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Potato growers await insecticide decision
BY JEN LYNDS
BDN STAFF

PRESQUE ISLE — Potato
growers in Maine are cau-
tiously watching the ac-
tions of the Environmental
Protection Agency as it re-
views federal regulations
for a popular insecticide
that can be harmful to bees.

Imidacloprid is an effec-
tive insecticide against the
Colorado potato beetle,
which can seriously dam-
age potato crops, according
to Don Flannery, executive
director of the Maine Potato
Board.

The EPA is reviewing use
of the pesticide as required
every 15 years to ensure it
is still useful without caus-
ing “unreasonable adverse
effects on human health or
the environment.”

As part of that review
process, the EPA has
completed a draft ecologi-
cal risk assessment for
agricultural uses of the
pesticide and has opened
a public comment period
that is supposed to end
March 15.

The National Potato
Council has asked for an
extension to finish survey-
ing potato growers for addi-
tional information about
their use of the insecticide,
“including observations of
any decline or negative ef-
fects on the bee popula-
tion.”

Imidacloprid is used to
control pests on a variety of
crops, including rice,
maize, vegetables, sugar
beets, fruit and cotton.

Flannery said it is “wide-
ly used” by potato farmers
in Maine, though he did not
have specific numbers.

He said imidacloprid was
needed to fight off the Colo-
rado potato beetle, which
“is everywhere. You may
never even see it, but it can
eat right through your
crop.”

The adult beetles and
their larvae feed on the foli-
age of the plants, skeleton-
izing them.

Flannery said he did not
believe use of the pesticide
on potato crops had a big
impact on the bee popula-
tion, because “bees are not

customarily attracted to po-
tatoes.”

“You don’t find bees
hanging around potatoes
too often, they just aren’t
attracted to them,” he said
Friday. “But this bee issue
is in the forefront in re-
cent years because of is-
sues like colony collapse
disorder.”

According to the Nation-
al Pesticide Information
Center, the pesticide’s role
in Colony Collapse Disor-
der is not yet clear. Scien-
tists have shown that plants
grown in treated soil may
have imidacloprid residues
in their nectar and pollen at
levels that are below those
shown to cause effects on
bees in laboratory experi-
ments.

In late January, Edward
Ruckett, an attorney for the
National Potato Council,
sent the EPA a letter re-
questing a 30-day extension
to April 12 for comments on
the draft assessment.

The council pointed out
that imidacloprid is “an im-
portant production tool for
potato growers” and indi-
cated that the organization
was surveying its members
to gather additional infor-
mation concerning “ad-
verse incidents on bees sub-
sequent to [the pesticide’s]
application.”

John Bott, director of
special projects and com-
munications at the Maine
Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry,
said he agrees with Flan-
nery about the impact of
using the pesticide on pota-
toes.

“It appears EPA is doing
due diligences to protect
pollinators through a pre-
liminary risk assessment,
which could mean altering
use patterns on certain
crops. The high risk crops
identified by EPA are cot-
ton and citrus, leaving
Maine [potatoes] in a lower
risk standing with respect

to imidacloprid and pollina-
tors,” he said.

The NPC said it believed
that a 30-day extension was
warranted in order to edu-
cate members about the
draft assessment and to get
them to comment on their
use of and experiences with
imidacloprid.

“Most other insecticides
are not as effective,” Flan-
nery said. “But I really
don’t think that we will lose
it.”

More information on the
draft assessment and an op-
portunity to provide com-
ments can be found at regu-
lations.gov.

BDN FILE

A sprayer treats a potato field in Houlton in 2000.

Ski orienteering
coming to Presque Isle
BY ANTHONY BRINO
BDN STAFF

The North American Ski
Orienteering Champion-
ships are coming to Presque
Isle this weekend.

The sport of ski-orienteer-
ing, or ski-o, blends cross
country ski races and naviga-
tion. Racers are tasked with
reaching a certain number of
locations within a trail sys-
tem and, using a map, finding
their own routes.

“We chose the Nordic
Heritage Center because it
has a fantastic network of
trails,” said Alex Jospe, a
member of the U.S. Women’s
Ski Orienteering team from
Newton, Massachusetts.

“After checking it out
last spring with the event

team, we were sold.”
Ski orienteering is

“unique in that you’re al-
lowed to take shortcuts
through the woods if that
will get you to your check-
point faster,” she said. “The
forest at the Nordic Heritage
Center is pretty open thanks
to the maple sugaring opera-
tion, so I expect that skiers
will be making a lot of short-
cuts.”

Most of the U.S. Ski Ori-
enteering Team will be rac-
ing this weekend, with some
of the competitions being
qualifying races for the
world championships in
March 2017 in Krasnoyarsk,
Russia.

For a complete schedule
of races being run March 11-
13, visit neskio.com.
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Melanie Servuiev of Craftsbury, Vermont, races at the
2015 Junior Ski Orienteering World Championships in
Hamar/Loten, Norway.

Veterans BookGroup
tomeet in Bangor

BANGOR — A free read-
ing and discussion group led
by former service members
Dr. Jeffrey Sychterz, Uni-
versity of Maine at Augusta
and U.S. Navy; and Kirk
Grant, U.S. Army, will meet
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, April 19, at
University of Maine Augus-
ta, Bangor Campus, 1 Uni-
versity Drive. Meetings will
continue 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays,
through May 24.

The book list will include
“I Miss Iraq, I Miss My Gun, I

Miss My War” by Brian
Mockenhaupt, the “Band of
Brothers” speech from
Shakespeare’s “Henry V,”
“War Stories” by Phil Klay
and “Tips for a Smooth Tran-
sition” by Siobhan Fallon.

Veterans and former ser-
vice members of all eras are
invited to attend. Space is
limited and registration is
required.

Call 262-7702 between 7:30
a.m. and 4 p.m. and ask for
the Veterans Reading
Group. The group is offered
in partnership with the Uni-
versity of Maine at Augusta
and Bangor Vet Center.


