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LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Bass and
saxophone player Wilton
Felder, who was an original
member of the Crusaders and
performed on hundreds of re-
cordings with artists includ-
ing Joni Mitchell and Michael
Jackson, has died at his home
in Whittier. He was 75.

The cause of his death Sun-
day was complications from
cancer, said his son, Wilton
Felder Jr.

Felder was in high demand
for recording sessions; it’s him
on bass for the Jackson 5’s “I
Want You Back,” Marvin
Gaye’s “Let’s Get It On,” Billy
Joel’s “Piano Man” album and
numerous tracks by Mitchell.

“She’s a phenomenal com-
poser and person,” Felder said
of Mitchell in a 2006 interview
with the Virginian-Pilot in
Norfolk. “Her music is just fun
to play.”

Felder also recorded with
B.B. King, Randy Newman,
Nancy Wilson, Steely Dan,
Barry White, Cat Stevens and
many others, on saxophone as
well as electric bass.

But for much of his career,
he preferred playing live dates
only with the Crusaders, a
band he help found in junior
high in Houston. Though it
had only one top-40 hit —
“Street Life,” with vocalist
Randy Crawford in 1979 — the
group toured with the Rolling
Stones in the mid-1970s, and
its jazz-funk sound was highly
regarded.

Felder was especially
known for his saxophone

playing with the group,
which ranged from smooth
jazz to bebop edgy.

“I really feel the sound of
the Crusaders is unique,” he
told the Los Angeles Times in
1992, “and for quite some time
I felt I didn’t want my horn
heard in other contexts.”

It’s a sound, he said, that
had its eclectic roots in the
streets where he and his band-
mates grew up.

Felder was born Aug. 31,
1940, in Houston. Growing up
in the city’s predominantly
African-American Fifth
Ward, he got together in the
mid-1950s with schoolmates
Joe Sample on piano, Wayne
Henderson on trombone and
Nesbert “Stix” Hooper on
drums to form the core of a
group called the Swingsters.

“Because we came up on
the streets and not in the stu-
dios,” he said in a biographi-
cal essay on the Verve Music
Group site, “our music was
live. The Texas streets were
rich with the blues of Light-

nin’ Hopkins. We grew up on
all the deep country sounds.
We ate them for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

“At the same time, we had
ears for modern jazz — Miles
and Monk — and never saw a
contradiction between the old
and new.”

The group played through
high school and while some
members attended Texas
Southern University. In the
late 1950s they moved to Los
Angeles to play jazz, but be-
cause work was tough to find,
they ended up as a house band
for several months in Las
Vegas, where they were
known as the Nite Hawks.

Tiring of that gig, they re-
turned to L.A. and eventually
got a record deal and a new
name: the Jazz Crusaders.
Eventually they shortened the
name because they didn’t
want to be strictly thought of
as a jazz group. But they didn’t
want to be purely pop, either,
which made the “Street Life”
hit a double-edged victory.

“It did so well, the record
company said, ‘Give us
more,’” Felder said in a 1986
Miami Herald interview.
“They wanted more vocals,
more hits. ‘Street Life’ was
good for us, because it was still
a Crusader melody. It gave us
the room to play.

In addition to his son,
Felder’s survivors include
his wife of 56 years, Geral-
dine; daughters Michelle
LeBlanc and Deborah
Clark; sisters Jean Foster,
Clara Walker and Rozelia
Gilliam; and seven grand-
children.
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DAWN (PAYSON) SAFFORD

CASTINE - Dawn (Payson)
Safford, 84, died on Satur-
day Sept. 26, 2015 from in-
juries sustained from a fall,
with her loving family by her
side. She was born on June
13, 1931 in Ashland the
daughter of Harold T. and
Ethel F. (Dickson) Payson.

Dawn was a very private
person, with a passion for
knitting. She belonged to the
Monday morning knitting
group at the Castine Library
and the Tuesday Shawl Min-
istry at the Main Street
Church. Dawn retired to Cas-
tine to live with her sister in
2007. Since moving she has
knitted more than 1,400 pre-
emie caps for babies at
EMMC. During her first
years in Castine you would
find Dawn reading to the
young children at the Otter
House Day Care.

She is survived by her sib-
lings; brother Richard
Payson and wife Janet of
Millbrook AL, sisters Bette
Norris of Castine and Patri-
cia Payson of Orland, daugh-
ter-in-law Laurie Safford of
Largo, FL. Grandchildren:
Amy Safford whom Dawn
raised as her own, Amanda
Meyers and fiancé Michael
Porrini; Jayson Meyers,
Tamara Harrison and hus-
band Cory. Great-Grandchil-
dren; Ayla Safford whom
Dawn raised for seven years,
Isabelle Freeman, Kayden
Freeman, Gianna Porrini and
Mike Porrini Jr. along with 8
Nieces and Nephews. She
was predeceased by her par-
ents, Daughter Susan Taylor,
Son Alan Safford, brothers
Paul Payson and Robert
Payson and nephew L.
Joseph Norris.

A graveside service will
be held at 11:00am on Satur-
day October 10, 2015 at Cas-
tine Cemetery with her
nephew Rev. Aaron Payson
and Rev. Tim Hall officiating.
A reception will follow. In
lieu of flowers memorial
contributions may be made
in Dawn's memory to Shall
Ministry at Trinitarian Con-
gregational Parish of Castine
P.O Box 108 Castine, Maine
04421.

Arrangements are under
the care of Mitchell-Tweedie
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services Bucksport
(mitchelltweedie-young.com)

PATRICIA ANN PAYSON

ORLAND - Grieving the
loss of her sister Dawn
(Payson) Safford, who
passed away on September
25, Patricia Ann Payson, 73,
of Orland, ME, suffered a
massive heart attack and
passed away September 30,
2015 at the Brewer Center
for Health & Rehabilitation
where she had been since
early July. She was born on
August 29, 1942 the daugh-
ter of Harold T. and Ethel F.
(Dickson) Payson.

Pat retired to Maine from
Connecticut in 2007 to be
near her sisters. She spent
six years working at Maine
Maritime Academy in Cas-
tine as a Communications
Specialist.

She is survived by her sib-
lings: brother Richard
Payson and wife Janet of
Millbrook, AL, and sister
Bette Norris of Castine, ME
along with 8 Nieces and
Nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her parents,
brothers Paul Payson and
Robert Payson, niece Susan
Taylor and nephews L.
Joseph Norris and Alan Saf-
ford.

A joint graveside service
for the two sisters will be
held at 11:00 am on Satur-
day October 10, 2015 at the
Castine Town Cemetery with
her nephew Rev. Aaron
Payson and Rev. Tim Hall of-
ficiating. A reception will fol-
low. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the
Shawl Ministry of the Trini-
ta r ian Congregat iona l
Parish, P.O. Box 108, Castine,
ME 04421

AVIS G. DAVENPORT

BANGOR and CARIBOU -
When Mum was done with
something whether it was
washing dishes, sweeping
the floor, or knitting, she al-
ways said "There." Our
Mum, Avis G. Davenport is
done with this earthly world.
She was 85.

She died September 28,
2015, at Ross Manor in Ban-
gor, surrounded by loving
staff, friends and family. Her
little body was just worn out
but her mind was very
sharp. One of the last things
she said was, "I hope I did
everything right." I think
most would agree that she
did.

Mum was born in Wood-
land, January 5, 1930, the
daughter of Walter and Olive
(Henry) Espling. She lived in
Caribou for many years and
had been a resident of the
Bangor area since 1973.
Mum was a potato picker, a
shoe cobbler, a store clerk, a
hospital cook, a caregiver, a
sister, a wife and a mother.

She is survived by her
son, Elden Davenport and
girlfriend, Daphne, of
Millinocket; two daughters,
Wanda Kenneally and hus-
band, Bill, of Hampden and
Norma Davenport of Ogden,
Utah; one brother and sister-
in-law, Kenneth and Thelma
Espling of Woodland; 4
grandchildren, 14 great-
grandchildren, 2 great-great-
grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews, special
neighbors and friends.

Mum was predeceased by
her husband, Philemon Dav-
enport, in 1985; and by six
brothers, Vinal, Carl, Arnold,
Herbert, Wilber and Merle
Espling.

We are honoring Mum's
decision to not have a funer-
al, however, will celebrate
Mum's life in May 2016 with
a graveside service at
Marston Cemetery, Orring-
ton. We will keep you posted
as the time gets closer.

"There."

DANIEL STEPHEN FRANCIS

PERRY - Daniel Stephen
Francis, 74, passed away in
the presence of his family on
September 29, 2015 at a
Bangor hospital. Daniel was
born in Calais on November
28, 1940 to Noel and Bertha
(Snow) Francis.

He spent his childhood at
Pleasant Point before mov-
ing to Connecticut at age 16,
but he eventually returned
home where he became
very involved in his commu-
nity and started several ven-
tures as an entrepreneur.
Daniel opened an arcade/
pool hall for everyone to en-
joy at Pleasant Point, he initi-
ated bingo for the elderly
that is still going strong to-
day. He ran his TV repair and
video rental store in Eastport
for many years, before relo-
cating to Perry. Daniel en-
joyed salt water fishing, scu-
ba diving, and playing bin-
go.

He was predeceased by
his parents. Daniel will be
sadly missed by his wife of
over 54 years, Theresa (Ju-
rewicz) Francis; his daughter,
Beverly Champagne and her
husband Tom of Perry; four
grandchildren, Elizabeth,
Stephanie, Kristen and
Thomas; four great grand-
children, Danielle, Makayla,
Wyatt and Bruin and ten sib-
lings, Marie Mell, Maynard,
Carol, John Jr., Maxwell,
Philip, Sarah, Linda, Brian
and Bennett Stanley, and
many nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be held 5:00
p.m., Sunday, October 11th
at the Elderly Meal Site,
Pleasant Point, until the time
of his memorial service, 1:00
p.m., Monday, October 12th.
Services by Mays Funeral
Home, Calais & Eastport.
Condolences and memories
may be shared at
www.maysfuneralhome.com

ELNORA J. WOODMAN

BUCKSPORT - Elnora J.
Woodman, 82, passed away
peacefully on Sunday,
September 20, 2015 while
surrounded by family. She
was born August 2, 1933 in
Bucksport. She was the
daughter of Bernard and
Nellie (Phillips) Winchester.

She was predeceased by
her husband Raymond
Woodman, son Glenn Wood-
man, son-in-law Stanley
Grindle, brother-in-law Mer-
le Clements and grand-
daughters Tracy and Savan-
nah Woodman.

She is survived by her sis-
ter Mary Clements, step-
sister Debbie Buccellato and
step-brothers Wade and
Blaine Winchester. She is al-
so survived by her children
and their spouse's Terry and
Joe Hovey, Sharon and Fred
Hill, Raylene and Joe Berry,
Holly and Roy Burk, Jalane
Woodman, Ellen and Carlton
Hooper, Keith Woodman,
Karla Glick and friend Skip
Huskey, also by many grand-
children and great-grandchil-
dren. She will be greatly
missed.

There will be a graveside
service at 2:00pm Sunday
October 11, 2015 at Ever-
green Hill Cemetery on the
Power Line Road in Buck-
sport. Arrangements are un-
der the care of Mitchell-
Tweedie Funeral Home and
Cremation Services Buck-
sport.
(mitchelltweedie-young.com)

ROGER J. MARECAUX

ASHLAND - Roger J.
Marecaux, 69, died unex-
p e c t ed l y Wednesday,
September 30, 2015, at a
Presque Isle hospital. He
was born December 16, 1945
in Boston, MA, a son of the
late Claude and Marjorie
(Ramsay) Marecaux.

He graduated from Bates
College in 1967, where he
met the love of his life. Fol-
lowing his graduation, Roger
enlisted with the US Army
during the Vietnam War. He
received his honorable dis-
charge as a Specialist in
1969 to accept a teaching po-
sition in Oxford, MA.

Roger last worked as the
Principal of the former Ash-
land Central School, retiring
after 30 years in 2005. Previ-
ously he worked as a teacher
with Eagle Hill School, Hard-
wick, MA, and Warren Ele-
mentary School, Warren,
MA. He had a love of fishing
and took full advantage of
the many waters around
Ashland and surrounding ar-
eas to fill his limit. Roger,
with his wife, was also an
avid gardener, growing a
wide variety of vegetables
for his table and many of his
friends. Having played foot-
ball during his high school
and college days, he was a
football enthusiast and
spent many Sundays cheer-
ing for his team the New
England Patriots.

He is survived by: his wife
of 45 years, Dorothy
(Thompson) Marecaux of
Ashland; three children,
Amanda Marecaux Davis
and her husband Eric of
Benton, AR, Emily Marecaux
McKenzie and her husband
Jeff of Pine Bluff, AR, and
Roger Phillip Marecaux and
his wife Andrea Millett Mare-
caux of Farmingdale, ME;
two grandchildren, Luke
Tyler Davis and Adyson
McKenzie; a sister, Joan Phe-
lan and her husband Edward
of Canton, MA; mother-in-
law Edith Thompson of
Wellington, FL; sisters-in-law
Judy Marecaux Jones of So.
Yarmouth, MA and Shirley
Knox of Wellington, FL;
brother-in-law Alan Thomp-
son and his wife Catherine
of Newington, NH, many
beloved nieces and nephews
and many special friends liv-
ing near and far.

Besides his parents,
Roger is predeceased by his
brother, Richard "Dick" Mare-
caux.

A memorial service will
be celebrated at 1:00 PM on
Sunday, October 4, 2015, at
Ashland District School Au-
ditorium, Presque Isle Road,
Ashland, with Pastor Nathan
Gardiner officiating. Calling
hours will be from 12:00
noon until the start of the
service. Burial will be private
and at the convenience of
Roger's family. In lieu of
flowers, donations in
Roger's name may be made
to: The Roger Marecaux
Scholarship Fund. To share
condolences online, please
visit
www.LajoieFuneralHome.com.

In Loving Memory Of
SCOTT P. LANDER

Oct. 3, 1972 - Feb. 26, 2010

"BOYS OF FALL"
Fall brings us colors of joy
and enlightenment. It brings
us the pleasure of harvest
and gathering all those
things that are important
to us. Fall is the start to

celebration.

In 1972, Fall brought us you,
Scott. A child, a boy, a

young man that showed all
of his friends and family the
festivities of life. Your time

with us has created a
celebration that we will
joyfully engage in each

year to come.

Thank you Scott for
bringing us to the

rewarding "Harvest of Life."
The character-building
qualities that reflect
attributes of you.

Happy 43rd Birthday Scott.
Love, Mom, Dad, Josh,
Heather, Nick and Torrie

In Loving Memory Of

ALICE ANN HAWKES

May 26, 1964 - Oct. 4, 1987

Shattered Dreams
and Shattered Lives

www.alicehawkes.com

In Loving Memory Of
MICHAEL C. COCHRAN

Oct. 4, 1956 - Feb. 18, 1981

Lovingly remembered on
your birthday.
Your Family

In Loving Memory Of
JOSEPH DIPRETE-DIGIOIA

Sep 07, 1989 - Oct 04, 2003

"When I stop and care for
one person, it is as to care

for all humanity"
Joseph said with a smile: "I
have so much to do today".
He marked the 3 mile trail
for 800 runners, and fed the
guests salad, spaghetti and
fun; The next day in the

middle of his race, Joseph
sat down in the golden
grass, and listened to

hundreds of hearts run their
race beside him into the

autumn sky.

In Memoriam

The Family Of
PRESTON E. SMITH

Would like to thank every-
one for taking the time to
share memories of Dad/
Grandpa with us at the
American Legion Hall in
Cherryfield on Saturday
(9/26/15) and for the many
cards, words, emails and
acts of kindness that was
shown to us during this time
of our great loss.

We want to thank Comman-
der Max Merrill for his spiri-
tual counsel and services.
His guidance is so appreciat-
ed.

We want to also thank Adju-
tant Peter Duston for Taps,
1s t Vice Commander
Jonathan Gay, the USAF
Honor Guard, And Andrew
and Chase from the Webelos
Den representing The Boy
Scouts of America and act-
ing as Color Guard.

Friends like you have helped
us get through this difficult
time.

Our appreciation and love to
all ~~ thank you !!

Sherry & Chris

Card of Thanks

In Memoriam

Obituary
Department

1-800-432-7964
Ext. 8128

990-8128

WiltonFelder, saxophoneand
bassplayer for theCrusaders, dies

Remains of missing Colorado
teen found in chimney of cabin
BY KEITH COFFMAN
REUTERS

DENVER — The body of a
Colorado teenager who van-
ished seven years ago was
foundstuckinthechimneyofa
mountain cabin within a mile
of where he went missing, au-
thorities said on Wednesday.

The remains of 18-year-old
Joshua Vernon Maddux were
located last month at an aban-
doned cabin in the town of
Woodland Park, 17 miles
northwestofColoradoSprings,
TellerCountyCoronerAlBorn
told Reuters.

Born said he ruled the cause
of death as undetermined, but
an autopsy revealed no signs of

physical injuries such as bro-
ken bones or gunshot wounds.

“There was no indication of
trauma that we could detect,”
Born said. “It was likely acci-
dental because there would be
easier ways to commit suicide
than climbing down a chim-
ney.”

Toxicology results did not
reveal any drugs in the dead
man’s system, he added.

Maddux was last seen alive
on the morning of May 8, 2008,
at the house he shared with his
parents, according toamissing
person alert sent out by the
Colorado Bureau of Investiga-
tion.

When his mother came
home later that day, Maddux

was gone and was later report-
ed missing, police said.

In the alert, authorities de-
scribed Maddux as 6 feet tall
andweighing150pounds.Born
said Maddux may have gotten
stuck as he shimmied down
the chimney for reasons that
will likely never be known.

The remains were found by
a demolition crew that was
tearing down the cabin, which
was abandoned long before
Maddux died, Born said.

Due to the state of the re-
mains, Maddux was identified
through dental records and by
the missing tip of his right
index finger that he lost in a
bicycling accident as a child,
the coroner said.


