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LUCILLE BACKMAN

JONESPORT - Lucille
Backman, 91, passed away
peacefully on October 22,
2015. She was born in Jone-
sport, the daughter of Guy
and Beatrice (Watt) Wood-
ward.

She married Bernard
Backman and traveled
around with their family liv-
ing in Camden, Bath and
Rhode Island. She returned
home to Jonesport where
she was a devoted caregiver
for her husband and her
mother.

Lucille was a social butter-
fly and was an active mem-
ber of the Indian River
Grange and The Friendly
Club. She was also a mem-
ber of the Advent Church on
Beals, but began attending
the Congregational Church
in Jonesport to follow pastor
George Woodward. She en-
joyed attending Meals for
Me at Gaelic Square with
her friends and she especial-
ly enjoyed Beano. Lucille
wrote the Jonesport column
for the Machias Valley News
Observer for many years.
Her final home, the Grace
Home, will remember her
for being a friend to all and a
pleasure to be around.

Lucille was predeceased
by her parents Mr. and Mrs.
Guy Woodward, her Hus-
band Benny Backman, her
Daughter Bernardette Beal,
Sisters Marie Parker, Lurlene
Morris, Thelma Maclean,
Brothers Guy Woodward Jr.,
Keith Woodward, Evans
Woodward and Homer
Woodward, Step children
Gordon Backman and
Maryann Merchant and
Grandson Donald Smith, Jr.

Lucille is survived by her
Daughter Faye Smith and
husband Don of Wiscassett,
Son in law Napoleon Beal of
Jonesport, Sister Nadine
Crowley of Addison, Grand-
daughter Heather Anderson
and husband Ian of Jones-
boro, Grandson Ben Back-
man and wife Angie of Addi-
son, Grandson Michael
Smith and wife Beth of Wis-
casset, Step grandchildren
Lisa Mitchell, Steven Mer-
chant, Dixie Beaudoin, Joel
Backman, Irene Edwards,
Terrilyn Bassett and Ethel
Marie Johnson. She is also
survived by special great
grandchildren Kayla Back-
man, Marina Anderson,
Samantha Meserve, hus-
band Joe and sons Damion
and Kaiden, Georgia Payne,
Erryn Payne, Matthew
Payne, Sarah Biddle ,
Matthew Smith, Steven
Smith, Kirsten Smith and
Reginald Mitchell, as well as
many nieces, nephews and
special friends.

Services for Lucille will be
held at the Congregational
Church in Jonesport Sunday
November 1 at 2pm. In lieu
of flowers, donations can be
made to the Grace Home Ac-
tivities Department, 95 Wil-
ley District Rd in Harrington.
Arrangements entrusted to
Bragdon-Kelley Funeral
Home, Machias.

WAYNE DEAN MOSS

HOLDEN - Wayne Dean
Moss of Holden Maine went

to be with The
Lord on Sun-
day, October

25, 2015 after a long illness.
Wayne was born September
29, 1940, the son of Myron
and Viola Lanning Moss of
Shickshinny PA.

Wayne graduated from
Lake Lehman High School
and Bloomsburg College
both in Pennsylvania. Fol-
lowing college graduation
he then graduated from the
Air Force Officer Training
School and retired from the
Air Force while stationed at
the Pentagon in July, 1982.
Wayne also retired from
teaching at Northwest Area
High School in Shickshinny
after many years.

Wayne is survived by his
wife Maureen Honey Moss
and four children that he and
Maureen shared. They are
David Moss, wife Janine,
and their sons Derek and
Dustin, Angelia Allabaugh,
husband Steven and their
three children Derek,Megan
and Amanda, Brian Stuart,
wife Kathy, and granddaugh-
ter Ashley Stuart, Scott Stu-
art, wife Lisa and their
daughter Christina. He also
leaves behind a brother,
Robert, wife Diane, and
brother-in-law Dennis Honey
Sr., wife Donna along with
many friends and family.

Wayne was a member of
the Sylvania Lodge #354 in
Shickshinny, PA, the Sweet
Valley Church of Christ in
Sweet Valley ,Pa and the
Otis Baptist Church in Otis
Maine.

We will have services at
11 a.m., on Saturday October
31 at the Otis Baptist Church,
9 Church Ln., Otis, David El-
liott, pastor will be officiat-
ing.

Donations to the Otis Bap-
tist Church Youth Group, or
the Maine Veterans Home,
Activity Fund, 44 Hogan Rd.,
Bangor, Maine, 04401 would
be appreciated in Wayne's
honor.

Condolences to the family
may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

FREDA THIBODEAU

WASHBURN - Freda
(McPherson) Thibodeau, 84,
passed away peacefully on
Friday Oct. 23, 2015.

She is survived by her
husband Donald of 64 years
and together they had 6 chil-
dren Wainel and his wife
Janet of Washburn ME,
Mickey and his wife Marsha,
Kenney and his wife Amy
both of Rye NH and Shelley
and her husband David
Gardner of Townsend DE.
Freda was a loving Nana to
14 grandchildren, 26 great
grandchildren and 1 great
great grandchild. Numerous
nieces and nephews she
loved dearly. Freda was pre-
deceased by her sons Bruce
and Wallace.

Private family services
will be held at a later date.

MaureenO’Hara, smouldering
Irish-born leading lady, dies at 95
BY ADAM BERNSTEIN
THE WASHINGTON POST

Maureen O’Hara, a flame-
haired actress whose screen
career spanned seven de-
cades and was largely defined
by the sassy firecrackers she
played opposite leading men
ranging from John Wayne to
John Candy, died Oct. 24 at
her home in Boise, Idaho. She
was 95.

Her manager confirmed
the death to the Associated
Press but did not disclose the
cause.

O’Hara, a precocious theat-
rical talent in her native Ire-
land, became a film star at 19
when she played the ravish-
ing gypsy Esmeralda to
Charles Laughton’s Quasimo-
do in “The Hunchback of
Notre Dame” (1939). She also
worked with demanding mas-
ters Alfred Hitchcock (“Ja-
maica Inn,” 1939) and John
Ford (the Oscar-winning
“How Green Was My Valley,”
1941).

Nothing if not versatile,
O’Hara appeared in harem
pictures, westerns, costume
melodramas and light come-
dy. She may be best remem-
bered as the cynical working
mother to a young Natalie
Wood in “Miracle on 34th
Street” (1947), a perennial
Christmas favorite, and as
the smoldering Irish beauty
pursued by Wayne in Ford’s
“The Quiet Man” (1952),
which airs on television
every St. Patrick’s Day.

O’Hara continued to play
strong spouse roles opposite
major leading men of the day,
including James Stewart
(“Mr. Hobbs Takes a Vaca-
tion,” 1962) and Henry Fonda
(“Spencer’s Mountain,” 1963).
In the original version of the
popular Disney comedy “The
Parent Trap” (1961), O’Hara
and Brian Keith played the
estranged parents reunited
by Hayley Mills.

In 1991, O’Hara was lured
from retirement to portray a
domineering, bigoted widow
who tries to shatter her son’s
romantic relationship in
“Only the Lonely.” Candy
played her son, a Chicago
cop. Critics lauded O’Hara’s
ability to keep the perfor-
mance from turning maudlin.

She told the Chicago Tri-
bune that she played her role
as “tough, mean, nasty, warm,
kind, bossy, rude, obnoxious
and very sentimental. So she
isn’t much different from the
characters I used to play.”

In 2014, she received an
honorary Oscar in recogni-
tion of performances that
“glowed with passion,
warmth and strength.”

O’Hara’s endurance was
often ascribed to the feisty
intelligence she projected on-
screen as well as her undeni-
able beauty. Her porcelain
skin, green-hazel eyes, coltish
jaw and cheekbones, and cas-
cading red hair photographed
superbly from any angle. She
was promoted as the “queen
of Technicolor” — a motion
picture process much in
vogue in the 1940s and 1950s.

Trained in fencing and
fond of doing her own stunt
work, she held her own in
swashbucklers opposite Errol
Flynn (“Against All Flags,”

1952) and Tyrone Power (“The
Black Swan,” 1942). Those
and other adventure yarns
set the template for O’Hara’s
screen persona: an indepen-
dent-minded woman who
knew her way around a
sword.

The Maureen O’Hara ar-
chetype was cemented by
Ford, who became her men-
tor and tormentor over two
decades of collaboration and
uneasy friendship that began
with “How Green Was My
Valley” and continued with
“Rio Grande” (1950), “The
Quiet Man,” “The Long Gray
Line” (1955) and “The Wings
of Eagles” (1957).

“She is equivalent to the
male hero in a Ford film,”
film scholar Jeanine Basing-
er said in an interview. “She
exudes a kind of pioneering
strength of the sort that fits in
his movies.”

In her 2004 memoir, “‘Tis
Herself,” written with John
Nicoletti, O’Hara said that de-
spite being one of the most
honored directors in Holly-
wood, Ford was a maze of
“secrecy, lies and aggres-
sion.”

Ford sent O’Hara florid
love letters she found discom-
fiting and once punched her
in the face for reasons she
could never explain. She ac-
cepted his behavior as the
price of working near genius.

“He treated Duke (Wayne)
the same way he treated me,
Ward Bond, Jimmy Stewart,”
she told the Los Angeles
Times in 2004. “But when
you’d think about it going
home at night, you were
proud of your day’s work. A
lot of directors, you went
home weeping in misery,
ashamed of what you’d done.
... He was talented, and intol-
erable.”

O’Hara worked as Wayne’s
spirited romantic partner in
“Rio Grande,” “The Quiet
Man,” “McLintock!” (1963)
and “Big Jake” (1971).

Her portrayal of Mary
Kate Danaher in “The Quiet
Man” is often held up as one
of her freshest performanc-
es. Wayne played an Ameri-
can ex-prizefighter, Sean
Thornton, who returns to
his boyhood home in Ire-
land. O’Hara was the object
of his desire.

The film is an idealized
portrait of the Irish coun-
tryside and the colorful wis-
dom of the locals, as when a
chaperone tells Danaher
while being courted by
Thornton, “Have the good
manners not to hit the man

until he’s your husband.”
Their screen romance blos-

soms in one of the most melo-
dramatic movie kisses of the
era, with Thornton taking
liberties with Danaher as her
wild hair and long skirt blow
in a howling wind. Danaher
then tries to sock him.

Off-screen, O’Hara and
Wayne were close friends but
never a romantic couple. He
never tried to make a pass.
“He wouldn’t have dared,”
she insisted.

O’Hara was born Maureen
FitzSimons in Dublin on Aug.
17, 1920, the second-oldest of
six children. Her mother, the
former Marguerite Lilburn,
was a trained opera singer
and had been a theater ac-
tress.

“My parents gave us all the
confidence I would need,”
O’Hara told the London Inde-
pendent in 2004. “We were an
Irish Von Trapp family, a lit-
tle eccentric but wonderful.
My mother was a beautiful,
confident woman and she
loved the arts. But I was a
tomboy; I loved football and
boxing like my father.”

The worked on radio, won
dramatic contests and in 1934
entered the prestigious
Abbey Theatre School in
Dublin.

While performing with the
Abbey Players, she signed a
seven-year contract with
Laughton’s newly formed
production company. Laugh-
ton changed her surname to
O’Hara, to fit better on a
movie marquee.

After her promising start
in “Jamaica Inn” and “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame,”
her contract was sold to RKO
studios when Laughton’s pro-
duction company folded. She
languished in triffles until
Ford hired her for a presti-
gious 20th Century Fox pro-
duction, “How Green Was My
Valley.”

The film, set in a Welsh
mining community, won
Academy Awards for best
picture and best director,
and O’Hara earned strong
reviews as a young woman
who settles for a loveless
marriage with the mine
owner’s son.

She followed in anti-fas-
cist wartime dramas that
included Jean Renoir’s
“This Land Is Mine” oppo-
site Laughton and “The Fall-
en Sparrow” with John Gar-
field. Both movies were re-
leased in 1943.

O’Hara, who became a U.S.
citizen in 1946, also had a long
reign in Technicolor action

films such as “The Spanish
Main” (1945) with Paul Henre-
id, “Sinbad the Sailor” (1947)
with Douglas Fairbanks Jr.
and “At Sword’s Point” (1952)
with Cornel Wilde.

O’Hara, who had a sturdy
singing voice, claimed the
swashbuckling films sank
her chances when she was
being considered to play
Anna in the 1956 film version
of “The King and I.”

She said composer Richard
Rodgers sent word to film
producer Darryl Zanuck:
“Our Anna played by a pirate
queen? Never!”

From there, it was a long
exile in ornamental roles in
such undemanding films as
“Bagdad” (1949) as the daugh-
ter of an Arabian sheik and
“Lady Godiva” (1955) as the
most famous bareback rider
in history.

A reprieve for O’Hara was
director Carol Reed’s “Our
Man in Havana” (1959), based
on Graham Greene’s Cold
War satire. She played a
“handler” sent to pre-revolu-
tion Cuba to check on a vacu-
um cleaner salesman moon-
lighting as a British secret
agent, portrayed by Alec
Guinness.

That film also marked one
of her first returns to cinema
after her triumph over a scan-
dal sheet that had accused
her of having all but sex with
her “south of the border
sweetie” in the back of Grau-
man’s Chinese Theatre in
Hollywood. At the time, she
was romantically linked to
Mexican businessman En-
rique Parra.

Confidential magazine,
which had millions of read-
ers, ran a story in 1957 titled
“It Was the Hottest Show in
Town When Maureen O’Hara
Cuddled in Row 35.” She sued
for $5 million and settled out
of court after producing a
date-stamped passport to
prove she was not in the
country at the time of the al-
leged tryst.

O’Hara’s first marriage, to
British producer George H.
Brown, ended in divorce. She
said her second husband,
American director Will Price,
was a physically abusive alco-
holic who drained their fi-
nances. They divorced in
1952, and Ms. O’Hara was
granted custody of their
daughter, Bronwyn. Survi-
vors include her daughter.

O’Hara said the happiest
period of her life came after
she married a third time, in
1968, to commercial aviator
Charles Blair. They lived in
the U.S. Virgin Islands.
After his death in a plane
crash in 1978, she took over
his seaplane business. She
later sold it to Resorts Inter-
national.

After her return to occa-
sional TV roles following
“Only the Lonely,” O’Hara
spoke of her distaste for the
style of acting that seemed to
prevail: actors mumbling
their lines to appear more
natural.

Her advice to those younger
performers was flinty and di-
rect. “If you really want it, go
after it,” she told an interview-
er in 2010, “and learn how to
speak properly, for God’s
sake!”

“The Black Swan.” O’Hara died Saturday, at age 95.

Bathmandies inTopsham
crash on Sunday evening
BY BETH BROGAN
BDN STAFF

TOPSHAM — An
80-year-old Bath man was
killed Sunday evening in
a head-on collision on the
Route 196 bypass.

Raymond Lamarche ap-
parently suffered a medical
emergency, causing his ve-
hicle to cross the center-
line and strike a 1998 Volvo
wagon head-on at 5:45 p.m.,
according to a news release
from the Sagadahoc Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. The
crash was witnessed by a
sheriff’s deputy.

The driver of the Volvo,
Phillip Pinkham, 67, was
extricated from his car
and taken to Maine Medi-
cal Center with injuries
that were not considered
life-threatening.

Topsham emergency
medical personnel per-
formed CPR on Lamarche,
and he was declared dead
at the scene. His passen-
ger, Barbara Johansen, 76,
of Bath, also was taken to
Maine Medical Center
with injuries that were
not life-threatening.

Pinkham was listed in
satisfactory condition
Monday afternoon, a hos-
pital spokeswoman said,
while Johansen was treat-
ed and later released.

The bypass was closed
to traffic for several hours
as the crash was cleared
and police investigated.

Topsham and Bruns-
wick police, as well as
Maine State Police, assist-
ed at the scene. Topsham
and Brunswick police are
reconstructing the crash.

Envoywhopavedway forHaiti election dies
BY STEVE CHAWKINS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

As fires raged in Port-au-
Prince and assassination
squads roamed the streets,
U.S. Ambassador Alvin P.
Adams paid a late-night call
on Lt. Gen. Prosper Avril,
Haiti’s military ruler until
two days earlier.

Avril, who had been oust-
ed from power but refused to
leave, opened his door to the
ambassador at 2 a.m. When
the two sat down on that
March night in 1990, the dap-
per, chain-smoking Adams
was quietly eloquent.

He likened Avril to the
besieged Richard M. Nixon
during the president’s last
days in office. Adams spoke
of his son, Tung, a 25-year-
old U.S. Navy sailor who
was killed the previous year
in a catastrophic explosion
on the Iowa. He spoke of the
family members whom his
Vietnam-born wife, Mai,
had lost to war.

And in the streets of Port-

au-Prince, he reminded the
general, Haitians were
dying, and many more were
likely to die in the chaos
triggered by Avril’s refusal
to depart.

“You are not the only one
with tragedies,” Adams told
him. “There are ways to deal
with tragedies.”

Just after dawn, the mili-
tary strongman and his fam-
ily boarded a U.S. military
plane for refuge in Florida.
A justice on Haiti’s Supreme
Court — the country’s first
female lawyer, Ertha Pascal-
Trouillot — became the pro-
visional head of govern-
ment. The following year,
Haiti held its first legitimate
election since its founding
in 1804.

Adams, whose career
landed him in hot spots
around the world and who is
credited with paving the
way for democratic rule —
however brief — in impover-
ished Haiti, died Oct. 10 at
his home in Portland, Ore.
He was 73.

The cause was a heart at-
tack, his cousin Kane Phelps
said.

Adams served in State De-
partment posts in Vietnam
and was U.S. ambassador in
Djibouti, on the Horn of Af-
rica, before his Haiti posting
in 1989. He was ambassador
to Peru from 1993 to 1996,
when he retired from gov-
ernment service.

When he arrived in Haiti,
his speech at the airport
riled government officials.
In fluent Creole, he cited a
proverb that was seen as a
call for open elections. “A
loaded donkey cannot stand
still,” he told the crowd.
From then on, Adams was
known in Haiti — a country
still plodding toward democ-
racy — as “bourik chaje” —
Creole for “loaded donkey.”

Adams was unabashed
about encouraging a vote.

“He immediately broke
with his predecessor’s dis-
credited policy of quiet faith
in the army to support the
electoral process,” Human

Rights Watch said in 1990.
Columnist Jack Anderson

agreed, writing that Adams’
“firm speeches on democra-
cy have made him a hit with
the desperate masses.”

When the masses ulti-
mately voted for leftist
priest Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide, Adams broke out an-
other Creole proverb:
“Apres bal, tanbou lou”:
After the ball, the drums are
heavy.

Aristide was toppled in a
violent coup 10 months
later, and Adams was cred-
ited with getting him safely
out of the country, holding
hostile Haitian soldiers at
bay for three hours until a
plane from Venezuela could
take the deposed leader
away.

The charismatic Aristide
was twice exiled, and twice
was returned to power.

Adams received a State
Department award for valor,
citing his “acts of heroism,
taken at great personal
risk.”
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