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obituaries

In Loving Memory Of
DONALD MOIR

Mar. 3, 1926 - June 10, 2001

This is my 15th Christmas
without you and I'll be very
sad. We had 55 and a half
years together, and it was a
life of joy and happiness. I
am lonesome here without
you and I miss you more
each day. Life for me is not
the same and I know it never

will be. I have cried
thousands of tears. There
are many nights I have

dreamed I had you back, just
to wake up and find you are
not here. If I had one prayer
that could be answered, it
would be to have you back.

Your loving wife, Vesta

In Loving Memory Of
KRISTIE DAWN COLLINS

Nov. 21, 1989 - Dec. 26, 2011

We are the rememberers,
the people left behind to
keep the one that's gone
from us alive in heart &
mind; the people left to
cherish & preserve your
legacy.Yes we are the

rememberers and we will
ALWAYS be.

Love you, Uncle Mike, Vicki,
James & Grampy

In Loving Memory Of
KRISTIE DAWN COLLINS

Nov. 21, 1989 - Dec. 26, 2011

It broke our hearts to lose
you, but you didn't go alone.
Part of us went with you, the
day God called you home.

Love and miss you,
your family.

In Loving Memory Of
ROBERT A DAVIS

Feb. 28, 1925 - Dec. 25, 2007

May the winds of Heaven
blow softly and whisper in
your ear how much we love
and miss you and wish that

you were here!
Always on our minds and

forever in our hearts.
Love Betty, Glenn and Liz,

Jeff and Gayle
and Grandchildren

In Memoriam

STEWART GARDINER

BELFAST - Stewart Gar-
diner, 90, passed away on

Sunday, De-
cember 20th,
2015, at his

home.
He was born on March 12,

1925 in Thorndike to the late
Rufus and Laura (Bolstridge)
Gardiner.

Stewart was an avid
hunter and fisherman who
enjoyed a good moose or
bear hunt and was success-
ful on many occasions.
Stewart was always eager to
share in a good hunting sto-
ry. He was a veteran of the
Korean War.

Stewart was predeceased
by his beloved wife June
and son Edward. His broth-
e rs George , Merton ,
Lohman, Maurice, Earl, and
Robert Gardiner. His sisters
Althea Lassalle, Winnie
Howes, Coral Furrow, Verla
Gardiner, Lona Gardiner and
Elinor Howes.

He is survived by his
daughters, Rebecca Thomp-
son and Dale Ricker, Brenda
Frost, Peggy Howes and
husband David, Lisa Rediker
and Joe McDevitt and sever-
al beloved grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Visiting hours will be held
from 11-12 pm on December
31, 2015 at Riposta funeral
home. A graveside service
will take place in the spring
at Grove Cemetery Belmont
Ave., Belfast.

Arrangements are by Ri-
posta Funeral Home, 182
Waldo Ave, Belfast. Memo-
ries and condolences may
offered to the family at

www.ripostafh.com

LETA B. ADAMS

LINNEUS - Leta B. Adams,
90, passed away December
22, 2015 in Houlton. She was
born October 1, 1925 in Lin-
neus, the daughter of J. Gor-
don and Addie (Webster)
Bates.

Leta worked for several
years as a telephone opera-
tor for the NE Telephone and
Telegraph Company. She
loved the outdoors, especial-
ly gardening. She liked pick-
ing fiddleheads and wild
berries then give them away.

Leta is survived by several
nieces and nephews and
was predeceased by her par-
ents, her husband, Lee and
son, Byron as well as four
sisters: Delicia Kenney, Max-
ine Bither, Glenice Vachon,
Madeline Adams, and three
brothers: Gordon, George
and Donald.

A graveside service will
be announced in the Spring.
Friends may make gifts in
Leta's memory to the Houl-
ton Humane Society or the
charity of one's choice in c/o
Bowers Funeral Home, PO
Box 579, Houlton, ME 04730.
For online condolences
please visit

www.bowersfuneral.com

JON WING LUM

LUBEC - Jon Wing Lum
passed away, Dec. 18, 2015.

"Wing" was a devoted
family man and maverick
filmmaker, but most of all, a
sensitive and compassionate
person. For the last 15 years,
he lived at Carrying Place
Cove.

He is survived by his wife,
three children and four
grandchildren. His family,
colleagues, students and
many friends will miss him
deeply.

A memorial will be held
on Monday, December 28,
from 3-7 p.m. at Crow Town
Gallery, 406 South Lubec
Road, Lubec, ME 04652,
www.crowtowngallery.com.
Light refreshments will be
served and some of his work
will be shown. His family
would like to honor his
memory by celebrating his
life. He was a great dancer
who loved musicians -- and
their music -- so this gather-
ing will create a space and
time for both! For more in-
formation, please contact his
family at 808-590-2007 or
845-332-6657. For a complete
obituary, please visit obituari
es.bangordailynews.com/
obituaries/bdnmaine. Con-
dolences and remembrances
may be shared at:
www.mcclurefamilyfuneral.com.

In Memoriam
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Families copingwith addiction
BY LISA KASHINSKY
THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE

NORTH ANDOVER, Mas-
sachusetts — When Patrick
Driscoll started working in
the funeral services busi-
ness nearly two decades ago,
drug overdose deaths were
rare.

To the same end, Driscoll,
owner of Driscoll Funeral
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice in Haverhill, said dying
of an overdose was not
something families openly
discussed during the funeral
process, creating “almost a
mystery of what a person
passed of.”

“Naturally, the family
knew. But the extended fam-
ily and friends were still left
in the dark that this person
was still struggling with the
disease,” he said.

But over the past couple
years — especially as offi-
cials began to openly refer to
opiate abuse as a statewide
epidemic — funeral direc-
tors and clergy members
have seen a shift in how
forthcoming families are
about their loved one’s
cause of death.

From obituaries to funer-
al services, families are
being more open about the
role addiction has played in
their loss, with some using
that honesty as a tool to help
educate others about the dis-
ease.

Laying them to rest Pat-
rick Driscoll, owner of
Driscoll Funeral Home in
Haverhill, says when he
started his business four
years ago, families rarely
talked about the role addic-
tion played in the loss of a
loved one. Now, many are
being more open in hopes of
helping others.

“Society has become
much more open in explain-
ing, especially when we see
families that share it be-
cause they want to help
other people in the same cir-
cumstances,” Driscoll said.
“They say, ‘We want them to
be aware that this can hap-
pen. It’s not a reason for
them to be ashamed about
it.’ It’s an opportunity for
them to educate other peo-
ple that this can happen.”

A growing trend
Driscoll began working at

a funeral home when he was
15 years old, going on to col-
lege to become a licensed fu-
neral director. He had his
family purchase a house at
309 South Main St. in the
Bradford section of Haver-
hill and in 2011, opened
Driscoll Funeral Home.

Since starting the busi-
ness, Driscoll said he’s seen
a shift surrounding the opi-
ate epidemic.

“When someone passed
away from an overdose be-
fore, that was a rare circum-
stance; that was every once
in a while,” he said. “Now,
with the epidemic going on
in the past two years, it’s a
more common occurrence.
Now it’s happening once a
week, twice a week.”

Regardless of the circum-
stances, the funeral process
for Driscoll begins when a
family contacts the funeral
home following a death. He
meets with the family to
plan next steps, including
whether the body will be
buried or cremated, and
what type of service, if any,
the family desires.

While the increasing
prevalence of overdose
deaths doesn’t change that
process, it has changed some
of the conversations that
take place during it, Driscoll
said.

Laying them to rest Pat-
rick Driscoll, owner of
Driscoll Funeral Home in
Haverhill, talks about the
heroin epidemic that has re-
sulted in a dramatic shift in
the profile of families turn-
ing to directors of funeral
homes to memorialize their
lost loved ones.

“It’s still the same steps,”
he said. “It’s just the per-
son’s life that we’re celebrat-
ing is not a 95-year-old man
or woman who’s lived a long
life with many children and
grandchildren. It’s not a life
that is fulfilled or a life long
lived. It’s a life that is cut
short way beyond the years
by a disease.”

More often than not, over-
dose victims are in their 20s
and 30s; younger adults
whose parents often times
weren’t aware their child
was continuing to use drugs,
Driscoll said.

“They may have (known)
at one time, but it’s obvi-
ously a sudden death and a
shock to the family that still
had plans for that person,”
he said. “The day we meet to
make funeral arrangements
they’re supposed to be meet-
ing them for a gathering or
lunch.”

But instead of glossing
over the role drugs played in
these untimely deaths like
before, families are now
being more open about the
circumstances, from identi-
fying overdose as the cause
of death in obituaries to di-
recting donations toward
treatment centers.

“Families want other peo-
ple to know that this is a
disease that can take your
life and are no longer shun-
ning that the person passed
of (drug issues) because they
want to help other families
and people to not go through
the same circumstances

they’re going through,”
Driscoll said.

“They no longer are
afraid of sharing what the
person passed of because it
truly is a disease.”

Shift in society
Aaron Goodro, a pastor at

First Baptist Church of
Plaistow, has seen a similar
trend in the funerals he’s
presided over in New Hamp-
shire during the past few
years.

Laying them to rest Pas-
tor Aaron Goodro of First
Baptist Church in Plaistow
leads a gathering at the
church in November 2014
for those affected by addic-
tion. He says he has presid-
ed over 12 overdose or addic-
tion-related funerals in the
past 2 1/2 years.

“I’ve done 12 overdose or
addiction-related funerals
in 2 1/2 years,” in Plaistow
and throughout Southern
New Hampshire, he said.
“The change I’ve seen is that
families are more open to
expressing the cause of
death and are being more
honest.”

Similar to Driscoll,
Goodro said he’s seen deaths
of those in their 20s or 30s,
but has even had someone
die from addiction in their
60s. He’s also seen the shift
of families becoming more
willing to mention sub-
stance issues, especially as
the funeral service for their
loved one draws closer.

“It’s so traumatic, so dev-
astating, families feel like
what else do you have to lose
if you mention it to try and
help someone else out?”
Goodro said.

“The families have named
addiction and named hero-
in, and that I think is a
source of strength and it’s
going to give them a little
purpose, as well.”

Both men said they en-
courage families to bring in
personal items — photos,
video clips, belongings — of
the person who died to help
provide them comfort in cel-
ebrating that person’s life.

They also noted how soci-
ety’s changing view of addic-
tion has factored into fami-
lies’ willingness to identify
the role of substance abuse
in deaths. Driscoll frequent-
ly referred to addiction as a
disease, a term that belies
the shift in thinking seen
from communities to law en-
forcement that’s helped
shape how municipalities
across the state deal with
the opiate crisis.

As conversations about
addiction have become more
prevalent in communities,
Goodro said people are now
understanding how others
can “stumble into addic-

tion,” including through
prescription medication
use, as is the case with some
opiate addicts.

“I think the community is
a little more sensitive to it,
or has a little bit more com-
passion now knowing that
people come into addiction
from many ways instead of
just failure,” Goodro said.

Growing from experience
As they help more fami-

lies who have lost loved ones
to addiction, Driscoll and
Goodro’s own views on the
matter have been affected.

While Driscoll has not
known anyone personally
afflicted by the disease, at 33
years old, he’s seen many
families burying loved ones
who are his age or younger.

“I think how that would
affect my family if they were
the ones sitting at the con-
ference table with us, or my
sister sitting at the table
with us, rather than the
other side, it being a family
of someone who’s 90 years
old,” Driscoll said.

He added, “I also know
that I have a job to do in
order to help the family in
the process of where they
need to be and where they’re
going — to get them through
the grieving process to cele-
brate that person’s life.”

For Goodro, who has
worked in churches in
Southern New Hampshire
since 1998 and as a social
worker, his experience with
addiction extends beyond
funeral services. At his
church, he holds worship
services for addicts and
their families, as well as
those who have lost loved
ones, on the third Sunday of
each month.

Laying them to rest Pas-
tor Aaron Goodro of First
Baptist Church in Plaistow
hands out glow sticks to all
attending a 2014 gathering at
the church for those affected
by addiction. During a mo-
ment of prayer and reflec-
tion, each person placed a
glow stick down to form a
cross and heart shape before
interacting with each other.

He’s also known some of
the people for whom he has
been called on later to per-
form their funerals, either
before they befell addiction
or in the midst of it — some-
thing he said “probably dev-
astates me the most.”

“I have a lot more re-
sources now of other fami-
lies that have been through”
losing a family member to
addiction, he said. “My pas-
sion for people who suffer
from addiction has grown
greatly.”

Follow reporter Lisa
Kashinsky on Twitter
@lisakash23.

Loved ones becomemore open as drug overdose deathsmount

Nobel Laureate
medical researcher
Gilman dies at 74
BY JON HERSKOVITZ
REUTERS

AUSTIN, Texas — Dr. Al-
fred Gilman, a Nobel Laure-
ate medical researcher
known for groundbreaking
work on cells and diseases,
has died at the age of 74 after
a long illness, the University
of Texas Southwestern Med-
ical School said.

Gilman and Martin Rod-
bell won the 1994 Nobel
Prize in Physiology or Medi-
cine for their discovery of
the G-protein, the mecha-
nism that receives messages
in a human cell and con-
nects them to the correct
destination.

Gilman said at the time
that his and Rodbell’s work
was closely linked to under-
standing and treating diffi-
cult diseases.

“When we understand all
those pathways, we’ll have a
much better understanding
of how to use drugs to con-
trol them,” he said after re-
ceiving the prize.

Gilman served as the
chairman of pharmacology
at UT Southwestern for
more than two decades. He
retired from the Medical
Center in 2009, the school
said in a news release.

He died on Wednesday,
the school said.

Gilman also fought on be-
half of science, taking on the
Texas Board of Education
about five years ago when it
wanted to reduce the teach-
ing of evolution in state
schools, the school said.

“Failure to provide our
children with a sound, mod-
ern education puts them at a
serious disadvantage when
they compete or engage with
therestof the world,” hewrote
in an opinion piece in 2009.

Gilman’s interest in sci-
ence was sparked at the age
of about 10 when his father
started to take him into his
laboratory, he said. The se-
nior Alfred Gilman was
founding chairman of phar-
macology at the Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine in
New York.

In 2013, Gilman resigned
from a Texas cancer re-
search institute championed
by disgraced cyclist Lance
Armstrong, apparently tak-
ing issue with a $20 million
grant that was not reviewed
by science experts.

“Dr. Gilman was a giant in
medical research. His discov-
ery of G proteins and their
critical functions is a corner-
stone of research across virtu-
ally every important domain
of medicine,” said Dr. Daniel
Podolsky, president of UT
Southwestern Medical Center.

Algerian independence
hero Ait Ahmed dies
REUTERS

ALGIERS — Hocine Ait
Ahmed, one of the heroes of
Algeria’s war of indepen-
dence against France and a
leading opposition figure,
has died in Switzerland at
the age of 89, official sources
said on Wednesday.

One of the founding mem-
bers of the resistance to
French colonial rule in the
1950s, Ahmed helped launch
the independence war that
eventually brought the
North African country to
freedom in 1962.

But he soon sought more
political pluralism in oppo-
sition to the one-party rule
of the National Liberation
Front.

“This is a symbol of Alge-
ria’s independence as well
as a respected leader who
campaigned for democra-
cy,” a senior government of-
ficial told Reuters.

No further details were
immediately available.

A founding leader of the
resistance in 1954, Ait
Ahmed was among a group
of senior figures famously
captured two years later
when French air force jets
intercepted their airplane
and forced it to land. During
the war, he once organized a
post office robbery to help
fund the rebellion.

After independence, he
broke with the new govern-
ment and formed the Front
of Socialist Forces (FFS)
party in 1963. He called the
country’s new rulers un-
democratic.

He was arrested but es-
caped jail and sought exile
in Switzerland, becoming a
symbol of uncompromising,
principled opposition. He re-
turned at times to Algeria
and was always opposed to
the military’s role in poli-
tics.

Free beginner’s
yoga in Brewer

BREWER — Beginner’s
yoga will be offered free
10:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, at Brewer Public
Library, 100 South Main
St.

The program is open to all
ages, but space is limited.
Register by calling the li-
brary at 989-7943.

BLOGS
ABOUND
Peruse our blogs.

bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs


