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Brunswick police dedicate division to ‘hero cop’
BY BETH BROGAN
BDN STAFF

BRUNSWICK — The
Brunswick Police Depart-
ment’s detectives work from
a room dedicated to former
“hero cop” Kenneth “K.T.”
Taylor, a longtime Bruns-
wick detective who died de-
cades ago but has since in-
spired many to join the
force.

Current and retired
Brunswick police officers
gathered March 13 in the
new police station to dedi-
cate the Criminal Investiga-
tions Division in Taylor’s
memory.

A plaque outside the divi-
sion proclaims it “K.T.’s
Room” and features a photo
of Taylor along with the leg-
islative sentiment remem-
bering him “for his relent-
less determination and skill
in police work, as well as his
genuine concern for human-
kind.”

But it’s the photo of Tay-
lor etched on the plaque that
tells the true story of the de-
tective remembered for te-
nacity and relentless inquis-
itiveness.

In the photo, Taylor is
clad in a white-and-brown-
checked sport coat reminis-
cent of the 1970s. With one
elbow resting over the back
of the chair, Taylor tells it
like it is.

The photo was taken from

a 1983 award-winning docu-
mentary, “Just Another
Missing Kid,” which tells
the story of a Canadian fam-
ily’s frustrating search for
their teenage son, Eric Wil-
son, who disappeared in
1978.

After months of searching
stymied by various local,
state and federal law en-
forcement agencies, Taylor
and Detective Charles Ste-
vens discovered a local resi-
dent driving Wilson’s white
Volkswagen van, with Texas
plates, on Maine Street in
Brunswick.

“Brunswick police were
mystified but determined to
find the owners,” the docu-
mentary states.

Wearing the sport coat
shown on the plaque, Taylor
told how he, too, was frus-
trated with the response to
the search.

“We called out through
the Midwest, we tried to
deal with Texas to find out
where these plates came
from,” Taylor says in the
film. “We talked to the FBI
… and we got the standard
response: ‘We will look into
it, and we’ll get back to
you.’”

But Taylor was deter-
mined. Eventually, he dis-
covered that the van had
never been imported to the
United States, but instead to
Ottawa, Canada. With that
connection made, the Wil-

son family flew to Bruns-
wick and slowly unraveled
the mystery surrounding
the murder of their son. The
murderers were eventually
convicted of killing Wilson.

Taylor died Aug. 5, 1987,
of a heart attack suffered
while at work — “his second
favorite place after home,”
his sister, Taylor Cole, said

Thursday.
The following day, Taylor

was remembered in The
Times Record in a front page
article headlined “Hero de-
tective dead at age 48.”

Taylor “was known
throughout the state for his
uncanny ability to solve
seemingly unsolvable
cases,” Times Record re-

porter Bernie Monegain
wrote. Then-police chief
Donald P. Girardin com-
mented on Taylor’s “tena-
cious investigations, his
interviewing skills and his
analytical ability.”

In 1979, Taylor was cited
for heroism after a shooting
in Navy housing near
Brunswick Naval Air Sta-

tion when Taylor went into
a building in which two
youngsters had barricaded
themselves, The Times Re-
cord reported, “endangering
his own life.”

Cole said Thursday that
her brother thought of the
Brunswick Police Depart-
ment as “a second fami-
ly.”

“He enjoyed his job so
much,” she said. “He was on
his 20th year. He could have
retired, but he delayed and
delayed and delayed. He
didn’t want to leave the po-
lice department.”

“He was exceedingly
bright, and anything that
puzzled him, he was going to
get to the the bottom of it, if
it was the last thing he did,”
she said.

Detective Sgt. Martin Rin-
aldi said Wednesday that
Taylor’s inquisitiveness and
tenacity inspired many to
follow in his path.

“Most of us came to the
Brunswick Police Depart-
ment because of a strong tra-
dition of professionalism,”
Rinaldi said. “We never
knew K.T., but it’s because
of people like him that we all
want to be the best at what
we do.”

“He’s been gone 27 years,
and to hear them talking
about him like that — that
he was a mentor — he would
be so surprised, and so
pleased,” Cole said.
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A plaque outside the Criminal Investigations Division office in the new Brunswick police
station proclaims it “K.T.’s Room.”
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Messalonskee High School students console each other
during a Project Graduation benefit dinner for the Class of
2016 and fundraiser for the Cassidy Charette Scholarship
and Connor Garland’s family in 2014. To honor Charette’s
memory, 100 students from Messalonskee applied to Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Mid-Maine.

Messalonskeestudents
honor fallen classmate
100 apply to helpBigBrothers Big Sisters

BY KATIE SAMPSON
CBS 13

OAKLAND — Some Messa-
lonskee High School students
are making a difference in
honor of one of their own.

They’re working with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Mid-
Maine to fulfill the dream of
Cassidy Charette, who died
last fall in a tragic hayride
crash.

“We get the satisfaction of
giving back, which is a huge
thing,” Cassidy’s brother,
Colby Charette, said.

In the program, 17 high
schoolstudentseacharepaired
with an elementary school stu-
dent, as their big brother or big
sister.

“It’s about having a positive
influence, it’s about having
someone they can talk to, help
them build their confidence,
their relationship skills, help
them make good decisions,”
said Alex Gaeth with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Mid-
Maine.

ForColby, itmeansso much
more.

“It means I get to honor my
sister,” he said.

This was a long-time dream
of Cassidy, who was a standout

student and soccer player at
Messalonskee High School.

“She was two weeks away
from becoming a big sister,”
Gaeth said.

Connor Garland, Cassidy’s
boyfriend, wanted to keep her
dream alive by starting the
first school program in the
community.

“I think this makes her re-
ally happy, because she knows
that it’s all for her,” Connor
said.

The enthusiasm was over-
whelming — an unprecedent-
ed 100 students applied.

“That’s a record, we haven’t
ever had that in any school be-
fore,” Gaeth said.

They say it’s a testament to
Cassidy’s big heart and even
bigger impact.

“Without her, none of this
would have happened,” Con-
nor said, “It was all just ‘cause
she was such a caring person
and so selfless that she was
going to do this for herself
and now it just turned into
this and it’s all because of
her.”

“This is something where
they felt they could honor Cas-
sidy while giving back to the
community, which was amaz-
ing,” Colby said.

Maine teens challenge peers to
modernize, reuse prom dresses
BY KATE GARDNER
THE FORECASTER

CAPE ELIZABETH —
When an organization at Cape
Elizabeth High School decid-
ed to hold a contest, the mem-
bers thought they would just
be helping girls who wanted
to go to prom.

They since have realized
their efforts have had a much
larger impact, as they have
spurred student creativity
and inspired others to volun-
teer and give back.

The school’s Cape Closet
collects old prom dresses to
give to students who can’t af-
ford their own. Many of the
donated dresses, however,
have been deemed too old: Not
many students were interest-
ed in puffy sleeves and shoul-
der pads.

To salvage the dresses and
make them desirable, mem-
bers of the club started a con-
test to redesign them with a
modern look.

“I’m not expecting them all
to be masterpieces, but it’s
OK,” senior Caroline Gar-
field, Cape Closet president,
said.

Garfield said of the 150
dresses the club has collected,
about 50 have been classified
as needing modifications. Stu-
dents who wish to participate
in the contest can pick out a
dress, alter it in any way they
choose and give it back to the
club by April 1 so a girl in
need can receive it.

Not only does this provide

more dresses to give away,
but Garfield said the contest
taps into a side of CEHS that
often is overshadowed.

“Our school is very math
and science oriented, so our
redesign program engages the
more creative students,” she
said. “There are some people
in our school who are more
crafty.”

Garfield said about 30 stu-
dents have taken dresses to
redesign. She said they were
excited about working with
the dresses, because they
were “so cool and so vintage.”

Garfield said many stu-
dents who took dresses are
interested in fashion, and the
contest allows them to experi-
ment with design and be cre-
ative. She said students plan
on altering hemlines, cutting

off sleeves and “adding bling”
to bring the dresses up to date.

Garfield said there will be
prizes for the first-, second-
and third-best dresses, though
she’s not sure what the
awards will be — most likely
cash prizes or gift cards.

While this is the first year
of the redesign contest, Gar-
field said this is Cape Closet’s
third year as an organization.
It was started by former CEHS
student Zoe Gillies, who grad-
uated in 2014. Garfield said
Gillies won an award for her
volunteer efforts with the or-
ganization, and the contest is
a way to get more people in-
terested in giving back.

Garfield said between the
students who are redesigning
dresses and the community
members who donated them

in the first place, Cape Closet
is “fostering a community of
volunteering.”

Garfield said she knows
Cape Elizabeth is a more afflu-
ent community, though, and
that in most cases girls can
afford prom dresses. Because
of this, Cape Closet also brings
dresses to schools in sur-
rounding communities so
more girls can be helped.

“The whole redesign thing
is getting the school commu-
nity involved in an issue that
might not directly affect our
school but could affect other
girls who aren’t as well off,”
Garfield said.

Sophomore Elise Mullen,
Cape Closet vice president,
said the club wants to make
people feel happy about prom,
not anxious about not being
able to afford it.

“I think people always look
back at high school prom,”
Mullen said. “If they don’t
have enough money and feel
like they can’t afford a nice
dress, they might be upset. We
want to make people feel
good.”

Garfield agreed and said
it’s important that anyone
who wants to go to prom
should be able to and that ris-
ing costs associated with the
dance shouldn’t get in the
way.

“I think it’s important, be-
cause prom is this rite of pas-
sage in high school and I
think it should be accessible
to everyone, regardless of in-
come,” she said.
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Cape Elizabeth High School students Caroline Garfield
(left) and Elise Mullen store Cape Closet prom dresses at
Cape Elizabeth Community Services, where donors are
welcome to drop off dresses.

Sobriety tests in all new carsmight
preventmost drunken driving deaths
BY LISA RAPAPORT
REUTERS

Installing devices in new
cars to prevent drunken driv-
ers from starting the engine
could prevent 85 percent of al-
cohol-related deaths on U.S.
roads, saving tens of thou-
sands of lives and billions of
dollars from injury-related
costs, according to a new anal-
ysis.

Over 15 years, as older cars
without a so-called alcohol ig-
nition interlock come off the
roads, sobriety-screening sys-
tems in new vehicles could
avert more than 59,000 crash
fatalities, more than 1.25 mil-
lion non-fatal injuries and
over $340 billion in injury-re-
lated costs, the study in the
American Journal of Public
Health concludes.

“Alcohol interlocks are
used very effectively in all 50
states as a component of sen-
tencing or as a condition for
having a license reinstated
after DUIs, but this only works
for the drunk drivers caught
by police and it doesn’t catch
the people who choose to drive
without a license to avoid hav-

ing the interlock installed,”
said lead author Dr. Patrick
Carter, an emergency physi-
cian with the University of
Michigan Health System in
Ann Arbor.

Most drunken drivers
make about 80 trips under the
influence before they are
stopped for a DUI, Carter said.
“If we decided that every new
car should have an alcohol ig-
nition interlock that’s seam-
less to use for the driver and
doesn’t take any time or effort,
we suddenly have a way to
significantly reduce fatalities
and injuries that doesn’t rely
solely on police.”

Carter and colleagues used
U.S. records of traffic acci-
dents and fatalities to deter-
mine how many involved
drunk driving and then esti-
mated how many of these inci-
dents could be avoided in the
future by fitting new cars with
alcohol-interlock devices,
which detect blood-alcohol
levels and prevent drivers
above a certain threshold
from starting the car.

Then, they estimated the
numbers of deaths and inju-
ries that could be prevented in

the first year that all new cars
sold had screening systems,
and assumed it would take 15
years for older models to be
replaced with new vehicles.

Over the 15-year implemen-
tation period, interlocks may
eliminate about $343 billion in
costs from fatalities and inju-
ries related to drunk driving,
the researchers estimate. As-
suming the device costs $400
per vehicle and is 100 percent
accurate, the interlock would
pay for itself after three years
bywayofavoided injurycosts.

“The technology is at this
point pretty strong, and when
implemented at a population
level will be negligible in
terms of the sticker price of a
car,” said Jacob Nelson, direc-
tor of traffic safety advocacy
and research for AAA. To be
widely adopted, it will need to
be a rapid test that’s reliable
and doesn’t inconvenience
drivers, added Nelson, who
wasn’t involved in the study.

The screening tool to do
this is still in development,
and may not be road-ready for
another five to eight years,
said Dr. Bud Zaouk, who is
working to develop the tech-

nology, known as the driver
alcohol detection system for
safety, or DADSS. It would
prevent a car from moving if
the driver has a blood alcohol
level of 0.08 or greater — the
legal limit in all 50 states —
and could be set to zero for
drivers under the legal drink-
ing age.

“Unlike the alcohol igni-
tion interlocks which require
you to blow into a devise and
are used for convicted drunk
drivers, DADSS is a driver
assist system that would be
seamless, take less than half a
second, and use infrared light
to measure a driver’s blood
alcohol content in the breath
or through the fingertips,
which is far more reliable,”
said Zaouk, DADSS Program
Manager and Group Director
for QinetiQ North America,
who wasn’t involved in the
study.

Getting DADSS into all ve-
hicles can eliminate the ele-
ment of chance involved in
catching drunk drivers
under our current system
that relies on police, said
Adrian Lund, president of
the Insurance Institute for

Veterans event to bring resources,
veterans together in EastMachias

EAST MACHIAS — The
Washington Hancock Com-
munity Agency’s Support-
ive Services for Veterans
Families program will host
a Veterans’ Resource Fair 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, April
18, at East Machias Town
Hall, 571 Main St.

The event will offer active-
duty, retired, guard and re-
serves from all military ser-
vices the opportunity to ask
questions about services that
are available to them. Repre-
sentatives from national,
state and local organizations
will be on hand to talk to vet-
erans and their families and
to share information and an-
swer questions.

Veterans who attend the
event will be able to get help
with veterans benefit ques-
tions and and more. The Ma-
chias and Eastport Reiki
Clinics will provide free ses-
sions. Legislative represen-
tatives and candidates also
will attend to listen to veter-
ans’ concerns.

Admission is free. There
will be door prizes and re-
freshments. Limited trans-
portation opportunities are
available for those interest-
ed. Arrangements can be
made by calling Lucy Barn-
hart at 610-5937 before 4:30
p.m. Friday, April 10.

For information, call
Barnhart at 610-5937.


