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LEON A. GORMAN

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS, L.L.BEAN, INC.

YARMOUTH - Leon A. Gor-
man, who loved the state of

M a i n e a n d
shared its val-
ues and spirit

with the world through the
company his grandfather
founded in 1912, died on
Thursday, September 3rd,
2015, in Yarmouth, Maine.

Although Leon always
considered himself a Mainer,
he was born in Nashua, NH,
on December 20, 1934 to
Barbara Bean and John Gor-
man. He was raised in
Yarmouth, Maine, attended
Cheverus High School, and
graduated from Bowdoin
College in the Class of 1956.
Following graduation, he
served for six years in the
U.S. Navy before returning
home in 1960 to join his
grandfather, Leon Leonwood
Bean, at L.L.Bean, Inc. He
was appointed President of
the Company in 1967 follow-
ing the death of L.L. Bean
and served in that capacity
for over 35 years. He was
named Chairman of the
Board in 2001 and Chairman
Emeritus in 2013.

Beginning in the 1960s,
Leon and the people of
L.L.Bean began the work of
transforming his grandfa-
ther's 2.25 million dollar
company into the 1.61 billion
dollar enterprise that is to-
day known across the world
for its commitment to quali-
ty, integrity, and service. His
proudest accomplishment
he once said was "growing
my grandfather's company
from employing less than
100 people in 1960 to tens of
thousands of good people
over the generations, a com-
pany based on solid Maine
values of integrity, customer
service, respect for people, a
love of the outdoors, and
perseverance." It was a par-
ticular point of pride for
Leon that during his tenure
the company employed mul-
tiple generations of numer-
ous Maine families.

A quiet man with a heart
of gold, Leon personified the
values of his company. He
was honest, practical and
economical, hardworking,
unpretentious, and reliable.
He was widely regarded for
his keen business acumen
and he led the dramatic
growth of the Company

through decades of enor-
mous change and challenge,
a journey he chronicled in
2006 in L.L.Bean: The Mak-
ing of an American Icon,
published by the Harvard
Business School Press.

An outdoor enthusiast,
Leon frequently tested the
Company's products on hik-
ing, hunting, and fishing
trips. He was most comfort-
able beside a trout stream or
bird hunting in the Maine
woods with his beloved
Springer Spaniels. For 30
years Leon fished the trout
ponds of the Megantic Fish
& Game Club with his dear
"Fishing Buddies." With his
intrepid friend, Lloyd
Holmes, he climbed Mt.
Rainier, Mt. Kilimanjaro, and
ascended to Camp Three
during the 1990 Mount Ever-
est International Peace
Climb, an expedition spon-
sored by L.L.Bean.

His wife, Lisa, joined him
in his love of these outdoor
adventures. They hiked,
biked, fished, and cross-
country skied throughout
Maine and the world. Their
children joined them on
many of these trips and
shared many happy times
skiing in Jackson, NH, fish-
ing, hiking, and playing a
good game of cribbage back
at camp. In December of
2014, Leon gathered with his
family in Florida for a mem-
orable 80th birthday party
celebration.

Leon's deep love of the
people and places of Maine
led him to invest throughout
his life in efforts designed to
protect and strengthen the
state's natural and human
resources. Together with
Lisa, his philanthropy helped
protect thousands of pristine
acres along the St. John Riv-
er, the 100-Mile Wilderness,
and Katahdin Lake. They
provided lead gifts to estab-
lish and support the Coastal
Studies Center at Bowdoin,
The Foundation for Maine's
Community Colleges, the
Casco Bay YMCA, Pine Tree
Council of the Boy Scouts of
America, Maine Huts &
Trails, the Cancer Communi-
ty Center, Preble Street, the
United Way of Greater Port-
land, The Student Conserva-
tion Association, the Ap-
palachian Mountain Club,

The Nature Conservancy of
Maine, the Yarmouth Histori-
cal Society, Yarmouth Merrill
Library, and numerous other
organizations.

Leon's contributions went
well beyond the financial. He
gave his time and energy to
numerous organizations and
for this he was awarded hon-
orary degrees from the
Maine Community College
System and from Bowdoin,
Bates , Wheaton, and
Thomas Colleges.

In addition, he was induct-
ed into the Halls of Fame of
the Direct Marketing Associ-
ation, the Maine Chamber of
Commerce, and Junior
Achievement of Maine. The
Greater Portland Chambers
of Commerce presented him
with the Henri Benoit Award
for Outstanding Leadership
in the Private Sector; Babson
College named him to its
Academy of Distinguished
Entrepreneurs; the Maine
Warden Service presented
him with its Award of Merit;
The Nature Conservancy
honored him with the Presi-
d e n t ' s C o n s e r v a t i o n
Achievement Award; and the
Pine Tree Council of Boy
Scouts of America presented
him with its Silver Beaver
Award. In 2001, he received
the Bean's Best Award,
L.L.Bean's highest form of
employee recognition. It is
awarded to recipients who
live the L.L.Bean values, in-
still them in others, and get
results through hard work
and dedication. This award
was particularly meaningful
to him because it is awarded
through an employee led
nomination and selection
process.

Leon cared deeply for
those in need and those who
struggled. For twelve years,
every Wednesday morning,
he volunteered at the Preble
Street Resource Center,
preparing and serving break-
fast to hundreds who walked
through the door. In 2009,
Preble Street recognized him
as its Volunteer of the Year.
In accepting the award, Leon
said, "For twelve years my
job was to scramble eggs or
cook French toast for several
hundred people. I learned
firsthand the compelling
needs of our homeless
population."

The following year, in
recognition of his enormous
contributions to American
business, Bowdoin be-
stowed upon him its highest
honor, The Bowdoin Prize,
awarded every five years "to
the graduate who shall have
made during the period the
most distinctive contribution
in any field of human en-
deavor".

It was these two honors -
representing his contribu-
tions to the economy of his
state and nation and his very
quiet and personal efforts to
build a better Maine - that
meant the most to him.

Leon's greatest personal
pride was reserved for his
family. He gave them all un-
conditional love, his wis-
dom, and his humor.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Lisa Gorman; son
Jeffrey Gorman and his wife,
Sonya; daughters Ainslie Bo-
roff and her husband, Todd;
and Jennifer Wilson and her
husband, Bennett; stepson
Shimon Cohen and his wife,
Rossy; stepdaughter Nancy
Cohen; and seven sweet and
loving grandchildren.

Leon is also survived by
his brother, James Gorman,
Sr., and his wife, Maureen;
cousins Linda Bean and Di-
ana Bean; and numerous
nieces and nephews. He was
predeceased by his father
and mother, John and Bar-
bara Gorman and his broth-
er, John Gorman, Jr.

Visiting hours will be held
Friday September 11th and
Saturday September 12th
from 3:00-8:00 p.m. at the
Conroy-Tully Crawford South
Portland Chapel, 1024 Broad-
way, South Portland, Maine.
A Memorial Service will be
held Sunday, September
13th at 10:00 a.m. at the
Westbrook Performing Arts
Center, 471 Stroudwater
Street, Westbrook, Maine.
Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to: Pre-
ble Street, c/o Mark Swann,
P.O. Box 1459, Portland, ME
04104 or The Leon A. Gor-
man Scholarship Fund, The
Foundation for Maine's
Community Colleges, 54
Lighthouse Circle, South
Portland, ME 04106

RHEA J. (CONARY)

HUTCHINSON

DEER ISLE - Rhea J.
(Conary) Hutchinson passed
away on September 6, 2015.
She was born in Camden,
Maine on August 24, 1935,
the daughter of Minot K.
Conary and Margaret
(Rogers) Conary.

The family lived in several
towns as Rhea grew up -
Searsport, Jonesport, Cam-
den, and the Sunshine area
of Deer Isle. The family
spent summers on Isle Au
Haut.

Rhea graduated from
McKinley High School in
Deer Isle in 1953 and went
on to graduate from Husson
College in Bangor.

In 1956 she married Jerry
L. Hutchinson, in a small cer-
emony on Isle Au Haut, and
they began their life togeth-
er.

Both she and Jerry
worked at Fox & Ginn Mov-
ing & Storage in Bangor.
Soon after, Jerry became a
teacher and began his teach-
ing career in the Sedgwick
Jr. High School. They moved
to their home in South Deer
Isle where they raised their
two daughters.

Rhea began working part
time at the old Sunset Post
Office in Sunset, Maine, in
the late 1960's, and thus be-
gan her career in the Postal
Service. She worked as a
Postal Clerk in the Sunset
and Bangor Post Offices, re-
spectively, Postmaster of the
Stonington Post Office, and
then as Postal Supervisor in
the Bangor Post Office.

Rhea is survived by her
husband, Jerry L. Hutchin-
son of Deer Isle, her daugh-
ter Vicki L. Hutchinson-In-
galls and husband Harold of
Surry, her daughter Susan
M. Hutchinson and husband
Steve of Deer Isle, grandson
Derek L. Hutchinson and
wife Jackie of Sullivan,
granddaughter Heather and
husband Derek of Stoning-
ton, granddaughter Hollie of
Deer Isle, granddaughters
Hannah, Mary Anne, and
Abigail, all of Deer Isle, and
great-grandson Stanley of
Sullivan.

Interment will be at
Mount Adams Cemetery in
Deer Isle, with a private,
family service at a later date.
Arrangements entrusted to
Bragdon-Kelley Funeral
Home in Stonington, ME.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to:
Memorial Ambulance Corps,
P.O. Box 387, Deer Isle,
Maine, 04627.

BARBARA E. SANFORD

CORINTH - Barbara Eliza-
beth Sanford, 90, wife of the
late Roland L. Sanford went
home to be with the Lord
Sept. 5, 2015 at a Bangor
Nursing Home where she
had resided for 6 months.
She was born Jan. 3, 1925 in
Houlton, the daughter of
Gardiner and Dora (Norton)
Woodard.

Barbara ran a daycare be-
fore she and her husband
moved to Corinthian Manor
as soon as construction was
completed in 1978. She was
a lifelong member of the
Charleston Pentecostal
Church. Her favorite pastime
was tending family, especial-
ly her grandchildren.

She is survived by a son,
Ronald Sanford and his fi-
ancée, Margaret Towle of
Dexter; a step son, James
Sanford and his wife, Mary
of Texas; 4 granddaughters,
Jillane Wentworth and her
husband, William of Gar-
land, Jolene Snow and her
husband, Brad of Bradford,
Michelle Smith and her hus-
band, James of Corinth and
Shawna Vanidestine-Hachey
of Milford; 5 great grand-
daughters, 2 great grand-
sons and 5 great-great
grandchildren; a sister, Flo-
rence 'Bunny' Kimball of CA;
several nieces and nephews.

Friends may call at the
Thompson Funeral Home, 17
Hudson Road, Corinth, Tues-
day from 6 - 8 PM. Funeral
services will be held 1 PM
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2015 at
the Charleston Pentecostal
Church with Dalton Dunfee
officiating. Burial will be in
Co r i n th i an Ceme te r y,
Corinth, ME.

JON MICHAEL

CARROLL PALMER JR.

CORINTH - On Thursday,
August 28, at approximately
6:18AM, Jon Michael Carroll
Palmer Jr. was brought into
this world. God needed an-
other soldier for his Army
and so he called on our son
to join.

We love you so much
buddy and miss you. Keep
an eye on us while you're up
there buddy. Help us get
through this time of pain
and lead the life you would
have wanted us to have. You
are the greatest blessing we
could ever ask for in our life.
We love you.

Jon was survived by his
loving parents, Angel Allen
and Jon Michael Palmer Sr.
of Corinth, his big sister
Alexandria Langley, grand-
parents Tanya and John
Palmer of Corinth, and
Grandparents Brenda Allen
of Levant, Joe Allen and his
wife Crystal Allen of Green-
bush.

A service of Brookings-
Smith, Bangor.

In
Memoriam...

Honor the memory
of a loved one
with an ad in the
Bangor Daily News

1-800-432-7964 Ext. 8128
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StantonCook,modernizer of TribuneCo. dies at 90
BY TED GREGORY
CHARLES STORCH AND
PATRICK T. REARDON

CHICAGO — Stanton Cook
was working at a Chicago gas
station on a bitterly cold Janu-
ary morning when a family
friend called to say he’d heard
about a possible job opening at
The Chicago Tribune.

Cook, a Northwestern Uni-
versity graduate who’d re-
cently been discharged from
the Army, jumped at the
prospect and by the spring
was working as an engineer
in the newspaper’s produc-
tion department.

It was a crossroads decision
that rocketed Cook to very top
of the organization where —
as chief executive — he mold-
ed Tribune Co. into a modern,
diversified media corporation
that broke with its conserva-
tive past by calling for the res-
ignation of President Richard
Nixon, bought a Major League
Baseball team and established
itself as the largest operator of
independent TV stations in
America.

Cook, 90, died of natural
causes Thursday at his home
outside Chicago, said his
son, Doug.

Cook’s son said his father
“was the quintessential Mid-
western gentleman” who had
an unbending moral com-
pass.

It was likely that moral
compass that led Cook to
make a startling break with
the company’s conservative
Republican heritage in May
1974. About a month into his
job as Tribune Co. CEO and
president, Cook backed an
editorial that called for
Nixon to resign.

That announcement came
a week after The Chicago
Tribune became the first to
publish the entire Watergate-

related transcripts from Nix-
on’s scandal-plagued White
House. In one day, the Tri-
bune produced a 44-page spe-
cial section that included the
transcripts, an effort that TV
commentator John Chancel-
lor called at the time “a pub-
lishing miracle.”

On the corporate front,
Cook made Tribune’s broad-
casting unit a separate divi-
sion. With the $510-million
purchase of Los Angeles tele-
vision station KTLA Channel
5 in 1985, the division became
the country’s largest operator
of independent TV stations.

Cook also helped lead the
company from a closely held,
private entity to a publicly
traded company in 1983, a
move that raised $206 million.

But labor problems gripped
the paper in the mid-1980s, as
union production workers at
The Chicago Tribune and Tri-
bune-owned New York Daily
News fought the introduction
of new technology and chang-
es in work rules the company
sought. In 1985, Tribune print-
ers began a strike that would
grind on for 40 months.

Stanton Rufus Cook, born
in Chicago on July 3, 1925,
grew up in a rural community
where neighbors kept chick-
ens and he was free to hunt
pheasants and squirrels. His
father sold insurance and his
mother was a homemaker.

He attended Northwestern
University after serving in the
Army and then went to work
for Shell Oil. When a family
friend, a purchasing agent at
the Tribune, told him about
the newspaper job, his career
path changed completely.

“That turn of events, that
fork in the road, that’s how I
got started with the Tri-
bune,” Cook recalled in a
2008 interview. “But I have
never forgotten that cold

morning in that gas station.”
The Tribune had been par-

alyzed since the 1955 death of
Col. Robert McCormick, the
paper’s longtime chief. Man-
agement needed to be reorga-
nized, financial practices
standardized and editorial
standards reconsidered. But
many Tribune executives
clung to the past.

One agent of change was
Harold Grumhaus. He had
hired Cook and been his
mentor in the production de-
partment. As Grumhaus rose
up the ranks of Tribune Co.
— he became CEO in 1971 —
so did his protege Cook.

Cook became Tribune’s di-
rector of operations in 1969
and its general manager the
next year. He was elected
president of the newspaper
and a director of the parent
company in 1972. In 1973, he
became publisher of the Tri-
bune and a vice president of
the parent company.

With the rise of Clayton

Kirkpatrick to Tribune editor
in 1969, the paper had begun to
abandon the reflexive and
often nasty Republican parti-
sanship that had long marred
its news coverage and domi-
nated its editorial page. Kirk-
patrick found an ally in Cook.

In a 2008 interview, John
Madigan, who had been hired
by Cook in 1975 and later be-
came Tribune Co.’s president
and CEO, said Cook’s effect on
the then-underperforming
company was “profound.”

Tall, gray-haired and
square-jawed, Cook “looked
like a CEO from central cast-
ing,” wrote the New Yorker’s
Ken Auletta in a 1998 article.
But Cook was anything but
standoffish. He enjoyed mix-
ing with his employees, he
eagerly joined editors and re-
porters on fact-finding trips
abroad, and he once signed on
as the Tribune’s photogra-
pher for coverage of an ardu-
ous, three-week tour of Cana-
da’s Northwest Territories.

Baseball was “a huge pas-
sion of his” and the Chicago
Cubs was the team he fol-
lowed, Doug Cook said of his
father. In 1981, Stanton Cook
acted on that passion, when
Tribune Co. bought the team
and Wrigley Field for $20.5
million.

The move also had its stra-
tegic value. By acquiring the
team, Tribune protected a
valuable source of sports pro-
gramming for its WGN-TV
and radio stations. Chairman
of the Cubs until 1994, Cook
relished overseeing the club
and joining baseball’s inner
circle.

In 2009, the company an-
nounced the sale of the Cubs,
Wrigley Field and a 25 percent
stake in Comcast SportsNet
Chicago to the Ricketts family,
a deal valued at $845 million.

Cook relinquished the CEO
title in 1990, though he re-
mained chairman until Janu-
ary 1993 and a member of its
board until 1996. Several years
later, Tribune Co. merged
with Times Mirror Co., owner
of the Los Angeles Times, The
Baltimore Sun and other
newspapers.

In retirement, Cook split
time between his home in Ke-
nilworth, Illinois, and the fam-
ily summer home in Glen
Lake, Michigan. Always
handy, he kept a shop at the
Glen Lake home, and he built
boathouses and other struc-
tures there.

In a 1996 interview, Cook
summed up his career, though
he could have been talking of
his life: “It had its moments of
peril, it had its moments of
disappointment. But as I look
back, this was all part of a mix
that was wonderful.”

A dozen years later, Cook
spoke of the special feeling he
had each time he entered Tri-
bune Tower.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE | TNS FILE

Chicago Tribune publisher Stanton Cook (left) and editor
Clayton Kirkpatrick speak at a news conference on April
30, 1974, regarding the Tribune’s publication of the Nixon
tapes. Cook a longtime CEO of Tribune Co., died Thursday
at age 90.


