet, town office,
548-6372; fireworks, Dick
Desmarais, 548-2868.

SEARSPORT — Annual
auction, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Monday, July 4, Sears-
port United Methodist
Church. Knitted and cro-
cheted items, other
handcrafts and home-
made foods. Hamburg-
ers and hot dogs.

SOUTHWEST HARBOR
— Fireworks launched
from Acadia Fuel Barge,
Monday, July 4. Rain
date, Saturday, July 9.
244-9264.

THOMASTON — “The
Music Man” by Watts
Hall Community Players,
7 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, July 2 and 3;
Friday and Saturday,
July 8 and 9, Watts Hall.
Tickets available at the
door, 6-7 p.m., no
reserved seating, ticket
reservations, 354-0615.
Schedule for July 4: pan-
cake breakfast, 7 a.m.,
Masonic Temple, Main
Street; Kids One Mile
Fun Race, 8 a.m.; 5K
Firecracker Race, 8:30
a.m., signup, 7-8 a.m.,
Beechwood Street in
front of old Water Dog-
Billy’s Tavern, or runina-
race.com/Firecracker/
indes.html; parade stag-
ing, 8:30 a.m., Dwight
Street near town ceme-
tery; “Hometown Proud-
Hometown Talent”
parade, 11 a.m., starting
from cemetery on Main
Street and disbanding on
Booker Street; craft tent,
9 a.m.-4 p.m., behind
Masonic Temple build-
ing; pet show, 9:15 a.m.,
behind Thomaston Busi-
ness Block in front of
Lura Libby School; noon,
Fourth of July opening
ceremony with introduc-
tions of dignitaries and
announcement of parade
prize winners; food, face
painting, souvenirs,
drinks, bounce houses,
giant bubbles, noon until
fireworks; chicken barbe-
cue, noon, behind busi-
ness block; hot-dog eat-
ing contest, 1 p.m.; Cod
Adams Memorial Horse-
shoe Tournament, Lura
Libby School field, 1
p.m.; The Scolded Dogs
band, 12:30-4 p.m.; Ani-
mal House band, 5-9
p.m.; fireworks, 9:15
p.m.; purchases of glow
jewelry and participation
in some of booth activi-
ties benefit next year’s
event.
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At age 89, the Spirit of St. Louis gives up long-held secrets
By MiChael e. RuaNe
The WashingTon PosT

WASHINGTON — In the
fall of 1975, as the Smithsonian
Institution was preparing to
open its new National Air and
Space Museum, two airplane
restorers were finishing up
work on Charles Lindbergh’s
legendary Spirit of St. Louis.

The single-engine aircraft,
inwhich Lindberghhad flown
nonstop from New York to
Paris in 1927, was world fa-
mous, and John Cusack and
Pat Williams were proud of
the care they had taken with
the plane.

So proud that they took a
small piece of lined paper and
wrote a note to posterity:

“Spirit of St. Louis -
“Cleaned and repaired for

display in the new National
Air and Space Museum, Sep-
tember 1975.

“Pat Williams. John Cu-
sack.

“3 October 1975”
They hid the note under

the floorboard in the air-
plane’s cockpit.

And there it remained, un-
discovered, until last year.

On July 1, the museum will
unveil its restored “Mile-
stones of Flight” gallery — the
central exhibition space that
houses the Spirit of St. Louis
and other historic craft such
as the “Friendship 7” space
capsule and the Bell X-1 rock-
et plane.

The unveiling also marks
the 40th anniversary of the
opening of the museum July
1, 1976, the gala national bi-
centennial event for which
Williams and Cusack were
readying Lindbergh’s plane.

Forty years and 311 million
visitors later, a new genera-
tion of experts preparing the
aircraft for the renovated gal-
lery discovered that the Spirit
of St. Louis still held secrets.

Late on the night of Jan. 14-
15, 2015, when the museum

was closed, experts carefully
lowered the 89-year-old air-
plane from the ceiling of the
museum for the first time in
23 years. Conservators want-
ed to check the fuselage and
engine for wear and tear,
among other things.

The plane, in which Lind-
bergh had made the first solo
crossing of the Atlantic, was
constructed with cotton fabric
and metal and had no front
windshield — but it sported a
periscope.

Lindbergh gave the plane
to the Smithsonian in 1928,
flying it from St. Louis to the
old Bolling Field in southeast
Washington. Escorted by mo-
torcycle police, it was towed,
partly disassembled, to the
Smithsonian’s Arts and In-
dustries Building on May 11.

It was displayed there until
it was moved to the Air &
Space museum 47 years later.

Once on the ground last
year, the plane was studied by
experts who made a startling
new find.

“I call it the Indian Jones
effect,” chief conservator Mal-
colm Collum said last
week.”You’re discovering
something that nobody’s seen
for a long time.”

As workers were snaking a
flexible borescope camera
through inaccessible areas of
the plane, they spotted a pair
of pliers underneath the in-
strument panel.

They were “laying in the
dust . . . basically laying on the
fabric on the belly of the fuse-
lage . . . (in) an area that’s very
difficult to get to,” Collum
said.

Later, Collum decided to
try to retrieve the tool, and
worked his hand into an open-
ing in the footwell where the
rudder controls are. “I was
able to contort my arm . . . and
got my two fingertips on these
things.”

He said everyone assumed
the pliers had belonged to

Smithsonian employees who
had worked on the plane over
the years.

“I pulled these things out
and blew the dust off them,
and you could tell right away
that these are old pliers,” he
said. The handles were paint-
ed the same color as the
plane’s oil, fuel tanks, and fu-
selage structure.

He said that they probably
came from the Ryan airplane
factory that built the plane
and were part of an original
tool kit that went with the
aircraft.

“I was like a little school-
boy — ‘Look what I found!’ ”
Collum said.

He said Lindbergh could
have needed the pliers to
tighten anything that might
have come loose from the con-
stant vibration of the engine
during his 33-hour flight.

“The engine . . . was bolted
directly on the steel tubular
airframe,” he said. “Every-
thing in there would be con-
stantly vibrating and shak-
ing.”

Collum thinks that Lind-
bergh may have dropped the
pliers at some point during
the flight and they slipped
down into the crevice.

“It’s really not a historic
discovery,” he said. “It’s just a
fascinating little thing that
popped up.”

But there was more.
An early tale was told that

when crews were fueling the
plane in the factory, a rubber
hose was accidently dropped
inside a 209-gallon tank and
could not be retrieved, Col-
lum said.

The story was that a hole
had to be cut in the tank befire
the flight to get the hose out.

When the tank was exam-
ined last year, the patched
hole was found.

In addition, Collum said
historians have known that
the airplane’s oil reservoir
split open and began leaking

during the flight. Upon exami-
nation, he found the place
where the 7-inch split was
later patched.

“Lucky Lindy” was fortu-
nate indeed. “Here you’re fly-
ing across the ocean and your
main oil reservoir has rup-
tured and is leaking oil,” Col-
lum said. “It’s just incredi-
ble.”

And there was one more
discovery.

John Cusack was known
for the powerful fingers he
had developed stitching the
tough fabric that made up the
hide of old airplanes at the
Smithsonian’s Paul E. Garber
restoration and storage facili-
ty in Suitland, Maryland.

There, dozens of historic
aircraft were brought to be
preserved and repaired for
the Smithsonian by a team of
restorers.

It was tedious and time-con-
suming work. Many planes
were tattered and weathered,
but Cusack loved it.

He had become a security
guard at the Smithsonian in
1964 after serving 21 years in
the Navy, said his son, Den-
nis, last week. And he jumped
when a job as a restorer
opened up at Garber in 1969.

In the Navy, he had been a
crewman on big Lockheed
Constellation surveillance
aircraft and was fascinated by
aviation, said Colleen Men-
nucci, his daughter.

Cusack, who died in 2007 at
the age of 81 and had lived in
Lothian, Maryland, worked
on many famous airplanes at
Garber, including the B-29
Enola Gay that dropped an
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

But he preferred the older
models that were made of
wood and fabric.

And he was proud of his
work, which he often signed
in an inconspicuous spot
when he was finished, Dennis
Cusack said.

“He did it for the Northrop

Flying Wing,” he said. “He
would always sign his name
and put the date and put shel-
lac over top of it so it would
stay for the next hundred
years when somebody else
does it again.”

Dennis Cusack said he was
unaware of his father’s note
on Lindbergh’s plane. “But it
doesn’t surprise me,” he said.

“We were a very kind of
rough and tough, close-knit
crew,” said Karl Heinzel, who
also worked on Lindbergh’s
plane and retired from Gar-
ber in 2008 after 34 years
there. Cusack retired in 1995.

“It was the coolest place in
the world you could possibly
work if you were an airplane
nut,” he said. “It was just
great.”

For his work on the Spirit
of St. Louis, John Cusack re-
ceived a citation from the
Smithsonian, which included
a small piece of the plane’s
fabric covering.

As for Cusack’s co-signer,
Patricia A. (Williams) Mer-
chant, she is thought to be the
first woman to restore air-
planes at the facility.

She died in 2003 at age 65 in
Cambridge, Maryland. She
married the late Donald Mer-
chant, a World War II veteran
and pilot of antique airplanes,
who was a top official at Gar-
ber.

They left the Smithsonian
and moved to the Eastern
Shore about 1978.

A picture of her working on
the engine of a P-51 Mustang
called Excalibur III appears in
the Smithsonian’s 1976-77 an-
nual report.

As she and Cusack finished
their work on the Spirit of St.
Louis in 1975 and penned
their note, they were no doubt
aware of the historical impor-
tance of the plane and mo-
ment.

And the note was their
“way of leaving a calling card
to the future that ‘We were

here,’” Heinzel said.
The Spirit of St. Louis was

raised back to the museum
ceiling last July, but just be-
fore it went up, Collum made
a final check through the
cockpit.

He noticed that the ply-
wood floorboard in front of
the pilot’s seat was a little
loose.

He lifted it up, felt around
underneath, and pulled out a
slip of paper. It was the note.

The cockpit of the Spirit of
St. Louis is a hallowed place,
he said. Cusack and Williams
must have felt honored to
have worked on it.

“It’s almost like a sacred
space,” he said. “When you
open that cockpit door, if you
don’t get tingles on your back
when you stick your head in
there, it’s time to retire.”

Asked if he left a message
there for future conservators,
he said, “I did not.”
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Bangor Fourth of July fireworks are seen from Brewer in 2015.


