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obituaries
GarryMarshall, creator of TV’s
‘HappyDays,’ ‘Mork &Mindy, dies
BY MATT SCHUDEL
WASHINGTON POST

Garry Marshall, who cre-
ated inescapable escapist
television comedies in the
1970s and 1980s, as the guid-
ing force behind “Happy
Days,” “Laverne & Shirley”
and “Mork & Mindy,” and
later turned to film, directing
such box-office smashes as
“Beaches,” “Pretty Woman”
and “The Princess Diaries,”
died July 19 at a hospital in
Burbank, California. He was
81.

He had complications
from pneumonia following a
stroke, his publicist Michelle
Bega said in a statement.

Marshall was an un-
abashed throwback to the
family-oriented comedies of
television’s first generation
of the 1950s and ’60s, when
laughs were paramount and
social consciousness was ab-
sent. Besides creating top-
rated TV shows (and a few
flops), Marshall also directed
18 feature films and helped
make stars of Julia Roberts,
Anne Hathaway and Robin
Williams.

In the 1970s, when Nor-
man Lear was revolutioniz-
ing prime time with such po-
litically charged sitcoms
such as “All in the Family”
and “The Jeffersons,” Mar-
shall deliberately offered
light, often nostalgic family
entertainment.

“He often said that if ev-
erything else on TV was
school, he was recess,” Rob-
ert Thompson, a television
historian and Syracuse Uni-
versity professor, said
Wednesday in an interview.
“He provided a kind of escap-
ist sorbet that cleared the
palate of all the socially con-
scious TV shows.”

Marshall had his first
major success in the early
1970s by adapting Neil Si-
mon’s play “The Odd Couple”
as a comedy series starring
Tony Randall and Jack Klug-
man as mismatched room-
mates thrown together by di-
vorce. “The Odd Couple” was
not a ratings success, but it
ran for five years and was
later praised by New York
Daily News critic Kay Gardel-
la as “one of the best written,
acted, and produced” come-
dies on television.

In 1974, Marshall launched
“Happy Days,” which proved

to be his most successful TV
creation. With the Watergate
scandal unfolding and the
Vietnam War coming to an
inglorious end, Marshall
turned back the clock to the
1950s with the all-American
Cunningham family, whose
most trying dramas seemed
to take place at the dinner
table or the drive-in.

“Happy Days,” which
starred onetime child star
Ron Howard as Richie Cun-
ningham, ran for 11 seasons.
A secondary character
named Arthur Fonzarelli
soon took over the show.
Played by Henry Winkler,
the leather-jacketed Fonzie
had a tough-guy bravado and
an underlying humanity that
saved “Happy Days” from
being a saccharine saga of
the ideal family.

In 1976, Marshall and
other partners launched the
first of two popular “Happy
Days” spinoffs with “La-
verne & Shirley,” about the
comic calamities two young
blue-collar women in Mil-
waukee, played by his sister
Penny Marshall and Cindy
Williams. Another sequel,
“Mork & Mindy,” premiered
in 1978 and made a star of
Williams, the antic comedi-
an who played an alien from
a distant planet whose space-
craft landed in Colorado.

At one point in 1979, those
three sitcoms were the three
top-rated shows on American
television. Another of his cre-
ations, the short-lived “Angie,”
about a coffee-shop waitress,
was also in the top five.

Despite several failures —

who remembers “Blansky’s
Beauties” or “Me and the
Chimp”? — Marshall par-
layed his small-screen suc-
cess to feature films, direct-
ing “Nothing in Common”
(1986), with Jackie Gleason
and Tom Hanks in an uneasy
father-son relationship;
“Beaches” (1988), with Bette
Midler and Barbara Her-
shey; and “The Princess Dia-
ries” (2001), which starred
Julie Andrews and launched
Anne Hathaway to stardom.

Marshall had a huge hit in
1990 with “Pretty Woman,”
which made a superstar of
Roberts, who was nominated
for a best-actress Oscar for
her role as a streetwalker
who strikes up an unlikely
romance with a wealthy
business executive played by
Richard Gere.

New York Times critic
Vincent Canby called it “the
most satisfying romantic
comedy in years,” with “its
own canniness, wit, and bril-
liant sleight of hand.”

Garry Kent Marshall was
born Nov. 13, 1934, in the
Bronx, New York. His father,
who changed the family
name from Masciarelli, di-
rected industrial films. His
mother, a dance teacher, was
the family comedian.

Marshall studied journal-
ism at Northwestern Univer-
sity in Evanston, Illinois,
graduating in 1956. He served
in the Army in the 1950s,
worked briefly for the New
York Daily News and tried to
become a jazz drummer be-
fore turning to comedy writ-
ing.

He sold jokes to comedian
Joey Bishop before landing a
job on the staff of “The To-
night Show” in 1959 under
host Jack Paar.

Marshall moved to Holly-
wood in the early 1960s and,
with Belson, wrote scripts
for “The Dick Van Dyke
Show,” Danny Thomas’s
“Make Room for Daddy,”
“Here’s Lucy,” the espionage
series”I Spy,” and other
shows.

His first effort at creating
a sitcom, “Hey, Landlord,”
was canceled after one sea-
son in the 1960s. Gradually,
by the time he and Belson
adapted “The Odd Couple,”
Marshall had mastered the
technique of merging come-
dy writing with camera an-
gles. He preferred working
with a live audience, so he
could hear when they
laughed.

In addition to producing TV
shows and directing movies,
Marshall also worked as an
actor. Among other roles, he
played an gruff casino manag-
er in the Albert Brooks film
“Lost in America” (1985) and a
cantankerous network boss
on the 1990s sitcom “Murphy
Brown,” starring Candace
Bergen. With every year that
Marshall lived in California,
his Bronx accent seemed to
grow stronger.

He wrote two memoirs,
“Wake Me When It’s Funny”
and “My Happy Days in Hol-
lywood,” and his final movie,
“Mother’s Day,” with Jenni-
fer Aniston, Kate Hudson
and Roberts, was released
this year.

Survivors include his wife
of 53 years, Barbara Wells
Marshall; three children;
two sisters, actress and di-
rector Penny Marshall and
producer Ronny Hallin; and
six grandchildren.

Marshall often collaborat-
ed with family members in
his projects. He credited Hal-
lin with discovering Wil-
liams as a street performer
in San Francisco.

“I said, ‘What’s he done?’
” Marshall told the Los An-
geles Times last year. “And
she said, ‘He stands on the
street corner. He makes
noises, and he passes a hat.’
I said, ‘This is who you
want to put on the number
one show on television?’
And she says, ‘Well, it’s a
full hat.’ “

CARLOS CHAVEZ | TNS

Actor and director Garry Marshall during a dress rehearsal
at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles in August
2005.

Former N. Carolina
senator, Robert B.
Morgan dies at 90
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Robert B. Morgan, a North
Carolina Democrat who was
a freshman U.S. senator when
he cast crucial votes in favor
of treaties that transferred
control of the Panama Canal
to the Panamanian govern-
ment, a decision that brought
a swift end to his Senate ca-
reer but which he stood by all
his life, died July 16 at his
home in Buies Creek, North
Carolina. He was 90.

Morgan practiced law and
ascended the ranks of North
Carolina politics before his
election to the U.S. Senate in
1974. He served in the North
Carolina state Senate, includ-
ing a stint as president pro
tempore, from 1955 to 1969
and later was state attorney
general, developing a reputa-
tion as a hard-charging activ-
ist for consumer rights.

In the U.S. Senate, he as-
sumed the seat vacated by re-
tiring Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr.,
who was rocketed to national
attention as chairman of the
Senate committee that inves-
tigated the Watergate scandal
during the Nixon administra-
tion.

Morgan accumulated a vot-
ing record that “defies ideo-
logical labels,” according to
the Almanac of American
Politics. He was liberal on
some issues but conservative
on others, and he gained his
greatest prominence on the
matter of the Panama Canal.

The canal and surrounding
area, a critical waterway that
connects the Pacific and At-
lantic oceans, had been con-
trolled by the United States
since 1903, an arrangement
that by the 1970s had caused
increasing friction with the
Panamanians.

President Jimmy Carter,
elected in 1976, became per-
suaded that authority over
the canal should reside with
the Panamanian govern-
ment. Opponents of his posi-
tion regarded any treaty to
that effect as a “giveaway.”

Morgan was initially
among those opponents. He
changed his position after
visiting Panama as a mem-
ber of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee and meet-
ing with the CIA contingent
there and with Panamanian
leaders.

“Our relationship with
Panama on the future of the
canal is a festering sore and
affects our relations not only
with Latin America but with
the rest of the world,” the
News and Observer of Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, quoted
Morgan as saying in a 1977
speech. “Our global position

as world leader and a moral
standard bearer is seriously
weakened by maintaining
this vestige of colonialism.”

Two treaties were ham-
mered out, one establishing
the right of the U.S. military
to defend the canal’s neutral-
ity and the other giving con-
trol of the canal to Panama by
1999.

Together, Morgan argued
in comments reported by the
Charlotte Observer, the trea-
ties would “allow us to main-
tain our vital interests in that
country while allowing the
Panamanians the dignity and
benefit of living on their own
land — a fact which we would
surely insist upon in our part
of the United States. It is just
plain right to do so.”

The treaties were signed in
1977 but faced withering op-
position led in part by North
Carolina’s senior senator,
Jesse Helms, R. In 1978, the
Senate ratified the treaties by
a margin of 68 to 32 — just one
vote more than the minimum
required.

In 1980, Morgan was chal-
lenged by a relatively un-
known law professor, Repub-
lican John P. East, who at-
tracted the support of Helms’s
political machine. In his cam-
paign, East told voters that
Morgan had “voted to give
your Panama Canal away.”

Morgan lost the race by
roughly 10,000 votes.

Robert Burren Morgan, a
son of farmers, was born Oct.
5, 1925, in Lillington, North
Carolina.

He served in the Navy be-
fore receiving a bachelor’s
degree from what is now East
Carolina University in Green-
ville, North Carolina, in 1947
and a law degree from Wake
Forest University in North
Carolina in 1950.

He returned to the Navy to
serve in the Korean War and
remained in the Navy Re-
serve until 1971, attaining the
rank of lieutenant command-
er. He later served in the Air
Force Reserve, retiring as a
lieutenant colonel.

In 1960, Morgan managed
the unsuccessful gubernato-
rial campaign of I. Beverly
Lake, a staunch segregation-
ist, who lost his bid for the
Democratic nomination to
Terry Sanford, a more pro-
gressive politician who was
elected governor that year.
Lake had been Morgan’s pro-
fessor at Wake Forest.

After his Senate tenure,
Morgan ran the North Caro-
lina State Bureau of Investi-
gation and the North Caroli-
na Center for Voter Educa-
tion, an organization that
worked on campaign finance
issues.

MollyMacauley, space science researcher, dies
BY MATT SCHUDEL
THE WASHINGTON POST

Molly Macauley, a vice
president for research at Re-
sources for the Future, a
Washington-based think
tank that studies environ-
mental and economic policy,
died July 8 in Baltimore.
She was 59.

She was stabbed while
walking her dogs near her
home in Baltimore’s Roland
Park neighborhood and was
taken to a nearby hospital,
where she died. According
to the Baltimore Sun news-
paper, it was the first mur-
der in the upscale neighbor-
hood since 1998.

“Homicide detectives are
continuing to investigate
this case,” Baltimore police
spokesman Jeremy Silbert
told the Sun.

Macauley was considered
a national leader in the field
of environmental economics
and helped lead research
projects on space, renewable
energy, new technologies

and natural resources. After
joining Resources for the
Future in 1983, she devel-
oped a specialty in linking
economics with space sci-
ence. Her scholarly interests
extended to space stations,
eliminating debris in space
and commercial opportuni-
ties associated with space
travel.

The co-author of dozens of
research papers and several
books, Macauley testified
before Congress, spoke at
leading colleges and re-
search institutions, and ap-
peared before various orga-
nizations affiliated with the
United Nations.

Over the years, she served
on more than 20 committees
of the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering
and Medicine, as well as ad-
visory boards of NASA and
the National Oceanographic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration.

William Hooke, associate
executive director of the
American Meteorological

Society, wrote in a blog post
that Macauley was known
for finding a middle path
between disputed scientific
views.

“Sooner or later the bel-
ligerents would pause for
breath and she’d then quiet-
ly and gently introduce a
synthesis of what had been
said,” Hooke wrote. “At one
and the same time her coun-
sel would draw the disagree-
ment to a positive and bril-
liant close and leave the dis-
putants a bit shamefaced.
She could do this in any set-
ting with a consistency and
moral effect that was a mar-
vel to watch.”

Molly Kenna Macauley
was born June 10, 1957, in
Richmond. Her father was a
special agent with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

She grew up mostly in
Northern Virginia and was
a 1975 graduate of Falls
Church High School. She
graduated from the College
of William and Mary in 1979
and received master’s and

doctoral degrees in econom-
ics from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in 1981 and 1983, re-
spectively. She was a visit-
ing professor at Johns Hop-
kins from 1989 to 2008.

Friends and colleagues
she was driven to succeed
from an early age.

“She was a very sort of
pure and loving person who
was dedicated to a passion
in her life and that was mak-
ing the world a better place,”
a cousin, Tom Geyer, told
the Sun.

Macauley was named a
senior fellow at Resources
for the Future in 1993 and
later spent 14 years as direc-
tor of academic relations
and programs. She had been
vice president of research
since 2011.

Macauley became a Chris-
tian Scientist when she was
12 and was a member of a
Christian Science congrega-
tion in Baltimore.

Her husband of four
years, Will Sheppard, died
in 2003.

Democrat serving first term in Congress dies at 49
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

U.S. Rep. Mark Takai, a
Hawaii Democrat who was a
longtime member of his
state’s legislature and a vet-
eran of the Iraq War, and
who was serving his first
term in the House of Repre-
sentatives, died July 20 at
his home in Honolulu. He
was 49.

The cause was pancreatic
cancer, said his chief of staff,
Rod Tanonaka. Takai’s ill-
ness was diagnosed in Octo-
ber, and he announced in
May, after learning the can-
cer had spread, that he would
not seek re-election in 2016.

Takai served in the Ha-
waii state house for 20 years
before his election in 2014 to
Congress, where he repre-
sented a district that includ-
ed Honolulu and the sur-
rounding area. The seat had
been vacated by Rep. Col-
leen Hanabusa, who that
year unsuccessfully sought
the Democratic nomination
for U.S. Senate.

Takai won with 52 per-
cent of the vote to the 48
percent garnered by Repub-
lican Charles Djou, a veter-
an of the war in Afghanistan
who served briefly in Con-
gress after a special election
in 2010. During the cam-
paign, the candidates debat-

ed the role of the United
States in the conflicts in
Syria and elsewhere.

“The war in the Middle
East from my perspective
is really not our war,” said
Takai, who served in the
Hawaii Army National
Guard and was deployed as
a medical officer in the re-
gion in 2009. “This is centu-
ries in the making; these
conflicts began when time
began.”

In the House, Takai
served on the Armed Ser-
vices and Small Business
committees. Among his leg-
islative efforts, according to
the Almanac of American
Politics, was a bill to help

Filipino veterans of World
War II reunite with their
families.

Kyle Mark Takai was
born on July 1, 1967, in Ho-
nolulu. He received a bache-
lor’s degree in political sci-
ence in 1990 and a master of
public health degree three
years later, both from the
University of Hawaii at
Manoa, where he was a
champion swimmer.

Takai ran an insurance
brokerage and consultan-
cy. He was elected in 1994
to the state house, where
he rose to vice speaker, and
had been a member of the
Hawaii Army National
Guard since 1999.

EleanorMerrill, publisher of
Washingtonianmagazine, dies
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Eleanor “Ellie” Merrill,
who along with her hus-
band, Philip Merrill, the
longtime publisher of Wash-
ingtonian magazine and the
Capital newspaper of An-
napolis, Maryland, became
a leader in regional journal-
ism and philanthropy, died
July 15 at a hospital in Balti-
more. She was 82.

Merrill, a daughter of
Lithuanian immigrants and
the first person in her fami-
ly to go to college, became a
prominent figure in the
Maryland and national capi-
tal areas for five decades.

In 1960, she and her hus-
band, newly married, settled
in Washington, where he
was an intelligence analyst
at the State Department.
Constitutionally unsuited
for bureaucracy, he left gov-
ernment in 1968 to purchase
the Capital, a struggling
newspaper that under his
leadership grew into a hard-
charging, high-circulation
publication.

In 1979, he purchased
Washingtonian magazine.
Under his leadership, it
combined service-oriented
lists of top doctors and top
restaurants with National
Magazine Award-winning
reportage to become one of
the city’s most popular pub-
lications.

Philip Merrill took occa-

sional sabbaticals from his
publishing work to serve in
government posts, including
in the Defense Department,
as assistant secretary-gener-
al for NATO of for defense
support, and as chairman
and president of the Export-
Import Bank of the United
States. In his absence, Mer-
rill oversaw the newspapers
and Washingtonian.

In 2006, after undergoing
heart surgery and other med-
ical problems, Philip Merrill
died of what the Maryland
medical examiner’s office de-
termined to be a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.

Eleanor Anne Pocius was
born in Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania, on Nov. 2, 1933. Her
father was a coal miner and
bar owner, and her mother
was a homemaker.

She received a bachelor’s
degree in English from Dick-
inson College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, in 1955, then
ventured to New York,
where she was a Broadway
press agent. In her early
days in Washington, she
was a press secretary to U.S.
Sen. Kenneth Keating,
R-New York.

Merrill was a former
chairman of the board of
visitors at the University of
Maryland’s journalism
school. In 2001, she and her
husband donated $10 million
to the school, which today is
called the Philip Merrill Col-
lege of Journalism.


