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It’s not the yellow of the
morning sun or of anything
it shines upon.

But in the early 1970s, the
garish “optic yellow” of the
modern tennis ball was the
color of change, and Mike
Davies, who helped trans-
form tennis from a country
club pastime to a billion-dol-
lar sports enterprise, em-
braced it.

“I remember saying to
him, ‘Mike you can’t do
this,’” Butch Buchholz, Da-
vies’ friend and fellow mem-
ber of the International Ten-
nis Hall of Fame, said last
week. “There’s no way this
is going to happen.”

But it did. Even though
old-school tennis officials
were cold to the idea, Davies
introduced the yellow tennis
ball at tournaments so home
viewers could more easily
follow the action on TV.

“Wimbledon was aghast,”
he later said.

Davies, who popularized
professional tennis with TV-
friendly innovations such as
the colored ball, colored
clothing, major pro tours,
and top-dollar jackpots, died
Tuesday at his home in
Sarasota, Florida. He was 79.

Last spring, he was diag-
nosed with mesothelioma, a
condition linked to asbestos
exposure. How he got it is
unclear, but Buchholz said
he may have contracted it in
Swansea, the industrial city
in Wales where he grew up.

“He was a pioneer,” Buch-
holz said. “He never lost his
passion for tennis.”

Born in Swansea on Jan.
9, 1936, Michael Grenfell Da-
vies first played tennis at 11.
He was Britain’s top-ranked
player in 1957, 1959 and 1960.
In 1964, when he came to
California and started teach-
ing at the Jack Kramer Ten-
nis Club in Rolling Hills Es-
tates, he was rated eighth in
the world.

But Davies (pronounced
Davis) was frustrated. Ten-
nis was a stratified sport,
with the International Lawn
Tennis Federation drawing
an impassable line between
amateurs, who were allowed
to compete at prestigious
venues such as Wimbledon,
and professionals, who
barnstormed through the
world on one-night stands
for modest pay.

“They wanted ‘yes-sir, no-
sir, three-bags-full’ people,”
he told the website Wales
Online. “I wasn’t like that. I
used to say what I thought
about this outdated, class-
conscious organization, and
they didn’t like it.”

In 1968, Davies joined
Texas oil heir Lamar Hunt
in a breakaway group called
World Championship Ten-
nis, which led the way in
softening the distinction be-
tween amateurs and profes-
sionals and paving the way
for matches played before
huge TV audiences.

“This is a modern age and
not a time to be doing things
the way people did them 70
years ago,” Hunt told the
Los Angeles Times in 1971.
“When pro football shows a
profit here, the British are
horrified. When we fill
50,000 seats, the British say
that’s not gentlemanly. I’ve
got to believe we have a
more progressive outlook
here in America.”

As the WCT’s executive
director until 1981, Davies
created the first tennis tour-
nament series on national
TV. He instituted 90-second
breaks every two games, al-
lowing for commercials. He
sold blockbuster TV con-
tracts and attracted record-
breaking audiences; the
WCT’s 1972 final in Dallas
between Ken Rosewall and
Rod Laver drew more than
21 million viewers.

As the sport evolved, Da-
vies went on to head the In-
ternational Tennis Federa-
tion, the Association of Ten-

nis Professionals, and the
Pilot Pen tournament,
which became the Connecti-
cut Open.

Anne Worcester, former
director of the Women’s
Tennis Association and cur-
rently tournament director
of the Connecticut Open,
saw him as a mentor.

“He was definitely anti-
establishment and he defi-
nitely ruffled feathers,” she
said. “All he cared about
was to find a way for profes-
sionals to be compensated
fairly and for creating a
commercial marketplace to
support that.”

Davies’ survivors include
his wife, Mina; four chil-
dren; and four grandchil-
dren.

In 2012, when he was in-
ducted into the Internation-
al Tennis Hall of Fame in
Newport, Rhode Island, he
told a favorite story about
setting up a tournament for
the shah of Iran.

Davies sent the ITF’s rep-
resentative in London to
meet with an Iranian gener-
al and outline the group’s
requirements: $50,000 in
prize money, a crew of ball
boys, and some linesmen
with good eyesight.

The general agreed to ev-
erything. The money and
ball boys were no problem.
And a dozen men from the
shah’s cadre of snipers
would make the calls.

“The players said later
that the line calls were ex-
ceptionally good,” Davies
told the website Wales On-
line. “I wasn’t like that. I
used to say what I thought
about this outdated, class-
conscious organization, and
they didn’t like it.”

In 1968, Davies joined
Texas oil heir Lamar Hunt
in a breakaway group called
World Championship Ten-
nis, which led the way in
softening the distinction be-
tween amateurs and profes-
sionals and paving the way
for matches played before
huge TV audiences.
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Robert “Bobby” Bonds, 61,
of Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylva-
nia, an Amtrak executive
who used his own recovery
from addiction to fuel a pro-
gram designed to help oth-
ers, died Thursday, Oct. 29,
of cancer at home.

A 39-year Amtrak employ-
ee, Bonds devoted his life to
Operation RedBlock, a drug
and alcohol intervention and
prevention program at the
rail company that has grown
to be a model for the nation
and Europe.

Developed more than 30
years ago, it provided guide-
lines for employees’ families
and friends on how to per-
suade loved ones to kick
their addictions and stay
substance-free.

The program also used
peer pressure and involve-
ment to prevent employees
from using alcohol and drugs
while operating trains or

while on call for such work.
A nationally and interna-

tionally known speaker,
Bonds trained 25,000 lay pro-
fessionals, volunteers and
mental health professionals
in Europe and the United
States, according to the Unit-
ed Transportation Union.

“Mr. Bonds was a trust-
worthy friend to many,
known for his strong leader-
ship, his ability to bring peo-
ple together, and his positive
outlook on life,” the union
said in a statement.

Bonds’ professional ac-
complishments were
dwarfed by his 34-year per-
sonal recovery from drug
abuse. His struggle empow-
ered him to hold out hope for
the lives of addicts and their
families.

“Bobby had a favorite say-
ing: ‘Don’t quit five minutes
before the miracle happens,’
” his family said.

“Anyone who was lucky
enough to come into contact
with Bobby recognized im-

mediately that he was larger
than life,” longtime friend
Tony Iannone said. “He was
loyal, passionate, and gave
himself freely to people in
need.”

Operation RedBlock pro-
vides education, counseling,
references for treatment, and
a mechanism for employees
to take the day off without
reprisal if they were im-
paired when called in for
work.

Born in Bryn Mawr, Penn-
sylvania, Bonds graduated
from Harriton High School
and Harcum Junior College.
In his 40s, he earned a mas-
ter’s degree in human ser-
vices from Lincoln Universi-
ty.

The bulk of his career was
spent developing and admin-
istering assistance programs
for Amtrak as a national di-
rector. He retired in 2014.

His empathetic nature led
him not only to help people
but also to build awareness
and understanding of the

struggle those with addic-
tions face.

Bonds directed 155 union-
led prevention committees,
including 2,400 volunteer
committee members and 30
peer counselors across the
United States to carry out
drug and alcohol prevention
and intervention.

He served as the liaison
between Amtrak’s manage-
ment and 16 rail labor orga-
nizations.

“I can’t begin to count the
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Trainmen
members and Amtrak em-
ployees whose lives Bobby
not only touched but saved
in a very significant way,”
said Mark Kenny, BLET gen-
eral chairman, International
Brotherhood of Teamsters
Rail Conference.

Bonds received presiden-
tial achievement awards from
three administrations for his
work with RedBlock. He
pushed for new ways to en-
hance RedBlock’s outreach.
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MAYNARD H. "MO" OLIVER

DEER ISLE - Maynard H.
"Mo" Oliver, 78, husband of
the late Harriet Oliver,
passed away peacefully Sat-
urday October 31, 2015 in
Deer Isle with his loving
family at his side. He was
born April 23, 1937, son of
Lawrence and Esther (Rob-
bins) Oliver.

His career path took many
different directions, some of
which were: master stone
cutter at several quarries,
lobster and scallop fisher-
man, as captain of his own
boat and as a crew member
on many other boats.

He was an avid sports fan,
but especially a huge red
Sox fan. He was also an avid
gardener. He loved spending
the summers in his veg-
etable garden. What he most
enjoyed about gardening
was giving all the vegetables
away to his many friends
around the island. When he
didn't have enough of his
own vegetables to share, he
would help himself to the
gardens of his children when
he didn't think they were
looking.

In addition to his parents,
Maynard was predeceased
by wife and love of his life
Harriet, daughter Kris Ann
Oliver, very special grand-
son Jarvis Oliver, son-in-law
Ricky Shepard, and brothers
Lawrence Oliver Jr. and El-
den Oliver.

He is survived by his four
children: Brent Oliver and
his wife Susan of Deer Isle,
Sonda Klemenz and her hus-
band Keith of Little Deer Isle,
Gidget Fagerberg and her
husband Eric of Attleboro,
MA, and Scott Oliver and his
wife Rita of Deer Isle. May-
nard was an AMAZING
grandfather to Jennifer,
Kristina, Hollan, Elizabeth,
Kasey, Lindsay, Lucas, Ma-
son, Ethan, and Richard and
his honorary grandson Leon.
Also to his great-grandchil-
dren Germanie, Jaden,
Campbell, Julian, Chelsea
and Caylee. Also survived by
brothers: Bruce Oliver of
Stonington, Benny Oliver
and his wife Debby of Ston-
ington, Clarence Oliver and
his wife Anita of Stonington;
sister-in-law Helen Oliver of
Stonington, brother-in-law
Del Gross of Stonington, sis-
ter-in-law Nancy Bray of
Stonington and many nieces
and nephews.

Memorial services will be
Saturday November 14, 2015
at 3:00 pm at the Communi-
ty of Christ Church, Burnt
Cove Road, Stonington with
Cheryl Brown officiating.
Burial will be private. In lieu
of flowers, donations can be
sent to the Congregational
Church in Deer Isle for their
fuel assistance for island
residents program. Online
condolences may be offered
to the family at

www.direct
cremationofmaine.com.

MARILYN BERNICE

(LOVELL) SMITH

HERMON AND DOVER-
FOXCROFT - Marilyn Bernice
(Lovell) Smith, 87, went
home to the loving arms of
her Lord, Saturday, Novem-
ber 7, 2015, at a Dover-Fox-
croft healthcare facility. She
was born October 13, 1928,
in Milo, to Albion and Faye
(Davis) Lovell.

Marilyn was a loving wife,
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister and
aunt. She could always be
found in the kitchen baking.
She will be remembered for
her molasses cookies. Her
family meant everything to
her. Marilyn was a member
of Hermon Baptist Church
where she was the choir di-
rector for many years. She
enjoyed her music. She and
her husband, Bev, enjoyed
their retirement in Florida
each winter.

In addition to her parents,
Marilyn was predeceased by
the love of her life, Beverly
Smith; and brothers, Dana
and Gordon Lovell. She is
survived by daughter, Kathy
and Charlie Overlock of Her-
mon; three sons, Larry and
Nancy Smith of Milo, David
and Diana Smith of Ocala,
FL., and Matt Smith and girl-
friend, Arline Emerson of
Hermon; special grand-
daughter, Lisa Yoder; grand-
children, Angie and Tom Bar-
nett, Kara and Dave Wittmer,
Jeryme and Joanna Smith,
Kelley and Greg Dean, Laura
and Wally Gogan, Kevin
Smith and girlfriend, Ashlee
Chase, Scott and Heather
Smith, Eric Lewis, Ashley
Lewis, Lynn and Jamie Fitz-
patrick, and Muriel Emerson;
special caregiver to the end
and great-granddaughter,
Sarah and Dustin Charrier;
great-grandchildren, Josh
Yoder, Thomas Barnett and
girlfriend, Abbe Soohey, Dy-
lan Barnett, Colby and Torria
Wittmer, Taylor Smith, Aleah
and Ava Dean, Wyatt and
Hailey Gogan, Taylor, Austin,
Alyssa and Tyeler Smith,
Maddie McDougall, Kaleigh
Fitzpatrick, Claira Sanders
and Autumn Chase; special
niece, Joanne Graves; and
special nephew, Gordon
Lovell; as well as many
nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends.

The family would like to
express their deepest appre-
ciation to the staff of Hilltop
Manor for the excellent care
and love shown to "Mama"
for her time there.

Friends may call 9-10
a.m., Saturday, November
14, at Hermon Baptist
Church, 2496 Route 2, Her-
mon, where a celebration of
her life will be held at 10
a.m., with Pastor Garnett
Chute, officiating.The family
invites relatives and friends
to share in conversation and
refreshments in the church
dining hall after the service.
Gifts in her memory may be
sent to Hermon Baptist
Church; or to the American
Cancer Society, Relay for
Life, care of Lisa Yoder, 707
York Road, Hermon, ME
04401. Condolences to the
family may be expressed at

www.BrookingsSmith.com.

BARBARA THOMPSON

TALBOT

E ST E R O, F L A N D
PRESQUE ISLE - Barbara
Thompson Talbot, 82,
passed away November 6,
2015. She was born Septem-
ber 9, 1933 in Presque Isle,
ME.

Barbara was a loving
mother, grandmother and
devoted wife to her husband
Joe of fifty-two years until
his passing in 2004. It was at
the Presque Isle Air Force
Base where Barbara met the
love of her life. Barbara and
Joe moved to Rhode Island
where Joe completed phar-
macy school and began their
family. They returned to
Aroostook County with their
four children, where she was
excited to raise her family.
Barbara loved being a moth-
er and wife most of all, and
spent her life doting on her
husband, children and even-
tually, her beloved grandchil-
dren. She was the glue that
held the family together. Bar-
bara was known to be an en-
thusiastic storyteller, and
kept the kids entertained for
hours. There was not any-
thing she would not do for
her children or grandchil-
dren, whether it be parasail-
ing or taking yet another
swim in the pool. She did
whatever her family needed
her to do, and she was al-
ways pleased to oblige.
Family and friends were Bar-
bara's passion and delight.
She loved golfing, traveling
and spending quality time
with her family and many
friends. She enjoyed her
winters in Estero, FL and,
being the social butterfly she
was, she built another
strong contingent of friends
there as well over the years.

Barbara was a kind, caring
and compassionate mother,
grandmother, wife and
friend. She will be sorely
missed by those whose lives
she touched. Very few peo-
ple leave such a mark on the
world as Barbara did.

She is survived by a
daughter Debra Talbot Mc-
Givern and her husband,
Dennis, of Merrimack, NH; a
son Michael Joseph Talbot
and his wife, Judy, of Hud-
son, OH; a son Douglas T.
Talbot and his wife, Theresa,
of Presque Isle, ME; and a
daughter Maureen Talbot
McMullin and her husband,
Tim, of Scarborough, ME; as
well as eight grandchildren,
Kelly Bennett. Ryan and
Meagan McGivern, Christo-
pher and Sean Talbot,
Mckenzie and Matthew Tal-
bot and Cameron McMullin;
two great-grandchildren
Zachary and Connor Ben-
nett; and a sister Bobbie Ire-
land of Presque Isle, ME.
Predeceasing her was her
sister, Eileen Young.

A Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated at St.
Mary's Catholic Church on
Main Street in Presque Isle
on Friday November 13th at
10:00 am with the Reverend
Kyle Doustou celebrant. In
lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made in Barbara's
memory to the Joseph N.
Talbot Family Pharmacy
Scholarship Fund, c/o City
Drug Store, 159 Academy
Street, Presque Isle, ME
04769. Memories and con-
dolences may be expressed
to the family at

www.duncan-graves.com

DOROTHY L. TRACY

BREWER - Dorothy L.
(Coburn) Tracy, 94, wife of
the late Charles Tracy, Sr.,
died Nov. 8, 2015 in Brewer.
She was born May 22, 1921
in Saco, the daughter of
George W. and Susie
(Coolbrith) Coburn.

Dorothy and her husband
were residents of Southern
Maine for many years. She
was a graduate of Gorham
State Teachers College and
taught elementary school in
Biddeford for 10 years be-
fore retiring. Dorothy operat-
ed a bakery out of her home
for a time and she was a de-
voted homemaker, wife,
mother, grandmother and
great grandmother. She en-
joyed drawing, painting, do-
ing crafts, going to camp in
Norway and she loved her
pets.

Surviving are one son,
Charles Tracy, Jr. and his
wife, Nancy of Brewer and
one daughter, Edith Worobe
and her husband, James of
Modesto, CA; three grand-
children, Robert LeMoine,
Tracy Worobe and Amybeth
Worobe; two great grand-
children, Riley and Jasmin
Worobe. She was prede-
ceased by her husband in
2002, her son, Timothy in
2008, her daughter, Carol
LeMoine in 2009 and her
brother in 1989.

A graveside service hon-
oring Dorothy's life will be
held 10 AM Thursday, Nov.
12, 2015 at Brooklawn
Memorial Park, Portland with
Rev. Philip Shearman, pre-
siding. For those who wish,
memorial contributions may
be made to the Alzheimer's
Association, Maine Chapter,
383 US Route One, Suite 2C,
Scarborough, ME 04074. Ar-
rangements by Kiley & Foley
Funeral Service, 69 State St.,
Brewer.

www.kileyandfoley.com

SHIRLEY M. PERRIER

FORT FAIRFIELD AND
CARIBOU - Shirley M.
Perrier, 93, died peacefully
Nov. 4, 2015 after an extend-
ed illness. She was born Ju-
ly 12,1922 in Fort Fairfield,
the daughter of A Wade and
Beulah (Churchill) Marshall.

She was a graduate of
Fort Fairfield High School
and Mercy Hospital School
of Nursing. Shirley was a RN
working for 36 years at Ft
Fairfield Community General
Hospital then TAMC in
Presque Isle. She was a
member of Beta Sigma Phi,
FF Hospital Guild, Ladies
Auxiliary VFW and Eastern
Star Lunar Chpt #126.
Shirley will be remembered
for her spunk and ability to
make people laugh. She
loved family gatherings,
scheming good practical
jokes, playing cribbage and
always getting "the cut."

She is survived by one
daughter, Sandra Albair and
her husband William of
Hampden, one son-in-law,
Idris Lawrence of Glenburn,
two grandchildren, Jered Al-
bair and his wife Amy of
Aldie, VA and Margaux Al-
bair and her husband, Amar
Singh, of Chicago, six great
grandchildren, two nieces
and two nephews. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was
predeceased by one daugh-
ter, Susan Lawrence, one
grandson, John Lawrence,
three brothers, Winston
(Bud) Sr., US Army S Sgt
Thomas, and George Mar-
shall.

Those who wish may con-
tribute in her memory to
Wounded Warrior Project PO
Box 758517,Topeka, KS.
Spring graveside burial ser-
vices will be held at River-
side Cemetery Ft Fairfield.
Arrangements by Greenlawn
Funeral Directors Bangor.

PETER WALDRON

DIAMOND

NORTHPORT - Peter Wal-
dron Diamond, 75, peaceful-
ly passed away on Tuesday,
October 6, 2015 in Wheeling,
IL. Peter was a longtime resi-
dent of Northport, ME.

He is survived by his two
sons, Matthew (Dana) Dia-
mond of Arlington Heights,
IL, James Diamond of
Pasadena, TX, their mother
Donna Diamond of Danvers,
MA, six grandchildren, his
brother Jack (Elizabeth) Dia-
mond of Warren, RI, and lov-
ing cousin Cleta (Ira) Stock-
well of Westbrook, ME. He is
preceded in death by his par-
ents John D. Diamond and
Mattie W. Diamond.

A memorial service will
be held at 1PM Saturday
November 14, 2015 at Maple
Grove Cemetery in Mechanic
Falls, ME. The family has re-
quested that in lieu of flow-
ers donations be made to
the Belfast Free Library 106
High St, Belfast, ME 04915.
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