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HELEN ELAINE CROSBY

MELBOURNE, FLA. - He-
len Elaine Crosby, 96, for-
mally of Lee, Maine passed
away October 8, 2015 in Mel-
bourne, FL. She was born
November 26, 1919 in Hamp-
den, Maine.

She graduated from Ham-
pden Academy class of 1943.
After graduation she worked
as a secretary at Dow Air
Force Base. In October of
1946 she married Winfred
Crosby of Sullivan at the Lor-
ing family farm in Hamp-
den. They were married for
54 years. She was a active
member of the Lee Baptist
Church for many years and a
past Matron of the Eastern
Star chapter in Springfield.

Helen was preceded in
death by her husband Win-
fred Crosby, son John "Tim-
my" Crosby, mother Emma
Loring Bradford and sister
Arolyn Cannon.

She is survived by son,
Michael and Sarah Carll
Crosby of Grant, Florida.
Daughter, Patricia and Albert
Allen of Rockwall, TX. Broth-
er, Robert and Sharon Brad-
ford of Clifton Maine. Grand-
daughter, Carrie Lynn and
Wilson Ware of Rockwall, TX
and two precious great-
grandchildren Savannah
Jayne Ware and Crosby
William Ware of Rockwall
TX. Also several nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date at
Woodlawn cemetery in Lee,
ME.
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In Loving Memory Of
KATHY L. DOW BOUTOT

Nov. 6, 1948 - Oct. 30, 1993
and

GAYLE DOW EILER

Apr. 4, 1947 - Jan. 24, 2009
and

E. KEITH DOW

Oct. 13, 1925 - Apr. 4, 2012

Laughter and tears
All golden memories.

Love, Mom,
friends and family

In Memoriam Noted Secret Service agent dies

BY MARTIN WEIL
THE WASHINGTON POST

Jerry S. Parr, the quick-
thinking and fast-moving Se-
cret Service agent who was
credited with saving the life
of President Ronald Reagan
after the 1981 assassination
attempt in Washington, died
Oct. 9 at a hospice center
near his home in Washing-
ton. He was 85.

The cause was congestive
heart failure, said his wife,
Carolyn Parr.

Parr had been an electric
power lineman before his Se-
cret Service years and a cler-
gyman in retirement. But he
was best known for the
fraught moments after gun-
fire erupted on March 30,
1981, as the president was
leaving the Washington Hil-
ton Hotel.

In that time of chaos, Parr
seemed the epitome of the
firm-jawed man of action:
forceful, resolute, decisive.

At the president’s side
when the shots resounded,
Parr did not immediately
look for the gunman, John
Hinckley Jr. Instead, accord-
ing to accounts, Parr placed
his hand on Reagan’s shoul-
der and pushed the president
into the waiting limousine.

The vehicle pulled away
from the hotel, leaving be-
hind a scene of blood and
tumult. Also severely
wounded by gunfire had
been White House press sec-
retary James Brady, Secret
Service agent Timothy Mc-
Carthy and D.C. police offi-
cer Thomas Delahanty.

Although Parr and the
president were moving
swiftly away from the car-
nage, shielded by the armor
of a bullet-proof vehicle, the
agent’s responsibilities were
far from over. Carefully, he
ran his hands over Reagan’s
body, searching for bullet
wounds. He found none.

Then he recognized the
ominous signs: The presi-
dent complained about pain
in his chest, and there was
blood on Reagan’s lips.

Parr immediately ordered
that the limo be driven to
George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital instead of the
White House. The president
survived, but he had a close
call.

“If Jerry hadn’t made the
change,” first lady Nancy
Reagan later told CNN host
Larry King, “I wouldn’t
have a husband.”

Doctors, noting the presi-
dent’s severe loss of blood,
sometimes reported as three
pints, have agreed with that
assessment.

In the aftermath of the as-
sassination attempt, Parr
was hailed for his cool ca-
pacity to confront danger
and steer a path to safety.
But the skills, instincts and
abilities he demonstrated
then gave an incomplete pic-
ture of his character and
personality.

Among those who knew
him inside and outside the
Secret Service, he was re-
garded as a patient man
willing to hear out the trou-
bled, to keep confidences
and try to suggest a course
of action.

He was called on so often
to play the part of wise ad-
viser, according to his wife,
that, after retiring from the
Secret Service in 1985, he
obtained a master’s degree
in pastoral counseling from
Loyola University in Balti-
more and became co-pastor
of Festival Church, an ecu-
menical church in Washing-
ton’s Adams Morgan neigh-
borhood.

Jerry Studstill Parr was
born in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, on Sept. 16, 1930, and
he grew up in the Miami
area. His first job was as a
lineman for Florida Power

and Light. It was often haz-
ardous work, and he was
pallbearer at the funerals of
eight colleagues.

When he applied to join
the Secret Service in 1962,
soon after graduating from
Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, he was asked at
an interview about what
motivated him to assume
the perils of the job.

As he recalled it, his wife
said, he replied that he did
not expect the work to be as
dangerous as what he had
been doing for the power
company.

In fact, Parr had been fas-
cinated by the Secret Ser-
vice from boyhood. His fa-
ther had taken him in 1939
to see the low-budget action
film “Code of the Secret Ser-
vice,” one of several movies
in which Reagan starred as
the dashing agent “Brass”
Bancroft.

“There’s a couple of times
where truth and training
converge, where history and
destiny converge,” Parr told
The Washington Post in
2006. “I thought about that
for a long time. It’s that mo-
ment — either you do it or
you don’t, either you save

him or you don’t.”
Over the years, Parr met

and provided security for
some of the world’s most
prominent figures. His ca-
reer took him to all 50 states
and 37 foreign countries. He
helped to protect Pope John
Paul II, and a photograph
showed him alongside Japa-
nese Emperor Hirohito. As
deputy special agent in
charge of the foreign digni-
tary division, he was credit-
ed with overseeing protec-
tion for more than 50 foreign
heads of state.

He had been assigned to
Presidents Gerald Ford and
Jimmy Carter and became
head of the White House de-
tail in the Presidential Pro-
tective Division in 1979.

In recent years, he and
his wife co-wrote “In the Se-
cret Service,” a memoir.

In addition to his wife of
56 years, Carolyn Miller
Parr, a former U.S. Tax
Court judge, survivors in-
clude three daughters, Kim-
berly Parr of Syracuse, New
York, Jennifer Parr Turek
of Severna Park, Maryland,
and Patricia Parr of Freder-
ick, Maryland; and four
granddaughters.

Jim Parr, credited with saving President Reagan’s life

WHITE HOUSE PHOTO

President Ronald Reagan enters the Hilton Hotel on March
30, 1981. Jerry Parr, the Secret Service agent credited
with saving the president’s life after an assassination at-
tempt outside the hotel, is on the left in the beige raincoat.

Rapper Koopsta
Knicca of Three
6Mafia dies at 40
BY DAINA BETH SOLOMON
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Rapper
Koopsta Knicca, from Os-
car-winning Tennessee rap
group Three 6 Mafia, died
Friday in Memphis at age 40
after suffering a brain aneu-

rysm, the band said.
Band member DJ Paul

said that Koopsta Knicca
died just as the two were
working on a new record.

“Me and Koop had just
started writing his new
album ‘Devil’s Playground
… but we didn’t get a chance
to record yet,” DJ Paul said
in a statement.

“We had concerts coming
up starting next month too.
He also just got a home in
Vegas that he was moving

to on Tuesday, but never
got to even see it in person.”

Hardcore rap collective
Three 6 Mafia formed in the
early 1990s in Memphis, re-
leasing their first album
“Mystic Stylez” in 1995.

Koopsta Knicca, real
name Robert Phillips, re-
corded his solo album “Da
Devil’s Playground 2” in
1999 before parting with the
band. The group went on to
achieve mainstream suc-
cess with its Academy

Award for Best Original
Song in 2006 for “It’s Hard
out Here for a Pimp,” fea-
tured in the film “Hustle
and Flow.”

Koopsta Knicca reunited
with several band mates in
2013 to form Da Mafia 6ix.

Bandmate Juicy J posted a
tribute to the rapper on his
Instagram, saying “Koopsta
Knicca we made history! You
will be missed.” Hundreds of
fans added their own trib-
utes on social media.

Dean Chance, Cy Young
awardwinner, dies at 74
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Dean Chance, who won
the major-league Cy Young
Award in 1964 at the age of
23, has died at the age of 74,
Los Angeles Angels spokes-
man Tim Mead announced
Sunday.

His cause of death was not
disclosed.

Chance made his major-
league debut with the An-
gels in 1961 at the age of 20.

He played 11 seasons in
the majors, finishing with a
128-115 record and a 2.92

earned run average.
Chance was a two-time

All-Star and his best season
was 1964, when he went 20-9
with a 1.65 ERA.

Not until 1967 was a Cy
Young Award presented to a
pitcher in each league. Only
one major-league pitcher won
the award in the years before
that, and Sandy Koufax of the
Los Angeles Dodgers won the
major-league Cy Young
Award in 1963, 1965 and 1966.

Chance was inducted into
the Angels Hall of Fame this
past August.

Larry Brezner, movie producer and
manager of top comic actors, dies at 73
BY STEVE CHAWKINS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Aside
from his sharp one-liners and
long, hilarious stories told in
thick, inappropriate dialects,
Larry Brezner wasn’t exactly
a comic — but he knew funny
when he saw it.

A Hollywood producer and
manager of top comic actors,
including Robin Williams
and Billy Crystal, Brezner
had a talent not just for mak-
ing people laugh but also for
cultivating the comedic ge-
nius in others.

“He loved the history of
comedy,” Crystal said in an
interview last week. “He ap-
preciated the nuances of com-
edy like very few people I’ve
ever met.”

Brezner, whose film-pro-
ducing credits include
“Throw Momma From the
Train” and “Good Morning,
Vietnam,” died Oct. 5 at City
of Hope National Medical
Center in Duarte. He was 73.

He was diagnosed with leu-
kemia this year, said his
friend and longtime business
partner David Steinberg.

While not a household
name, Brezner played an im-
portant role in many big
show-business careers.

In the late 1970s, he spotted
Juilliard dropout Williams at
a Hollywood improv class,
and was immediately taken
with the young actor’s manic
energy and elastic imagina-
tion.

“No matter what situation
was thrown at him, he never
got lost,” Brezner told Rolling
Stone in 1979. “In an improv,

right before the blackout,
you’ve either won or lost; you
either hit the big line or it
lays there. I watched two
hours of this kid never losing,
reacting off the top of his
head, working off nerve im-
pulses — not intellect at all.
Incredible.”

But Williams’ nonstop
wildness also kept audiences
at a distance. Brezner and
his colleagues persuaded
him to reveal more of him-
self by ending his act with a
moment of actual serious-
ness, framed as a few kind
words from a character who
had survived World War III.

“When he took the quiet
moment and walked offstage
without a laugh, the applause
was deafening,” Brezner once
recalled in The New York
Times. “You knew, sitting in
the audience, you’d just seen
something special. He’d
touched you.”

Brezner also helped shape
the career of Crystal, whom
he got to know when the co-
median and actor was still
substitute-teaching and try-
ing to make it in comedy
with a group called 3’s Com-
pany.

Brezner and fellow talent
manager Buddy Morra gen-
tly urged Crystal to ditch the
threesome and go it alone.
When the prospect of a one-
night gig at New York Uni-
versity crossed his path,
Crystal impulsively agreed
to fly solo.

“I called Larry and said I’d
just booked myself at a frat
house for $25 and I wasn’t
paying commission,” Crystal
recalled.

Brezner, Morra and their
senior partner, Jack Rollins,
showed up at the event in a
driving rain and watched the
comic do a hilarious hour-
and-a-half. Crystal was, in the
term he would later make fa-
mous, mah-velous.

“I was supposed to do
something like 20 minutes,”
he said. “But the kids went
crazy. There was no turning
back. Afterward, Larry
walked up to me and said,
‘Let’s go to work.’ That was
the beginning of our relation-
ship.”

Born in New York City
Aug. 23, 1942, Brezner was
raised in the Bronx. He at-
tended the University of
Bridgeport in Connecticut,
and received a master’s de-
gree in psychology from St.
John’s University.

Brezner taught at an inner-
city elementary school before
opening a quirky little club
on Manhattan’s Upper West
Side. The place went bust but
Brezner married one of the
acts he booked — singer Me-
lissa Manchester. They later
divorced.

Brezner managed Man-
chester’s career and, to gain
experience in the field, start-
ed doing unpaid work for Rol-
lins and his partner, Charles
H. Joffe. Over the years, their
firm managed talents such as
Dick Cavett, Robert Klein,
Martin Mull and Woody
Allen, whose films were pro-
duced by Rollins and Joffe.
The agency later opened of-
fices in Los Angeles.

Brezner ultimately focused
on producing movies. In 1987,
“Good Morning, Vietnam,”

and “Throw Momma From
the Train” started production
in the same week. The next
year, stars from both films
were nominated for Academy
Awards — Williams for the
top role in “Good Morning,
Vietnam,” and Anne Ramsey
for a supporting role in
“Throw Momma.”

Over the years, Brezner
produced a wide variety of
films, including:“The ‘Burbs”
(1989), “Coupe de Ville” (1990),
“The Vanishing” (1993),
“Angie” (1994), “Krippen-
dorf’s Tribe” (1998) and “The
Greatest Game Ever Played”
(2005).

His most recent film was
“Ride Along” (2014), with Ice
Cube and Kevin Hart.

Until his illness, he boxed,
played tennis, danced salsa
and was active in his compa-
ny, Brezner Steinberg Part-
ners.

Most of all, he joked.
“He told jokes better than

anyone I know,” said Stein-
berg, his colleague and lunch
companion (scrambled eggs
or cheese blintzes, depending
on the place) for 40 years.

“He was always funny,”
Steinberg said, recalling an
ancient joke about a parrot
that Brezner told in a thick
Yiddish accent at a surprise
party last spring. “He was al-
ways willing to be inappro-
priate.”

Brezner’s survivors in-
clude his wife, Dominique Co-
hen-Brezner; daughters Lau-
ren Azbill and China Brezner;
and brother Jeff Brezner.

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency LLC.

FormerBritish finance
ministerHowedies at 88
REUTERS

LONDON — Former Brit-
ish finance minister Geof-
frey Howe, an ally turned
critic of Margaret Thatcher,
has died at the age of 88,
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron’s office said Saturday.

Howe, who was also a for-
mer foreign secretary, died
Friday after suffering a sus-
pected heart attack, the BBC
said, citing his family.

He oversaw Britain’s re-
covery from recession in the
1980s and was a champion of
closer European unity — a
belief which put him in di-
rect confrontation with
Thatcher and eventually be-
came a catalyst for his exit
from government.

Prime Minister David
Cameron and Chancellor of
the Exchequer George Os-
borne paid tribute to Howe,
who served as finance min-
ister from 1979 to 1983, on
social media, emphasizing
his quiet demeanor and rad-
ical thinking.

“His time as Chancellor of
the Exchequer was vital in
turning the fortunes of our
country around, cutting bor-
rowing, lowering tax rates
and conquering inflation,”
Cameron said.

“Lifting exchange con-
trols may seem obvious
now, but it was revolution-
ary back then.”

For 11 years, Howe was
Thatcher’s loyal and self-ef-
facing aide.

He was Chancellor during
Thatcher’s first term as
prime minister and admin-
istered the tough economic
medicine that led to Brit-
ain’s mid-1980s revival from
the worst recession in 50
years.

She rewarded his four-
year Treasury stint by mov-
ing him to the Foreign Of-
fice in 1983, where he be-
came Britain’s longest serv-
ing foreign minister since
World War I.

He was a passionate pro-
ponent of joining Europe’s
single currency, flying in the
face of his increasingly euro-
skeptic Conservative party.

Thatcher also made him
the government’s business
manager in the House of
Commons and her official
deputy but 15 months later
he quit the cabinet in a row
over her resistance to closer
European unity.

The outburst was a cata-
lyst for Thatcher’s ousting
by her own party only a few
weeks later.

In a revenge attack in
parliament, Howe booked
his place in history and
stunned MPs with a scath-
ing attack on the “Iron
Lady” and her comments on
the hazards of European in-
tegration.

Howe described Thatch-
er’s increasingly jaundiced
attitude to Europe as akin to
“sending your opening bats-
men to the crease only for
them to find … that their
bats have been broken be-
fore the game by the team
captain.”

He is the second former
statesman in a week to pass
away after British Labour
Party veteran Denis Healey
died last Saturday aged 98.

Loyalty and restraint
were his hallmark.

In their tributes on social
media, Cameron described
him as “the quiet hero” of
Thatcher’s first government
while Osborne said he was a
“quietly-spoken radical.”

Some observers said his
lack of aggression was a lia-
bility.

Labour’s Healey once de-
scribed a rhetorical on-
slaught from Howe as akin
to being “savaged by a dead
sheep.”

He graduated in arts and
law from Cambridge Uni-
versity, was married to El-
speth Morton Shand and
leaves three children.

A bespectacled, portly fig-
ure, he was meticulous and
always well prepared — as
he demonstrated when his
trousers were once stolen
from his sleeping car on a
overnight train journey.

He emerged with his dig-
nity intact, explaining:
“Luckily, I always carry a
spare pair.”
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